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TO 

HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 
MARIA  LOUISA  VICTORIA  of  LEINENGEN, 

DUCHESS  OF  KENT  and   STRATHEARN, 

THESE  TRAVELS; 

WHICH    WEEE    HIGHLY    PROMOTED    BY 
HER  LATE  ILLUSTRIOUS  CONSORT 

Edward  Duke  of  Kent  and  Strathearn,  Earl  of  Dublik, 

JflELD-MARSHALL   Ot  HIS   MAJE6Ty!s   FORCES,  K.O.  6.C.  B.K.  8.F. 

GOVERNOR   OF  GIBRALTAR, 
AND  COLONEL  OF  THE  ROYAL  SCOTS  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT, 

WHOSE  DEATH, 
AS  AN   ADVOCATE   OF  SUFFERING   HUMANITY, 

WILL  BE  LAMENTED, 

1 

AND  HIS  MEMORY  REVERED, 
BY   EVERY   BENEFACTOR   OF  MANKIND; 

IS   DEDICATED, 

WITH   HER   ROYAL   HIGHNESS's   PERMISSION, 
B\    HER  DEVOTED, 

AND  FAITHFUL  SERVANT, 

WILLIAM  RAE  WILSON. 
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iNTRODUCTION. 


• 

The  favourable  reception  which  the  first  edition 
df  these  Travels,  so  far  as  regards  Egypt  and  the 
Holy  Landi  received  from  the  public,  by  its  rapid 
sale,  has  encouraged  the  Aufhor  to  offer  a  second. 
This  has  afibrded  him  an  opportunity  of  not  only 
introducing  additional  information,  but  of  inserting, 
an  account  of  the  whole  journey  through  other 
countries,  from  his  departure  until  his  return  to 
Gi'eat  Britain. 

The  remarkable  state  of  the  Jews,  who  are  not 
collected  in  a  body,  or  under  any  proper  form  of 
government,  but  are  dispersed  throughout  the 
world,  retaining  all  the  characteristics  of  a  peculiar 
peopte,  and  yet  unmixed  with  those  nations  among 
whom  they  sojourn,  bears  most  striking  testimony 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  truth  of  prophecy  in 
the  New  Testament,  while  the  actual  existence  at 
the  present  day  of  many  customs  described  in  the 
Old  may  be  considered  as  a  species  of  monu- 
mental evidence  to  the  general  veracity  of  the 
whole  of  the  Sacred  Volume.    This  opinion  I  am 
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strongly  disposed  to  entertain,  since,  repeatedly  in 
the  course  of  travelling  over  the  Holy  Land,  I  felt 
as  if  I  was  an  actual  witness  to  some  of  llie  most 
impressive  incidents  recorded  in  the  Book  of  In- 
spiration, so. distinctly  were  events  brought  before 
me  by  the  living  manners  and  usages 'of  the  pre- 
sent inhabitants,  with  that  wonderful  accuracy 
which  still  renders  Biblical  descriptions  mirrors,  as 
it  were,  of  the  scenery  and  customs  of  this  most 
interesting  portion  of  the  globe. 

Although  it  is  not  under  an  apprehension  that 
I  shall  be  able  to  add  any  thing  of  importance  to 
the  information  contained  in  the  works,  of  thp^e 
la'avellers  whohav^  visi1;ed  this.di$tv)giiished  re^ 
gion»  that  I  arrange  into  the  shape  of  a  pann^tiKFe 
the  notes  and  memoranda  of  a  long  and  .p^ilons 
journey,  ^yet  it  is  in  the  e^^ct^tiop.ofcontaibut^ilg 
somethipg^  which  may  harVe  t))e  efifeot  of  disposing 
sceptics  and  unbelievers  to  exp^es^'9|Etrpri$e  timt 
objects  of  such  antiquity  as  those ,  customs  de- 
scribed in  this  sacred  fountain  of  tfutb,  <  s2)ould 
have  been  :. protected  and  p];e9erVed  frran  tibe 
changes  pj^od^ced  by  the  lapse  <^  time  laod'tbe^ 
vicissitudes  of  human  affidrs,  as  if  thiey  had  bei^n 
sust^^iedin  fj^dr  ^ginal  state  to  confirm  to  all 
ages,  tl;^e  authp^tiicity  of  tb^t  rec^td  which  they  are 
so  wonderfully  jcalcj[4ate4  to  illustrate. 

Thisi  )es|d4  ?«e  to  prj^suiiie  that  "  the  true  and 
faithful^,  .mjay  l^e  otherwise  aflfected.  This  peculiar 
class  of  p/erspns,  in  aU^  probability  like  myself, 
instead  of  eiqpfejssing.mpotions  of  surprise,  will,  on 
the  contrary,  fe&l  the  glow  of  a  more  exalted  sen^ 
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timent  in  their  aouti,  aeoompfiiujetl  with  leveiieaGe 
wd  <ldjgkt^  when  they  dificover  the  mute  tilixi^ 
<^thc6e  hallowed  90^6^9  and  the  mountam  and 
wvem^  g^vmg  testimony  to  that  trwt  which  mi^ 
be  most  c<»ifidently  reposed  in  the  sacred  promiaeia 
of  Uie  Eternal  Jehovah. 

To  thiiee  descriptions  of  persons  I  shall  b^ 
leave  to?  addr^  my  sentiments,  namely,  to  the 
believeiv  ihe  sceptic,  and  the  scientific* 

Of  the  sceptic,  I  only  presume  to  request  a 
patient  and  attentive  hearings  and  althoi;^  I 
casnot  e:i^are8ft  a  confident  hope  that  he  will  sym- 
patiiise  in  that  devotional  feeling  witii  which  I  was 
nnpressed,  yet  since  he  professes  to  entertain  some 
degree  of  respect  for  truth,  he  may,  perhaps,  in 
tiie  aimplicity  of  my  statmnents,  discover  circum- 
stances winch,  if  be  denies  the  particular  inference 
which  I  deduce  fiom  then^  he  must  at  least  be 
oUi^d  to  adcnowledge  it  as  remarkable  in  its 
oatnre. 

Erom  the  former  I  claim  more  regurd,  since  I 
call  mk  him  to  contemplate  and  admire  tihe  asto- 
nishing wisdom  which,  with  such  materials  aa 
ihe  manners,  localities,  and  customs  of  countries, 
winch,  in  general,  have  unda^gone  such  a  variety 
«f  changes,  and  passed  under  the  dominion  of  so 
many  masters,  has  contributed,  as  it  were^  to  con- 
stitute a  durable  monument,  so  as  tp  corroborate 
that  glorious  revelation  which  has  been  molded  of 
its  own  eternal  and  unchangeable  nature.  Lastiy, 
from  the  scientific,  I  can  only  flatter  myself  with 
tiie  expectation  of  obtaining  some  degree  of  indul- 
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61166,  having  Metei*  appdtfdd  .bdibr^  tltg  PliMe  ai 
a  writers  I^  trust  the  reader  y^Ul  do  tae  the  justice 
to  l>dieve  it  hever  ent^edinta  my  ccmtemplatioii,' 
at  anytime  during  the  journey,  t6  seiid  forth  t^ 
the  world  a  publiektion  ^  this  nature,  othSrwi^  I 
might  have  been  prompted  to  prolong  my  resi^ 
dence^  with  the  view  of  eiaminiiig  mor^  criti- 
cally these  countries,  with  their  peculiar  customs^ 
He  will,  I  triist,  credit  my  assertion,  that  on  re^ 
turning  to  tny  native  isle,  I  was  strong^  urged 
by  many  fiiends,  to  commit  the  Travels  to  wTiting,r 
under  an  idea  they  might  remove,  in  some  dsgreey 
the  opinions  entertained. by  sceptics,  as  to  any  cor- 
respondence between  the  actual  situation  of  the 
Holy  Land  and  the  narrative  imparted  of  it  by 
Scripture.  Further,  in  an  age  like  the  present,  it 
might  contribute  to  counterad:  the  poiscm  and 
blasphemy  disseminated  in  publications,  .not  oiily 
with  the  view  of  undermining  the  great  and  estab*' 
lished  bulwark  of  the  Christian  faith  and  hope, 
but  to  bring  the  person  of  my  gracious  sovereign, 
his  family,  and  also  the  government  of  thi&  country 
into  contempt. 

Let  it  be  specifically  k^t  in  view^  that  it  forms 
no  part  of  my  pretensions  to  aspire  after  literary 
faine,  since  that  exclusively  pertains  to  genius 
and  talents.  I  am  perfectly  aware  there  exist 
many  inaccuracies ;  and  although  I  may  be  found 
not  to '  have  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  "  be  rude 
\  in  speech,  yet  not  in  knowledge,"  *  I  shall  wil- 
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lingly  iMibmit  to  ctfttsnf^  oa^  the  gik>Uiid  of  liew^ 
ftty  defldencies^  on  being  peiinitted  t6  eiV|o^  wbidi 
I  own  it  ig  the  utmost  extent  of  my  sinibitioii  td 
altain,  tiie  humble  merit  of  having  viewed' all  tktf 
different  objects  I  have  attempted  to  describe^ 
under  the  influence  of  reverential  awe^  and-d 
serious  frame  of  mind.  ^ 

Should  it  be  ibund  in  any  part  of  the  present 
vohime  that  I  express  myself  in  warm  and^  perhiips, 
rapturous  terms,  I  entreat  it  may  iiot  be  placed  to. 
the  account  of  superstitious  enthusiasm,  but  from 
a  heartfelt  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  the  deep  efiect  produced  on  my  own  mind, 
and  an  anxiety  to  press  it  on  those  of  my  fellow- 
creatures,  as  directly  connected  with  their  interests, 
not  only  in  this  life,  but  in  that  which  is  to  come* 

In  leaving  this  volume  with  the  Public,  whatever 
may  be  their  decision,  I  shall  at  least,  in  retire- 
ment, have  the  consolation  to  review  with  feelings 
of  pure  delight,  the  many  countries  I  have  visited, 
especially  that  of  the  Blessed  Land,  imid  a  spec- 
tator not  altogether  indifferent  to  their  customs 
and  localities,  rejoicing  that  an  opportunity  has 
been  afforded  me  of  claiming  at  least  an  additional 
niche  in  the  page  of  history,  with  those  who  have 
ah*eady  appeared,  to  transmit  their  observations  to 
future  ages,  on  this  interesting  region. 

On  the  other  hand,  should  any  thing  I  have  ad- 
vanced contribute  to  show  the  coincidence  of  these 
countries  and  their  manners,  as  existing  at  this 
very  hour,  with  the  great  fountain  of  truth  ;  if  the 
believer's  faith  is  confirmed,  the  scruples  of  seep- 
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tiofib  and  the  ^pecuSatimis  of  visionaries  removed, 
and  a  blow  is  straek  at  those  diabolical  writii^ 
wfaidi  stalk  abroad  with  gigantic  strides^  the  oljgect 
whereof  is  to  root  out  Ihe  word  of  Revelation,  al- 
though of  sovereign  authority^  which,  as  the  oldest 
record  in  existence,  has  be^i,  during  ail  ages,  the 
support  and  consolation  of  millions  of  the  human 
£ace»  and  is  worthy  of  all  possible  acceptation,  and 
the  glory  df  the  King  Eternal  is  in  the  slightest  de* 
gree  promoted,  any  expaaises  I  may  have  inoirred^ 
aiKl  any  labour  experienced  in  these  long  journeys, 
will  be  amply  compensated,  and  the  object  of  the 
present  publication  fully  accomplished. 


CONTENTS. 


-^*^^»^ip^W^^^^^*^— — ^*^i^* 


CHAP.  I. 

P«g« 
Departure.  *—  Pans. —Lyons. — Avignon.  -—  Mannlles. — Profan- 
ation of  the  Sabbath.  —  Embarkation**— Candia. — Coast  of 
Egjpt.—  Tempest.  -^^  Enormous  fishes.  —  Arrival  at  Alexandria, 
—Harbour.— 'Pacha  of  Egypt.  <—En^h  Consul.       -  -      l 


CHAP.  n. 

Alexandria. — Abolition  of  the  distinction  of  harbours  for  the  Ma- 
homedans  and  Christians,  by  the  commander  of  the  Bridsh  army. 
—  Contrast  between  the  English  and  French  forces. — Exalted 
opinion  entertained  of  the  former  by  the  Egyptians.  —  Oppres- 
sions of  the  French  —  Short  history  of  the  war.  —  Revolution. 
— Mahomed  Ali  declared  pacha,  and  confirmed  by  the  Porte. — 
Improvements  under  his  government.  -«  Grand  canal  from  the 
Nile  to  Alexandria.  —  AntienC  prejudice  as  to  the  harbours  re- 
newed. —  Demand  of  British  Consul  that  the  privileges  conced- 
ed lo  Sir  John  Stuart  should  be  exerdted. '—  Granted.  —  Impoiw 
tant  effects  to  Burepeans.— -Observations  on  the  plague.  —  Ho^ 
pital  at  Alexandria.—-  Pacha's  fieet.  — -  Languages  spoken  at 
Alexandria.  -  -  '-  -  -  *ll 


CHAP.  in. 

Pompay's  pillar.  —  Courage  of  a  Brkbh  female  in  ascending  to  the 
top  of  it.  — The  two  fiunous  obelisks  called  Clec^tra's  needles. 
^"^  Efforts  of  the  British  army  to  transport  one  of  these  to  Eng- 


XU  CONTENTS* 

land. — Subscriptions  made  witii  this  view,  but  found  inadequate 
to  the  sum  required.  — -  Mahomed  Ati's  ship  of  war,  wliidi  arrived 
in  London,  rqNiired  by  English  government.  — -  Returns  to  Egypt 
with  presents  from  the  Prince  Regent.  -—The  pacha's  liberality  in 
presenting  to  the  prince  die  obelisk.  — Officers  despatched  to 
Alexandria,  to  examine  and  report  on  measure  to  be  adopted  to 
remove  it.  —  Opinion  of  a  British  admiral.  •—  Pharos.  —  Alexan- 
drian library.  — Khalis.—  Introduction  to  Mahomed  Ali.— Des- 
cription oC  him,  and  conversation  on  the  occasion. — War  with 
the  sect  of  Wachabees.  —  Power  and  resources.  -—Popularity. — 
Laws.  ....  ..  -22 


CHAP.  IV. 


Departure- — Journey  across  the  desert. — Wretched  hut  to  re- 
pose in. — Aboukir  Bay.  — Vermin. — Mirage.  —  Land  marks. — 
Caravanserais. — Scripture  application.  -—  Mules.  -^ Dromedaries. 
—  Camelsi — Arrival  at  Rosetta.  -^  Hints  to  travellers.     *       -    38 


CHAP.  V. 

Rosetta. — Population.  •—  Dogs.  -—  Funerals.  —  School. — Voyage 
up  the  Nile.  —  Pacha's  barge.  —  Women.  —  Hideous  spectacles 
along  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  —  Hints  to  travellers  drinking  the 
waters  of  it.  —  Dew. — Arrival  at  Cairo.  —  Miserable  inn. — 
Assassination  of  Kleber.  —  Punishment  of  assassin. — Pacha's 
country  house.  -  -  -  -  -    47 


CHAP.  VI. 

Grand  Cairo. — Well  of  Joseph. — Audience  of  the  minister  of  the 
Pacha.— Palace. — Review  of  the  Janissaries.-—  Mules.  — Ba- 
zaars.— Slave  Market — Reflections. — Diseased  eyes  of  children. 
^-Police.— Baths.— Mosques.-— Churches.         -  »        ^    59 


CHAP.  VIL 

The  Khalis.  — -Metiiod  of  Irrigation.  —  Description  of  the  island  of 
Roijda.  —The  Mikias  or  Nibmeter.  -^  Place  where  Mose^  was 
found*-— Pyramids.— Sphynx,&c«—Observations<         *       -    69 


(XHraRifrB.  '  wi 


CHAP.Vni.  R«e 


Curioof  moieof  hatdwiig  cliicfcens.  •— Marriage  pMtetnon. --- 
BuiMingofOBto.'^Dwofliiding  the  other  branch  of  the  Nile.— 
CaEiyi!5r.»i^Chmftnicdoiiofpai8age^boat — TownctfDaimetta. — 
Ei^lish  and  Pk«iicb  oonsuh.  —Author  assumes  the  Tarldsh  cos- 
tiiiiie.«->Iaterviewwitiigoyenior.— i-Heliopolis.       •       •       «    76 


CHAP.  IX. 

2oan. — Christiaiis*  defeat  in  the  holy  war.  — » QTilities  at  Usbe.  — 
Wretched  state  of  the  place.— Bankrupt  fugitiye. — Voyage  to 
Joppa.  — « ArrivaL  —Convent.  — -  EngHsh  consul.—- Dinner  of  the 
monks.  ...  .  .  -    87 


CHAP.  X. 

General  refl^ons  on  the  Holy  Land. — Pleasure  aridog  from  local 
circumstances. —-Joppa.- Prophet  Jonah's  Embarkation.— 
Tabitha.  —Vidon« -—Population.— Flat  roofs  of  houses.— Mas- 
sacre by  order  of  Buonaparte.— Passport  for  Jenisalenu     -      •    9J 


CHAP.  XI. 

Journey  to  Ramah.  -^Valley  of  Sharon.  —  Incfisposition.  *->  Views 
of  die  country. — Fine  conyent.  — Description  of  Ramah. — 
Journey  to  Jerusalem.  —  Valley  of  Jeremiah  and  Ebb.  —  Spot 
where  Danrid  slew  Goliah.  -«-  Impression  on  the  first  view  of  the 

.  Holy  City.  — Arrival  at  the  convent  of  Franciscans.         «•        •  100 


CHAP.  XIL 

Pialestine. — Jerusalem.  —  Situation.  —  Hbtorical  sketch. '— Fran- 
ciscan convent.— Walk  round  the  walls  of  tiie  city.— Visit  to 
the  Mount  of  Olives.—  Shape  of  the  foot  of  Christ  on  its  sum- 
mit. —  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  —  Other  sacred  places.  —  Re- 
flections. -  -  '  -  •  •  -111 


xir 


•  •   !  »■ 


CHAP.  till.  nig» 

Jeniflalfim  coB^^mfi^^^Wlfy^i^^ 
-- Isaiah  nwQ  awaden  ^Po9li>f  Silaaqi4'--jPJ^ 
hanged  himadf. — Tq^siU  of  Zecbariahr  md  Ahfri<wn>'^Att^  '  - 
pathy  of  Jews. '^Jealousy  of^Qgli^hmeDia.iiiahiBf'^MnFatHMik' 
— Buryiog  ground  of  HebeewB. — AoeG^ol&of'SirSUiify^kiiijIhv'  * 
—  Insult  the  author  received  in  his  Christiaa  dress.— State  of 
Thermometer.  •  -  -  -  -120 


)      CHAP.  XIV. 

Reflections  on  thef  accuracy  of  Biblical  de8criptioi«.rr-l!^fatenalft  em** 
ployed  in  the  construction  of  buildings. — Jerusalem. — Pron-  , 
sions.  —  Prices.  —  Money. — Convent.  ■;— The  ear  of  a  Turk 
nailed  to  the  door  of  his  shop. — Dross  of  women. — Governor's 
wives.  —  Anecdotes  related  ■  by  an  Italian  quack.  —  Brook 
Cedron. — Fog. — Palace  of  Pontius  Pilate. — Dolorous  way.— 
— Where  Jesus  was  *  scourged* — Pool  of  Bethsaida. — Other 
sacred  places,  i—  Armenian  church.' —  Mount  Sibrii  —  Observ-" 
ations.  •  -  .  .       '       .  .  1*24 


CHAP.  XV. 

Visits  to  Bethlehem.— Spot  where  the  Virgin  rested.—  House  of 
Simeon.  —  Well  where  the  star  appeared  to  the  Magi.  —  Birth- 
plaeeaf Christ^ •-^•Valley' In  which- the  angels-a»M)m)eed>  his^^ 
nativity.  — ;  Oonvent'  -^-^  Beeep^n  by  the  monk»."^  Mangef.^-^    ^ 
Poob  of  Solomon.<— Houses  in-^Beehlehenw-^Woinen'  hired"  ' 
to  mourn  over  the  dead*  >«- Desert  -of  St  John  the  Bi^tist. 
-*  Return  to  Jemalem.  .  •  .  ..        ^  140 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Journey  to  the  Dead  Sea. — Preparatory  interview  with  the  Go- 
vernor of  Jerasidem  for  a'  military  escort—  Departure.—- Visit 
to  the  Tomb  of  Lazllrus  in  Bethahy'.  —  Dreary  Tract  through 
the  Mounts^s.  —  Reflections  on  passages  of  Scripture.  —  Sub- 
lime view  of  Plains  of  Jericho  and  Mountains.  —  Arrival  at 
Jericho.  —Interview  with  Grovemor.  —  Arab's  hiit.  —  Dress  of 
Natives.  .---.-...         155. 


n 


COWnWTBk  lOf 


CHAP.  XVIL  n«» 

litfgfUM^^^^lemoitf  iAofB%  tiie  Plflbi.-^l>eieriptioii«*^Jeidn«.> 

—  Dead  -flea*  —  Fng^ilfiil   deioIatMM.  —  Stiilmig  ptctmt 
of  tho  nuMictiDii  of  HcMTcn  on  uub  fSonnAxy.  ••»  Aoob*  - 
racy  of  Seri|ttiire.— Optieal  deeqitioB.— Deier^tioii  of  tire 
Sea.  — •  Importasit^^BfcorerieB  to  be  expected  if  boatv  permitted. 

—  Bathiiig  indie  water.— -Description.— Bitumen.  —  Analysis 
of  Water.  —  Return  to  Jericho. — Final  interview  with  goyem- 

or.  —  Arab's  tents.  —  Return  to  Jerusalem.  •  •       .  164 


CHAP.  xvm. 

Visit  to  the  Church  and  Holy  Sepulchre. —Reposing  during  night 
there.  — -  Ptesent  at  the  procesnon  and  devotions  of  the  Latins 
next  morning.  —  Unhappy  contentions  between  the  Latins  and 
Greeks  for  possesoon  of  this  church.  — -  Desci^on  of  it.  -—  C^ 
remony  of  creating  a  knight  of  the  sepulchre— Religious  cere- 
monies. — Riuns  of  the  antient  dty  of  Jerusalem.  — -  Tombs  of 
the  kings.  — -  Observations.  —  Hos{^ality  of  the  Friars. —Hints 
to  missionary  institutions.  -  •  •  -  •  178 

CHAP.  XIX. 

Diploma  from  the  convent. -^ Departure  from  Jerusalem.— Ar- 
rivid  at  Beer. «»  Residence  of  governor* — Ludicrous  incident 
reqpectiqg  a  female  Arab.  —  Dangerous  track  thioiigh  the  moun- 
tains.—Camek^—Observationsft — BetiieL— VflUcyof  Sam»-, 
ria. — Welk— Whece  bones  oL  Joseph  deposited.— Arrival  at 
Sanariai  — MonntidnsofEbalattdGeririm.     •  .        *  «  i^s 


CHAP.  XX. 

« 

Insult  offered  to  the  author  by  the  governor  of  Samaria.— 
Wretched  accommodation.  — Departure.-— Arrival  at  Jenini. 
— -  Commander  here.  —  Apprehensions  of  attack  from  Arabs.  -^  ' 
Robbeiy  of  fnars.  —  Further  escort  found  necessaiy  on  journey. 
— -  Plain  of  Esdraelon.  —  Observations.  —  Buonaparte^  IwHtie 
here«  —  Mount  Tabor.  — -  Arrival  at  Nazareth.  —  Meeting  with 
the  grand  Superior  from  Jerusalem.  —  Hb  narrative  respecting 
brutal  conduct  of  governor  to  friars  pasting  through  Samaria. 
—  Representation  by  the  author  to  the  governor  of  Jerusalem 
by  letter.  —-Return  of  escort  to  the  city.  -  -  -  201 


XTl  CONTENTS. 

CHAP.  XXL  Fig* 

Nflwreth. — Church.  -^  Picture  of  PhriflL*— Sacred  objects  shown. 
*— Workshop  of  Joseph.  —  Chapel.  —  Where  angel  saluted 
Mary. — HiU  over  which  the  Jews  threatened  to  throw  Chnst— - 
Mary's  Well,-— Desci^tion  of  oomrent  and  Nazareth. —  Visit  to 
Nain.  —  Endpr.  -^  Pbugh  of  Nazareth.  —  ^iL  —  Reflections, 
—  Author  challenged  by.  it  Mahomedan  for  wearing  the  white 
turban.  —  RemariEs.       .  .  •  ^  •  •  siq 

CHAP,  xxn. 

Journey  through  Gralilee. —  Cana.  —  Well.  —  Water-pitchers. -~ 
Striking  coincidence  of  an  event  there  with  Scripture.  — -  Disci- 
ples* field. — Blessed  mount. — Where  miracle  performed  in  feed- 
ing  a  multitude. — Sublime  view  of  the  lake  of  Genesareth.-^ 
Observations. — Arrival  at  the  town  of  Tiberias.  —  Greek  priest. 
-^Lodgingin  a  church.      -  -  -  -  •  819 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

Hberias.  —  Dogs. — Vermin.  — Spot  where  the  house  of  Peter 
.  stood.  —  Lake. — Miracles  of  Christ.— Tiberias.— Lodging  of 
Greek  priest. — Women  ornament  the  eyes  with  paint.  —  Go- 
vernor. —  Dress  of  soldiers.  —  Jews'  synagogue.  —  Emmaus.  — 
Tombs  of  the  unclean  spirits. — Observations.— Ludicrous 
group  of  females.— Pens.  ...  -324 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

Departure  from  Tiberias.— -Tents  of  Arabs.— Visit  to  Mount  Ta^ 
bor. — Prospect  from  its  summit. — Places  described. — Reflect 
ttons. — Ruins. — Return  to  Nazareth. — Egyptian  fugitive.      -  955 

CHAP.  XXV. 

Final  departure  from  Nazareth.  — Sephoury, — Arrival  at  Acre.  — 
Horrid  cruelties  committed  by  Djezzar,  the  former  pacha. — Nose 
of  his  nunister  cut  off.  —  Murder  of  wives.  ->-  Mutilated  objects 
to  be  met  in  streets.  —  Interview  with  present  pacha's  physician. 
— Hh  recital  of  barbarities. — Djezzar's  death. — Acre.  —  Con- 
vent —  Ruins.  —  Consuls.  —  Visit  to  Mount  Carmel.  —  Where 
the  making  of  glass  first  discovered.  —  Convent  on  Carmel.  — 
Return  to  Acre. — Executioner. — Place  of  decapitation. — Re- 
ceipt of  firman  from  Constantinople. —  Roads  from  Acre  to 
Jerusalem.  .....*  2^0 


•  • 


COKT£NTS.  JCVU 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

DepaMure  for  Tyre.—*  Aqueduct  near  Acre, — Zib. — Promontoiy. 
— Cufecms  of  Solomon. — Arrind  at  Tyre. — Siege  by  Alexander. 
—  Rtiins.  ^*  Former  ^lendoor  contrasted  with  its  present  deso- 
lation. "-^  Reieetions  on  pride  of  the  opulent  merchant.  —  8np« 
per  of  the  Arebbuhop  of  I^re.  ->  Accommodation  at  bis  house*    9$l 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

Departure  from  Tyre.— ^Zarepta. — Arrival  at  Sidon.— Former 
importance  of  it.  —  Arts  and  sdences.  —  Intention  of  the  alpha- 
bet and  arithmetic. -^Present  state  of  it. — Thule.  —  French 
consul.— ^  Poor  convent. -^  Correspondence  with  Lady  Hester 
Stanhope.-— Her  politeness.— General  character.         -  -861 

CHAP.  xxvm. 

P^flarture  from  Sidon.  — -  Lady  Stanhqpe's  stud. '—  Description.  ««- 
Journey  through  the  mountains.— Convent  of  St.  Salvadore. — 
Romantic  situation. — Reflections.  ->-  Monks'  supper. — Author 
taken  for  a  medical  person. —Anecdote  of  an  Arab  blind  from 
birth  wishing  to  be  restored  to  sight.— -Description  of  Arabs' 
dresses.  ------.  269 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

Departure  fl'om  Arab's  hut.«— Journey  over  Mount  Lebanon. — 
Dat^er  in  passing  through  the  snow.—  Descending  to  the  vale  of 
Aven.  —  Miserable  khan. — ^  Journey  through  the  mountains. — 
Damascus.  —  Impressions  on  the  first  view  of  it.  —  Arrival. — 
Finnan  treated  contemptuously  at  the  gate.  —  Remarks.  — •  Fran- 
ciscan convent.  —  Proof  of  the  importance  of  patent  letter  from 
Rome.  —  Observations.  -  -  -  •  -  276 


CHAP.  XXX. 

City  of  Damascus. — Population.  —  Materials  of  buildings. — Effect 
produced  by  the  seasons. — Bazaars.  —  Pilgrims  for  Mecca.  — 
Caf(68.  -—  Sacred  places  alluded  to  in  Scripture. — Interview  with 
minister  and  pacha.  —  Result.  —  Risk  of  adopting  Christian 
dress  at  Damascus.  —  Danger  of  proceeding  to  Palmyra. — Hints 
to  travellers.  -        ~  -  -  -  -  -  285 

a 


XVni  OOVTEVTS* 

CHAP.  XXXI. 

Departure  from  Damasciu. — Zacbale.—Baiilbeck«  — Temple  of 
^e  sun. — Description  of  its  original  grandeur.  ^-  Present  state 
of  the  town  and  ruins.-^Populadon.—Frightiul  storm. — Re* 
turn  to  Zachale.—  Operations  on  the  roofs  of  houses  in  conse- 
i^enoe  of  ndn. -^^  Inhabitants* «— Ancient  cnstKMD8.***Scr^>tufie 
references.— Plough*  ..  »  •  .  901 

CHAP.  XXXU. 

Final  departure  from  Zachale.  —  Crossing  the  mountains.— 
Wretched  khan. -«« View  of  Bayreuth  fiiom  an  eminence.—- 
Arrival.  — «  Druses.  —  Description  of  the  tribe.  —  Hints  to  mis- 
sionaries. -—  Opinions  entertained  by  Druses  of  soul  after  death. 
—  The  calf  an  object  of  idolatrous  worship  in  their  temples. — 
Prince  of  the  mountains.  —  Bayreuth.  — -  Population.  -—  En^ish 
consul. — Convent. — Tombs.  ^-^Fidd  of  St.  George.  — Com- 
plaint of  monks  receiving  no  pecuniary  assistance  from  France.—- 
Observations.— Reflections  on  leaving  Holy  Land.       •  -914 

CHAP.  XXXIIL 

DqMUture  from  Bayreuth.  —  Cyprus.— Confirmation  of  Druses 
worshipping  the  calf.  — -  Atrocities  of  Buonaparte. — Lamica.  — 
Soil. — Consuls.  -—  Salt  lakes. — Visit  to  the  capital. — Fortifi- 
ca^ons. — Dying.  — -  Coins.  "^  Watering  vineyards. — Locusts.  — 
Tyranny  of  the  Turks  over  the  Greeks. — ^Importance  of  the  island 
to  Britsdn.-*  Expediency  of  establishing  a  government  for  Greeks.  . 
— Return  to  Lamica. — Strange  birth  by  a  Cyprian  woman.     -  3SS 

\ 

CHAP.  XXXIV. 

Departure  from  Cyprus.  —Voyage.  —  Paphos.  —  Preaching  of  St. 
Paul.  —  Knights.  —  Christians. — Apostle  Paul's  visit.  —  Samos. 
-—  Pythagoras.  —  Rhodes*  —  Description.  —  Alarm  for  the 
plague.—- Disembarkation.— PatmoSr'— Arrival  at  SedequL- 
Dutch  consul.  —  Arrival  at  Smyrna.  — -  Pestilence.  —  beper,  «-<^ 
Quarantine,  —  Observations.  ...  «,  $sy 

CHAP.  XXXV. 

The  plague.  —  Departure  ibr  Ephesus.  —  Journey.  —  Church  of 
St.  John. — Village. — Aqueduct. — Map  of  Ruins.  -«-  Tbealrt . 


cohtekts.  tool 

Page 

-p*  Temple  of  DiaiUL— Her  statue  discorered.— Apostle  Paul. 
—  Soil.  —  Plough.—- Coins.-— Return  to  Smyrna.  —  Philadel- 
phia and  Laodicea.       ........  343 

CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Smyrna. — Pbgue. — Description,  —  CSty  port.  ~-  Population.  — • 
Bible  Society.  —  British  system  of  education.— -Birth-day  of 
Geoige  the  Third. — English"  consul. — Casino. —  Villas. — Re- 
markable fact  of  sacrifice  of  a  Greek  christian.— Decapitation 
of  Pachaley.  —  Stratagem.  —  Remarks  on  capital  punishments.    549 

CHAP,  xxxvn. 

Dq;Muture  firom  Smyrna, — Mytelene^ — Tenedos. — Trojr; — Dar« 
dandles. — Constantinople. — Hippodrome.  —  Burned  Pillar.— 
Menagerie.  — Dock  yard  and  navy. —-Mint.  —  Visit  to  the  iU'- 
terior  of  the  mosques  with  the  British  ambassador.  —  Church  of 
St.  Sophia.— Religious  tenets  of  the  Mahomedans.  — Proces- 
sion of  Grand  Signior  to  mosque.  —  Janissaries. — Bosphorus. 
— Streets  of  the  capital.  —  Barber^s  shop. "—  Churchyard.  — 
Palace  of  the  English  ambassador.  —Popularly  of  Sir  Robert 
Liston.  —  Lady  W.  Montague.  —  Dervishes.  —  Representation 
of  ambassador  to  the  Porte,  of  the  conduct  of  the  governor  of 
Samaria.  .......  sS6 

CHAP.XXXVIII. 

Departure  from  Constantinople.  —  Arrival  at  Hydra.— Descrip- 
tion of  Athens. — Hill  of  Mars.— Apostie  Paul.  — Cattie  treading 
out  Com.  —  Convent.  —  Earthen  vessels  found.  —  Embark-* 
ation.  —  Corinth.  —  Description.  —  Cradle.  —  Bibles.  —  Em- 
barkation.—  Patras.  —  Church  of  Saint  Andrew. — Dreadful 
punishment  of  a  Turk.—  Embarkation,  r-  Cephalonia. — CcHrfii. 
— SaU  fior  Malta. 875 

CHAP,  xxxnt. 

•  '  " 

Malta*  — *  Description.  —Apostie  Paul.  —  Bay  under  Ms  name .— ^ 
Mode  adopted  by  criminals  to  insure  absolution  from  sm. — Soil 
of  island.  —  F^its.  —  Harbour  of  La  Vallett  —  Description  of 
houses.— Knights.  —  Palace. — Governor's  country  house.— 
Lavrs. — Criminals.— Church  of  St.  John.— Tomb  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercombie. — Inscription.       .....  999 

a  2 


CONTBKTS. 


Page 
CHAP.  XL. 

Passport.— Departure  for  Syracuse. — Arriral. —  Apostle  Paul's 
visit  to  this  place.  —  Harbour.  — «  Quarantine.  — -  Sicilian  baron. 
Disembarkadop. — Antient  city.  —  Amphitheatre. — Ear  of  Dio- 
nysius.  —  Church  of  St.  John.  —  Catacombs.  —  Fountain  of 
Arethusa. — Superstition  of  natives  —  Inn.  -—  Landlord. — Po^ 
pulation.  —  British]consuU  —  Embarkation  for  Mesona. — Arriv- 
al.—  Description. -r- Persons  hired  to  comnat  assassinatiom. -^ 
Letter  of  Virgin  Mary  to  inhabitants  of  Messina.—-  Cbarybdis. 
— Arrival  at  Catania.  —  Description.  —  Effect  of  torrents  of 
lava  from  iBtna.  ----.-  590 


CHAP.  XU. 

Vint  to  Mount  Etn^. — R^ons.  —  DevastatioD. — Obsenmtiofis. 
•—Arrival  at  foot  of  the  cone«-— Ascent  of  it  by  midnight  — 
Effects  produced  on  author  by  sulphureous  vapour  and  the  air. 
—  Extreme  difficulty  in  ascepding.  —  Arrival  at  sununit, — 
Horrors  described.  —  ReflectioBfl.  — -  Hints  to  traveUers.  ^^  Last 
eruption.-— Embarkiition  for.  Pf4enao.  -  •  -597 


CHAP.  XLIL 

P&lenno. •«-  Priests.  —  Population  of  dty.  —Particular  object  of 
SidJians.  —  Streets.  —Stalls.  —  British  army.  —  Fke  of  St. 
Rosalia.  — *  Description.  —  Convent  of  Capuchins.—  Human 
skeleton.  —  Country  house  of  king. — Sirocco  wind.  —  Embark- 
ation for  Malta. — Storm. — Arrival  at  Marsalla — Arrival  at 
Malta. — Embarkation. — Arrival  at  Gibraltar.  —  Description.    405 


CHAP.  XLin. 

Departure  firom  Gibraltar.— St.  Roque.-*  Wretched  inn.— Ma^ 
laga. — Hanoverian  consuJ.— 'DesajptiOB  of  town.  —  Cathedral. 
— Religious  observances  at  sun-«etting.  —  Departure.  —  Inn.  — 
Favourite  Spanish  dish.  -^  Ignorance  of  landlord. — Ossuna. — 
Monks.  •— Ladies  smoking.— Departure.— li^tary  escort. — 
Seville.  —  Description.  -~  Spanish  compliment  to  a  stranger.  — 
Embarkation  on  tile  Guadelquiver. — Cadiz.  —Return to  Seville. 
•—'Final  departure.  — Journey  to  the  aqiital. —  Carriage. — 
Aranjuez. «-  Effects  of  war.  —  Madrid.  —  Conversation  vrith 
royal  6unily.  —  EscuriaL  —  Description.  -^  RoyiJ  tombs*  — 


CONTENTS.  XXi 

Sabbath.  *-  Bull  and  cock  fi^ts.  ^—  Cruelty  to  animab.  — 
Reflections.  —  Rdigious  procefluons.  — « System  of  education.  •— 
Prado.  —  Ladies'  dress.  — -  Inquidtion.  —  Orders  of  Spain.  — 
GipsieB.^Dwarft. 419 


CHAP.  XLIV. 

Departure.  —  Inns. — Indolence  of  peasantry.—- Vittoria. —  Biscay. 
—  Pyrenees.  —  Bayonne.  —  Bourdeaux.  —  Paris.  —  Interview 
with  the  king.— Lady  taking  veil.— Pont  Neuf.  —  Departure. 
— >  Arriyal  in  London. —  Receipt  of  letter  of  Grand  Vizier^  Con- 
stantinople,  to  Sir  Robert  liston,  on  giving  orders  to  punish 
GrOYemor  of  Samaria.-— Reflections  on  the  whole  of  this  journey. 
-—Address  to  believers^  sceptics,  and  athdsts.— Conclusion.     -  427 

AfPBNJOIZ.  -..--.-  443 


LIST  OF  PLATES. 


Cana  in  Gralilee  •  ••••.••• to  be  placed  before  the  Title  Page. 

Column  of  Pompey .Jojront  page    25 

Obelisks  of  Alexandria — -—  2if 

View  of  Jerusalem —  HI 

Plain  of  Jericho...— •••••••••••••••••••• •• ■  '  165 

Procession  to  Sepulchre • • •  — — -  IBl 

Nazareth 910 

Mount  of  Beatitude ••. "—  921 

Mount  Tabor 221 

Lake  of  Genesareth ••••••.••••.•••. ••.•«•  — -^  224i 

Damascus............ ••••••.••••••••••••••••••«. ••••••  ■  285 

Costume  of  Damascus • ••  -—  289 

Interview  with  Pacha •• ••••• —  29Y 


Extracts  from  ReoieHis  of  the  First  Edition  of  this  Wbrk^ 
respecting  Egifpt  and  the  Holy  hand. 


Thxbs  is  one  satisfiiction  in  perusing  his  narratiYey  that  his  veracity 
ii|>pear8  to  be  beyond  all  suspicion.  We  have  seldom  met  with  a  tra- 
veller who  seemed  to  be  so  free  frcmi  all  design  of  giving  a  fiidse  colour- 
ing to  what  he  saw,  or  what  befel  him.  He  has  another  merit ;  he  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  book,  to  illustrate  which  he  wrote;  and  he 
writes  without  affectation.  We  leave  hu  book  with  sentiments  of  re- 
elect for  his  diligence  as  a  conunentator  on  the  Scripture,  and  implicit 
confidence  in  his  veracity  as  a  narrator;  which  will  afiferd  matter  of 
interesting  perusal  and  reflection  to  studelits  of  the  Bible. — KdMwr^ 
Review* 

The  object  of  this  work  is,  to  render  his  travels  a  sort  of  commentary 
on  those  portions  of  the  Old  Testament,  which  relate  to  the  habits  and 
eustoms  of  the  people  of  Judea.  We  know  of  no  traveller  who  has  taken 
equal  pamswith  Mr.  Wilson.  These  Travels  contain  much  curious 
informatiDn.  He  possesses  a  Aiong  memory^  which  has  enabled  him  to 
vecall  these  passages  in  the  sacred  writings,  which  were  capable  of  being 
illustrated  by  what  he  saw.— Xofuicm  Mmetan  of  lAlerature. 

There  b  some  serious  information '  in  his  work,  which  likewise  con- 
tains many  explanations  of  Scripture  hm^ry  and  manners.  The  well 
mtended  Object  of  it  is,  to  convert  the  8ceptioBl,'byhis  illuAtretions  of 
Scripture,'  and  the  many,  serious  .exhortations  which  the  author  has  in^ 
tcrmingled  with  his  narrative.  — Monthly  Magcaanq^  December. 

Unassuming  in  manner,  it  b  evident  he  writes  firom  the  genuine  in^ 
pulse  of  pious  feeling.  .  We  are  aware,  tiiat  to  a  certain,  and  rather 
numerous  class  of  readers,  this  volume  will  prove  highly  acceptable  an4 
advantageous. — lAterary  Begjkter,  - 

M^e  have  rarely  taken  up  a  bodk  of  travels  .with  a  more  earnest  desire 
to  explore  theScontents  than  tiib,  being  unbit  fc^  the  Satanic  School,  and 
truly  grateful  for  the  ^  light  and  immortality"  bestowed  by  the  Gospel. 
We  are,  in  truth,  edified  by  the  unaffected  piety,  and  warmed  with  the 
ardent  enthusiasm  with  which  he  pursued  hb  pilgrimage,  in  despite  of 
obstacles  the  most  f^palling,  and  circnmstances  the  most  annoying. 
Christians  of  every  denomination  vrill  unite  in  thanking  the  Author  for 
hb  labours  in  the  cause  of  their  Great  Master;  and  the  .sceptic  will, 
with  still  more  gratitude,  peruse  that  detail  which  serves  to  elucidate 
and  confirm  the  sacred  writings.  The  description  of  the  Dead  Sea  is 
more  fiill  than  we  have  met  with  before.  This  b  a  work  likely  to  be- 
come a  favourite,  equally  with  the  religious  reader  and  general  en* 
quirer. —  Gazette  ofFathion. 

The  last  book  on  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land  claims  most  attention, 
particularly  as  the  production  of  so  entertaining  and  intelligent  a  tra- 
veller as  Mr.  W.R.  Wilson.  In  both  respects  we  can  recommend  this 
modest  octavo  to  the  perusal  of  our  readers.  The  portions  which  relate 
to  the  Holy  Land  leave  us  littie  more  to  desire.  We  have  not  seen  a  re- 
cent Book  of  Travels  more  worthy  of  extended  notice.— 'ilfoii^%  Mag, 
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Having  long  entertained  on  ardent  desire  to  visit  that 
country,  where  transactions  of  the  most  sacred  and  impor- 
tant nature  to  the  best  interests  of  the  human  race  are 
recorded  to  have  occurred,  and  which  rendered  it  in  my 
apprehension  more  attractive  than  any  other  spot  on  the 
face  of  the  earth ;  and  being  favoured  with  letters  of  re- 
commendation from  my  lamented  friend,  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  several  private  individuals,  together 


2  MARSEILLES. 

with  a  patent  letter  which  I  obtained  at  Rome  from  the 
Propaganda  Fidei,  addressed  to  the  convents  in  the  Holy 
Land*,  I  left  London  in  September  1819.  On  arrivingt^ 
at  Paris  I  obtained  additional  letters  of  introduction  from 
his  excellency  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  the  British  Ambassador, 
Viscomit  Chateaubriand,  who  had  himself  travelled  through 
Palestine,  and  several  Greek  and  Arab  ecclesiastics. 

Departing  from  the  French  capital,  I  soon  reached 
Lyons,  a  place  famous  for  its  manufactures  of  silk.  I 
embarked  in  a  rude  barge  employed  in  the  conveyance 
of  goods  on  the  Rhone,  on  each  side  of  which  river  the 
most  beautiful  and  diversified  scenery,  presents  itself  to 
view.  I  was  quickly  carried  down  the  stream,  and  passed 
under  the  bridge  of  St  Esprit.  This  passage  is  attended 
with  considerable  danger  from  the  .'great  body  of  water 
which  rushes  through  the  arches.'  I  arrived  at  Avignon, 
formerly  part  of  the  papal  dominions.  Here  still  remain 
the  ruins  of  an  extensive  ecclesiastical  palace,  on  an 
elevated  spot,  commanding  a  view  of  the  town  below. 
Leaving  this  place,  I  proceeded  to  Marseilles,  the  principal 
streets  of  which  are  broad,  and. adorned  with  trees  on  each 
side.  It  has  an  excellent  port.  Here  I  accidentally  met 
with  Mr.  Barker,  the  British  Consul,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Aleppo.  Having  explained  to  him  the  nature  of 
the  journey  I  had  in  contemplation,  he  recommended  me 
to  forward  to  Sir  Robert.Liston,  the  British  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople,  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  requesting  him  to  procure 
and  transmit  to  ipe  at  St.  Jean  d' Acre,  the  necessfify 
firman  or  passport  from  the  Grand  Signior.  This  sug- 
gestion I  immediately  adopted.  Mr.  Barker  also  gave  me 
letters  to  different  Consuls,  and  in  a  handsome  manner 
afforded  me  whatever  information  might  facilitate  my 
expedition.  During  my  residence  at  Marseilles,  I  was 
occupied  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 

* 

*  I  r^et  that  having  lost  this  <:uriou0  document  I  am  unable  to  in« 
sert  it  in  the  Appendix. 
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voyage.  These  chiefly  (Consisted  of  a  proper  quantity  of 
-specie  to  defray  expenees,  being  assured  by  a  banker  that 
it  could  not  be  obtained  at  Alexandria.  I  also  procured 
a  number  of  watches  to  offer  as  [H'esents,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  East,  to  the  chie&  from  whom  I  might  have 
occasion  to  claim  protection^  require  escorts,  or  otiber 
iavors. 

On  Sunday  the  93th  of  October,  I  attended  dirine 
'Service  in  the  Protestant  Church,  where  an  interesting 
discourse  was  delivered  by  a  young  clergyman  on  Prbverb$ 
itxiil*  26*  My  son  give  me  thine  hearty  and  let  thine  eyes 
cbserve  tvy  vocafs.  It  was  highly  gratifying  to  enjoy  the 
blessing  of  the  gospel  preached  in  a  foreign  land,  especiidly 
in  the  prospect  of  such  a  journey  as  I  was  about  to  un- 
dertake! Accustomed  to  our  own  simple  and  impressive 
mode  of  worship,  the.  pomp  and  pageantry  of  the 
Romish  •  ritual  appeared  like  the  mere  mimic  exhibitions 
of  the  stage. 

I  was  much  concerned  to  find  in  this  place,  that  in 
the  evening,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  continent  which  I 
had  visited,  the  Catholics  gave  themselves  up  to  all 
kinds  of  sensual  gratifications:  every  species  of  folly, 
buffoonery,  and  amusement  was  indulged  in;  even  the 
public  theatre  was  open,  and  crowds  of  people  were 
pressing  for  admission  into  it  It  appeared  to  me  peculiarly 
inconsistent  to  find  the  members  of  a  church,  professing 
such  strict  opinions  with  respect  to  all  institutions  con- 
nect with  their  religion,  entertaining  so  little  reverence 
for  the  Christiim  Sabbath.  This  sacred  day  seemed 
ahnost  totally  disregaikied,  though  so  solemnly  aiid  ^- 
pressly  appointed  by  God  himself,  in  commemoration  of 
the  creation  of  the  world  in  six  days,  and  who  loudly 
proclaimed  to  mankind,  in  reference  to  the  seventh, 
that  great  commandment,  Remember  that  thou  keep  holy 
the  Sabbath  day,*  When  I  passed  through  Amiens,  I 
saw  a  great  number  of  people  come  out  of  a  church, 
situated  on  one  side  of  a  street,  and  go  into  a  theatx^ 

!  *£x0du8xx.  8.  xxxi*  13,  14.  17. 
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directly  opposite  to  it,  on  the  Sabbath-day.*  Eren  the 
bells  of  the  churches  appear  to  have  no  dSsct  in  banish- 
ii^  the  enemy  of  mankind,  though  at  the  erection  of  such 
sacred  edifices  it  forms  part  of  a  benediction  pronounced 
by  the  Bishop,  that  when  they  sound,  the  devil  may 
tremble  and  fly  away,   and  his  fiery  darts  recoil  back- 

ward.f 

It  is  remarkaUe,  that  notwithstanding  the  extreme 
passicm  which  has  been  manifissted  by  the  French  for 
theatrical  amusements  on  the. Sabbath,  it  has  been  ex- 
pressly condemned  by  one  of  the  most  enlightened  fathers 
of  the  church,  ever  produced  by  that  nation,  in  a  very 
celebrated  discourse.^  Considering  that  there  are  about 
fi>rty  theatres  and -public  spectacles  in  Paris,.and  that  in 
the  different  departments  in  France,  the  population  is 
estimated  at  80,407,907,  and  in  every  town  or  village  where 
there  are  from  three  to  five  thousand  inhabitants,  two  or 
more  theatres   are  thrown  open  on  the  evening  of  the 

...  .  ^     ■ 

*  This  circumstance  forcibly  brought  to  my  recollection  the  words 
of  the  satirist :  — 

"  Where'er  the  Lord  erects  a  house  of  prayer, 
The  devil's  sure  to  build  a  chapel  near : 
And 'twill  be- found,  upon  exaimnationy 
That  Satan  has  the  largest  congregation." 

f  It  is  the  practice  in  Catholic  countries  to  bliptize  bells;  and  on 
these  occasions  some  persons  act  as  godfathers  and  godmothers,  and  a 
prayer  to  this  effect  is  offered  up.  "  O  Lord,  sanctify  it  by  thy  Holy 
**  Spirit,  that  when  it  sounds  in  thy  people's  ears,  their  £aith  and  devo- 
^'  tion  may  increase,  the  devil  be  afhtid,  tremble,  and  fly  at  the  sound 
"  of  it.  •  O  Lord,  pour  upon  it  thy  Holy  Spirit^  that  the  fiei^  darts  of 
^  the  devil  may  be  made  to  fly  backwards :  and  grant  that  all  who  come 
**  to  the  church  at  the  sound  of  it,  .may  be  free  from  all  temptation  to 


«  sin." 


t  **  You  have  only  to  decide,  whether  you  can  connect  the  glory  of 
•*  Jesus  Christ  with  the  pleasure  of  a  theatre.  What!  The  theatres 
^  iare  the  works  of  Jesus  Christ !  These  blasphemies  strike  me  with 
^  honror.  Would  Jesus  Christ  preside  in  assemblies  of  sin,  where 
**  every  thing  we  hear  weakens  his  doctrines ;  where  the  pobon  enters 
**  the  soul  by  all  the  senses,  and  every  art  is  employed  to  inspire,  and 
''awaken,  and  justify  the  passions  he  condenms?  Every  Christian 
'<  ought  to  abstun  from  them,  however  innocent  he  may  flatter  himself 
**  to  be,  in  bringing  from  these  places  an  untainted  heart.  It  is  sullied 
**  by  being  there;  since  by  his  presence  alone  he  has  participated  In 
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•  sabbtttb ;  some  calculation  may  be  formed  of  the  exteot 
of  the  evil  which  arises  from  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  the 
divine  command.  This  occurs  in  a  land  where  pure  and 
undefiled  religiop  is  professed,  and  declared  to  be  practically 
regarded.  It  is,  however,  a  just  subject  of  gratitude  that 
no  such  pro&ne  conduct  is  to  be  seen  in  our  own  happy 
country.* 

The  extraordinary  circumstances  which  here  fell  under 
my  observation    are    awfiilfy  instructive.     They  clearly 
evince  that  the  forms  of  superstition  have  lost  their  energy, 
even  for  maintaining  formal  decency.     As  to  the  worship 
of  Protestants,  although  they  who  adore  the  Almighty  in 
Aat  character,   are  seldom  so  grossly  profane  as  to  go 
direct  from  a  church  to  a  theatre,  yet  they  require  ad- 
moifition,  and  ought  to  take  warning,  and  studiously  avmd 
the  Tock  on  which  so  many  have  made  shipwreck  of 
faith.     When  men  discover  a  spirit  of  frivolity  and  levity, 
it  betrays  the  secret  that  their  worshq)  has  not  been 
spiritual.     Many  persons  spend  part  of  the  sacred  day 
in  walking  or  visiting,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  amuse- 
ment or  empty  talk.     They  thus  proclaim  that  their  con- 
duct in  the  church  was  an  impious  lie.     It  frequently  is 
the  preparation  for  bolder  iniquity  in  the  closing  scenes  of 
the  day.    Many  are  thus  induced  to  sanction  bull-fighting, 
c^rds,  dancing,  and  other  amusements,  which  are  at  open 
variance  with  that  spirit  in  which  we  ought  to  be  on  the 
Lord\j3ay*  , 

CH)'^  Monday  the  26th  of  October,  I  embarked  on  board 

a  neW  f^renck  vessel,  the  St.  Jean  Bi^tist,  sailing  direct 

.«>  ' 

«<  the  works  of  Satan,  and  violated  the  moit  sacred  promises  he  had 
**  made  to  Jesus  Christ*  and  to  his  Church."    Masillon. 

**  It  is  at  the  theatre  our  daughters  are  taught  the  art  of  skilfully 
*^  conducting  an  intrigue,  of  concealing  from  their  parents  the  secrets  . 
**  of  their  hearts,  and  of  cherishing  a  passion  condemned  by  propriety 
**  and  morality."    Abbe  Clement. 

,♦  I  love  thee  still. 

My  country  J  and  while  yet  a  nook  is  ^eft, 
'  Inhere  English  miiyls  and  manners  may.be  found, 
'  Shall  be  cooftrain'd  to  love  thee.  Cowpia, 

B  3    . 
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for  Alexahdria,  in  Egypt  I  agreed  to  ^aj  for  the  piMSsage 
fifteen  Napoleons,  (12/*  lOs.  sterling),  to  lay  ki  my  own 
stores,  and  if,  at  the  end  of  the  voyage,  I  Was  satisfied 
with  the  ciTiIity  and  attention  given  me  by  the  captain,  I 
promised  something  more  as  a  gratuity. 

A  voyage  in  the  Mediterranean  has  been  so  firequeiidy 
described,  that  no  novelty  can  reasonably  be  expected  fit>m 
my  pen,  as  to  any  circumstance  which  occurred  to  me* 
I  encountered  the  usual  baflHhg  and  tempestuous  winds, 
which  are  so  often  alluded  to  in  the  classical  writers  and 
the  sacred  scriptures,  as  attending  the  enterprises  of  ancient 
navigators.  At  one  moment  we  were  in  a  dead  Calm, 
and  at  another  a  hurricane  set  in,  which  threatened  to 
upset  the  vesisel.  In  passing  the  Island  of  Candia,  foiv 
merly  denominated  Crete*,  (for  the  Pranks  only  have 
superseded  the  classical  name,  and  it  is  still  so  called  by 
the  Greeks,)  I  could  not  avoid  the  recollection,  that  here 
the  gospel  was  planted  by  St.  Paul  himself.  But  now, 
alas !  the  vineyard  is  overruii  with  the  weeds  of  Gredc 
and  Roman  error,  and  Mahomedan  devastation;*  thus 
verifying  the  declaration  of  the  inspired  Apostle,  that 
Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos  water,  but  God  giveth  the 
increase.  That  this  great  convert  to  the  faith  was  the 
first  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  Crete,  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained;  his  address  to  Titus  clearly 
proves  the  fact. 

The  doudy  and  tempestuous  weather  which  prevails 
between  this  island  and  the  coast  of  Greece,  has  in  all  ages 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  alarm  to  mariners,  that  the 
hazards  of  the  passage  are  proverbial.  Revelation,  in  my 
judgment,  is  in  some  degree  rendered  authentic,  and  de- 
rives the  strongest  confirmatory  evidence,  from  what  is  re- 
corded respecting  the  voyage  of  this  ambassador  of  Christ, 
when  considered  with  reference  to  what  happened  to  hin^ 
at  that  place.f 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  many  persons 
are  disposed  to  think  that  swallows,  fi'om  disappearing  in 

I 

•  Titus  I  5.  t  Acts  xxvi.  20—25. 
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winfanry  s^uxie  a  t«treat  in  some  sequ^tered  spot,  wfaare 
they  8l«^.  or  sink  into  a,  torpid  stat^  and  ore  only  awaken-r 
ed  by  the  influence  of  spring.  I  apprehend^  howevery 
Hm  i$  a  mistake.  The^  fact  is,  their  .migration  is  annual 
and  regular.  Of  this  I.  had  the  fullest  proof  in  the  im« 
mei^pe  bodies  of  those  birds  which  I  perceired  pushing 
their  way  ki  the  direction  of  £gypt  from'  Europe,  during 
th^  prcf^nt  month,  when  the  winter  sets  in.  When 
they  depart  early,  it  is  considered  as  a  prognostication 
of  severe  weather.  They  return  to  our  climate  in  the 
tieautiful  season  of  the  year.  This  circumstance  is  ex** 
prc^y  alluded  to  in  the  scriptures.*  There  are  indeed 
vaapy  passages  in  which  this  bird  is  particularly  referred 
to*  It  appears  to  have  been  of  a  privileged  kind,  and  waa 
pennitted  to  construct  its  nest  in  the  cloister  of  the 
IMmcl^ary  of  Jehovah.^  It  was  ranked  among  those 
whose  jUikeness,  as  an  otgect  of  idolatry,  was  reprobated 
under  the  Mosaic  dispensation.:): 

.After  passing  Candia,  we  had  a  pleasant  run  to  the  coast 
ofE^Q^  The  wind  was  in  general  &vorable,  the  wea- 
ther cheerful,  and  very  warm  for  the  season,  as  we  iqp- 
proQch^d  Alexandria.  When,  however,  the  famous  pillar, 
of  Pompey,  became  visible,  the  breezes  from  the  low  sandy 
coast  came  off,  and  forced  us  to  beat  about.  Nothing  in 
the  course  of  the  voyage  was  more  disagreeable  than  this 
tantalizing  situati(ai)  At  night  I  was  gratified  with  the 
sig^t  of  a  phenomenon,  which  had  never  struck  me  so 
forcibly  on  any  former  occasion.  The  sky  appeared 
remarkably  serene,  and  its  azure  so  pure  and  beautiful, 
that  the  stars  shone  with  a  brilliancy  of  which  it  ia  not 

*  Jer.  yiii.  7.      f  Psaim  Ixxziv.  3.       I  Deut  iv.  15, 16, 17. 

Id  speaking  of  these  birds^  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  a  cir« 
cumstance  related  to  me  by  a  friend,  expressiTe  of  their  industry,  and 
fidelity  to  each  other.  A  swallow  had  built  her  nest  under  the  porch' 
of  his  house,  which  happened  to  fall  during  a  storm.  In  consequence 
ef  this  theplacewas  soon  surrounded  by  a  numberof  swaUowSy  who,  with 
the  ntmost  diligence*  co-operated,  rebuilt  the  nest,  and  after  putting, 
the  original  proprietor  in  possession,  quietly  left  it. 
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posnble  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  to  the  inhabitairts^  of 
our  hamid  atmosphiere.  The  view  of  the  heavens  o£P  thb 
coast  I  shall  ever  consider  as  one  of  the  most  iplen* 
did  displays  of  the  magnificence  of  oreation*  When 
I  looked  at  those  glorious  orbs  as  they  sparkled  in  the 
dear  crystal  of  their  spheres,  I  could  not  refram  firom 
acclaiming  in  the  language  of  holy  writ,  if  the  **  stars  are 
not  pure  in  God's  sight,  how  much  less  man  that  is  a 
worm,  and  the  son  of  man  which  is  a  worm  l***  . 

On  the  seccmd  night  the  wind  from  the  shore  freshened 
into  a  gale,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  anxiety  b^an 
to  prevail  on  board,  lest  our  provisions  should  be  ex- 
hausted before  die  completion  of  the  voyage.  The  captain, 
^ho,  it  may  be  observed,  had  previously  boasted  he  had 
holy-water  on  board,  without  which  he  never  attempted 
to  put  to  sea,  appeared  now  to  have  no  confidence  in  his 
only  saf^oard,  but  in  a  frenzy  of  passion  blasphemed  the 
name  of  Grod,  and  chided  the  winds  with  horrid  oaths  and 
imprecations,  as  if  they  were  capable  of  being  contrcdkd 
by  the  angry  remonstrances  of  a  feeble  mortal.  The  gale 
increased  to  a  frightfiil  tempest,  which  forced  us  to  stand 
out  to  sea*  At  a  distance  we  saw  water  spouts  of  a  pAn 
digious  height,  and  were  under  great  appr^ension  of 
coming  in  contact  with  them.  Another  passenger  and 
myself  were  shut  up  under  hatches.  Every  sail  was  fiiried, 
the  helm  lashed,  and  the  vessel  allowed  to  encounter  the 
pitiless  gale  under  bare  poles.  Hie  thunder  at  this  time 
was  terrific  The  bark  firequently  appeared  as  if  enveloped 
in  flames  by  the  lightning.  The  cracking  of  the  masts, 
threatening  to  fall  every  moment;  the  stammering  of  the 
mariners  on  deck;  the  violent  whistling  of  the  wind 
throi^  the  ropes ;  with  the  breaking  of  articles  below, 
and  the  violent  tossing  to  and  fro  of  the  ship,  excited  an 
apprehension  every  moment  that  she  was  going  down, 
and  rendered  this  a  most  awful  night.  The  stars,  as  they 
were  seen  through  the  douds,  appeared  as  if  they  were 
driven  from  their  courses,  and  the  surrounding  billows 

*  Job  xiv«  5f  6, 
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HpuAieA  and  flashed.  It  was  with,  the  greatest  difficult 
tiiat  the  captain  and  mariners  were  able  to  keep  a  firtn' 
iboting  on  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  which  groaned  as  she 
plunged  into  the  hollow  of  the  waves.  We  natarally  con- 
cluded that  we  should  quickly  be  hurried  into  the  eternal 
world.  Every  thing  indeed  proclaimed  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  human  power  to  save  us,  and  that  we  were 
altogether  in  the  hands  of  that  almighty  Being,  who  ^'  mea» 
sureth  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand."* 

In  the  course  of  the  following  day,  when  this  dreadful 
tempest  had  abated,  we  observed  several  very  large  fishes 
sporting  about  the  ship,  some  of  which  could  not  be  less 
than  sixty  feet  in  length,  and  appeared  as  long  as  the  vessel 
itself.  Sceptics  are  known  to  be  in  the  practice  of  dis-^ 
puting,*  nay,  even  reviling  tli^  veracity  of  the  book  of 
Jonidi,  by  contending  that  there  are  no  fish  of  such  mag^ 
nitude  in  the  Mediterranean  sea,  as  that  described  to 
have  been  the  miraculous  preserver  of  the  Prophet,  f  But 
exactly  in  the  same  portion  of  the  sea  where  the  vessel 
with  Jonah  encountered  the  tempest,  I  have  been  witness 
to  their  existence,  after  the  subsiding  of  a  storm,  in  which 
perhaps  the  agitation  of  the  waters  roused  these  enor- 
mous monsters  from  their  oosy  beds  in  the  caverns  of 
the  great  deep. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the 
28th  of  November,  we  at  last  entered  the  port  of  Alexanr 
dria,  when  an  armed  Arab  came  on  board  to  act  as  a 
pilot  I  was  surprized  to  find  so  many  vessds  of  all  na* 
tions  in  the  harbour,  to  be  loaded  with  grain,  having  been 
led  to  expect  fi'om  the  desolated  state  of  Egypt,  that  I 
should  have  seen  this  great  ancient  port  almost  deserted. 
But  Egypt,  under  her  change,  is  so  endowed  by  nature 
with  extraordinary  fertility,  that  she  still  continues  to  pour 
her  com  and  fiuits  firom  the  horn  of  abundance  into  the 
lap  of  other  nadons.  In  v  opposing  avarice  to  tyranny, 
commerce  has  here  still  preserved  her  seat,  and  by,  the 
benefits  which  she  has  shewn  herself  capable  of  bestowing, 

*  Isaiah  Ix.  12.  t  Jomib  i.  17. 
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has  obunnedia  Mobainmed  Ali»  the  present  popular  pachft 
or  governor  of  tiiat  extensive  eountry,  a  most  inde&tigablo 
tmd  pc^erfid  protector. 

.  On  landing  I  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.Lee, 
Ae  British  Coniiui^  who  was  polite  and  hospitable.  I  found 
I  had  been  decaived  by  the  infonnialion  .given  me  by  the 
tiMinker  at  MarseiUes*  and  that  the  coin  of  this  coontiy 
could  have  been  detained  for  my  money  in  return  for  bills 
on  England;  a  hint  which  may  be  useful  to  future  tra- 
tellers.  I  engaged  a  servant  who  spoke  difierent  lan- 
guages ;  this  is  an  indispensable  requisite.  I  strongly  r&* 
commend  an  attention  to  this,  qualification,  and  that  pro- 
per certificates  as  to  honesty  and  integrity  be  produced^ 
since  an  almost  unlimited  degree  of  confidence  must  be 
placed  in  t£em  as  guides.  ,  Life  and  safety  are  in  their 
hands,  and  a  successful  termination  of  the  journey  chiefly 
dj^pends  pn  their  fidelity.       ;    , 
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ALEXANDRIA.--- ABOLITION  OF  THB  DISTINCTION  OF  HA11B0UR8 
.     FOR    TaS    MAKOMBDAKS    AND   CHRISTIANB,    BY   THB    COM# 
MANDBR  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY.  •— CONTRAST  BBTWREN  THR 
ENGLISH  AND  FRENCH  FORCES.  -7-  EXALTRD  OPINION  ENiTBR* 
TAINED  OF  THE  FORMER  BY  THE  EGYPTIANS.  -->  OPPRESSIONS 
,OF  THE  FRENCH.  —  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  THE  WAR.  —  REVOLU- 
TION.—  MAHOMMED  ALI  DECLARED  PACHA,  AND  CONFIRMED 
BY  THE  PORTE.  —  IMPROVEMENTS  UNDER  HIS  GOVERNMENT.— 
GRAND  CANAL  FROM  THE  NILE  TO  ALEXANDRIA.  —  ANTIENT 
PREJUDICE  AS   TO   THE  HARBOURS   RENEWED.  —  DEMAND  OF 
BRITISH   CONSUL   THAT   THE   PRIVILEGES   CONCEDED   TO   SIR 
JOHN  STUART  SHOULD  BE  EXERCISED. —  GRANTED.  —  IMPOR* 
TANT    EFFECTS    TO    EUROPEANS.  —  OBSERVATIONS    ON    THB 
PLAGUE.  —  HOSPITAL  AT  ALEXANDRIA.  —  PACHA's  FLEET.— 
LANGUAGES  SPOKEN  AT  ALEXANDRIA. 

O^  aU  countries  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  Egypt  has  per- 
haps a  claim  to  the  highest  antiquity.  It  is  supposed  ori- 
ginally to  have  been  peopled  by  Mizraim,  the  son  of  Ham^ 
and  is  called  by  hi^  name  in  Scripture.  In  the  Psalms  it 
is  denominated  the  Land  of  Ham.  The  ethology  of  the 
name  by  which  it  is  now  known  to  us,  is  involved  in  great 
uncertainty.  It  was  here  that  n^morable  acts  were  esc- 
ercised  by  the  stretcUed-out  arm  of  the  Almighty  against 
Fharaoh  *  and  his  band,  and  redeeming  the  children  of 
Israel  from  captivity,  and  establishing  them  hi^  above 
all  nations  in  power  and  hdiness.  f 

Alexandria,  or  Scanderia,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  was 

'  built  by  Alexander  the  Great.    It  is  divided  into  three  di& 

'  ferent  parts,  the  upper,  middle,  and  lower  districts ;  but  no 

part  of  the  old  city  c^an  now  be  described  otherwise  than 

as  a  mass  of  ruins,  weeping,  as  it  were^  over  faHen  gr«ih> 

*  DeutrV.  J.  t  lb;xiii«  13.  zzvL  19. 
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deur  and  the  ravages  of  time.    A  portion,  however,  of  the 
antient  Walls  is  still  standing. 

The  modem  town,  in  its  general  appearance,  is  wretched 
and  mean,  and  has  an  air  of  poverty  which  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult    to   depict ;    in    fSurt,    with   the  excep- 
tion of  the  palace  of  the  Pacha  and  the  houses  of  the  Con- 
suls, especially  that  of  the  Brtttsh^  the  habitations  are  d^ 
pioraUein  Ae  extreme,  and  every  thing  is  totally  at  va- 
riance with  English  manners,  customs,  and  comforts. 
^    Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  rags.     Those  who  are 
occupied  about  the  harbours  are  in  a  complete  state  of 
nudity.     Tlie  number  of  females  is  hot  in  proportion  to 
that  of  males.     They  are  miserable  objects,  having  their 
faces  covered  with  ragged  cloths,  and  small  holes  for  the 
eyes,  a  custom  which  is  founded  on  certain  religious  tenets 
which  they  profess.     The  Franks  live  in  a  part  of  the  town 
distinct  from  the  Mahomedans,  and  there  appears  no  re- 
markable prejudice  to  their  dress  as  Christians.  One  of  die 
regulations  of  police  is,  that  no  person  is  permitted  to  go 
abroad  at  night  without  carr3dng  a  light.     There  is  a  eon- 
vent  at  a  short  distance  from  the  town,  said  to  be  built  on 
the  spot  where  the  church  of  Athanasius  was  founded. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed  further  with  a  description 
of  Alexandria,  it  may  not  be  improper'  to  bring-  into 
view  some  observations  with  regard  to  that  period 
when  the  Enghsh  and.  French  armies  were  in  Elgypt; 
those  beneficial  eflfetts  which  have  arisen  to  Europeans  in 
consequence  of  the  exertions  of  some  of  the  commanders 
of  the  'British  forces ;  the  estimation  in  which  our  army  was 
and  is  still  held  by  ,the  natives;  with  a  sketch  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  present  Ruler,  whose  friendship  it  appears 
to  be  so  much  the  interest  of  England  to  cultivate  and 
secure. 

When  the  expulsion  of  the  French  took  place  in 
1801,  the  Bridsh  army  finally  evacuated  the  country  in 
1803.  On  this  occasion  a  variety  of  priykges  were  se- 
i^red  to  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  which  extended  to 
all  Europeans,  in  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  Sir  John 
Stuart.    One  of  the  most  important  was  giving  permis- 


BUONAPARTE.  15 

«on  to  the  vessels  of  Europeans  to  enter,  and  make  use  ; 
of  the  Western  harbour,  from  which  they  had  always  beoi 
expressly  excluded,  by  motives  of  jealousy  on  the  part 
of  the  Mussuhnen ;  a  port,  in  fact,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  only  one  of  perfect  security  on  the  coast  of' 
Egypt 

Previous  to  the  invasion  of  Buonaparte  in  1798,  ships 
of  war,  and  those  off  merchants  from  Europe,  had  only 
liberty  to  enter  the  Eastern  harbour,  which,  from  the  little 
depth  of  water  and  its  rocky  bottom,  was  always  attended 
.with  a  degree  of  danger.  Independent  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage possessed  by  the  one  harbour  over  the  otfa^,  the 
exclusion  from  that  of  the  western  had  become  o£fensive  to 
Europeans,  from  the  consideration  that  it  was  deno* 
minated  by  the  Mahomedans  <^  The  Harbour  ofllije  Faith' 
fiir  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  eastern  port,  appro- 
priated for  the  Europeans,  was  branded  with  the  appd- 
lation  of  "  The  Harbour  of  the  InfidelP 

This  invidious  distinction  occupied  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  Sir  John  Stuart,  who  had  the  merit  of  accomplish* 
ing  its  abolition,  by  throwing  open  the  western  harbour 
to  European  vessels  of  all  descriptions.  Incalculable  ad- 
vantages b|i;ve  in  consequence  followed,  as  they  now  ride 
in  all  possible  security,  in  sufficient  depth  of  water,  which 
is  moreover  capable  of  admitting  any  number  of  ships  of 
the  greatest  burthen. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  under  the  government  of  the 
Mamelukes,  no  Christian  was  permitted  to  ride  on  horse- 
back along  the  streets  of  Grand  Cairo,  the  capital,  or  in 
any  quarter  of  the  country,  that  animal  having  been  ex- 
clusively reserved  for  the  Mahomedans,  who  permit  only 
the  ass  to  be  used  by  Christians,  who  in  fact  were  for- 
merly obliged  to  dismount  and  walk  till  the  infidels  had 
passed  them.  Sir  John  had  also  the  credit  of  giving  a 
blow  to  this  Indignity,  and  making  a  special  stipulation, 
that  Christians  should  be  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  nW- 
ing  on  horses  ifi  all  parts  of  Egypt.   ■ 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  English  and  French 
armies*  it  is  imppssible  tQ^  conceive  a  more  striking  contrast 
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than  that  wfaieh  existed  between  thd  one  and  the  other,  te 
the  truth  of  which  the  natives  bear,  the  most  <unple  tbsti<f 
mony.  That  of  the  Trench  rendered  itself  peculiarly  odi« 
oasy  while  the  former  conunanded  universal  respect  Buo* 
naparte,  without  any  provocation  or  declaration  of  hbs* 
tilities,  suddenly  invaded  the  country,  which  roused  agednst 
his  troops,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  all  the  religious  and  po- 
litical feelings  of  the  Egyptians.  The  operations  com« 
menced  in  taking  Alexandria  by  assault,  when  the  gar- 
rison was  put  to  the  sword,  with  many  of  the  inhabitwtis* 
This  was  followed  by  heart-rending  scenes  throughout  the 
whole  range  of  Lower  and  Upper  £gy|>t ;  outrages  which 
the  French  appeared  to  justify  on  the  ground  of  that  re» 
distance  which  they  had  met  with  at  all  points,  both  from 
Mamelukes  and  natives.  The  authenticity  of  this  foct  is 
flftrikingly  confirmed  by  a  French  traveller  who'accom* 
panied  the  armies  during  the  campaign  in  that  quarter.  • 

*  We  who  had  boasted  that  we  were  more  just  than  the  Mamelukes, 
committed  daily  a  great  number  of  ifiiquHotu  acts.    The  soldiers  sent 
tHit  on  scouting  parties  frequently  mistook  for  Meccans  the  poor  mer- 
chants belonging  to  a  caravan^  with  whom  they  fell  in,  and  before  jus- 
tice could  be  done  them,  two  or  three  of  them  had  been  shot,  a  part  of 
their  merchandize  either  plundered  or  pilfered.    The  gains  which  re- 
sulted from  these  outrages  fell  invariably  to  the  share  of  the  bloodaucJcers 
of  the  soldiers,  who  sought  every  opportunity  to  enrich  themselves,  being 
constantly  obliged  to  abandon  their  projects  by  the  drums  beating  to 
.arms,  or  the  trumpet  soundings  to  horse.    The  situation  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, for  whose  happiness  and  prosperity  we  were  no  doubt  come  to 
Egypt,  was  no  better.    If  through  terror  they  had  been  obliged  to  quit 
tiieir  housed  on  our  approach,  on  their  return  after  we  were  wUhdrawih 
•diey  could  ftad  nothing  but  jthe  mud  of  which  the  walls  were  formed.; 
«itensils,  ploughs,  doors,  roofs,  every  thing  in  short  of  a  combustible 
nature,  had  been*  burned  for  cooking,  the  earthen  pots  broken,  com 
consumed,  and  the  fowls  And  pigeons  roasted  and  devoured.    Nothing 
was  to  be  found  except  the  bodies  of  their  dogs  killed  in  endeavouring 
io  save  the  property  of  their  masters.    If  we  made  any  stay  in  a  villa^s 
the  unfortunate  inhabitants  who  had  fled  on  our  approach  were  sum- 
moned to  return,  under  penalty  of  being  treated  as  rebeb  who  had  joined 
the  enemy,  and  of  being  made  to  pay  double  contribution.    When  they 
f  utoitted  to  these  threats,  and  came  to  pay  the  mtri,  it  sometimes  hap- 
pened diat  they  were  so  numerous  as  to  be  mistaken  fbr  a  body  of  men 
in  anaii  ^eir  clt^  conndered  it  muskets,  in  which  caie  ihey  were  sure 
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^9  destructicHi  of  tUe  iVeoch  fleet  at  Abtmldr  had  the 
efiect  of  cutting  off  all  communication  with  France,  and 
thus  confined  the  army  to  its  own  resources*  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  rigorous  contributions  were  levied  oh  the 
country  for  its  support,  which  mcreased  the  exasperated 
feelings  of  the  natives,  and  prompted  them  to  engage  in  a 
most  vindictive  war&re.  The  object  of  the  English  army 
in  landing  in  Egypt,  was  to  assist  the  forces  of  Turkey  in 
A  their  operations  of  wresting  the  country  from  the  hands  of 

such  (^pressors.  Instead  of  forcing  any  exactions  after 
the  example  of  the  French,  the  conduct  of  the  British  was 
marked  by  principles  most  honourable  and  just  Ample 
fiinds  accompanied  the  troops,  not  only  for  their  own  pay- 
ment, but  for  every  article  which  was  supplied  to  them  by 
the  natives.  No  army,  in  short,  stood  on  higher  ground 
to  command  admiration  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  not 
only  in  this  respect,  and  the  strict  discipline  which  was 
maintained,  but  the  protection  it  afforded  to  property,  and 
that  strictiy  impartial  justice  which  it  administered  to  all 
the  inhabitants  during  its  occupation  of  Alexandria. 

These  considerations,  added  to  die  advwitages  derived 
from  the  revival  of  foreign  commerce,  were  calculated  to 
impress  the  Egyptians  not  only  with  feelings  of  gratitude, 
but  to  exalt  still  more  their  o^nion  of  the  liberality  and 
justice  of  the  English.    Indeed,  I  rq)eatedly  had  the  gratis 


of  being  assmkd  by  several  discharges  from  the  riflemen  and  patrotd, 
before  an  explanatk>n  could  take  place.  Those  who  were  killed  wer^ 
interred,  and  the  survivors  remained  friends  with  us  un^  9  proper 
opportunity  presented  itself  for  retaliation.  It  is  true,  that,  provided 
they  did  not  quit  their  dwellings,  but  paid  the  miri  and  supplied  the 
wants  of  the  army,  they  not  only  spared  themselves  the  trouble  of  a 
journey,  and  avoided  the  unpleasant  abode  of  the  desert,  bat  toiv  their 
ptomioHS  eat&n  with  regularkt^,  and  might  come  in  for  their  portion  'of  . 
them,  preserving  a  part  of  their  doors,  selling  their  e^  to  the  soldiers, 
and  having  their  mvet  and  daughters  ravithed.  We  also  seized  a  convoy 
of  eight  hundred  sheep,  which,  without  much  difficulty,  we  persuaded 
ourselves  belonged  to  the  enemy,  and  in  the  evening  it  consoled  our 
troops  for  the  fatigue  of  the  day !  •— JD^ifon,  vol.  i.  and  iL  p.  1943  \ 
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ficadon  of  hearing  on  the  spot,  Great  Britain  eul<^ized  in 
terms  the  most  glowing  and  grateful. 

The  Ottoman  troops  co-operated  cordially  with  those 
of  the  British  during  the  campaign,  but  they  were  after- 
wards alienated  in  consequence  of  a  decided  part  taken  by 
them  in  rescuing  the  Mameluke  Beys,  seized  in  violation 
of  the  faith  pledged  to  these  chiefs,  under  the  guarantee 
of  the  British. 

On  the  evacuation  of  £g}rpt  by  the  British  forces,  in 
March,  1803,  Major  Misset  was  appointed  British  Resi- 
dent at  Cairo,  and  Samuel  Briggs,  Esq.  Consul  at  Alex- 
andria, for  the  purpose  of  supp<»ting  the  political  and 
commercial  interests  of  England,  and  strictly  preserving 
those  privileges  which  had  been  granted  through  the  acti- 
vity of  Sir  John  Stuart. 

At  the  period  of  the  embarkation  of  the  English  troops, 
a    considerable    degree    of    alarm    had    been    exdted 
among  the  European  inhabitants,  but  Hourchid  Pacha, 
the  Turkish  Governor  of  Alexandria,  by  confining  the 
Albanian  troops  within  the  forts,  prevented  those  scenes  of 
tumult  and  disorder   which   otherways  would  probably 
have  occurred.     Two    months,    however,   bad  scarcely 
elapsed  from  the  departure  of  the  British,  be&re  important 
events  arose ;  a  revolution  at  Cairo,  which  threw  the  whole 
of  Egypt  into  confusion,  and  a  renewal  of  the  war  between 
England  and   France.     This    change    of  circumstances 
excited  apprehensions,  that  it  had  formed  part  of  the  plan 
of  Buonaparte  to  lay  his  devouring  hand  upon  Egypt, 
and  our  Indian  possessions.     The  revolutioil  was  effected 
by  the  Albanian  soldiery,  on  the  ground  of  arrears  of  pay 
being  due  to  them.     The  Turkish  Viceroy  was  besieged 
in  Ids  palace,  took  to  flight,  and  escaped  to  Damietta,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile.     The  Albanians  again,  weak  in 
themselves,  incited  the  Mamelukes  to  join ;  and  thus,  by 
a  co-operation  of  force,  Damietta  was  taken,  and  followed 
by  the  expulsion  of  the  Viceroy  from  the  country.     The 
authority  of  the  Porte  over  Egypt,  with  the  exception  of 
Alexandria,  was  nominal,  and  the  jealousy  of  the  Alba^ 
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.nians  and  Mameluke  kept  the  coun^,  for  two  year$,  in  a 
^tate  of  anafcby  and  confusion* 

{Jence  may.  be  dated,  that  remarkable  crisis  which  called 
forth  the  superior  talents  and  courage  of  Mahomet  AU 
Fachai  the  present  Ruler  of  Egypt.  He  at  once  stood 
fhtward  as  its  deliverer,  boldly  laid  hold  of  the  helm  of 
public  alFairs,  and  was  proclaimed  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  ^  an 
elevation  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Port^.  He  after- 
wards gradually  restored  tranquillity  to  the  country ;  since 
which  the  most  beneficial  effects  have  followed. 

Among  other  acts  of  liberality  and  policy,  the  Pachfi 
opened  Egypt  for  the  reception  of  the  natives  and  artisans 
of  all  other  countries,  uxider  every  religious  denomini^tion, 
that  they  might  take  up  their  abode,  exercise  their  pro^ 
tessioDjSf  and  receive  every  possible  protection.  Every 
lenoouragement  was .  likewise  given  to  improvements  in 
Agriculture.  The  finances  of  the  State  were  put  into  a 
proper  train;  a  person  of  abilities  and  integrity  was  constir 
tuted  Minister;  and,  in  short,  improvements  were  adppted 
in  various  ways  throughout  the  country. 

The  want  of  internal  navigation  in  Egypt  being  severely 
experienced,  particularly  in  1817,  when  a  scarcity  having 
prevailed  over  Europe,  vessels  firom  all  quarters  re- 
i5or^  to  it  for  supplies,  which  were  th^e  in  abundance, 
0,  bar,  or  bank  of  sand,  was  thrown  up'  near  Eiosetta, 
At  the  mouth  of  the.  Nile,  so  that  during  tempestuoijis 
wea^r,  no  grain  could  be  tran^orted  to  the  ships  at 
Al^andria.  Such  indeed  was  the  pressure,  that  at  on^ 
time  thr^f  hundred  Wl  of  vessels  were  waiting  for  cargoes, 
^t  the  same  moment,  some  of  which  incurred  heavy  det* 
murrage,  others  sailed  half  loaded,  and  many  returned  in 
baljast.  Much  of  the.  grain  also  received  damage,  from 
being  exposed  to  heavy  rains,  in  open  boats,  which  were 
Stained  sometimes  from  twenty  to  forty  days,  waiting  for 
ian  opportunity  to  cross  the  bar. 

Various  expedients  were  adopted  to  remove  these  em-» 
barrassnfents,  which  afforded,  however,  only  temporary 
relief.  The  advantages  of  a  proper  navigable  Canal,  were 
then  strongly  pointed  out  to  the  Pacha,  whose  interests 
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had  beeto.  ias  imich  aflfected  as  those  oJT  the  merchants^ 
Accordingly,  in  the  year  1818,  it  was  resolved,  that  such 
an  operation  should  be  commenced  with  expedition.  With 
this  view,  the  labouring  class  of  Egyptians,  to  the  amount 
of  250,000,  were  put  in  a  state  of  requisition,  and  received 
a  month's  pay  iki  advance,.  In  each  village  and  district^ 
the  work  to  be  performed  was  marked  out,  and  the  im«> 
portant  undertaking  happily  concluded.  Hiis  grand  Canal 
extends  forty-eight  miles  in  length,  is  ninety  feet  in  width; 
and  about  twenty  in  depth,  and  was  opened  with  great 
pomp,  to  the  joy  of  the  Pacha  and  the  inhabitants,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  in  the  same  year.  *  *' 

In  February,  1805,  Lord  Nelson  appeared  off  Alex-^ 
BndKa,  under  an  idea  that  the  French  fleet,  which  escaped 
teem  Toulon,  had  directed  its  course  to  Egypt.  On  as^ 
pertaining,  however,  from  Consul  Briggs,  it  was  not  in 
those  seas,  that  gallant  Admiral  turned  round,  and  wi& 
the  most  indefetigable  activity,  pursued  the  enemy  to  the 
West  Indies;  never  relaxing  his  vigorous  and  gallant 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  his  country  for  one  moment,  imttl 
he  terminated  his  career,  in  the  month  of  October  that 
year,  at  the  memorable  victory  of  Trafidgar. 

England,  by  its  alliance  with  Russia,  having  become  t 
party  in  the  war  which  took  place  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte,  in  1806,  a  British  squadron  was  dispatched  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  to  force .  the  passage  of  the 
Dcurdanelles ;  and  at  the  same  time,  British  troops  were 
ordereit  from  Sicily,  to  occupy  Alexandria,  not  only  with 
the  view  of  foreii^  the  Porte  to  accede  to  proper  tenns^ 
but  to  prevent  the  French  from  acquiring  the  possession  of 

*  It  has  come  to  light  unce  tkese  pages  were  written,  that  it  foraied 
part  of  the  numerous  schemes  of  Buonaparte  when  in  this  country^to 
have  made  a  canal  from  the  Red  Sea  to  the  Nile.  '*  I  had  the  JEled 
Sea  surveyed,  and  found  its  waters  were  thirty  feet  higher  than  the 
Mediterranean  when  they  were  highest,  and  twenty  at  the  lowest. 
The'  Nile  was  seven  feet  lower  than  the  Red  Sea,  when  at  the  lowest, 
hut  fourteen  feet  higher  during  the  inundation.  The  expence  was  cal* 
cukted  at  eighteen  millions  of  franks,  and  tico  yean  labour,**-^ 
(yMeara,  p,  438,  _     i 
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Egypt '  During  thift  crisis  thfe  English  Consuls,  considered 
it  proper  to  decline  the  means  afforded  them  by  a  Britisk 
ship  of  wiar,  for  their  embarkiition,  and  resolved  to  remain 
firm  at  their  posts,  under  a  conviction  that  they  wpnld  still 
be  respected^  as  heretofore,  by  the  local  government  and 
papulation. 

The  disastrous  events  which  occurred  at  Rosetta,  and 
tbe  expedition  in  contemplation  against  Portugal,  led  to 
the  recal  of  the  British  troops  from  Alexandria,  when  it 
was  given  up  to  M^omed  All,  in  September,  )807.  Had 
the  cityindcled  been  considered  any  longer  of  moment,  it 
might  have  been  secured  agaiilst  any  force,.  By  delivering 
it  up,  howeidl^,  to  the  Viceroy,  and  placing  it  under  the 
same  government  as  the  other  pftrts  of  Egypt,  it  evidentlj 
strengthened  d)e  country,,  m  a  greater  degree  than  when 
subject  .to  the  government. 'of,  Coti^tlmtinople;  and  accomr 
plished  one  object  of  the  expedition,  the  chance  of  its 
fillmg  info  Ite  haiads  of  the  French,  and  keeping  our  In- 
dian possessions,  trhiclh  Buonaparte  had  long  coveted,  in  a 
state  of  seounity.  '  This  fact  hes  b^en  mostidearly  demon- 
totr&ted  by  iiaform^tion.  afterwords  imparted  by  himself  dur- 
ing hi^  captivity  at  St*  Helena;*  The  acquisition  of  the 
pott  of  Al^siiiladria  and :  its  forti^cations  must  have  been 
considered  finv^tt4bte  to  the  Yieeroy,  as  they  contributed 
'ti>  extend .  bm  reseuri^Sy  afid  consolidate  his  power  as 
-Governor  of  %ypt     . 

.  I>uriiig>Ae\wajr.whi€ib  continued  between  England  and 
the  Pqrlfe^'  the  British  Consuls  were  withdrawn  from 
Egypt,  and  the  aincitot  prejudice  was  revived,  of  shutting 
cmt  from  the  use  of  th^  mstem  harbour  of  Alexandria  all 
:the  European  shippii^.  On^  the  return  of  peace  in  1 809, 
'Mr;  Bri^s  resigned  his  functions  as  Consul  in  that  place^ 
and  strenuously  insisted  on  the  immediate  and  free  exercise 
of  this  important  right,  whichthad  been  CMriginally  claimed 
by,  and  given  np  to.  Sir  John  Stuart.    This  was  followed 

.    *  **  Egypt  once  in  possession  of  the  French,  farewell  India  to  tb^ 
Englbh.    This  was  one  of  the  grand  obgecti  I  aimed  at." — 0'Jlf(para» 
'p.  75. 
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by  a  long  negotiation,  when  it  was  at  last  conceded  by  the 
Viceroy. 

This  right,  added  to  the  other,  with  respect  to  the  Chris- 
tians ridiiig  on  horseback,  are  uninterruptedly  enjoyed  at 
the  present  moment;  and  thius,  when  an  Engliishman  treads 
the  soil  of  Egypt,  he  has  the  pride  of  reflecting,. that  under 
the  arms  of  Britain  and  the  vigorous  exeirtions  of  her  Na^ 
tives,  he  is  indebted  for  these  peculiar  advantages  in  tliat 
remote  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Having  considered  it  expedient  to  bring  these  circum* 
stances  into  view,  so  interesting  to  the  English  nation,  and 
honourable  to  her  Sons,  I  shall  mention  some  of  the  lead^ 
ing  objects  which  are  to  be  seen  in  Alexandria.  Befor^ 
however,  proceeding  to  this,  I  may  be  permitted  just  to 
advert  for  a  moment  to  the  *^  arrow  that  flieth  by  day,"  * 
namely,  the^^^t^,  which  always  creates  so  much  alarm  to 
the  traveller. 

Opinions  have  been  entertained  that  the  disease  in 
Elgypt  is  endemial :  but  it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  ailliough 
some  of  the  soldiers  of  the  British  and  French  armies  were 
infected  during  the  year  1801,  yet  it  gradually  diminished 
by  the  adoption  of  certain  judicious  regulations,  established 
at  a  Board  of  Health  by  the  English,  till  it  ceased  m 
1 803.     From  this  time,  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  die 
whole  country  was  exempted  from  this  pestilence.    It  made 
its  appearance  again  in  the  year  1813,  when  it  was  im- 
ported from  Constantinople,  where  it  raged  the  whole  of 
the  preceding  year;  and  from  that  season  down  to  the 
period  I  was  in  Egypt,  the  country  had  (with  the  excepr 
tion  of  the  Upper  Provinces  and  mountainous  districts, 
which  are  rarely  visited  with  it),  been  regularly  during 
sprmg  afflicted.    In  general,  this  scourge  is  checked  by  the 
intense  heats  during  the  months  of  July  and  August.     It 
^nay  be  further  observed,  that  among  the  anomalies  of  this 
extraordinary  disease,  there  is  one  authenticated  fact,  yiz. 
that  the  vessel  which  was  presumed  to  have  communicated 
the  infection  from  Alexandria  to  Malta  during 'the  same 

*  Psalm  xd.  5.  i 
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year,  was  not  only  navigated,  on  her  return  to  that  port 
by  a  fresh  crew  without  losing  an  individual,  and  who  were 
discharged  in  good  health,  but  the  cargo,  consisting  of 
flax^nd  leather,  (which  convey  the  contagion,)  was  landed 
by  the  native  Arabs  with  impunity. 

To  administer  relief,  so  fiur  as  human  means  could  ac- 
complish, to  the  European  seamen  who  might  be  iniected 
with  this  frightful  disease,  a  subscription  was, entered  into, 
for  founding  a  proper  Hospital  at  Alexandria  for  their 
reception,  and  a  small  sum  was  imposed  on  vessels  and 
cargoes,  to  promote  so  benevolent  an  object^  from  which 
great  benefits  have  arisen* 

The  Pacha  has  a  few  ships  fitted  out  as  men  of  war. 
The  admiral  or  commander  of  these  is  Ismael  Gribralta,  a 
man  of  great  ability,  who  has  obtfuned  a  full  share  of  ap- 
probation. 

.  The  Arabic  language  is  spoken  at  Alexandria.  Those 
persons,  however,  who  maintain  commercial  intercourse 
with  Europeans,  use  the  Italian.  The  number  of  resident 
Pranks  is  estimated  at  two  hundred. 

On  the  2d  of  December  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenhdt 
stood  at  75  degrees. 
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POMP£Y*S   PILLAR.  —  COURAGE  OF  A  BRITISH   FEMALE  IN  AS- 
'     CENDING  TO  THE  TOP  OF  IT.  —  THE   TWO  FAMOUS   OBELISKS 

CALLED  Cleopatra's  needles.  —  efforts  of  the  British 

ARMY  TO   transport  ONE  OF  THESE  TO  ENGLAND.— SUB- 

'     SCRIPTIONS  MADE  WITH  THIS  VIEW,  BUT  FOUND  INADEQUATE 

TO   THE   SUM   REQUIRED* -« MAHOMED    ALl's   SHIP    OF  WAR, 

WHICH    ARRIVED    IN    LONDON,     REPAIRED   BY    ENGLISH    GO- 

.     VEHNMENT. -«» RETURNS    TO    EGYPT    WITH    PRESENTS    FROM 

THE  PHINCE  REGENT. —  THE   PACHA's   LIBERALITY   IN   PRE- 

.-•>  ■«  »  * 

SENTING  TO  THE  PRINCE  THE  OBELISK.  —  OFFICERS  DIS- 
PATCHED TO  ALEXANDRIA.  TO  EXAMINE  AND  REPORT  ON 
MEASURl^S  TO  BE  ADOPTED  TO  REMOVE  IT.  —  OPINION  OF  A 
BRITISH  ADMIRAL. —  PHAROS. — ^^ALEXANDRIAN  LIBRARY.— ' 
KH ALIS. •^-  INTRODUCTION  TO  MAHOMED  ALL  —  DESCRIPTION 
OF  HIM,  AND  CONVERSATION  ON  THE  OCCASION. -*-^  WAR 
WITH  the:  SECT  OF  WACHABSES.— POWER  AND  RESOURCES. 
—  POPULARITY.  —  LAWS. 


I  SHALL  not  attempt  to  describe  the  remains  of  former 
days,  whicli  present  themselves  in  difiPerent  parts  of  Alex- 
andria and  the  neighbom*hood,  since  this  has  been  amply 
done  by  other  travellers.  I  visited  the  most  remarkable 
objects  of  interest;  the  walls  surrounding  the  city  may  be 
four  miles  in  circumference.  In  going  along,  the  Christian 
cannot  &il  to  recollect  the  feet,  that  this  place  gave  birth  to 
one,  who  stands  recorded  in  the  inspired  volume,  as  having 
been  greatly  distinguished  for  eloquence,  and  a  profound 
knowledge  of  Revelation.  * 

I  was  particularly  struck  with  a  &mous  column,  deno- 
minated that  of  Pompey,  situated  a  short  distance  to  the 
south  of  the  walls.  It  is  about  100  feet  in  height,  of  red 
granite,  with  a  Corinthian  capital,  calculated,  in  the  whole, 

*  Acts,  xviii.  ij4. 
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lo  Weigh  about  400  tx)ns,  and  is  beautifully  poised*  As 
great  part  of  the  stones  or  pedestal  on  which  it  is  ei'ected,; 
have  been  excavated  or  taken  away,  the  column  leaps  a^ 
little^  and  it  is  astonishing  this  noble  object  of  antiquity, 
has  hot  long  ago  bowed  to  the  ground.  I  was  surprised  at 
being  told  that  an  Irish  heroine  had  the  courage  to  climb 
to  the  top  of  ity  an  act  which  she  accomplished  by  a  rope 
thrown  round  it  by  means  of  a  kite. 

This  was  repeated  on  another  occasion  by  an  officer  of 
the  English,  navy,  who  applied  a  set  of  rigged  shrouds  to 
ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  pillar,  where  he  made  some 
observations.  I  have  attempted  to  give  a  sketch  of  this 
undertaking  in  the  annexed  plate.  The  colunm  is  seen  at 
a  g^eat  distance,  and  forms  an  important  landmark  for 
planners  approaching  the  fiat  shores  of  Alexandria. 

On  the  western  part  of  its  pedestal  is  an  inscription, 
which  having  been  decyphered,  is  found  to  record,  that  it 
was  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  Diocletianus  the  tutelar 
deity  of  Alexandria.  A  circular  cavity  has  been  discovered 
in  the  centre  of  the  capital,  where  it  is  conjectured  that  a 
statue  had  been  placed.  Others  have  supposed  that  it 
contained  an  urn,  in  which  the  ashes  of  some  person  of 
distinction  were  deposited.  It  may  in  either  case  be  re- 
garded as  a  sepulchral  pillar  or  funereal  relic  The  French 
displayed  the  cap  of  liberty  from  its  summit;  but  this  was 
quickly  levelled  to  the  ground  by  the  British  troops.  At 
one  time  it  narrowly  escaped  from  being  blown  up  with 
gunpowder  by  the  barbarous  hand  of  an  Arab. 

The  two  Obelisks,  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Needles  of  Cleopatra,  were  the  next  attracting  relics.  Each 
of  these  colossal  objects,  which  have  been  celebrated  for 
ages,  and  excited  just  admiration  for  exquisite  workman- 
ship and  antiquity,  are  formed  of  one  solid  block  of  red 
granite,  originally  conveyed  from  the  quarries  in  Upper 
Egypt  near  th$  cataracts,  and  are  situated  close  to  the  sea 
shore.  One  of  these  stands  perpendicular,  and  the  other 
lies  in  an  oblique  position  on  its  pedestal.  Each  is  about 
70  feet  in  height,  from  180  to  190  tons  in  weight,  upwards 
of  seven  feet  square  at  the  base ;  the  four  sides  of  both  are 
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richly  adorned  with  hieroglyphics,  sculptured  upwardi^  of 
an  inch  in  depth*  They  have  no  eyes.  The  pedestals  are 
formed  of  the  same  granite,  each  of  them  about  nine  fiset 
square,  and  seven  in  height.  These  Needles  have  been 
considered  as  part  of  the  proud  and  lofty  monuments  which 
once  ornamented  the  entrance  to  the  Palace  of  Cleopatra. 
It  appears  to  have  been  a  very  ancient  practice  to  set  up 
such  Otelisks  before  Edifices  of  splendor.  * 

On  the  termination  of  hostilities  in  Egypt  in  the  year 
1801,  several  oflScers  of  rank  proposed  to  convey  the 
Obelisk^  which  lay  horizontally,  to  England,  in  order  to 
be  exhibited  in  some  proper  situation,  as  a  monument  of 
British  achievements.  It  had,  evideudy,  at  one  time,  en- 
tered into  the  contemplatic»i  of  Buonaparte  to  remove  it 
to  France.  Lord  Cavan,  Admiral  Donally,  and  others^ 
who  were  so  fully  competent  to  decide  on  its  importance  to 
England,  examined  it  with  attention.  Subscriptions  were 
set  on  foot  among  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  serving 
in  Eg}'pt,  to  raise  a  sum  to  transport  it  to  London.  The 
design  was  abandoned  at  the  time,  though  it  was  resolved 
that  some  memento  should  be  left  on  the  spot.  Accord^ 
ingly  there  was  engraven,  on  a  Tablet  of  white  marble,  an 
inscription  explanatory  of  the  valoUr  and  intrepidity  which 
was  so  eminently  displayed  by  the  British  Army  under 
General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  the  Navy  under  Earl 
Nelson  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  placed  under  the 
pedestal.  All  travellers  have  deplored  that  this  invaluable 
piece  of  antiquity  has  not,  by  some  expedient,  been  brought 
to  England.  The  idea  of  removing  it,  however,  at  some 
future  period,  was  not  lost  sight  of  by  Mr.  Briggs. 

In  the  year  1810,  the  Ship  of  war,  ji/rica,  belon^g  to 
the  Pacha,  having  occasion  to  proceed  to  England,  Go- 
vernment, no  doubt,  calculating  on  the  beneficial  effects 
which  might  be  obtained  for  Britain  in  a  commercial  and 
political  point  of  view,  by  securing  the  firiendship  of  the 
Pacha,  saw  the  expediency  of  making  some  repairs  to  this 
vessel.     In  consequence  of  this  she  was  admitted  into  the 

*  2  ChroD  iii.  15.  l  Kings^  vii.  6. 
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Royal  dock  at  Woolwich,  cc^pered,  ngged,  ornamented^ 
and  fitted  like  a  British  man-of-war;  and  returned  to 
Alexandria  with  presents  from  the  Prinqe  Regent  to  his 
Highness.  These  acts  of  liberality  were  never  forgotten, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  made  a  proper  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  Viceroy,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  friendly  un- 
derstanding between  the  Governments  of  the  two  countries. 
On  the  application  of  the  English  administration,  he  agreed 
to  supply  horses  from  Egypt  to  mount  a  regiment  of 
British  dragoons  engaged  in  the  Spanish  campaign;  and 
notwithstanding  the  general  prohibitions  of  the  Ottoman 
Government  to  export  grain,  yet  he  furnished  supplies 
of  com  to  the  island  of  Malta,  and  our  forces  in  the  Me* 
diterranean* 

Still  entertaining  an  idea  that  he  had  not,  by  these  meansf 
discharged  his  obligations,  he  consulted  Mr.  Briggs 
whether  any  further  compensation  should  be  made  by  him 
for  the  mark  of  attention  he  had  received  fi'om  our  Govern- 
ment ;  that  gentleman  suggested  the  propriety  of  offering 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Obelisk, 
called  the  Needle  of  Cleopatra.  On  this  subject  several 
personal  conferences  took  place  with  the  Pacha  and  Mr* 
Briggs,  and  a  correspondence  was  opened  between  the 
latter  and  the  Egyptian  Minister. 

Accordingly,  on  Mr.  Briggs  returning  to  this  country 
in  1820,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  Minister,  authorising 
him  to  offer  that  relic  to  the  Prince  Regent,  ^^  as  a  mark 
of  gratitude  and  esteem  for  the  &vours  received,^  and  the 
Needle  was  from  that  moment  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
Government 

On  this,  a  suitable  communication  was  made  to  Govern- 
ment, when  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  accept 
the  ofier,  and  orders  were  given  to  consider  the  proper 
means  to  be  adopted  for  its  conveyance  to  England.  Offi- 
cers of  ability  were  dispatched  to  Alexandria,  who  surveyed 
it,  and  determined  on  the  necessary  operations  to  convey  it 
to  its  destination,  and  a  report,  it  is  understood,  has  been 
drawn  up  on  the  practicability  of  its  removal.  A  variety 
of  opinions  have  been  entertained  by  persons  of  skill  and 
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aUlity  on  this  subject,  and  I  bavexiow  pardculafly  to 'refer 
to  one  which  has  been  lately  expiessed  to  me  by  the  gallant 
Admiral  inserted  in  the  Appendix** 

Since  it  therefore  now  remains  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  decide,  if  the  measures  suggested  are  to  be  followed 
up,  to  transport  this  relic  of  antiqui^  to  the  British  Capital, 
I  would  (Rxpress  a  hope, that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  carry- 
ing them  into  execution*  But  i^  contrary  to  expectation, 
this  is  declined,  on  the  ground  of  expence,  there  cannot 
be  a  doubt  but  that  some  spirited  individuals  will  be  found 
in  Brilmn,  and  especially  among  the  Army  and  Navy 
which  fought  in  Egypt,  and  wrested  from  the  enemy  the 
standard  denominated  Invincible,  f  who,  highly  appre- 
ciating such  an  object,  will  at  once  contribute  the  sum 
necessary  to  transport  it  hither,  and  which  I  conceive  can-  ' 
not  exceed  12,000/.  sterling.  Should  this  enormous 
Obelisk  be  landed  in  England,  and  set  up  in  some  com- 
manding situation,  it  wDl  form  a  noble  aild  striking  object^ 
which  probably  will  not  be  exceeded  by  any  of  those  monu- 
ments or  columns  whidi  have  been  erected  either  in  the 
iRoman,  Parisian,  or  British  Capitals,  or,  perhaps,  on  any 
other  spot  of  the  globe;  It  will  be  eminently  calculated 
to  keep  alive  and  hand  down  to  future  ages,  that  ever  me- 
morable contest  which  took  place  in  the  ^^  land  of  Egypt," 
t^etween  our  brave  soldiers  and  sailors,  with  the  forces  of 
that  extraordinary  man  who  became  the  tyrant  of  the 
world  and  the  destroyer  of  the  peace  of  mankind* 

Hie  ruins  of  the  celebrated  Pharos,  of  which  the  lower 
^art  is  about  an  IQO  feet  in  length,  aisb  arrests  the  attention 
of  a  traveller.  This  has  been  with  justice  consid^ed  ene 
of  the  seven  wonders  of  the  world,  not  only  on  acdount'  of 
its  grandeur,  but  its  utility,  and  dedicated  ^^to  the  Gods 
protectors  of  the  safeguard  of  sailors.'*  On  the  top  of  it, 
a '  v^t  mirror  of  polii^.ed  metal  was  so  disposed  as  to 
present  the  image  of  distant  vessels  before  .they  became 
Visible  to  the  naked  eye;  and,  during  the  night,  the  same 
plate,  illuminated  by  lamps,  served  to  direct  fhdr  course. 

T  -  '  - 

*  Append,  p.  I.     t  March.2.l..l80l. 
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'  Here  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  the  polished 
reflector  used  at  the  Phar<xs  of  Alexandria,  ap{|ears  to 
haVe  been  in  some  respects  a  kind  of  telescope.  I  am  not 
aware,  however,  that  any  accurate  account  exists  of  the 
teles^pes  whidi  were  in  use  among  the  antients,  though, 
that  such  instruments  were  known  and  employed  for  astro- 
honueal  purposes,  cannot  be  doubted.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  it  might  have  been  to  such  telescopes,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  construction,  that  Saint  Paul  alludes*,  in 
speaking  of  the  doctrine  of  faith,  and  not  to  Looking-glasses 
or  Mirrors,  as  some  have  been  led  to  suppose.  Of  this 
celebrated  one,  little  is  now  discoverable.  The  basis  has 
perhaps  served  for  the  nucleus  of  the  castle  at  the  entrance 
of  the  new  Port,  as  there  are  several  columns  and  shafts  of 
maible  visible  in  the  sea  near  the  walls,  which,  it  may  be 
reasonably  conjectured,  belonged  at  one  time  to  that  superb 
structure* 

Alexandrb  has  Jong  been  marked  as  the  scene  of  many 
intei^esting  events  poimected  with  the  history  of  our  holy 
reli^oD.  It  was  in  die  royal  Ptolelndan  library,  that  the 
^onbas  translation  of  the  Bible  called  the  JSq)tuagint^  was 
eadecuted;  andin thelibraries  of  the  Alexandrian  s<^ods 
^oiurished  many  of  those  eminent .  Divines  who  are  con« 
^idered  as  the  Fathers  of  the  chiiceh.  This  library  was, 
indeedy  fiunons  for.  many  ages,  and  hot  more  remarkable 
oh.  account  of  the  vast  number  of  books  which  it  contamed 
llian  the  circumstances  in.wdiicU  it'was  at  different  periods 

../TfaelfiiBtvtrollec^n  wasiiformed  by  die 'Ptolemies^  die 
i^«8torb  ctf.tihe  lenbwned  pieopa!lr8,.and  destroyed  during 
the  si^eiof'tbe  dt^,  in  what' was  pompously  denominated 
the  Alexandrian. war  of.  Julius.  Caesar.  The  second  was 
ttiade  by  tbat. Royal. personage  herself,  assisted  by  Mark 
Antoay,  who  contributed  200,000  volumes,  pillaged  from 
the « jiibraries  of  the  Eastern  provinces.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly the  most  magnificent  of  all  the  libraries  of  an- 
^aiQr.    It  was  established  in  the  temple  of  Serapis,  in 


/ 
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spacious  chambers,  adorned  with  beautiiid  statues,  and  the 
most  exquisite  productions  of  art,  the  offerings  which 
the  Egyptians  had  presented  to  the  idol.  This  was  de- 
stroyed in  the  year  389,  when  idolatry  was  abolished  in 
the  city  by  the  zeal  of  Thec^hilus,  bishop  of  Alexandria. 
The  account  of  what  took  place  on  that  occasion,  as  ilhi&« 
tratiye  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  influence  which 
idolatry  still  maintained  on  the  minds  of  the  Christians^ 
merits  a  recital  here. 

This  distinguished  ecclesiastic  had  long  observed,  with 
grief,  that  many  of  the  baptized  still  venerated  the  Pagan 
rites  paid  to  Serapis,  at  the  periodical  inundations  of  the 
Nile ;  and  having  procured  authority  fix>m  the  fkiperor  at 
Constantinople,  he  determined  to  put  an  end  to  this  abomi- 
nation. When  he  promulgated  this  warrant,  the  true 
Christians  flew  to  arms,  \y\it  the  Pagans  fled  to  the  temple,^ 
resolved  to  defend  their  idol  and  altars  to  the  uttenhostl 
A  dreadful  conflict  ensued.  The  brazen  gates,  which 
led  to  the  courts  of  it,  were  forced  open,  the  accumulated 
treasures  of  ages  plundered,  the  libraries  were  scattered  as 
records  of  foUjr,  and  the  whole  external  and  surrounding 
ecUfices  totally  dilapidated.  The  votaries  of  Serapis,  who 
durmg  the  tumult  had  retreated  to  the  temple,  imploring 
the  aid  of  this  dumb  idol,  still  resolved  not  to  surrender; 
and  they  were  accordingly  attacked  in  their  strong  hold. 

This  Temple  was  constructed  of  massy  materials,  ,the 
doors  of  which,  being  of  solid  brass,  resisted  the  impetuosity 
of  the  zealous  Chrbtians ;  but  they  were  ultimately  burst 
open,  and  the  colossal  statue  of  Serapis  exposed  to  view. 
This  was  esteemed  a  soverdlgn  piece  of  art,  and>  the  mmg* 
tiitude  of  the  object,  widi  the  magnificent  style  of.  the 
workmanship  of  its  .countenance,  excited  a  great  sensalaoki 
in  the  assailants,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  hold  the 
statue  in  such  high  rdigious  veneration;  and  a  belief  was 
ftill  entertained  by  many  of  them,  that,  should  any  impious 
hand  dare  to  attack  the  God,  he  would  with  his  sceptre 
instantly  smite  the. globe  x)f  the  earth. and  shatter  it  to 
pieces. 

This  superstition,  combined  with  the  grandeur  of  the 
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«tatne  itself^  and  that  awliil  obscurity  in  -wifich  it  was  en- 
H^eloped  within  the  spacious  edifice,  had  for  some  time  the 
eifect  of  restraining  the  impetuosity  of  the  multitude.  At 
last,  a  sdidier  attempted  to  enter  the  sanctuary,  brandidiing 
ills  betdenaxe.  The  assailants,  astoniished  at  his  intrepidity, 
gazed  upon  him  in  silent  wonder,  while  the  terrified  ps^ans, 
in  all  the  necesses  of  the  building,  croudied,  trembling  with 
terror.  The  soldier,  however,  appeared  to  be  undaunted^ 
and  strudt  the  idol  with  his  weapon ;  the  blow  started  the 
plate  of  metal  which  formed  part  of  the  external  coating, 
from  die  wood  to  which  it  was  fastened,  and  it  fell  to  the  , 
pavement  with  a  noise  that  resounded  throughout  the  tem- 
ple. Thie  Christians  shouted,  the  Pagans  stood  i^hast^ 
-and  almost  incredulous  to  the  evidence  of  their  own  si^t; 
-die  triumphant  soldier  r^eated  his  blows,  and  soon  found 
companions  to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  work ;  and  in 
the  covtrse  of  a  short  time  the  huge  idol  was  demolished. 
The  metal  covering  was  torn  from  the  frame  of  timber 
of  which  it  was  omstructed,  the  limbs  and  members 
dragged  tiiioa^  the  streets,  and  ultimately  ccmsumed  in 
the  flames  of  fire  of  the  Circus. 

Although  the  great  Alexandrian  collection  of  literature 
was  much  injured  and  dispersed  on  this  calamitous  occa- 
sion, yet  it  was  not  till  the  year  639,  when  die  city  was 
taken,  in  the  time  of  Caliph  Omer,  that  its  destruction  was 
completed.  In  the  palace  of  the  Governor,  the  relics  of 
the  antient  library  had  been  again  arranged,  and  a  vast 
number  of  controversial  writings  added  to  the  collection. 
vSome  of  the  learned  theologians  who  resided  at  that  time 
in  Alexandria,  implored  the  conqueror  to  preserve  the 
library  for  the  .use  of  students,  a  request  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Caliph.  *^  If  these 
books,"  observed  Omer,  in  his  answer,  '^  agree  with  the 
book  of  God,  (Koran,)  they  are  useless,  and  need  not  be 
preserved ;  if  they  disagree,  they  are  pernicious,  and  ought 
^  be  destroyed."  They  were  destroyed  accordingly,  and 
^any  are  disposed  to  believe  that  a  great  mass  of  human 
presumption  was  consigned  to  oblivion.  Tlie  historian, 
iiowaver,  witjithe  classical  scholar,,  ^ndthe  student,  of 


gaored  litisnifure,.  miist  ever  'de|>lorB  th^  event  as  an  iiT6» 
parable  loss.  Since  that  p^od,  lAlnandria,  whidiMad 
fbrmeriy  be^  held  as  the  very  fountain  of  knowledge,  has 
become  the  seat  and  rece|>tfMde  of  igncH^ance^  as  gross  ak 
the  idolatry  of  the  wcHRshippecs  i^  Serapis,  aad  eqodljr 
dark^  with  respect  to  religiod,  a»  if  the  laiop  of  fievelatibn 
had  never  shed  its  glorious  riMiianc^.tO  dispersethii.clkiiids 
pf  Egyptian  mysteries^         ,  .  »  .    . 

\Oa  the  8th  of  December^  Mabon^el  Ali,'  the  patient 
Pacha  or  Governor  of  £gypt)  the  B^^terbtor^.  f(s;  he.  is 
{Called  by  maigr».  hdvingfioished  a  warv  in  which  hei  bad 
been  long  ekig&ged  with  the  Wachabeesi  iii  -  the  leoiifse 
pf  a  tour  through  his  possessic»id,  arrived  at  uAIexandria. 
Frievious  to  this  great  prepariri;iws  had  beeti  made,  esr 
peciaUy  by  several  of  the  £)uropeQns. residing  there)  to 
celebriate  his  visit  by  a  s|[4eiidid  illuminatipn.  .    ,     v 

This  leads  to  a  i^mark^  that  the  Egypti^lus  havse  .beds 
always  celebrated  for  their  ingenuity  and  spA wdt>ur  in  sudh 
exhibitions.  J  understand .  that  illuwnatioDS  4re  stiU  very 
common  at  all  their  festivals.  It  appears,  in  &qt,  to  be  conr 
sidered,  that  there  is  no  prpper  rf^cing  dmong  ^theta 
which  is  ui^ccompanied.with  a  display  pf  light,  fbr'this 
purpose  they  make  use  o^  earthcp  lampt;,  whJjch  ane  pui 
into  deep  glass  vessels,  in  such. a  nmmier  that  the  glass  is 
at  least  two^thirds  higher  than  the  lamp,  to  prevent  it  fbCm 
being  extinguished  by'the  wind.  Nothiiig  can  exce^  the 
beauty  of  some  of  those' devices^  exhibited. in  the  ingenicHks 
(distribution  of  lamps. 

In  the  Capital  pf  Sgypt  this  particularly  occurs  oc^  the 
jopenmg  of  the  Khalis  to  receive  the  annual  'overflow  of 
ihe  Nile.  There  are  then  represented  upon  the  watet^ 
figures  made,  pf  lamps,  su^h  as  palaces,  mosques,  stars,  aind 
tisees,  in  &a  infinite  numbi^,  extending  fix>m  one  ^xA  d[ 
the  city  to  the  (^her.  Sometimes  there  are  statues  of'fird^ 
rq>resenting  the  sexes,  which  at  the  furth^  di3lanc&they 
are  seen,  the  more  beautiful  they  appear^  -  These  are 
formed  of  machines  of  wood,  each  in  a  boat,  filled  wilh 
;  lights  firom  top  to  bottom,  and  supposed  to  contain  abovfs 
':fottr  thousand  lamps>  and  so  ingp^uously  dispose^  ^that  ati 
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all  sides  a  spectator  supposes  he  sees  two*  human  Uemjgt 
enYelc^)ed  in  a  blaze  of  fire*  All  the  acabas  or  barks  of 
the  Pacha  and  Beys  are  also  adorned  with  lamps ;  and  the 
music  of  trumpets,  fltttes,  and  drums  are  continually 
heard  mingled  with  the  noise  of  a  variety  of  fire  arms  and  ' 
ordnance. 

The  opening  of  the  Khalis,  at  all  times,  has  been  can* 
sidered  famous,  even  among  the  antient  Egyptians.  Cdm? 
m^kitators  have  been  induced  to  suppose,  that  it  was  to  the 
splendor  of  illummations  on  the  Nile  that  the  son  of  Sirach 
refers  * ;  the  name  Geon,  being  afterwards  applied  to  the 
Nile,  in  allusive  comparison  n^th  the  Gihon^  or  river  of 
Paradise  mentioned  in  Scripture,  f  At  one  period  it  was 
-called  GayoUy  by  the  Abyssinians;  and  it  is  said,  that^ 
in  the  year  1822,  when  Simon  Simeonis,  a  devout  Imsh 
pSgrim,  visited  the  Holy  Land,  it  was  known  by  a  name 
very  simikr;  and  Jbs^hus^  the  historian,  supposed,  that 
the  Gion  of  Paradise  was  no  other  than  the  river  of  Egypt 
The  difierence  of  the  orthography  appears  to  afford  ho 
objection,  since  the  sounds  of  G^on  and  Gihtm  are. almost 
^exacdy  similar.  I  am  inclined  to  coincide  with  those  who 
suppose,  that  the  son  of  Sirach^  in  describing  the  glory  of 
die  doctrine  of  knowledge,  compared  it  with  the  grand 
periodical  iUunkination  of  the  Egyptians.  What  affords 
-strong  confirmation  to  this  opinion  is,  that  the  similitude 
was  very  likely  to  occur  to  the  imagination  of  the  son  of 
Sirach  in  searching  for  a  splendid  imager  since  it  must  be 
kept  in  view,'  that  he  was  an  Egyptian  Jew;  and  it  is  siip^ 
posed,  that  the  book  of  Ecclesiasticus,  if  not  compoied^ 
did  receive,  at  least,'!^  finishing  hand  in  Egypt. 

I  had  not  sufficient  time  ^  to  remain  at  Alexandria  and 
witness  the  illuminations,  on.  occasion  of  the  visit  whidi 
hadbeen  made  to  the  iCity.by  the  Pacha;  but  I  paid  m)^ 
respects  to  Mahomed  Ali,  in  the  suite  of  Mr.  Lee,  the 
British  Consul.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  ex- 
pressing my  gratitude  for  all  the  politeness  and  hospitality 

*  Ecclesiasticus,  xxiv.  27.  f  Gen.  ii;  15. 
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vliich  I  expcarientied  from  a.  gentleman,  to  whom-En^feh 
tfavellers  in  general  are  under  such  peculiar  obligatjods. 

On  this  occasion,  the  Consuls  of  the  different  nations 
established  at  Alexandria,  iw^ere  received  by  the  Governor. 
The  place  in  which  the  Pacha  gave  us  an  audience  was 
not  in  the  palace;  but  in  a  rude  building  at  a. short  dis- 
tance from  it,  humble  enough  indeed  for  the  ruler  of  such 
a  kingdom.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  was,  that  the 
palace  was  occupied  by  his  wives,  the  number  of  whom  I 
could  not  ascertain.  It  resembled  a  Granary ;  the  walls 
of  the  apartment  were  surrounded  with  low,  coarse,  wooden 
benches,  not  unlike  a  tailor's  shop*board.  A  band  of 
music  the  sound  of  which  was  grating  to  the  ear,  played  on 
our  entering;  and  a  numerous  retinue  of  Turkish  and  Ara* 
bian  slaves  were  present^  who  were  arranged  before  him 
in  a  semi-<;ircular  form. 

His  Highness  honoured  us  with  a  seat  next  to  himself. 
He  sat  cross-leg^d  in  a  comer,  which  appears  to  be  con-, 
sidered  in  the  Ektst  as  a  place  of  honour*,  and  upon  a  Per- 
sian carpet  resembling  an  English  hearth*rug,  smoking 
frcHU  a  Turkish  pipe  nearly  six  feet  in  length,  the  mouths 
piece  of  which  was  superbly  mounted  with  diamonds. 
Behind  him  stood  a  slave,  fimning  off  the  flies,  which 
annoyed  him  greatly.  On  this  occasion,  by  means  of  his 
interpreter,  who  understood  the  Italian  language,  he  en- 
tered into  a  long  conversation,  making  many  judicious 
enquiries  respecting  Great  Britain.;  particularly  the  Extent 
of  her  population,  resources,  and  the  strength  of  her  army 
and  navy.  The  attachment  of  Mahomed  Ali  to  the  Eng-» 
lish  nation  is  universally  known.  Of  this  there  could  not 
be  conveyed  a  stronger  prod^,  than  when  he  enquired  of 
Mr.  Lee  for  Mr.  Salt,  Bntish  Consul  at  Grand  Cairo,  who 
bad  proceeded  to  Upper  Egypt,  in  search  of  antiquities. 

*  ^  So  shall  the  children  of  Israel  be  taken  out  that  dwell  in  Sa* 
Qiaria  in  the  comer."    Amos,  iii.  12. 

*'  The  Ambassador  was  seated  in  the  place  of  honour  in  the  corner  of 
a  room.*' —  Morier*t  Journey  to  Persia,  p.  91. 
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He  desired  Mr,  Lee^  when  he  had  occasion  to  write  to 
that  gentleman,  to  mention^  *^  he  was  welcome  to  send  the 
Prince  Regent  of  England  all  the  curiosities  in  Upper 
Egypt  he  could  collect;  provided  he  only  l^ft  a  few  for 
himself  to  look  at  by  way  of  amusement.'^  As  a  farther 
prdof  of  his  liberality,  the  Pacha,  in  the  year  1818,  trans-i> 
mitted  to  Sir  Sidney  Smith  a  viduable  gold  plate  *,  which 
had  been  discovered  by  one  of  his  workmen  among  the 
ruins  of  the  city  of  Canopus,  with  an  inscriptioi^  by  one  of 
the  Ptolemies,  to  commemorate  the  dedication  of  a  temple 
to  Osirist 

In  the  course  oj^  this  interview,  he  alluded  to  other 
topics,  such  Its  the  Russian  force;  Bonaparte's  activity, 
and  the  number  of  his  army ;  and,  in  reference  to  the 
Embassy  of  Lord  Amherst  to  China,  took  occasion  to  ri- 
dicule the  idea  of  his  Lordship's  refusing  to  conform  to 
the  customs  of  the  country,  to  accomplish  the  objects  he 
had  in  view«  He  changed,  in  a  moment,  his  conversation, 
to  that  of  commerce,  and  the  prices  of  grain,  &c.  |  of  which^ 
indeed,  he  appeared  to  have  as  competent  a  knowledge, 
being  himself  a  merchant,  as  any  one  in  Mark-lane.  In 
short,,  every  sentiment  which  this  man  uttered,  proved 
him  to  be  possess^  of  a  mind  wonderfully  acute  and  dis- 
cerning; and  it  was  justly  observed  by  some  of  our  party, 
when  he  put  the  questions,  that  they  were  so  pertinent 
and  difficult  to  answer  at  the  moment,  it  Was  requisite  that 
we:  should  have  been  furnished  with  a  list  of  them  some 
days,  previous  to  the  interview,  in  order  to  consider  the 
proper  replies  they  demanded. 

I  was  much  struck  by  the  awe  and  fixed  attention  with 
which  the  Pacha  was  served  by  his  officers  and  slaves. 
This  was  particularly  observable  when  they  handed  any 
thjing  to  him ;  they  then  appeared  under  a  great  degree  of 
agitation,  lest  any  accident  should  occur,  or  that  they  did 
not  perfonn  every  part  of  their  duty  agreeably  to  his  plea« 
sure.   Every  one  of  them  watched  steadily,  and  with  a  most 

*  This  plate  is  six  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  by  two  inches  and  a  half 
in  breadth.    The  inscrij  tion,  in  Gfeek,  occupies  four  lines. 
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inx>found  reverience,  each  word  as  it  dropped  from  bis  Ups^ 
the  turn  of  his  eye,  and  erery  motion  of  his  body.;  and 
evinced  a  more  profound  senthnent  of  reelect,  towaxds 
him,  than  I  bad  ever  seen  shewn  to  any  personage  of  rank, 
either  in  or  out  of  a  Royal  Court:  nay,  even  to  die  Roman 
Pontiff  himself.  After  having  been  pres^ited  with  coffee 
and  pipes  *,  &c.  in  the  Oriental  mode,  we  departed  under 
B  performance  of  music.  His  Highness  laid  his  r^ht 
hand  across  his  left  breast,  and  gently  inclined  his  head 
as  a  fiurewell  salutation. 

Mahommed  Ali  is  above  fifly  years  of  age,  and,  as  I 
formerly  observed,  owes  his  elevation  to  courage  cc»nbined 
with  talent;  his  intrepidity  was  remarkably  conspicuoos 
in  the  attack  of  Rahmaineh  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  in 
conjunction  with  a  British  army.  He  however  appeared 
to  me  to  be  farther  advanced  in  years:  this  probably 
might  arise  fix)m  the  fiatignes  insqmrable  from  a  life  of 
activity,  and  the  operations  of  war :  yet  though  advanced 
in  years,  he  still  retains  his  energy  of  character.  The  eye 
of  Mahomet,  that  great  criterion  and  index  of  the  mind, 
is  peculiarly  piercing,  and  keen  as  that  of  a  hawk.  When 
he  listened,  he  appeared  to  treasure  up  all  the  responses 
which  were  made  to  the  several  questions  he  put  to  those 
present.  Notwithstanding  he  is  a  stem  administrator  of 
justice,  yet  he  is  considered  to  be  humane,  and  though  tri- 
butary to  the  Porte,  perfectly  independent  No  Pacha 
perhaps  exists,  of  whose  power  and  popularity  the  Gr^d 
Signior  entertains  a  greater  degree  of  jealousy.  His  know- 
ledge of  trade,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  spoken  of  as  very, 
remarkable. 

It  merits  notice  here,  that  the  Pacha,  in  thanking  those 
persons  who  had  been  at  great  expence  in  illuminating 
the  town  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit,  and  erecting  a  superb 
temple  at  Alexandria,  and  a  throne  in  the  Great  Square, 
with  a  complimentary  inscription  on  the  merits  of  himself 
and  his   sons,   who  had  been  distinguished  in  military 

•  It  is  a  proverb  in  Persia,  that  coffee  without  tobacco,  may  be  com- 
pared to  meai  without  sali» 
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cp&ttudtx^  *,  observed,  <<  I  knew  the  attaehmeht  the  Frenka 
had  to  my  person ;  bat  never  till  this  moment  did  I  •  be^ 
Ueve  k  was  to  the  extent  that  this  danaonstrates;''  and*  in 
fbe  true  language  of  die  merchant,  added,  ^*  I  would 
ittthtf  haire  enjoyed  this  pleasure,  fban  gained  25,000 
piastres  by  a  bargain  in  grain  l^  He  went  in  state  to  view 
these  things. 

The  Pacha  rendered  essential  service  to  the  CM^omaa 
government  and  Mahomedans  in  general,  by  recapturing^ 
after  a  vigorous  war&re  of  eight  years,  in  person,  the  cities 
of  Mecca  and  Medina,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Wacchabees,  a  sect  who  have  set  at  defiance  the  Tudusb 
power  for  haif  a  century,  and  whom  he  extirpated.  He 
captured  their  chief,  but  exercised  eveiy  act  of  hiunanil^ 
to  him.  He  passed  through  Alexandria  a  short  time 
before  my  arrival,  on  his  way  to  Constantinople,  where 
he  had  been  sent  to  be  disposed  o(  as  the  Grand  Signior 
tliought  proper.  Although  during  the  absence  of  the 
Pacha  the  Kiaja  Bey  or  Minister,  who  acted  for  hkn,  ob« 
tained  power,  and  might  have  effected  a  revidntion,  yet 
so  much  confidence  had  been  reposed  in  Mahomed  All, 
that  an  act  of  this  nature  was  never  thought  of,  and  Egypt 
was  perfectly  tranquil  during  the  period  he  was  absent  in 
consequence  of  these  hostilities. 

It  is  a  gratifying  consideration,  that  in  every  quarter, 
travellers  may  now  proceed  and  prosecute  their  enquiries 
with  equal  safety,  as  in  the  most  civilized  countries,  where 
protection  is  afforded  and  respect  is  paid.    To  promote  the 

*  The  following  is  a  translation :  — 

"  To  Mahomet  Ali  Pacha. 
"  To  Egypt's  chief,  we  sons  of  commerce  raise 
This  tribute  of  our  gratitude  and  praise; 
Th*  uncpnquer'd  hero's  princely  heart,  we  trust, 
Will  not  less  gracious  take  it  than  'tis  just." 

''  To  Ibrahim  Pacha. 
**  The  routed  bands  approach'd  Arabia's  horde, 
Proclaim  the  glorious  triumph  of  thy  sword. 
And  adding  splendour  to  thy  father's  &me. 
Declare  thee  worthy  that  great  fathtt's  name." 
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happiness  of  the  people,  and  the  (urosperity  of  these  vast 
dominions,  has  been  the  grand  object  of  Mahomed  Ali. 
Thus  Egjrpt,  formerly  a  country  where  disorder  and  con- 
fusion reigned,  now  insures  personal  safety.  The  traveUer 
is  not  under  any  apprehension  of  danger ;  and  the  Christian 
is  not  insulted  or  trampled  upon.  It  is  now  more  flourish- 
ing than  any  other  country  in  the  Levant;  contentment  is. 
to  be  found  there ;  abuses  are  removed ;  and  a  liberal  and 
most  enlightened  administration  has  been  established. 

As  a  proof  of  his  enlightened  mind,  he  wrote  to  this* 
country  for  scientific  persons  to  be  sent  to  explore  and 
work  for  minerals  throughout  Egypt.  In  consequence  of 
this,  gentlemen  of  abilities  and  experience  departed  from 
England,  and  from  a  prosecution  of  such  an  undertaking 
important  e£fects  may  be  expected.  And  further,  as  a 
laudable  trait  in  his  character,  he,  upon  applications  from 
certain  persons  in  his  service,  who  were  parents,  selected 
several  of  their  children  and  sent  them  to  England,  Italy, 
and  other  countries,  with  the  view  of  their  receiving  the 
proper  elements  of  education.  On  their  return  they  will 
be  enabled  to  impart  to  their  countrymen  the  advantages 
which  such  an  important  object  necessarily  embraces. 

It  may  be  further  added,  that  Mahomed  Ali  has  two 
sons,  one  named  Ibrahim  Pacha,  who  completed  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  Wacchabees,  and  who  is  understood  to 
have  imbibed  the  principles  of  his  father,  and  is  now  in 
Egypt.  The  other,  Ismail  Pacha,  was  engaged  in  pene- 
trating with  an  expedition  into  the  interior  of  Africa,  and 
detached  troops  up  the  Nile  to  examine  some  of  the  great 
rivers.  This  may  perhaps  afford  facility  to  religious  mis- 
sions, and  unfold  objects  of  the  highest  interest.  In  this 
undertaking  he  was  unfortunately  killed,  but  the  con- 
quest was  secured  by  the  possession  of  the  country  as  far 
as  Senaar. 

in  fine,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  a  hope,  that  his 
growing  power,  vast  resources,  and  increasing  popularity, 
added  to  the  benevolent  and  patriotic  disposition  by  which 
he  is  actuated,  with  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  holds  the 
British  nation,  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  government 
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df  tJhis  country,  and  that  prudeace  will  be  exercised  to  pre* 
serve^  a  proper  understanding  with  Mahomed  Ali,  who 
governs  several  millions  of  people ;  as  not  only  our  political 
and  commercial  interests,  but  those  of  the  Antiquarian  and 
Traveller,  are  so  deeply  involved  in  it. 


« 
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DEPARTURE. —  JOURNEY  ACROSS  THE  DESERT. —  WRETCHED 
HUT  TO  REPOSE  IN.  —  ABOUKIR  BAY.  — VERMIN.  —  MI- 
RAGE. —  LAND  MARKS.  —  CARAVANSERAIS.  —  SCRIPTURE 
APPLICATION.  -*  MULES.  —  DROMEDARIES.  -—  CAMELS,  — 
ARRIVAL  AT  R08ETTA. —  HINTS  TO  TRAVELLERS. 

JtlAViNG  satisfied  my  curiosity  with  respect  to  Alexan- 
dria, where,  I  own,  I  observed  ruins,  spectacles  of  misery, 
and  human  degradation,  I  made  the  necessary  preparations 
for  proceeding  to  Rosetta,  in  order  to  embark  for  Grand 
Cairo.  For  this  place  I  departed,  with  my  servant  and 
guide,  upon  mules,  on  the  10th  of  December,  carrying 
with  us  beds  and  every  culinary  article,  and  properly 
armed  for  our  personal  safety. 

In  this  journey,  I  passed  over  the  scenes  which  mark 
the  memorable  contests  between  the  British  and  French 
armies  during  the  late  war.  The  spot  was  pointed  out 
to  the  left,  among  some  hills  of  sand,  where  the  brave 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  fell,  —  "a  name  dear  to  every 
British  soldier,  whose  memory  will  be  embahned  in  the 
recollection  of  a  grateful  posterity."*  On  viewing  the  Bay 
of  Aboukir,  I  could  not  fail  to  recollect  that  it  was  here  the 
brave  Nelson,  (the  bare  mention  of  whose  name  struck 
terror  into  our  enemies,)  expected  every  man  would  do 
his  duty ;  a  hope  which  he  afterwards  saw  fiilly  realized, 
and  induced  him  to  proclaim  to  the  world  at  large,  "  that 
Almighty  God  had  been  pleased  to  bless  his  Majesty's 
arms  with  a  great  victory  over  the  French  fleet," — an  action 
imparaUeled  iti  naval  history. 

*  Lord  Hutchinson^s  dispatches. 

The  remains  of  this  venerable  warrior  are  deposited  in  one  of  the 
bastions  of  the  fortifications  at  La  Valette,  in  Malta. 


i?^ 


At  suD-set,  we  halted  for  the  night  at  a  small  Caffanc^ 
ia  the  desert,  on  the  Bay.     This  place,  of  all  the  scenes  of 
misery  and  filthy  escceeded  any  thing  1  ever  beheld  in  any 
country  through  -whibh  I  had  travelled.     It  was  a  loath-^ 
some  hut,  rudely  formed  of  reeds  and  straw.     Both  inside 
and  without  there  were  swarms  of  Arabs,  in  all  the  hor- 
rors of  poverty  and  nakedness,  and  literally  covered  with 
vermin.    Many  of  them,  during  the  night*time,  rushed  into 
the  hut  with  the  impetuosity  of  a  torrent.     The  servants 
who  accompanied  them,  slept  on  the  ground  on  the  out- 
side of  the  place,  a  practice  that  appears  to  have  been  an-* 
ciently  fcdlowed  in  the  East.    At  Alexandria,  I  also  re- 
marked, that  many  of  the  Arab  servants  slept  on  the  outside 
of  the  door  of  the  Consuls  houses.  *     A  cloud  of  smoke 
from  their  pipes  completely  enveloped  the  place,  which 
was  only  lighted  by  a  solitary  cruse  of  oil,  and  became 
almost  suffocating.     In  such  a  spot,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
say,  that  sleep,  nature's  soft  nurse,  was  frightened  away ; 
in  feet,  to  use  the  words  of  oiur  Bard,  it  might  be  said  to 
be  murdered,  by  the  swarms  of  vermin  which  made  so 
formidable  an  attack.     Language  is  perfectly  inadequate 
to  describe  the  dreadful  suffering  I  experienced  during  this 
memorable  night.     I  was  compelled  to  have  recourse  to 
this  receptacle  of  wretchedness  for  shelter,  from  the  great 
dews  which  fall  in  Egypt  after  sun  set,  which  are  so  de- 
structive to  health.     A  thousand  times  was  I  forcibly 
reminded  of  the  torment  which  the  Egyptians  must  have 
endured  from  the  third  plague,  f    The  whole  operation  I 
waa  engaged  in  during  the  night,  was,  attempting  by 
every  expedient  in  my  power  to  ward  off  the  vermin,  but 
ia  vain. 

Although  I  lun  perfectly  aware  that  the  reader  is  wearied 
with  perusing  a  namitive  so  disagreeable,  yet  I  can  assure 
him,  that  I  fek  much  more  tired  in  going  through  one 
scene  of  this  sort  after  another.  My  object,  in  short,  in 
relating  the  circumstance,  is  to  excite  in  him  thankfulness 
to  God,  and  submission  to  just  and  benevolent  rulers,  to 

*  2  Sam.  xL  9.  t  Exod.  viii.  16. 
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move  his  ooinpassion  towards  these  countries  aad  rdnwe 
him  to  prayer  and  exertion,  where  it  is  at  all  practicilble» 
to  aend  the  salvation  of  God  among  such  a  people,  that  it 
may  raise  them  from  the  dmighiU,  and  rectify  what  is  evil 
atiiong  them.  Never  will  that  deplorable  spectacle,  whidi 
the  group  within  and  without  this  spot  presented,  be 
effiiced  from  my  memory.  I  repeatedly  had  occasion  to 
contrast  it  with  the  accommodation  afibrded  even  to  the 
most  common  animal  in  Britain* 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject*  I  consider  it 
proper  to  Temark,  that  the  prodigious  swarms  of  vermin^ 
which  infest  the  huts  or  cabins  of  the  Egyptians,  appear  to 
come  forth  particularly  during  the  night,  and  spring  as  it 
were  out  of  the  dnst  of  the  earth.  I  am  led  to  diink,  they 
are  of  the  same  kind  a$  Moses  has  described^  and  are  n 
species  of  sand  insect.  * 

In  an  expedition  of  King  Richard  the  First,  of  Enghnds 
to  the  Holy  Land»  alluding  to  the  march  of  his  army  of 
Crusaders,  it  is  observed,  that  each  night  certain  vexmoi 
<*ommonly  called  torrenteSf  distressed  them :  they  crqpt 
upon  the  ground,  and  occasicmed  a  very  burning  heat^ 
making  painful  punctures.  They  hurt  no  person  in  the 
day-time,  but  when  night  came  on  they  annoyed  them 
extremely,  being  armed  with  stings,  conveying  a  poison^ 
which  quickly  occasioned  the  wound  to  swell,  and  pro* 
duced  the  most  acute  pain. 

What  these  torrentes  were,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know, 
though  I  am  sure  that  on  this  occasion  they  often  made  an 
impression  on  me  by  their  envenomed  stings ;  but  as  thqr 
are  describe  as  worms  or  vermin  that  crowded  on  tlM^ 
ground,  I  apprehend  it  to  be  more  probable,  that  theae 
W6re  insects  of  the  species  of  which  Moses  speaks,  rather 
than  gnat^  bred  in  the  water,  as  some  commentators  sup- 
pose; or  lice,  which  have  in  common  no  connection  with 
the  dust  of  the  ground.  This  land,  indeed^  appears  to  be 
most  strikingly  afflicted  wijJi  other  calamities  denounced 
^ig^inst  it  during  tlie  time  of  Pharaoh.     The  Mosaic  ao^ 

*  Gxod.  viii.  20  to  24. 
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Goont  rqpresents  these  insects,  as  first  appearing  on  the 
earth,'  and  frcun  thence  making  their  way  to  man  and. 
beast. 

A  stranger,  on  arriving  in  Egypt,  appears  to  be  a  pai^ 
ticnlar  object  of  attack  from  vermin,  and  salfers  severely. 
When  I  was  at  Alexandria,  I  was  fiistened  upon  almost 
immediately  on  my  arrival,  and  was  some  time  confined  to 
my  room,  my  face  bdng  greatly  swelled,  and  my  eyes 
almost  dosed.  Such  a  formidable  attack,  may,  I  <x>uceive, 
arise  from  the  blood  of  a  stranger  being  more  pure  than  that 
of  a  native  of  the  country.  I  had  not  so  much  occasion  to 
ecHnplain  of  this  attack  during  the  day,  when  I  observed  the 
vermin  closely  attached  to  the  walls  of  the  room,  and  as  if 
asleep,  but  chiefly  during  the  mght,  since  the  moment  the 
shades  of  it  appear,  the  whole  are  busy,  and  in  motion  like 
an  army* 

..  At  four  o'clock  next  morning  I  got  up,  rejoicing  at  the 
Bght  of  day,  which  put  an  end  to  my  suflferhigs ;  and  on 
ahaaging  my  clothes,  I  found  the  linen  marked  with- bloody 
like  a  handkerchief  with  red  spots.  At  this  time  the 
motley  group  in  the  caffiuie  rushed  out  with  great  rapidity, 
each  taking  his  own  rout,  and  I  proceeded  on  my  journey 
after  paying  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for  the  miserable 
accommodation  of  this  night 

We  reached  the  Caravanserai,  near  the  lake  Utko, 
where  we  embarked,  were  ferried  across,  and  proceeded 
along  the  desert  of  sand.  We  stopped  at  Marabout,  where 
there  is  a  solitary  mosque^  and  received  a  draught  of 
water,  fiNr  whidi  money  was  demanded  by  the  Arabs. 
About  three  o'dock  I  perceived  the  turrets  and  sycamore 
trees  of  Rosetta,  at  which  time  I  found  myself  greatly 
exhausted,  from  oppressive  heat  and  &tigue ;  and,  like 
other  travellers,  was  deceived  by  the  mist  or  apparitional 
lake*,  so  celebrated  under  the  name  of  the  Mirage  or 
Serab^  which  even  at  a  very  short  distance  had  the  most 
perfect  resemblance  to  a  great  sheet  of  water,  with  trees 

to  our  great  Maker  praise. 
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phnted  in  it  at  certain  distaiicesy  reflecditg  every  smrdmidi* 
iBg  olgect  as  a  minor.  This  was  ocmceiTed  tobe  an  in-* 
surmountable  barrier  to  our  reaching  Rosetta,  and  thae 
ofu:  guide  had  miafaken  the  proper  tract  through  the 
desert;  but  as  we  advanced,  the  supposed  lake  and  itd 
objects^  vanished,  so  powerful  was  the  optical  deception. 
The  prospect,  at  first  sights  is  cheering,  but  ultimately 
most  delusive  to  the  traveller*  He  quIcJcens  his  steps  to 
reach  the  place  where  he  hopes  to  quench  his  tbicst,  and 
feels  die  cruelty  of  disappointment  SwaUows  in  great 
numbers  skim  over  these  imagmary  pools.  This  singular, 
and  I  may  add,  tantalizing  phen<Hnenon,  is  in  all  prob»« 
fity  that  which  is  alluded  to  by  the  prophets.* 

About  four  o'dock  in  the  afternoon,  we  reached  die 
town,  and  alighted  at  a  poor  imi,  kept  by  fui  Italian^  Witb 
the  excepdon  of  a  draught  of  water,  we  had  not  tasted  any 
refreshment  in  the  course  of  a  most  toilsome  and  eliiaiiBt*- 
ifig  journey  across  the  parching  sands  of  this  desert,  and 
under  a  burning  sun*  Previous,  however,  to  attempting  a 
description  of  Rosett%  or  Jtasckidf  as  it  is  called  by  the  na<^ 
tives,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  advert  to  several  objecta 
which  passed  under  observation,  as  peculiarities  in  the  coarse 
of  the  journey  across  the  desert* 

In  the  first  place,  it  appeared  to  me  from  the  tracklesa 
nature  of  the  sand^  that  it  would  have  beea  ahnost  impos^ 
sible  to  find  a  way,  but  for  heap9  of  stones  which  faaina 
bean  piled  up  at  particdar  distances,  from  time  imme. 
tarsal}  aa  laudHouMrks.  TbesQ  have  been  often  remarked 
by  travellers,  and  it  is  no  doubt  in  reference  to  them  diat 
some  ^(pressions  occur  in  the  sacred  vQlume.  f 

Hie  prophet  Isaiah  Alludes  tp  the  return  of  the  laiaeytaa 
from  the  Babylonish  captivity.  It  is  unnecessary  to  okh 
serve,  that  between  Jerusdem  and  Babyhm  there  are  many 
extensive  deserts,  the  paths  across  which  are  marked  out 

*  Isaiah,  xxxv.  7.        Job,  xxiv.  2.       Jeremiah,  xy.  18. 

**  As  to  unbelievers,  their  works  are  like  a  vapour  in  a  plain,  which 
the  thirsty  traveller  thinketh  to  be  water,  until  when  he  cometh  there- 
to, he  findeth  it  to  be  nothing.'*    Koran,  c.  X3dv. 

f  Genesis,  xxxL  46.        Isaiah,  Ixii.  10.       Prov.  xxii.  28. 


i>y  heaps  of  jtones  to  insnie  a  safe  teuk  to  the  tcareller^ 
and  prereat  his  gou^  astray,  as  I  remarked  in  travelling 
through  the  desert  to  Bosetta. 

In  this  journey  I  mentioned  that  vre  had  proceeded  on 
mules.  These  animals  are  alluded  to  in  many  parts  of 
Scripture,  as  instances  of  the  creatmg  power  and  goodness 
of  God  Their  first  use  appears  to  be  ascribed  to  Anah 
the  son  of  Zibean,  whose  daughter  Aholibama  was  given 
ki  marriage  to  Esau.*  Grreat  as  the  rank  of  David  was^ 
we  find  they  were  received  into  his  service,  that  he  rode 
upon  them,  and  commanded  his  son  to  f(dlow  his  ex«> 
an^&f  They  farmed  parts  of  many  of  the  gifts  which 
were  presented  to  Solomon,  by  those  who  were  admitted 
into  his  presence,  to  hear  the  '^wisdom  which  God  had 
put  in  his  heart'' j:  In  the  remarkable  drought  whicb 
followed  the  prayer  of  I^jah,  to  punish  the  king  of  Israel, 
it  appears  to  have  been  his  special  care  to  preserve  these 
animals.  $  They  are  remarkably  steady,  sure*-footed,  and 
patientj  and  the  leaders  rarely  aUow  them  to  gallop,  but  to 
go  a  slow  pace^  which  renders  a  journey  extremely  tedious. 
Hie  Arabs  treat  their  mules  with  great  humanity  and  ten- 
derness. They  eaqnress  great  indignation  at  those  persons 
wbo  compel  them  to  go  a  (juicker  pace  than  is  natural  to 
Ifaem,  and  will  rather  follow  thexa  on  foot,  than  bnrdien 
them  by  their  wei^t,  if  they  consider  it  too  much  for  them 
lo  carry. 

I  preferred  the  motion  of  the  mule  to  either  that  of  the 
dromedary  or  camel.  Many  of  the  latter  passed  me  prof- 
di^oosly  loaded.  On  these  travellers  and  their  fionilies 
are  conveyed  in  deep  paniers  or  baskets  placed  on  each 
fide  eqpnpoised,  where  they  sleqp,  or  lie  at  their  ease  in 
per&ct  safety.  The  long  stq^e  o£  camels,  with  the  sick- 
ening rock  c^  these  baskets  to  and  fro,  and  the  objects  they 
eojotau^  have  a  most  ludicrous  appearance.  Judging  from 
Scripture,  we  dre  Jed  to  suppose  it  might  have  been  such 
kind  of  baskets  which  were  used  in  the  early  ages.  ||   These 

<*  GieBt>  iLxxvi.  24.  1 1  Kings,  i.  33.  |  lb.  x.  25. 

§  1  KingS|  mil  5.  I  Genew,  xxxi.  J4. 
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beasts  of  burden  are  of  gi^at  importance  in  sucfa  a  coontry 
JOS  the  East  They  are  gentle  and  docile,  unless  provdked 
by  severity  of  treatment.  When  struck  at,  or  during  the 
time  they  are  lading  very  heavy,  they  make  a  disagreeable 
howl  or  yell,  expressive  of  their  anger.  We  read  that  at 
one  time  they  were  very  numerous  in  the  country,  and 
constituted  a  great  branch  of  patriarchal  wealth.*  Little 
provision  satisfies  them ;  their  labour  and  patience  almost 
iexceeds  credibility.  As  he  is  doomed  to  travel  over  the 
parched  desert,  nature  has  enabled  him  to  lay  in  that 
<)uantity  of  water  within  himself  which  will  supply  his  wants 
for  several  days.  Those  who  sit  on  the  back  of  the  camel,  at 
a  see-saw  motion,  are  far  from  being  pleasantly  situated; 
The  common  pace  of  this  stately  animal  may  be  calculated 
at  little  more  than  two  miles  an  hour;  one  cause  is,  the 
J^ind  of  sauntering  pace  that  it  usually  takes,  and  firom  its 
being  disposed  to  halt,  and  nibble  at  every  appearance  of 
the  barest  plant  or  blade  which  it  may  happen  to  nodce; 
It  is  to  the  camel  that  our  Lord  alludes  in  his  memorable 
rebuke  to  the  Pharisees,  f  The  camel  eats  sparingly,  trots 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour,  and  firom  its  swiftness 
and  peculiarity  of  motion,  a  rider  is  firequently  obliged  to 
have  his  mouth  tied  with  a  handkerchief  to  preserve 
respiration,  and  at  the  end  of  his  journey  finds  himself 
almost  in  a  state  of  insensibility  ftom  exertion  and  fatigue* 
Such  is  the  attention  and  anxiety  for  the  comforts  of  it  oit 
the  part  of  the  Arab,  that  he  always  supplies  its  wants  be- 
fore he  attends  to  his  own.  In  short,  the  camel  must  be 
ranked  as  an  animal  of  pre-eminent  iiiiportance  in  the  eye 
of  a  traveller.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dromedary  is  a  crea- 
ture of  greater  velocity  of  motion  |,  and  is  now  commonly 
employed  in  carrying  dispatches  requiring  expedition,  as 
they  were  of  old.  §  It  may  perhaps  be  to  the  swiftness  of 
this  animal  that  Job  refers,  when  he  speaks  of  the  rapidity 
with  which  his  time  on  earth  passed  away.  || 

I  observed  that  we  stopped  at  the  caravanserai  near  lake 

*  Job,  L  3.  t  Matthew,  jam.  si.  |  Jer.  li.  29^ 

$  Esther,  viii.  10.  ||  Job,  ix.  25. 
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iJtko^  ^^te  we  ferried  acF(M%  and  being  the  first  place  of 
tbe  kind  I  had  seen^  it  is  proper  I  should  speak  of  it; 
particularly.  These  edifices  are  of  two  kinds.  Those  in 
Cities  are  for  the  accommodation  of  travelling  merchants ; 
buty  such  as  are  here  and  there  placed  along  the  roads  or 
track,  or  attached  to  the  ports,  are  intended  for  the  tem- 
porary use  of  travellers.  These  caravanserais,  which  are 
9pen  to  persons  of  every  religious  persuasion,  are  some- 
times built  on  a  large  scale.  They  are  mossy  structures, 
having  recesses  like  cloisters  or  arches  of  considerable 
depth,  elevated  about  two  feet  from  the  ground;  many  of 
them  are  without  doors  or  inclosures  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  travellers.  There  is  a  large  court  or  area  in 
fi*ont,  where  the  animals  are  fastened  to  the  ground,  and 
the  entrance  is  secured  by  large  gates.  As  no  provisions 
are  to  be  found  in  these  places,  the  traveller  is  obliged  to 
provide  every  article  he  requires,  who  is  abundantly  sup- 
plied with  the  purest  water  from  fountains  in  the  area.  In 
both  cases,  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  which  they 
afford  for  the  commission  of  crimes,  particularly  that  of 
theft,  they  are  respected  by  the  devout  Mahomedan  as  more 
sacred  than  ordinary  houses;  and  I  apprehend  it  is  in  allu- 
sion to  this  feeling  that  the  son  of  Sirach  expresses 
himself.  * 

Although  caravanserais  are  generally  considered  as 
having  been  erected  at  the  public  expence;  yet  different 
travellers  mention,  and  I  personally  know  the  statement  to 
be  correct,  that  they  are  sometimes  built  as  fountains  are,  for 
refreshing  the  traveller,  and,  from  a  principle  of  piety,  en- 
dowed with  certain  lands  to  keep  them  in  proper  repair. 
There  can  indeed  be  no  doubt  that  these  resting  places, 
(for  they  differ  from  the  Khans,  in  furnishing  refreshments 
as  well  as  lodging,)  were  known  in  Judea  during  the  time 
of  our  Lord,  as  he  supposes  the  Samaritan  committed  the 
wounded  man  to  the  care  of  a  caravanserai,  and  promised 
at  his  return  to  pay  for  whatever  his  condition  might 
require. 

*  Ecclesiasticus^  xli.  19. 


46  6vn>£8. 

But,  aldunig^  heaps  cf  stones  not  only  mark  the  path^ 
and  caravanserais  provide  accommodation  for  the  traveller 
on  the  wide  wastes  of  these  countries,  yet  it  is  ahc^ether 
indispensable  that  he  should  have  guides  to  accompany 
him,  in  whom  he  can  repose  a  degree  of  confidence.  These 
ccmductors  not  only  know  where  water  is  to  be  fiMmd^ 
which  is  so  highly  essential,  but  likewise  the  distances  be- 
tween resting  places,  as  well  as  those  parts  of  the  tract' 
where  i^eed  is  requisite,  or  the  traveller  may  venture  to 
pursue  his  journey  more  at  leisure.  Although  I  had  widi 
me  a  most  eicperienoed  interpreter,  who  spoke  the  lan- 
guages of  the  East  and  other  countries,  I  found  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  have  a  proper  guide,  who  knew  local 
situations.  This  I  strongly  recommend  to  every  one 
who  pursues  a  journey  along  these  toilsome  and  dreary 
regions. 
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ROSETTA.  —  POPULATION.  —  DOGS.  —  FUNERALS.  —  SCHOOL.  — 
VOYAGE  UP  THE  NILE PACHA's  BARGE. WOMEN.  —  HI- 
DEOUS SPECTACLES  ALONG  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  NILE. -^ HINTS 
TO  TRAVELLERS  DRINKING  THE  WATERS  OF  IT.  —  DSW.  — 
ARRIVAL  AT  CAIRO.  —  MISERABLE  INN.  —  ASSASSINATION 
OF  KLEBBR.-*— PUNISHMENT  OF  ASSASSIN.  —  PACHA's  COUN- 
TRY HOUSE. 

The  town  of  Rosetta  stands  north  and  south.  It  is  si->; 
tuated  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Nile,  and  has  not  any 
fortifications.  From  the  soil  having  been  moistened  by 
the  overflowing  of  the  Nile  it  is  verdant^  and  encourages 
the  cultivation  of  gardens,  of  which  there  are  several  in  its 
vicinity. 

The  population  I  should  conceive  to  be  about  twenty 
diousand,  and  the  canine  species  may  be  estimated  at  some 
thousands.  Although  it  must,  unquestionably,  be  allowed, 
that  the  swarms  of  dogs  which  infest  this  place  may  be  of 
occasional  use  in  devouring  the  carrion  and  other  acci* 
dental  dead  bodies  thrown  out  in  the  streets,  yet  travellers 
must  admit,  that  the  numbers  tolerated  amount  to  a  most 
prodigious  nuisance.  They  are  so  annoying  that  people 
are  frequently  obliged  to  carry  a  whip  in  their  hands,  or 
some  other  weapon  to  defend  themselves  from  the  attacks 
of  these  animals.  Many  of  them  are  of  a  mongrel  breed, 
being  propagated  by  the  dog  and  the  jackal,  and  their 
head  resembles  that  of  the  fox.  Notwithstanding  the  dog 
was  an  object  of  adoration  among  the  Egyptians,  the  Ma** 
homedans  will  not  permit  them  to  enter  their  habitations, 
considering  them  as  unclean.  They  do  not,  however, 
hold  the  cat  in  the  same  abhorrence. 

Great  as  the  number  of  the  canine  species  is  here  stated 
to  be,  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  Vienna,  where 
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I  am  informecl  they  Amoant  to  70,000»  and  consume  yearly 
2,947  oxen,  and  1,474,170  pounds  of  bread. 

The  voracious  appetite  of  dogs,  which  reconciles  them 
to  the  most  impure  species  of  food,  appears  not  to  have 
escaped  the  observation  of  the  wise  King,  in  reference  to 
the  acts  of  folly  which  are  committed  by  man.*  Even 
licking  a  sore,  we  find  not  to  be  disagreeable  to  their 
tastef^  and  when  the  animals  happen  to  be  woUnded,  they 
lick  their  own  sores  till  it  effects  a  cure.  One  of  my 
friends  in  England,  who  was  affected  with  a  disease  in  his 
eyes,  had  young  puppies,  by  medical  advice,  applied  to 
lick  them;  which  affected  a  perfect  cure.  It  may  be 
observed,  that  the  dog,  in  his  manner  of  drinking,  does 
not  take  the  water  as  other  animals,  but  by  lapping ;  and 
this  practice  prevailed  among  the  antient  people  of  God, 
as  is  demonstrated  by  Holy  Writ  J 

The  prodigious  number  of  these  animals  in  every  part 
of  the  East,  and  the  howl  they  set  up  in  a  town,  espe-. 
cially  at  evening",   appears   to  be  clearly  alluded  to,  by 
the  royal  Psalmist.§     We  find,  that  by  the  law  of  Moses, 
they  were  specially   placed  under  that  class  of  unclean 
animals,  to  which  a  mark  of  infamy  was  attached,  since, 
the  Israelites  were  prohibited  from  bringing  their  price  as. 
an  oblation  to  the  Lord.||     In  short,  the  slightest  attention 
to  the  words  of  inspiration,  will  shew,  that  the  dog  is  alluded 
to  as  figurative  of  infidelity,  voracity,  &c     The  expression 
of    ^'  dog^'    is    fi'equently   used    by  Mahomedans  when 
speaking  of  Christians  in  a  contemptuous  manner.    The 
Turks  appear  to  hold  the  canine  race,  in  some  degree,  as , 
sacred  objects ;  and  at  Rosetta,  certain  fines  are  imposed . 
on  any  individual  who  presumes  to  kill  them.     Should  an , 
European,  for  instance,  be  known  to  put  this  animal  to 
death,  and  even  in  defence  against  an  attack  from  it,  he^ 
is  subjected  by  law  to  the  payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  the 


*  As  a  dog  returneth  to  his  vomit,  so  a  fool  returns  to  his  folly. 
Prov.  xxvi.  11. 

f  Luke,  xvi.21.  J  Judges,  vii  5.  §  P8al.lix.l4, 15. 

jj  Deut.  xxiii.  18. 
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^alne  of  as  miich  torn  as  will  cover  fan  body.  It  is  also  a 
remarkable  fiict;  that  durii^  the  day,  these  dogs,  which  are 
never  permitted  to  come  within  a  hous^  are  perfectly  qui^; 
but  the  moment  the  sun  goes  down,  they  commence  a 
faideons  bark  or  yeU,  which  continues  without  intermission 
till  sun-rise,  and  which  to  those  unaccustomed  to  the  sound, 
18  very  disturbing,  and  places  a  complete  embargo  on 
sleep. 

•  The  flies  are  also  most  troublesome ;  their  appearance 
is  not  unlike  our  common  fly,  but  larger,  though  with  a 
small  sting.  Such  swarms  infested  my  apartment,  that  I 
fimnd  it  impossible  to  eat  a  morsel  at  table  with  any  degree 
of  comfort,  without  my  servant  flapping  a  fan  to  prevent 
them  entering  the  dish;  when  this  operation  ceased,  the 
whole  table  was  covered,  and  appeared  black,  like  so  much 
soot  thrown  upon  it 

The  houses  at  Rosetta  have  flat  roofs,  and  the  streets 
are  gloomy.  The  windows  are  without  glass,  but  have 
wooden  lattice  work  to  fill  them  up.  A  free  circulation  of 
air  is  thus  obtained,  even  in  sultry  weather.  The  frame 
of  a  bedstead,  with  which  I  was  accommodated  in  the 
meanest  apartment,  the  top  of  the  house,  was  made  of 
cane;  and  railed  round.  Poultry  were  confined  underneath. 
The  appearance  of  this  town  is  mean  and  uninteresting. 

The  condition  of  the  inhabitants  df  Alexandria  is  re- 
volting to  human  nature ;  and  I  did  not  find  that  of  the 
<dtizens  of  Rosetta  in  any  degree  better.  Their  garb, 
in  general,  is  that  of  beggary  in  its  most  ofiensive  form. 
Some  of  them  I  observed  with  merely  a  ragged  blanket 
covering  their  naked  bodies;  and  the  habitations  corres- 
pond with  the  filth  and  wretchedness  of  their  i^pearauce; 
I  found  many  exercising  the  right  of  search,  and  clear- 
ing themselves  of  vermin.  To  attempt  any  circum- 
stantial description  of  some  of  the  woeful  spectacles  that  I 
witnessed  here,  would  only  create  disgust.  I  could  not, 
however,  reflect,  without  feelings  of  gratitude,  that  Pro- 
vidence had  cast  my  lot  in  a  land,  where  cleanliness,  order» 
and  decency,  are  not  inseparable  from  indigence ;  and  even 
in  those  particular  instances  where  poverty  is  experioiced, 
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the  sense  of  modesly  and  shame  iastniEte  tlie  poorest  hi<^ 
dividual  to  throw  a  veil,  as  fiir  as  pdssiUe,  oiver  the  loatb^ 
soBoe  visitations  with  which  he  is  afflicted. 

I  did  not  observe  at  Rosetta  that  obstreperous  grief  at 
funerals,  described  by  travellers ;  on  the  contrary,  I  was 
peculiarly  struck  with  the  simjde  mode  in  which  the 
ceremony  of  interment  was  performed.  The  body  having 
been  washed  and  laid  out,  dressed  in  the  best  clothes  c^ 
the  deceased,  is  carried  hastily  to  the  grave^  almost  im- 
mediately after  dissolution,  widi  the  head  foremost,  and  6»* 
posited  in  the  earth  withbut  the  observance  of  any  paiy 
ticukr  rites,  but  a  pious  and  tadt  token  of  implicit  resi^ 
nation  to  the  will  of  heaven.*  This  haste  may  in  one  view 
be  accounted  for,  from  the  extreme  heat  of  this  climate; 
since,  after  the  burial  it  is  a  common  practice  to  hsre 
mourners  to  bewiul  the  dead,  at  the  place  of  interment. 

This  is  a  veiy  antient  practice,  aiid  has  continued  from 
time  inmiemorial  to  the  present  day,  throughout  the 
regions  of  the  East*  It  was  formerly  in  use  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans ;  and  is  a  custom  I  have  observed  hi 
Ireland,  among  the  lower  orders;  reference  is  made  to  h 
by  Homer  in  tiie  mournings  for  Hector. 
'  To  this  particular  practice  various  allusions  are  made  by 
the  Prophets  and  Evangelists.f 

A  most  extraordinary  circumstance  Was  related  to  me 
l^  tiie  vice-consul,  which  I  shall  give  without  offering  any 
comment.  Should  a  Mahometan  have  criminal  intercourse 
witii  the  wife  of  another,  professing  the  same  religion^ 
the  children  are  considered  as  samts.  The  practice  is  for 
parents  to  carry  their  young  children  on  their  shoulders. 

In  passing  along  the  streets  it  may  be  mentioned  that  my 
umbrella  appeared  an  object  of  curiosity  to  those  who  were 
passing.  My  attention  was  attracted  by  a  kind  of  school  in 
a  miserable  hovel,  where  there  was  a  group  of  ragged  boya 
formed  into  a  circle.  I  looked  into-  the  place  to  observe 
die  method  of  teaching.    A  boy  was  sitting  before  die 

r 

*Amo8viu.  S. 
t  Jeremiah  ix  1 7, 18.    2  Chron.  xxxv.  35.     Amos  v.  l«*     Matt  i% 

23,  24. 
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BHtttei^  dfdsB-JisggiAly  Bke.'  a;  taiisA  on  iris 
,the  former  rockbig  to  wad  firo  with  lib  hgnds  dasped^  and: 
beal^ig  the  grDund  in'  repeating' his  lesson,  as  if  in  a  state 
of  derangement  or  idiotism.  On  thi^i  occasion  the  mast^ 
urns  moving  or  keeping  time  sympathetically,  holding  a 
stick  over  the  head  of  his  pnpoL  Unfortunately,  I  did  net 
ship  long  enough  to  observe  any  of  ttie  other  boys  ei^aged 
vrkh  their  tasks,  but  was  afterwards  informed,  they  were^ 
taught  to  read  and  write  at  the  same  time,  l^  making  the 
letters  and  words  on  a  smooth  boasd,  daubed  over  with  a 
white  cdiour,  which  ihey  wiped  o£^  and  renewed  at  plea^* 
sure.  These  boards  brought  to  my  recollection  the  mode 
of  writing,  alluded  to  by  one  of  the  Prophets,  on .  sticks 
joined  together.^  It  is  known  that  in  India,,  dnldren  are 
often  seen  writing^iheir  lessons  on  the  ground  with  theii* 
fingers,  the  pavement  being  strewed  with  sand  for  that 
pfupose.  In  the  sdlools  which  have  now  been  happily 
established  under  the  Britiidi  System,  the  very  first  rudi-* 
ments  which  the  childr^i  receive  are  to  form  lettesrs  in 
sand.  No  doubt  it  was  to  thb  sort  of  writing  that  one  of 
the  Prophets  referred,  when  he  speaks  of  those  who  shall 
dq>art  &om  the  living  Ood.f  We  are  told  indeed  that 
cur  Saviour  himself  on  one  remai*kable  occasion,  wrote 
on  the  ground. 

The  palm  trees,  to  whidi  so  often  allusion  is  made  in 
Scripture,  &re  beautifiil  here,  and  grow  to  a  prodigious 
hei^t.  It  is  three  to  four  years  before  they  appear  above 
ground,  and  arrive  at  their  prime  in  about  thirty  years^ 
bearing  vast  clusters  of  dates,  something  like  a  small  coarse 
fig,  which  becomes  ripe  in  November.  It  is  agreeable  to 
the  taste,  and  considered  as  a  good  stomatic.  From  this 
a  coarse  spirit,  called  Rakee,  is  distilled  by  the  ArafaS) 
ffimilar  to  bad  English  gin.  The  dexterity  of  the  Arabs^ 
in  climbing  to  the  top  of  this  tree;  to  pludk  the  dates^  is 
Ifemarkable.  They  attach  themsdives  with  their  basket  by 
a  cord  thrown  round  it,  firom  which  they  posh  themselves 

*  Ezekiel  xxxyii.  16, 17.  so.  f  Jer.  xni.  IJ. 
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up  step  by  step  to  the  branches. '   The  leaEvesc^  these -treoi 
are  often  manufectured  mto  ropes  for  vessels. 

Sigmar  Lenzie^  an  Italian,  acts  in  the  capacity  of.  Engli^ 
consul  at  Rosetta.  Contiguous  to  his  residence,  is  pointed 
out  the  spot  where  General  Wauchop,  of  the  British  army^ 
was  waylaid  and  assassinated  by  an  Albanian,  The  consul 
invited  me  to  his  house,  when  refreshments  were  ordered^ 
and  on  the  domestics  presaiting  these  they  kneeled  and 
kissed  our  hands.  The  quays  at  Rosetta  contained  a  num** 
ber  of  vessels,  and  there  was  a  considerable  d^ree  of 
bustle.  I  observed  a  number  of  colossal  statues  and  rnuti* 
lated  figures  <^  antiquity  in  an  indosure^  which  had  recently 
been  brought  from  Upper  Egypt  with' the  view  of  beiiig 
iranqiorted  to  England.  It  may  be  observed,  that  a  bar- 
ber's shop  is  an  object  of  great  curiosity.  Razors  are 
placed  in  a  line  along  the  walls.  The  head  and  arm-ptts 
only  are  shaved,  and  the  prioe  of  two  paras  demanded| 
which  is  the  twentieth  part  of  sixpence.  Water  is  carried 
about  the  streets  on  the  backs  of  men  in  large  skins. 

In  my  voyage  up  the  Nile,  on  the  14th  of  December,  I 
considered  myself  to  have  been  peculiarly  fortunate.  The 
state-barge  of  the  Pacha  was  returning  to  Grand  Cairo* 
having  brought  down  His  Highness,  when  I  made  a  bar* 
gain  with  the  commander  to  take  me  and  my  servant  to  the 
metropolis  for  nine  dollars,  supplying  provisions  at  my  own 
expence.  Thus  I  was  enabled  to  perform  the  passage  in 
nearly  as  much  comfort  as  the  Ruler  of  the  kingdom  hluH 
sel£  This  barge,  which  was  fitted  up  with  some  taste  as 
well  as  splendor,  was  rowed  by  twenty  strong  Arabs, 
almost  totally  in  a  state  of  nudity.  Their,  singing  corres^* 
ponded  with  every  pull  of  the  oar.  The  general  appear- 
ance of  it  resembled  those  of  the  barges  on  the  Thame% 
belcmging  to  the  different  corporate  bodies  of  London,  with 
the  exception  that  it  carried  what  mariners  call  shoulder-of« 
mutton  sails,  and  two  long  flags  of  red  silk  hung  over  tjhe 
stern  right  and  left.  The  cabin  contained  four  windows  on 
each  side,  and  the  floor  was  matted  with  a  carpet  formed 
of  reed$. .  The  exterior  of  the  roof  of  the  cabin,  serving 
occasionally  as  a  place  of  recreatiQn*  was  covered  with  a 
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large  crimson  cloth)  ornamented  and  fringed  with  yellow. 
No  furniture  was  to  be  found  in  the  cabin,  even  to  the 
most  trifling  article.  I  sat  down  on  my  bed,  with  my 
portmanteau  in  front  to  serve  as  a  table.  No  kjod  of  cere- 
mony or  any  degree  of  cleanliness  was  observed  by  the 
Arabs  in  partaking  of  meals.  A  large  wooden  dish  with 
rice,  &c.  formed  into  a  mash,  was  laid  on  deck,  which  they 
encircled  cross-legged,  into  which  they  forced  their  dirty 
hands,  and  scrambled  for  a  full  supply. 

In  the  course  of  this  voyage,  the  views  on  each  side  of 
the  Nile  were  highly  pleasing  and  picturesque.  The  day^ 
built  hovels  of  liie  villages  being  seen  at  a  distance,  pr&- 
rented  more  of  those  minute  and  offensive  details  which 
were  laid  open  on  a  closer  inspection,  but  interspersed  with 
the  lofly  palm-trees,  white  domes  and  minarets  of  the 
tmosques,  they  had  a  rural  and  cheerfid  aspect 

We  stopped  for  the  night  opposite  the  village  of  Fuga^ 
aiid  next  morning,  from  having  incautiously  drank  of  the 
waters  of  the  Nile,  which  resembled  in  colour  those  of  the 
Thames,  I  found  myself  very  severely  affected  in  the 
bowels ;  a  circumstance  it  is  proper  to  mention  as  a  warn- 
ing to  strangers  in  this  country,  who  are  apt  to  indulge  in 
liberal  draughts,  being  naturally  incited  by  the  great  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  the  temptation  arising  from  the  fredii- 
ness  of  the  stream.  Indeed,  the  Egyptian^  like  the  Lon- 
doners, with  the  Thames,  consider  the  water  of  that  river 
as  the  most  delicious  in  the  world.  Although  some  travels 
lers  have  pretended  to  believe,  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
provoking  thirst  artificially,  in  order  that  they  may  th^ 
more  copiously  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  drinking,  I  own  I 
have  my  doubts  as  to  this  observation  being  correct.  By 
eating  spices  and  confectionary  at  their  feasts,  thirst  may 
naturally  be  excited,  and  the  water  in  consequence  be 
drank  more  largely ;  but  I  do  not  apprehend  it  reasonable 
to  maintain,  that  these  are  eaten  with  the  view  of  exciting  a 
stimulus  to  indulge  in  large  draughts.  One  &ct,  however^ 
is  beyond  all  question,  namely,  that  they  have  been  in  all 
ages  particularly  fond  of  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  and  thia 
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may  possibly  explain  the  expressions  made  use  of  by  Moscss 
to  Pharaoh.* 

It  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  describe  the  misery  of 
lhe  mud  huts  which  compose  the  several  villages,  and  the 
singular  state  of  wretchedness  of  the  natives  all  along  the 
banks  of  the  Nile.     The  women,  in  particular,  are  most 
liideous   and  deplorable   objects,   having  a  handkerchief 
about  the  head,  and  only  a  loose,  coarse,  blue  night-gown 
thrown  round  the  body,  with  a  long  black  doth  or  v&l  to  coof- 
treal  most  part  of  their  faces,  and  an  aperture  for  the  eyes, 
which  is  drawn  to  and  fro  like  a  curtain,  and  that  part  in 
front  of  the  mouth  is  brown  with  siJiva.     I  obsarved  many 
washing  their  miserable  rags  in  the  river,  when  they  ap- 
peared to  exercise  a  peculiar  degree  of  caution  in  hiding 
every  part  of  the  countenance,  if  it  was  supposed  they  were 
looked  at  attentively  by  strangers,  and  as  much  ashamed  to 
shew  their  fece,  as  our  fair  conntiTwomea  would  be  if 
caught  in  a  state  of  deshabille  at  their  own  toilets ;  they  in 
iact  appear  to  consider  the  exposure  of  the  face  as  amount- 
ing to  an  act  of  profligacy.     Almost  all  the  children  of 
both  sexes,  especially  up  to  the  age  of  five  years,  run  about 
as  naked  as  when  they  are  bom ;  and  it  is  a  custom  for  the 
mother  to  dip  the  children  after  their  birth  in  the  Nile^ 
which  is  considered  a  duty  of  a  religious  nature.     The 
children  are  drcumcised  at  a  particular  age,  and  the  per- 
formance of  this  ceremony  is  a  season  of  festivity.   N)odiing 
can  strike  an  Englishman  more  forcibly  on  viewing  the  na- 
tives of  this  country  than  the  blessings  and  comfosts  his 
countrymen  enjoy,  even  in  the  most  humble  situation  of 
life,  which  in  &ct  amount  to  high  luxuries,  when  compared 
to  the  filth  and  misery  to  be  met  with  in  this  place.     In 
sailing  along,  I  was  surprised  to  see  an  old  man  inuining^ 
and  attempting  to  keep  up  with  the  barge  for  some  miles, 
with  a  stick  in  his  hands,  foaming  at  the  mputh  with  speak- 
ing, and  literally  naked.     On  making  enquiry  into  the 
cause,  I  was  gravely  told  he  was  one  of  the  Mahcmtedan 
Saints,  solidting  charity.     He  appeared  tp  me  an  idiot; 

•  Exod.  vii.  18. 


FUEL.  :55 

iffldpersobs  in  Ikat  mriiappy  Btttte»  aie  idmjr&ii^d  by  ib^ 
JhEabomedfuis  In  great  Tenerodcui^  esteemed  assaiots^  to 
whom  tte  highest  possible  degree  of  respect  is  uniformly 
paid.   The  troi^ds  saint  and  fool  are  used  as  ^ynonimotis*  . 

Along  die  bank^  of  the  rmr  I  observed  many  of  die  in^ 
habitants  engag^  in  superintending  oxep,  employed  in 
Uiraing  the  wheels  of  a  madiine  ingenipusly  adapted  to 
throw  out  the  water  which  was  conv^ed  into  snudl  foi^rowi 
or  canals  along  the  adjoining  fields^  so  as  to  afford  supplied 
for  nourishing  T^etatioo.  The  attide  of  ftiel  is  made  of 
die  muinre  of  cows,  mixed  with  diopped  straw,  wUch  id 
afterwards  formed  into  {he  shape  of  round  cakes*  These 
are  exposed  in  front  of  the  huts  ix>  reoeive  the  heat  pf  die 
smi,  in  order  to  form  them  into  a  hard  substance  previoiibl 
to  burning.  The  yaiue  of  one  sack,  containing  200  tsk^ 
I  was  informed  was  seven-pence  sterling. 

Notwithstanding  the  sun  was  powerfully  hot  on  die 
16th  4>f  December,  in  die  day-dme,  yet  die  cold  during 
die  night  was  exlcesslve,  as  much  as  that  experienced  in 
Scotland  during  December ;  but,  instead  of  the  hoar  frost 
which  would  have  been  observable  in  the  same  teuatper^ 
atute  of  the  nor^  a  prodigious  dew  with  mist  had  &lle% 
whidi  had  penetrated  to  the  cabin,  and  led  to  the  supposi- 
don  diat  a  fire  had  broken  out,  the  whole  of  it  being  com^ 
pletely  enveloped  in  clouds  It  is  this  pardcnlar,  watering 
from  heaven  which  is  so  fi:equeiidy  alluded  to  in  the  Scrip* 
tores^and  in  the  climate  of  Egypt,  where  rain  seldom 
fells,  is  so  refreshing  to  the  plants  of  die  cuurth.  It  ia 
received  as  a  peculiar  blessing;  it  fiills  heavy  like  rain 
dining  die  night,  but  is  •-  rapidly  absorbed  at  snn-risei 
It  is  very  destructive  to  the  constitution  of  the  European 
tflio  happens  to  be  exposed  to  it  During  the  voyage 
I  had  no  opportunity  of  observing  that  amphibious  mon-^ 
ster,  the  crocodile,  which  is  said  to  command  religious  fear 
in  the  East 

I  cannot  leave  this  short  description  of  my  passage  up 
the  Nile  widiout  adding,  that  during  the  whole  of  it  I  ex^ 
»     '  ■ 

*  Pialni  cxxuii.  lr»5.    Hosea  vl  4.    Id.  xiv.  5. 
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perieiioed)  from  all  on  bdard,  the  greatest  civilily  and  re« 
specL  The  captain^  or  IUus»  as  he  was  called  by  the  Egypr 
tians,  stopped  where  I  wished,  allowed  me.  to  land  on  the 
banks  of  the  rirer,  and  on  one  occasion  pennitted  sonie 
of  the  crew  to  accompany  me  and  my  interpreter^  ds  a 
guard,  in  visiting  one  of  the  nei^boiiring  villages,  where 
I. was  particularly  struck  with  the  nuserabie  denis,  buik  of 
mud,  in  which  fiumilies  were  huddled  together.  Fortuoatdy 
I  had  it  in  my  power  to.  repay  their  attention,  by  eflbctually 
assisting  some  of  the  bargemen,  who  had  be^oi  taken  ill 
before  we  reached  Cairo,  from  my  chest  of  mecUdnes.  The 
captain  himself  also  was  attacked  by  the  same  disease 
whidi  aflfected  them,  and  the  medicines  I  recommended  to 
hkn  wex^  attended  with  so  beneficial  and  speedy.an  isffect, 
that  he  almost  leaped  for  joy,  and  could  not  sufficiently 
express. his  gratitude.  In  a  word,  .it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  have  perfoinned  the  voyage  from  RosettJet  to  Cairo 
mcire  comfortably  and  expeditiously,  or  to  have  been  treated 
with  greater  attention  and  respect.. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  I  landed  at  the  port  of  Bu* 
kc,  about  the  distance  of  two  miles  from  Grand  Cairo, 
and  having  met  with  less  intarruption  .in  passing,  my.l^ 
gage  at  tlie  custom-house  than  I  expected,  I  biced  a.  mule 
to  convey  it  to  town,  to  which,  acoompanied  with  my  in- 
terpreter, I  walked,  and  was  conducted  to  the  Locanda 
Gceca,  a  misemble  inn  kept  by  «  Greek,  in  that  quairter  of 
the  town  which  is  inhabited  solely  by  the  Franks.  Tl^a 
house  was  extremely  filthy,  and  the  passage  was  so  choked 
1^  with  the  excrements  of  poultry,  that  it  was  di|Spiilt  to 
enter,  and  would  have  struck  the  landlord  of  the  lowest 
ale-house  in  England  with  disgust  The  only  room  $h9i 
I  could  obtain  was  an  empty  garret,  worse  tiban  any 
cobler's  den  in  London;  there  was  a  chair,  a  t^ble,  aiid 
the  frame  of  a  bedstead:  it  was  so  infested  with  pi- 
geons that  it  is  impossible  to  convey  any  idea  of  the  annoy- 
ance, added  to  the  flies  and  musquetos  that  swarmed 
around  me.  The  broken  windows  had  the  appearance  of 
antediluvian  antiquity ;  and  those  shattered  pains  of  glass 
which  remained,  proved  that  they  never  had  received  the 
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cpeiiBdiMi  of  deaidiig. '  Hnose  apertafes  wkkh  existed'^ 
ii»it  of  glass,  whidi  affiNrdcid  facility  to  the  visit  of  maif 
lnrd%  I  was  forced  to  stiiff  with-  part  of  my  clothes.  The 
prindpel  apartment,  in  wUdi  there  was  a  sort  of  ordinary^ 
or  table  d'hote,  was  equaUy  miserable,  hong  vnAk  Cobwebs, 
and  the  gaests,  daring  their  repast,  pestered  with  pig^ns 
flying  about,  and  percUtig  above  dieni;  it  in  short  appeared 
a  rendezvous  or  head-quarters  for  die  feathered  tribe. 

Having  deUvered  my  introductory  letters,  I  cannot 
fidl  to  recollect,  willi  sentiments  of  oUigation,  Samud 
^^gS  Esq^  the  gentleman  I  fcmnerly  mentioned,  who 
fiimisbed  every  necessary  informalaon,  and  assisted  me  in 
the  arrangements  for  a  journey  to  Mount  Sinai,  ^diich  i 
had  in  contempiatioli.  I  witt  accompanied  by  several  per* 
sons,  who  pointed  oat  to  me  places  of  mterest;  and  par^ 
ticularly  the  garden  where  the  French  general,  Kleberg 
was- assassinated. 

This  leads  me  to  raetition  that  diabolical  sit,  which  o&> 
curred  the  14th  of  June,  1789,  and  was  accomplished  by 
Splyman  an  Arab,  who  came  from  Aleppo  to  watch  tlie  pro^^ 
per  oppoitunily  to  stril^  the  blow.  He  accosted  llie  gene* 
ral  in  open  day  whai  walking  in  hisgardoi,  and^  under  the 
mask  of  sdiciting  charity,  presented  a  petition;  when  tine 
gen«:al  was  in  the  act  of  reading  it,  llie  assassin  drew  a 
da^^er  which  he  had  concealed,  and  stabbed  hkn  in  four 
different  places,  when  he  fell^  the  first  blow  having  proved 
mortal*  After  the  assassinati<m  Solyman  escaped  to  a  neigh- 
bourii^  garden,  and  hid  himself  in  a  weQ.  It  appears  that 
such  places  and  pits  were  had  recourse  to  in  an  early  age^ 
as  places  of  concealment*  A  female  having  accidentally 
observed  him  from  a  window,  gave  information,  wh^i  he 
was  seized  and  brought  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  French 
army,  where  he  was  tried,  confessed  the  crime,  and  con^ 
demned  to  be  impaled  alive,  after  having  his  right  hand 
cut  off.  This  sentence  was  carried  into  execution  four 
days  after  the  event.  At  tiie  same  time  three  shieks,  or 
persons  in  autiiority,  who  were  understood  to  have  been 

*  2  Sauatd  xvii»  18.    Zarhariah  ix.  11. 


mmt  crimini^  vere  b^eaded^  and  their  bodies  biinied.  It 
was  asserted  thatf  dmriiig  die  dreadfiil  puiakmefnU  Solymaa 
exhibited  the  moat  inviadbk  fortitude  uttering  no  other 
expression  than  moif  mou^  The  skeleixm  of  this  assassin 
was  sent  to  Paris,  where  it  may  be  seen  in  the  Museum  in 
the  King^s  Oardeo. 

I  afterwards  went  U>  Soufara,  a  pakoe  of  the  Pacha,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Nik;  but  in  ccmsequ^ee  of  his  ladies 
bdmg  at  the  time  in  possession  of  it^  whose  number  I  could 
not  ascertain,  admittance  was  denied.me.  I  was  permitted, 
however,  to  go  over  thegardens ;  the  walks  are  laid  with 
pebbles  of  various  colours;  and  to  view  the  Ibuntains 
and  temples,  when  die  slaves  in  waiidiig  presented  me  with 
a  nosi^y ;  an  act  which,  in  the  East,  unjfiinnly  ccmveys  t 
Innt  that  some  pecuniary  gratification  or  compensation  is 
expected  imeiumf 

On  the  fi>llowing  day  J  visited  the  citadel  of  Cairo^  an 
extolsive  fortress,  standing  on  an  elevation  called  Gibbel 
Gii^gis,  fli^i^pQaed  to  have  been  founded  seventeen  centuries 
agcv  in  whicli  enormous  masses  of  ruins  every  where  attract 
attention*  Some  of  die  new  buildings  wUch  the  Pacha 
was  erecting,  made  a  handsome  appearance;  and,  taking 
the  place  altogether,  it  a^med  more  orderly  and  better 
gulalad  than  any  odier  that  I  had  yet  seen  in  Egypt 

.  *  Words  ngD^oag  waUr^  waUr. 
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Aficr  I  had  tilled  the  fotind^  of  the  Pacha  in  the 
citadel,  and  ^een  Ihie  opera6ofa  of  saakfa^  canooii,  I  was 
conducted  to  what  has  been  denondoated  die  well  of  Jo- 
seph. This  extraordjafliy  excavatioQ  is  by  some  ascribed 
to  the  pattiardi  of  that  name ;  but  otbers  contend,  that  it 
was  the  work  of  a  Mafaomedan  viaiea^  so  designated. 

This  well  is  dug  in  the  rock  to  the  dq>th  of  two  hundred 
and  dghty  feet,  and  is  forty-two  in  drciuufer^ice.    A 
winding  staircase  leads  gradually  to  the  bottom,  wheie 
bxen  are  employed  in  turning  the  wheels,  by  which  a 
ccmstant  supply  of  water  is  thrown  up  for  the  use  of  the 
citadel.    Hie  machinery  resembles  in  some  degree,  the 
diain-^uinps  of  a  British  ]naaK)f-war.    About  six  hundi^ 
earth^i  pitchers  are  attached,  at  certain  distmces,  to  ropes^ 
those  descending  being  inverted  and  empty,  and  the  others 
ascending,  upright  and  filled  with  water.    The  tomb  of 
the  vizier  is  shown  in  tlie  side  of  the  w^  gt  the  bo^Hx^^ 
A  lamp  is  kept  constantly  burning  ov^  it.    Th^  staircase 
•by  which  I  descended  into  the  srell  w^  about,  sjx.fe^t  la 
width,  the  rock  haying  been  left  half  a  yard  thick  betir^w 
the  passage  and  the  shaft  of  the.irdil^  by  which  i^uoifiiis  tb^ 
steps  of  the  stairs  are  supported,  and  holes  ante  cut  tjbrough 
to  admit  lig^t  &om  the  shaft  at  convenient  distances.    The 
descent  is  easy^  each  step  being  mi  iflyQbes  deiep  find  five  in 
breadth.    Having  readied  tlie  depdt  q{  pne  hundred  and 
'fifty  feet,  I  eoiered  a  large  cbaiobisr,  which  was  also  excar 
srated,  whase  ^e  oxen  are  employed  to  iQove  th^  viachJipMry 
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to  rai^  the  water  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  well  to  the 
bottom  of  the  upper  part,  from  whence  it  is  drawn  by  an- 
other set  of  these  animals  and  wheels,  to  the  top.  The 
water  is  not  considered,  however,  to  be  good ;  and  a  sup- 
ply is  brought  by  an-  aqueduct  from  the  Nile,  at  Old 
Cairo,  a  short  distance  from  the  new  metropolis. 

After  examining  this  wonderful  excavation,  which  is  not 
unworthy  even  of  the  laborious  antient  Egyptians,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  government-house,  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
citadeL  This  is  a  handsome  edifice,  erected  by  the  pre* 
sent  governor,  Mahomed  Ali,  where  I  was  introduced  to 
the  Kaya  Bey,  who  acts  in  the  capacity  of  prime  minister. 
He  was  attended  by  persons  of  rank  and  power,  who  sat 
next  him  cross-legged,  after  the  eastern  custom,  each 
iSmoking  a  pipe,  and  drawing  the  right  hand  across  liis 
breast  when  he  addressed .  the  minister.  A  number  of 
slaves,  arranged  in  froiit,  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle,  were 
in  attendance.  At  first  the  minister  appeared  to  assume  a 
liigh  air  of  superiority;  his  head  was  erect,  his  manners 
were  repulsive,  and  his  language  measured;  but  ailer 
'entering  into  conversation  for  some  time,  he  was  polite, 
though  greatly  inferior  to  his  master  in  this  respect ;  and 
the  questions  h^  put  were  more  of  a  courteous  nature,  than 
'with  a  view  to  any  important  information.  Although  pipes 
and  tobacco  were  handed  to  me  by  the  attendants,  who 
previously  took  a  few  pufis,  and  at  presenting,  bowed  and 
placed' their  hands  on  the  breast;  yet  the  minister  did  not 
confer  upon  me  what  is  considered  in  the  East  a  high 
<Dark  of  condescension,  taking  the  pipe  out  of  his  own 
'mouth,  and  presenting  it  to  me  to  smoke  after  him.  This 
is  tantamount  to  the  sovereign  of  our  own  country  per- 
mitting a  subject,  on  being  presented  to  him  on  any  special 
occasion,  to  kiss  his  hand. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  the  pipes  are  very  long; 
the  mouth-pieces  and  bowls  are  frequently  splendid ;  the 
length  and  decoration  are  in  proportion  to  the  dignity  of 
the  person  who  uses  them.  The  tubes  of  those  belonging 
to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  are  generally  formed  of 
reeds.    The  bowls  are  of  clay  and  -of  different  colours. 
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Even  in  cmoUog  it^is  considered  by  fthe  Muhomedatid  as 
indecent  to  expectorate.  They  use  a  reclining  posture; 
they  TVBlk  about  a  little,  and  express  much  surprise  at  what 
is  considared  the  restlessness  of  the  Europeans,  who  are 
continually  in  motion. 

At  this  time  the  minister,  like  the  Pacha,  at  the  audi- 
ence in  Alexandria,  was  seated  in  the  comer  of  an  apart* 
ment,  which  is  the  place  of  honour,  and  near  a  window, 
looking  into  the  grand  square,  so  as  to  observe  every  thing 
which  occurred  ^ere.  On  this  occasion  he  appeared  to 
listen  to,  and  decide  such  c(»nplaints  as  were  brought  be- 
fore him,  either  in  writing  or  viva  voce. 

Before  I  departed  from  the  palace  I  was  permitted  to 
view  the  apartments  of  the  Pacha.  The  principal  room^ 
or  hall  of  audience,  presented  a  generally  handsome  effect; 
the  walls  were  surrounded  with  so&s,  and  a  large  glass 
chandeUer  was  suspended  from  the  ceiling.  Instead  of 
pictures,  with  which  our  rooms  are  ornamented,  the  Mar 
homedans  use  particular  passages  of  the  Koran,  as  was 
the  case  here.  The  view  from  the  windows  constitutes, 
however,  the  true  magnificence  of  the  saloon ;  it  commands 
the  whole  ci^  of  Cairo,  adorned  with  lofty  domes,  pin* 
nacles,  and  trees,  as  if  they  were  under  the  feet ;  the  Nile^ 
the  pyramids,  the  desert,  in  the  direction  of  the  Red  Sea^ 
and,  in  short,  a  boundless  view.  Language  is  totally  inade^ 
quate  to  describe  the  grandeur  of  that  goodly  prospect 
which  spread  around,  arising  not,  perhaps,  so  much  from  its 
extent,  or  even  from  those  objects  which  are  presented  to 
the  view,  as  from  the  distinctness  with  which  every  thing 
is  seen  through  the  pure  transparency  of  the  I^^tia:n 
atmosphere.  There  are  very  few  trees  to  be  seen  in  the 
city;  those  which,  are  cultivated  are  the  date  and  mul-^ 
berry. 

I  afterwards  attended  an  inspection  of  the  janissaries  in 
the  grand  square,  some  of  whom  were  Frenchmen  who 
accompanied  Buonaparte  to  Egypt.  The  want  of  unir 
fermity  in  the  style  and  colour  of.  their  dresses  was  di^ 
agreeable  to  the  eye ;    they  seemed  to  encumber  their 
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bodfeft  aoA  Isbbi^  aod  luid  ther  appeamne^  of  woittaunSf 
compared  mdi  tke  neafe  and  fegidar  eflfect  of  Europeaai 
ufiifeims.  Tbe  band  of  amsic  was  barbarous  in  Aa  eac-* 
treme^  and  the  barsh  and  squeaking  sounds  tkey  nade 
were  inharmonious.  Drums  were  beat  by  persons  sitting 
in  the  attitude  of  thdr  Iqgs  crosised.  At  the  oondusion 
of  the  whole  an  officer  uttered  an  exclaotiaticm  in  a  slow 
plaintive  T<Hce,  iqpon  which  each  soldier,  as  in  a  momenta 
leaned  his  head  to  the  right  <mi  the  shoulder  of  his  neigb^ 
bour^and  after  steading  a  idiort  time  in  this  positioii,  which 
I  was  told  was  eqmyaient  to  an  acknowledgement  that 
their  heads  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Padia,  thej'were 
^missed,  and  each  ran  off  with  veIoci^« 

The  city  of  Grand  Cairo^  though  unquestionably  large 
and  pc^ulons,  appears  more  so  dum  almost  any  town  I  ha^e 
tisited ;  yet  it  has  nona  of  that  external  mi^ificencey  in 
baildings  and  spacious  streets,  whkh  we  are  led  to  expect 
from  a  cafutal*  The  circumference  of  the  walls  may  be 
esthnated  at  about  sis  English  miles,  the  streets  are  ex* 
ceeding  narrow  like  the  hmes  in  London,  the  broadest 
perhaps  being  litde  more  than  from  twdive  to  fifteen  feet 
People  of  all  nations  are  to  be  found  frequenting  it,  but 
Arabs  appear  to  constitute  the  greatest  part  of  the  popu^ 
lalibn*  In  all  directions,  especially  in  the  principal  streetsi 
erowdfi  of  people  axe  seen  on  foot  and  horseback,  and 
mules  passing  along;  and  there  is  a  constant  buzz  and 
hum.  Few  who  can  affi^rd  to  ride  think  of  walkings  but 
go  about  on  mules,  which  stand  in  the  streets  for  hire ;  imd 
&e  number  ci  them,  J  was  informed,  exceeds  60,000* 
From  the  extraordinary  crowd,  and  narrow  streets,  there 
is  a  comjdete  pressure  in  getting  along,  and  the  difficulty 
is  fiirther  increased  by  those  mountains,  if  I  may  use  the 
expression,  formed  of  cotton,  rice,  and  other  articks, 
which  are  piled  on  the  backs,  and  arranged  on  the  aides, 
of  camels,  who  appear  to  march  forward  with  a  kind  of 
ponp  and  statdiness,  and  clear  the  way,  since  to  them 
every  object  must  yield*  Wc»nen  genendly  ride  astride, 
and  make  a  vevy  ludicrous  appearance,,  from  bemg  muffled 
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up^  in^i^g  ft  sbmU  qpgftnie  fi»  tier  ejntey  and  wsariti^ 
ydlofir  boots. 

In  some  of  die  hftaBin  the  display  of  rich  merchaiijdi2» 
is  Tery  imposii^.  At  no  time  have  I  seen  such  enonMmft 
quantities  of  the  finest  PersiiBn  shards,  some  of  which 
product  fire  hundred  pounds  stei£ng:  and  many  of 
the  male  dmpkeepers  were  Actively  employed  durmg^ 
the  intervals  of  cttstcaaers,  in  tambouring  and  embroidery,^ 
with  great  dexterity  and  ingenuity*  In  odiers  I  perw 
ceived  hundreds  of  statues  of  stone^  wood  \  and  othet 
nrat3^«d  otyects  seaittered  about,  and  to  be  disposed  of  for 
mimey,  wh»ph  I  was  inf<»med  had  been  found,  in  the 
desert  and  other  places,,  by  the  Arabs,  who  almost  daily 
oflfered  these.fdir  sale. 

Hbvii^  heard  c^  »  moritet  which  has  been  kmg  estab-i 
hdied  here^  for  seUki^  oitr  fellew-ereiitttres,  J  entered  it 
wiA  trembling  stieps,  add  under  dte  mbsl!  paonfid  sen- 
sations I  ever  experienced*  Although  I  may  attempt  a 
descriptkm  of  the  objects  whi6h  I  witnessed,  yet  no  idea 
can  be  conveyed  of  the  afflicting  scenes  which  occur  within 
its  walls.  The  place  set  apart  for  this  most  scandalous 
traffic,  is  a  large  oonrt,  leading  from  the  principal  street, 
in  the  form  of  a  quadran^e^  with  ft  range  of  apartments 
around,  elevated  about  tw^ity  foet  from  the  ground,  to 
which  there  is  access  by  a  staircase  at  one  end,  and  a  s<wt 
of  platform  or  gallery  in  front  of  the  apartateents,  not 
unlifce  the  yards  of  some  mns  in  London.  In  one  place 
I  observed  a  Turkish  female  she  was  basgaining  for  die 
purchase  of  a  young  girl,  who  was  j^reviottsly  sapped 
for  the  purpose  of  examination,  turned  round,  her  joints 
fdlt,  her  tongue  inspected,  and^  after  a  deal  ci  n^oturtion, 
refused  to  be  taken*  In  others  I  sAw  creatures  of  all  ages, 
up  to  fifty  years,  in  a  state  of  wretchedness  and  nudityi 
huddled  together  in  hovela  l&e  housed  cattle.  At  the 
entiy  of  the  gallery,  leading  to  the  miserable  dens,  sat  the 
iion4iearted  guardian  of  this  receptacle  of  woe.    He  was 

*  Deut  xxix.  I7f       .  ' 
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a  tpHBdefd  looidng  ^ow,  seatadm  tfae  gDoasoA  cfcm- 
l^ged,  smoking^  and  watching  for  the  arrival  of  purdiasers/ 
Presuming  that  I  had  come  to  the  market  with  this  view,  he 
demanded  in  a  growling  tone,  if  I  wanted  a  boy  or  a  girL 
At  t^is  time  a  helpless .  child  was  offered  for  sale.  My 
hearlf  was  wrung  with  grief  at  this  moment,  and  I  could 
only  (]^p  a  silent  tear,  and  hurried  away  from  this  scene 
of  misery,  in  which  it  would  be  di£Bicult  to  determine 
iH^ther  human  nature  appearis  In  its  most  guilty  or  abjecl 
form* 

This  depdt  conidnnes  always  stocked  with  slaves  of  botb 
sexes,  who  arrive  in  prodigious  numb^s  from  Upper 
Egypt.  Upon  any  p^^pm' "being  observed  to  enter  it, 
which  is  concluded  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  buying  Aese 
despised  creatures,  they  are  quickly  turned  out  from  thar 
dens,  and  are  ranked  and  exhibited  by  their  inhuman 
keeper.  Such  is  their  own  anxiety  to  be  purchased,  that 
they  TOBLjAe  liberated  from  their  captivity,  that  there  ^ 
pesred  p  be  a  marked  rivalship  and  emulation  akiong 
them,  eS^ressed  by  their  looks  and  motions,  which  of  them 
should  attract  most  attention.  Some  of  them  were  com- 
pletely black,  with  an  excellent  set  of  teeth,  finely  formed, 
and  had  only  a  rag  round  part  of  the  body.  There  is 
also  a  market  here,  I  was  informed,  for  selling  human 
beings  of  a  white  compl^on. 

Such  being  the  deploii^Ue  case  which  exists  in  the  capi- 
tal of  Egypt,  let  me,  in  Ihe  name  of  8u£fering  humanity, 
suggest  to  our  enlightened  legislature,  that  those  powerftil 
measures,  which  are  so  loudly  called  for,  be  adopted  to 
abolish  this  accursed  traffic  in  the  East,  of  ^'  bone  of  our 
bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,''  so  revolting  to  the  fedings  of 
christians,  and  diametrically  <^posite  to  every  noble  senti- 
ment  of  charity  and  civilisation. 

But  I  shall  not  enlarge  on  this  a£GUcting  topic,  and  only 
add  that  it  affi>rds  some  consolation  to  reflect,  that  sudh  is 
the  humanity  with  which  many  of  the  Turks,  treat  their 
slaves,  that  it  may  be  said,  the  whip  rarely,  if  ever,  lacer- 
ates the  back  of  the  female,  as  it  does  in  our  English  co- 
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iMieft  * ;  and  the  m8liti]te&  of  the  Turkic  goverrimant 
heSaag  altc^ther  of  a  military  character)  the  males  never 
4eel'iiieir  slavery  further  titkaxi  as  a  species  of  military  sub- 

ODOIDflltlOlI* 

Even  at  this  moment  it  is  not  an  unusoal  custom  with 
the  Turks  to  unite  in-marriage  their  slaves  with  their  daugh- 
ters; It  has  been;  observed,  that  Hassan,  who,  in  his 
time,  was  commander  df  50iOO  men  in  Cairo,  was  the  slave 
of.  his  predecessor  Kamel,  a  renowned  warrior,  who  gave 
his  daughter  in  marriage  to  him,  and  that  he  left,  at  his 
dealii,  a  great  portidH  of  his  imm»ise  wealthr  to  this  adopted 
son.  This  f«actiee  is  not,  how^rer,  peculiar  to  the  Turks, 
OCH:  has  it  origineted  in.any^it^^lie  precepts  of  ihe.Ma^ 
homedati  religion,  for  we  find,  in  Scripture^  it  occurred 
amoDig:  thie  Israelites,,  and  it  is  not  so  stated  as  to  imply 
ajnr  tfaitus  extraordinarv*  f 
%  The^e  obseriHitimu^  iaowever,  with  respect  to 
inent  of  tlie:Blfives,  apply  only  to  the  condtK^  of' 
lenL  It  appeeied^to .  me,  that  the  indigent,  '^1|< 
coBBtries^  are  less  cereM  of  their  of&pring  than 
owifg,  most  likely,  to  their  feeling  the  burden  of  providing 
for;  them  so  mnch  greater,  are,  in  this  country,  woolly 
ae^igeot. 

•  No  objects  appear  mote  disttessk^  and  disgusting  thah 
Ihe  dnldn^,:  who  are  to  be  seen  in 'the^  streets  of  this  chy^ 
chxeredvw^M^rms  of  insects.  TM  fl^^  like  the  dog,  ap- 
pears to  be  heidc^sacKed  by  tbe  ^Q^^yptlans.  Although  I 
have  observed  :tbe-eyes  of  ehfldro^n  almost  shut  up  by  flies^ 
similar  to  bees^  enmnipaasiBg  a  hive^  and  burrowing  in  the 
€otoeca<o£thanij  making  dMHii^run  with  humour,  yet  no' 
motion  .whatever  is  ntadex)n  Ifatir  part  to  beep  ofFtbe  insects^ 
wiiidi  th^,  indieed,'iippear  to  be  taught  by  theirparents  to 
from.    In   every  other '  place  where  vermin  can 


*  Infttmctionfl  for  the  abolition  of  this  most  infamous  practice  have 
rBcentiiy  bieen  transmitted  by  the  colonial  secretary  of  state  to  our  West 
India  isl^ads. 

t  t  Chron.  ii.  34«  35. 
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hatch,  children  are  ex^riated  to  a  fiaghtftd  degree.  Hence 
arises  the  cause  of  the  number  of  persons  who,  at  the  most 
advanced  period  of  life,  are  to  be  met  with,  in  this  metror 
polis,  with  diseased  eyes  constantly  discharging  matter. 
During  the  period  of  summer,  sore  eyes  are  almost  uni- 
versal, occasioned,  it  is  supposed,  by  the  scorching  heats 
reflected  from  the  sand  and  dust,  accompanied  by  what 
is  called  the  kamftin  wind  iiL^^ypt. 

With  regard  to  tl|^  regulations  of  police,  they  are  com- 
mendable,  especially  for  the  security  of  the  inhabitants 
during  the  night.   The  city  is  divided  into  wards,  which  have 
gates  shut  at  a  particular  hour.     Eadi  of  these  divisions  is 
watched  by  a  few  soldiers,  by  which  means  robbmes  are 
prevented,  and  all  persons  who  have  occasion  to  be  abroad 
after  that  time  are  obliged  to  carry  a  light ;  as  I  observed 
was  the  case  at  Alexandria.     The  great  gates  at  the  ex** 
tremity  of  the  city  are  closed  afler  sun-set.  .  Some  of  the 
'  streets  consist  entirely  of  shops,  or  bazars,  which  are  locked 
up  at:  nighty  when  the  owners  retire  to  their  private  houses* 
The  habitations  make  a  very  mean  a|^earance,  and. some 
of  the  Unes  are  so  very  contracted,  that  the  wind<»y$,  pro^ 
jecting  from  each  side  of  the  upper  stories,  almost  touch 
each  other,  which  throws  around  a  great  gloom,  and  ren- 
ders it  difficult  sometimes  to  find  the  way.     This  is  at- 
tended with  one  convenience ;  it  affords  neighbours  aa* 
opportunity  of  conversing  and  even  shaking  hands  with  each 
other^  across  the  street,  without  moving  outKjf  doors.   The^ 
houses,  in  general,  are ,  built  wi^  sun-dried  bricks,  but 
those,  of  the  opulent  make  a  better  figure  many  of  than 
being  constructed  of  fireestone  to   the.  |brst  floor.     Se- 
veral, however,  have  no  windows  firondng  the  street ;  but 
these  are  placed  towards  court-<yards  at  the  back,  which 
ar^,  adorned  with  trees  and  fountains.     Notwithstanding, 
their   mean  exterior,  many  buildings  are  furnished  with 
some   degree   of  splendour,  the  halls  being  paved  with 
marble,  the  sofas  around  them  consisting  of  the  richest 
velvets,  and  the  floors  covered  with  superb  carpets.     Can- 
vass is  extended  across  the  streets  to  screen  them  from 


MOSQUES.  67 

the  operadon  of  the  sun,  which  interrupts  a  free  circulation 
of  air. 

There  is  an  hospital  for  lunatics,  and  a  particular  quarter 
assigned  for  the  residence  of  the  Jews.  Among  the  regula* 
lions  of  government,  acts  of  fraud  exercised,  especially  by 
bakers  and  butchers  in  trade,  meet  with  peculiar  punish- 
ment ;  the  former  are  immured  in  their  ovens,  and  the  ears 
of  the  latt^  are  nailed  to  their  doors. 

The  Hummums,  or  baths  of  Cairo,  are  handsome,  but 
the  mosques  are  still  more  remarkable ;  and  the  number  is 
almost  incredible.  That,  however,  of  Sultan  Hassan  ap- 
pears to  be  the  most  simple,  and  at  the  same  time  stately 
in  its  architecture,  with  a  magnificent  gateway  or  entrance. 
There  is  another,  said  to  have  been  anciently  a  Christian 
church,  supported  by  some  hundred  columns,  originally 
collected  from  the  ruins  of  ancient  edifices.  But  the  one 
which  is  esteemed  the  noblest  pile  in  the  city,  and  of  mo- 
dem construction  the  most  magnificent  perhaps  in  Egypt, 
is  the  Kube-el  Azal,  the  cupola  of  the  Azaphs.  It  is  a 
superb  room,  about  twenty  yards  square,  covered  with  a 
dome  of  very  elegant  proportions,  elevated  on  a  base  of 
sixteen  sides.  The  walls  are  pannelled  with  the  choicest 
toiarbles,  among  which  are  several  beautiful  slabs  'of  red 
and  green  porpyhyry.  A  number  of  gilded  Arabic  in- 
scriptions also  adorn  and  enrich  the  walls  and  lamps,  and 
glittering  ornaments  are  distributed  through  the  whole 
space,  dependant  on  the  cupola. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  the  Coptic  sect 
of  Christians  have  many  churches,  and  though  less  splen- 
did than  the  mosques,  yet  they  are  not  without  an  air  of 
some  grandeur,  and  may  safely  be  pronounced  handsomer 
places  of  worship  than  the  generality  of  the  churches  in 
England.  Cjrmbals  form  part  of  the  music  in  the  performance 
of  devotion,  as  observed  during  the  early  ages.  *  The  Jews, 
also,  have  a  synagogue,  which,  they  pretend,  has  existed  in 
its  present  state  for  1600  years.     They  profess  to  believe, 

*  £zra,  in.  10»     Pialm  d.  5. 
f2 
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that  the  spot  where  they  now  read  the  law,  was  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  Jeremiah  the  Prophet  I  could  not, 
however,  learn  whether  they  still  preserved  a  copy  of-  the 
law,,  said  to  have  been  written  by  Ezra,  who,  baying  omit- 
ted, as  it  was  pretended,  the  name  of  Jehovah,  in  rever- 
ence, wherever  it  ought  to  have  occurred,  found  all  the 
vacancies  miraculously  filled .  up  the  day  afler  it  was 
finished. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

THE    KHALIS.  —  METHOD   OF    IRRIGATION,  —  DESCRIPTION  OF 

THE   ISLAND   OF    ROIDA. THE   MIKIAS    OR   NILOMETER.  — 

FLA€&  WHIERB  MOSES- WAS   FOUND.  —  PYRAMIDS. -^  SFHTNXy 
Ssc*  •—  OBSERVATIONS. 

X  HE  Khalis,  or  canal  which  originates  firom  the  Nile,  near 
Old  Cairo,  runs  through  the  city,  and  into  the  country 
some  distance  beyond  it.  Near  the  mouth  of  it  there  is 
a  mound  of  earth,  which,  when  the  Nile  rises  to  a  certain 
height,  is  broken  down  annually  with  rejoicing,  and  the 
water  is  thus  conveyed  into  the  city,  and  distributed  through 
the  gardens  and  adjacent  country. 

With  regard  to  the  method  of  irrigation  used  by  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  which  I  observed  was  still  practised^ 
though  in  a  less  perfect  manner,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  overflowing  of  the  Nile  is  the  grand  source  of  fertility. 
As  the  river,  however,  could  not  cover  the  lands  every 
where  in  the  necessary  proportion,  the  inhabitants  have 
cut  a  great  number  of  canals  and  trenches,  which  intersect 
the  country  in  all  directions.  Towns  and  villages  have 
their  canals,  from  which  smaller  rivers  open  into  the  ad- 
jacent fields.  In  the  event  of  the  ground  being  above  the 
level  which  the  waters  commonly  attain,  they  are  raised 
to  overflpw  it  by  engines  worked  by  oxeri.  The  whole 
surface  of  the  country  is  formed  into  various  level  spaces, 
surrounded  with  embanked  trenches,  and  supplied  by  these 
feeders  with  water.  The  gardens,  which  are  very  fertile, 
are  divided  into  small  square  beds,  with  trenches  upon  a 
minor  scale,  so  that  the  gardeners,  when  they  want  to 
water  one  of  the  beds,  open  a  trench,  which  immediately 
furnishes  the  requisite  supply. 
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Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  different,  it  is  said,  than 
the  appearance  of  Egypt  when  the  waters  have  disappeared, 
and  the  Nile  has  returned  to  its  channel.  In  the  former 
case  the  country  appears  similar  to  a  sea  of  glass,  with 
numerous  villages,  turrets,  and  spyires,  intermingled  with 
trees,  whose  tops  only  are  above  the  waters.  But  when 
the  Nile  has  retired  to  its  original  state,  and  the  growid 
is  covered  with  young  herbage,  the  same  prospect  presents 
one  great  meadow,  with  herbs  and  flocks  scattered  in  all 
directions,  and  the  cheerful  prospect  of  the  active  oper* 
alions  of  husbandmen  and  gardeners  in  the  fields  and  gar- 
dens. On  this  change  the  air  is  embalmed  by  the  fitig- 
ranee  of  a  profusion  of  flowers  and  •  the  blossoms  of  the 
fruit  trees,  and  enliv^ied  by  the  voices  of  innumerable 
birds. 

Afler  I  had  inspected  every  accessible  object  of  curiosily, 
I  went  to  view  the  pyramids,  attended  by  an  Arab,  who 
was  understood  to  be  respected  by  those  who  live  in  the 
district  where  these  monuments  of  antiquity,  or  wonders  of 
the  world,  are  situated.  At  Old  Cairo,  where  we  crossed 
the  Nile,  I  landed  on  my  passage  on  the  small  island  of 
Roida,  which  is  about  a  mile  in  length,  and  planted  with 
sycamores,  or  Pharaoh's  fig-trees,  as  they  are  sometimes 
<^led.  On  the  southern  part  of  this  island  is  a  square 
building  containing  the  Mikias,  or  measuring  pillar,  by 
which  is  calculated  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  waters  of  this 
river.  *  This  column  is  placed  in  a  basin,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  river  when  at 
the  lowest.  From  a  court  leading  to  the  structure,  there 
is  a  descent  to  the  water  by  steps,  called  the  stairs  of 
Moses,  an  idea  being  entertained  that  he  was  dis- 
covered there  by  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  f  A^s  to  the 
authenticity  of  this  opinion,  which  can  only  be  considered 
as  founded  on  tradition,   I  shall  offer  no  observation 

• 

*  ^  The  Nile  water  was  daily  measured  diuiiig  the  inundation  by  a 
man,  who  then  cried  to  the  inhabitants,  thank  God,  for  the  river  has 
risen  to  such  and  such  a  hei^t,**  ^^WiUman's  TraveU  in  Turkey, 
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fiirtfaer,  than  that  as  it  was  in  the  sequestered  comer  of  an: 
jslahd  that  this  princess  retired  to  bathe,  the  (Ejection* 
which-  has  been  stated  to  the  drcnnistance  of  immersion 
in  thcTicinity  of  a  populous  city,  is  refuted,  and  ^  the  ar- 
gument founded  on  any  comparison  with  the  absurdity  of 
supposing  a  Pt^icess  of  our  Royal  iamily  in  England, 
proceeding  vaA  attendants  to  bathe  in  the  Thames,  op*, 
posite  the  palace  .at  Whitehall,  is  completely  removed. 
Considering,  indeed,  the  beauty  of  this  island,  and  4hat  it 
has  been  selected  by  the  conquerors  of  Egypt  for.  the  site 
of  a  palace,  it  is  not  assuming  too  much,  to  suppose,  that 
Pharaoh  might  have  had  one.  on  the  i^ot,  and  that  his 
daughter  used,  in  the  cool  ^f  the  morning,  with  her  mai- 
dens, to  perform  her  religious  lavations  in  the  consecrated 
stream  of  the  Nile,  at  this  particular  place,  when  she  dis- 
edv^red  the  ark  of  bulrushes.  It.  appears  to  be  perfectly 
dbfvious  :that  the  spot  where  Moses  was  laid,  must  have 
been  selected  by  his  mother,  that  the  diild  might  attract 
the  attention  of  the' princess,  and  be  taken  und^  her^tro- 
tection;  and  that. his  parent  had  watched  the  time  when 
it  was  supposed  she  might  have  been  expected.  The  point,; 
however^  which  I  would  contend  for,  is  chiefly,  that*  it 
ought  mjt  to  be  presumed,  that  it  was  a  practice  for  the 
princess  to  bathe  daily  in  the  river,  but  an  annual  religious 
rite,  performed  with  a  degree  of  pomp  and  ceremony,  of 
which  some  relics  may  still  be  traced,  in  the  custom  of 
the:'I%yptian  virgins  proceeding  when  the  day  dawns,  with 
songs  and  timbrels,  tO:  wade  in  the  stream  on  the  first 
rising  of  the  waters,  and  to  chaunt  the  praises  of  that 
Ahnighty  Power  to  whom  they  owe  their  increase.^ 

Havmg  been  ferried  across  to  Gizeh,  we  proceeded 
along  a  flat  country,  passing  in  our  way  several  shepherds 
and  their  flocks.  The  pastures  were  very  luxuriant,  the 
jlelds  of  beans  in  particular,'  which  are  sown  without  turn- 
ing up-th^.toil,  were  in  high  blossom,  and  to  the  eye  of 
an  Englishman  during  December,  was  a  novel  sight,  and' 
embalmed  the  air  with  a  de%htful  fragrance.  The  sheep 
are  very  large,  and  have  tails  of  an  extraordinary  length  x 
and  &tiiess.     The  habitations  of  the  natives,  however,  are 
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mifierable  liorels,  dnd  iH  oomspcmd  irith  Aat  abcmdalMi' 
wbidi  nature  has  ^proifuselj  snpplied  on  all  sideb.  We 
imre  obliged  to  pass  seresral  fieMs  covered  with  winter  bjr 
the  overflowing  of  the  NHe,  and  wore  convened  oa  the' 
Shoulders  (tf  ferocious  looking  Arabia  completely  mdced, 
w^  perceiving  as  at  a  distanccy  not  io  meet  tis,  and 
pTfessed  their  assistance  as  indispensable  to  our  arrivingatthet 
pyramids;  We  baked  during  the  night  at  a  most  wretched 
villtige^  where  the  inhabitants  dwdt'  in  deiis  made  of  inradff 
suchtas  we  should  set  apart  tor  the  canine  spedes.  TJkii 
entry  to  these  I  found  to  be  only  three  feet  and  a  half  ia 
height,  and  one  foot  and  a  half  it  breadth.  I  was  tuSr 
commodatsd  in  a  small  piece  of  ground' at  the  beck  of  one 
of  .th«n,  in  a  cart4ioose,  unroofed,  where  I  reposed  during 
a  most  brilliant  starry  nighL 

Ndxt  mnnung  I|5of;  up  at  siin-riae^  and  proceeded  to 
the  great  pyramid,  ( about '  two  imlea  cKstant,  Rafter  having  * 
rencontre^,  almost  amoimtis^  to.a  scuffln^  mth  the  iBhaiH<^ 
tanft^  .who  .were  very  dainorous  in:  Mr  importunitiai* 
A.great  conqpfetitionariise  «mo9B^*4h^  livhosho  accoin- 
panyrme*. 

!  The  Fyramids.of  Egypt  have  been  oft^n  and  mkiut^ 
deiscribed;  :at  the  present  moment  they  engage  in  no  oi^ 
dinary  degree  the  atberition  of  die  pdUic,  .by  the  aooouat 
bf  Mr.  BelzonPs  researchto,  of  whose  indebtigid)le  e^** 
tions  I  heard  much  in  that  country.  I  might  perhi^ 
iiicttr  tfaeimputation  of  presumption,  was  ^  I  -  to  attempt  tit 
say  more  respecting  diose  proud' and  stupendous  otgeds^ 
besides  relating  the  powerfiil  impression  which  diey  pJ!€H 
duced  OQ  my  own  feelings,  whidi  rivetted  me  to  the  spdt 
ia  silent  admiration.  The  oldest  historians  speak  of  thiese 
vast  monuments  as  the  principal  antqqfoitite  of  the  ancieiift 
works  of  human  art  No  traditkm  Aat  can  be  relied  oj^ont 
extends,  to  the  period  in  which  they  ^ere  form^,  and 
tbeiefepeall  must  be  considered  as  ooqecture  respecting 
tteir  -construction.  Son^  persons,  indeed  have  been  disM 
posed  to  believe  they  are  relics  of  antedtlnvian  labour^ 
which  bavte  withstood  the  deluge;  Wl^t  was  however  tiia 
particular  form  of  scaflfolding  used  tolvir  siich  treiasadaai: 


pdkSifaaft  ^ifBfs  beqi  to. meM  great  diffied^t*  .  Tha 
lai^gest  pyramid  i^pears  to  cover  a  base  of  jelevc^i  acresjf 
ofgroimd,  ^aod  the  altitude  is.  about  that  of  Arthur's; 
Seat,  at  Ediobui^ ;  nor  does  the  mighty  edifice  appem: 
less,  imposiiig  in  its  ^xhdeuc  than  that  lofty  moiiittkb: 
Ii>6Bitered.the.iecesaea  of  the  interior,  which  iama^y  parts^ 
iqppeared  as  if  I  was  climbing  .up  a  chimnqs  and  I  saw  all; 
diwei  otgeets  which  are  usually  inspbcted  by  travellers, 
I  penetrated  to  the  centre  of  that  which  Mr.  Belzoni  ha& 
iFendered  a. monument  of  hia  own.inde&tigable  persever- 
ance^.by  having  discovered,  .a  passage  Into  ihes^ulchral 
obamber* 

« 

Jb  this  hall  or  chamber,  which  is  about  forty-seven  feet 
in  length  and  seventeen  in  breadth,  with  ^  high  roo^  there 
is  a  sarcophagus  which  was  <^ened  by  this,  traveller*  This 
sarcophagus  is  eight  feet  in  length,  about  four  feet  in  widths 
and  4luree<&at  in  dep|b,  and  .oantaina  some  rubbish.  The 
ootfer  of  it  was^niot  entirely  removed,  but  there  was  suffi- 
ci^t  spacelaid  open  to  aUow  a  person  to  get  into  it; .  Same> 
who  have  visited  this  spot  have^  asserted,  that  .large  bones; 
belonging  to  ^the  himia9  body  were  dbcovered  Iwre,  and; 
sentloJEbagland.  But  I  have  eveiy:  i^ea^on  to  believe  that. 
tso^  svaAi'  rmudjo^  were  foun^  <3Si  bpeniiig.this  tomb.  I  had 
oeca^on  psortioularly.  to  .advert,  to  this.&ct  in  the  former 
editioa:of  >this  worki  aodiam.surpirjsed'  to  find  that  the 
authenticity  of  my  :stfl(eflciai(;.  shohld  be  doubted.  If  I 
an  to^  credit  the  infoisiBotaition  .reedved  ^m  the  Arabs  at 
the>  Ijnie  1  was  ^there^  «ts».  at  'Akaoandria,  .and.  the  c^m.** 
mimicwtions  made  personally,  and  in  writings  prior  to 
Bfty  statement  on  thesul^eet;  andeinc&Iheardit  disputed, 
Seiim  one  who,kneir.the  fyct  perfectly;  I.  conceive  it  will 
cWBCtuaUy  silence^  further  .obse|rvatiohs, .  by  ^dlowiiig  JSel- 

*  **  The  great  pyramid  required  for  its  erection  the  labour  of  100,000 
men  £ot  twenty  years;  but  if  it  were  required  again  to  raise. the  stones 
from  the  quarries  and  place  them  at  their  present  height,  the  action 
of  the  steam  engines,  in  England  would  be  sufficient  to  produce  the 
effect  in  eighteen  hours  by  36,000.*'  —  Dupin, 
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zaiiif  who  jumde  the  grand  discoTcay,  to  sp^  fer  faimsdif . 
oo  tUs  point.  * 

Widi  regurd  to  the  saroophagos  itself  it  may  shortly  be 
obseryed,  it  appears  impossible  that  this  massy  object 
could  be  carried  up  to  the  chamber  by  the  entries  to  the 
pyramid,  but  must  have  been  set  down  on  the  spot  at  the 
period  the  edifice  was  erected. 

On  this  occasion  I  was  attended  by  several  Arabs  finom 
the  village^  almost  entirely  naked,  and  holding  lights  in 
their  hands,  and  I  found  considerable  difficulty  in  respir* 
jtiion.  The  large  dark  chamber,  lifted  ^ari^y-iiy 
their  matches;  the  silence  of  the  spot;  the  pestilential  atmos- . 
phare^  the  figure  of  the  Arabs,  wiih  their  sparkling  ejres 
and  savage  grins ;  and  the  ^ole  of  us  who  entered  the 
place  being  covered  with  dust,  rendered  the  scene  truly  ^ 
t^rific 

It  has  been  maintained  that  these  pyramids  are  nearly, 
solid ;  but  this .  must  be  a  conjecture,  since  there  is  no.' 
other  ground  for  the  idea,  than  their  striking  external  ap*< 
pearance.     For  .what  particular  purpose,  however,  these 
prodigious  structures  were  erected,  has  occasioned  much 
speculation  among  the  learned.    That  they  were  monu- 
mental cannot  be  daiied;  but  perhaps  they  were  only  so. 
in  the  same  inauher  as  our. cathedrals  are^  and  .may  in. 
reality  have  been  temples,  in  which  venerated  ashes. were 
deposited,  and  not  founded  expressly  for  the  kings  to  whom : 
they  are  exclusively  ascribed.    I  am,  however,  induced  to 
su{^ose,  that  if  these  vast  buildings  existed  in  the  days  of 
Moses,   they  would  either  have,  been  mentioned  or  de- 
scribed by  him ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  circumstance  that 
no  notice  has  been  taken  of  them,  at  least  jMrevious  to  the 
reign  of  Solomon,  although  an  intimate  intercourse  had 
taken  place  between  the  Egyptians  and  the  Israelites  ttom 
the  period  of  tlieir  emigration. 

*  ^  Having  rummaged  the  rubbish  inside  of  the  sarcophagus,  I  found 
a  piece  of  bone,  which  we  supposed  to  belong  to  a  human  skeleton.  On 
searching  further  we  found  several  pieces,  which  having  been  sent  to 
Londotip proved  to  be  the  bones  of  a  bull!''— j9e£Eom'#  TVavelt, 
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I  did  not  ascend  the  pyramids,  nor  explore  the  cata- 
combs or  mmnmy  pits,  but  I  proceeded  to  view  the  sphinx ; 
it  is  about  forty  feet  in  height,  and  b  situated  at  a  short  dis- 
tance.    This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  striking  relic  of 
ancient  art,  being  formed  of  rock,  and  stands  by  itself  in 
the  Desert.    Indeed,    the  basb  of  the  pyramids  appears 
to  have  been  partly  formed  by  an  incorporation  with  living 
rock.     Nothing  is  more  astonishing  about  this  colossus 
than  its  size,  being  twelve  feet  in  circumference  and  twen^- 
five  feet  in  height     Although  the  expression  of  the  coun- 
tenance exhibits  a  disposition  mild  and  plcSisant,  still  it  is 
a  rude  piece  of  sculpture;  it  appears  to  have  been  so 
injured  by  the  ravages  of  time  and  die  fury  of  the  elements, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  countenance  resembles 
that  of  the  male  or  female.    Neither  the  whole  length  of 
this  object,  or,  indeed,  that  of  the  pyramids,  great  as  their 
altitude  is,  ev^i  to  '*  wounding  the  thick  cloud,"  can  be 
seen,  for  much  of  it  is  imder  ground,  in  consequence  of 
the  drifting  of  the  sand  about  them.    Near  the  sphinx 
excavations  appear  to  have  been  lately  made;  and,  from 
the  fragments  tihrown  up,  I  should  be  led  to  think  there  must 
have  been  buildings  of  some  extent.     Science,  indeed,  has 
reason  to  deplpre  how  much  lies  buried  under  this  vast 
desert,  which  never  will  be  laid  open  perhaps  in  any  age  to 
the  eye  of  man. 

Satisfied  with  a  cursory  inspection  of  these  justly 
esteemed  wonders  of  the  world,  which  have  been  de- 
nominated the  pride  of  Egypt,  I  returned  to  the  village 
where  I  had  passed«the  night,  and  after  taking  some  re-» 
freshment,  mounted  my  mule,  and  reached  Grand  Cairo^ 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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CHAP.  VIIL 

CURIOUS  MODE  OF  HATCHING  CHICKENS. —  MARRIAGE  PROCES- 
SION. —  BUILDING     OF    CAIRO. DESCENDING     THE    OTHER 

BRANCH  OF  THE  NILE.  —  CAVALRY.  —  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
PASSAGE-BOAT.  —  TOWN  OF  DAMIETTA.  —  ENGLISH  Ai?D 
FRENCH  CONSULS.  —  AUTHOR  ASSUMES  THE  TURKISH  COS- 
TUME.—INTERVIEW  WITH  GOVERNOR.*— HELIOPOLIS. 

Among  the  objects  of  curiosity  at  Cairo,  having  heard  of 
the  process  carried  on  respecting  the  hatching  of  chickens 
by.  the  artificial  heat  of  ovens,  an  art  for  which  it  is  under-, 
stood  the  Egyptians  have  long  been  celebrated,  X  pro- 
ceeded to  Aldaba,  in  the  vicinity,  to  see  this  operation. 

Unfortunately,  at  this  time,   none  of  the  ovens  were 
heated,  the  enormous  number  of  eggs  necessary  for  the 
purpose,  probably  from  five  to  ten  thousand,  not  having; 
been  collected.     It  is  said  that  only  the  inhabitants  of  this^ 
district  are  acquainted  with  the  art;  but  I  did  not  perceive, 
they  made  any  secret  of  the  process,  or  threw  any  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  my  being  admitted  to  the  place  where  the 
plan  is  adopted.     I  found,  on  the  contrary,  a  willingness^ 
on  the  part  of  the  person  who  superintend^  it,  to  explain 
every  thing  necessary,  which  he  did  through  the  meajns  of 
my  interpreter.     I  regretted  much  that  I  did  not  see  this 
interesting  process  actually  carried  on. 

The  season  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  is  from  the  month 
of  January  to  April,  which  may  be  considered  the  summer 
months  of  Egypt.  The  skill  required  consists  principally 
in  supplying  the  just  and  requisite  degree  of  heat,  the  first 
rule  being,  never  to  allow  the  eggs  to  be  warmer  than  the 
human  eye,  when  they  are  laid  upon  it,  can  endure  with- 
out pain.  It  is  singular  that  thunder-storms  occasion  the 
eggs  to  miscarry ;  and  the  chickens  hatched  are  often  de- 
fective in  some  of  their  members. 


HATCHING  CHICKENS.  fj^ 

I  examined  the  construction  of  these  ov€3i5.  \Tjbey  l^rt 
jbuUt  under  ground,  in  two  rooms  fronting  e^ch  Q^^9  fiv^ 
or  six  in  a  row,  with  a  narrow  entry  or  passage  b^tw^eii 
them*  The  ovens  are  about  three  or  four  feet  in  height^ 
with  holes  at  the  top,  which  are  shut  or  opened,  accprdi^ 
fus  thfs  heat  requires  to  be  increased  or.  diminished.  Tfiey 
fixe  watmed  with  a  smothering  fire  of  mules'  m^^ure  and 
^chopped  straw,  for  about  ten  days,  at  which  period  ch^ 
j^ggs  iare  shifted  &om  the  lower  rooms,  where  they  havi$ 
been  previously  laid  in  heaps,  and  spread  in  the  uppe^, 
land  ar^  turned  daily ;  a  very  slow  fire  is  kept,  in  a  channel 
which  runs  along  the  avenue  near  the  mouths  of  the  oven* 
i^bout  the  twenty-second  day  the  operation  is  accom- 
plishedp  when  the  chickens  breeik  the  shell;  and  nothing 
Jl  wa9  informed  is  more  amusing  than  the  spectacle  whid^ 
the  ovens  thei^  exhibit.  T\x\s  plan,  from  which  such  benefit 
)s  experienced,  and  within  so  short  a  space  of  time^  doe3 
pot  escape  the  notice  of  the  Pacha,  as  he.  comes  in  for  4 
titliing  of  the  produce;  but  the  amount  I  could  not  exactly 
learn.  Doubts  have  been  entertained  if  such  a  mode  would 
prove  successful  in  any  other  country,  as  it  is  conceiv^ 
jthe^  is  spmething  exclusively  &vourable  to  it  in  the 
climate  of  Egypt.  .  I  had,  however,  the  opportunity  of 
kno^^g  thai  in  many  oth^r  latitudes  it  has  been  tried  and 
found  unsuccessful ;  though,  pn  the  other  hand,  J  have 
been  infomied^  that  the  experiment  was  made  in  Italy  and 
GermallLy,  and  that  success  (intended  it. 

In  returning  from  Aldaba,  highly  entertained  with  the 
explanation  given  of  this  operation,  I  happened,  in  going 
along  the  principal  street  of  the  city,  to  meet  a  procession 
on  occasion  of  a  marriage,  which  would  have  excited,  the 
risible  muscles  of  the  gravest  individual.  The  bride,  quite 
a.  gurl,  was  conducted  under  a  paltry  canopy,  supported  by 
four  poles,  with  her  face  completely  veiled,  and  her  person 
adorned  with  rude  finery.  Two  corpulent  matrons  walked 
by  her,  one  on  each  side.  They  were  preceded  by  a  band 
of  discordant  musicians,  followed  by  another  equally  in- 
harmonious, fantastically  dressed,  and  persons  perform- 
ing ridiculous  acts  by  way  of  amusement,  accompanied 
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by  ft  mtiltitade  of  people.  Allihough  n  sf^edftcte  more 
highly  ludicrous  could  not  possibly  be  figured,  e^en  at 
j^irthSlomew  Fair,  yet  it  enabled  me  to  compare  the  cus- 
tom6  of  the  East  with  those  of  other  countries  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  marriage. 

Having  been  at  Grand  Cairo  on  Christmas  day,  I  found  it 
was  observed  in  the  Christian  churches  with  great  solemnity. 
The  Catholics  entertain  an  opinion,  that  it  was  here  Joseph 
and  Mary  brought  our  Saviour,  when  they  had  escaped  from 
the  persecution  of  Herod  * ;  but  this  tradition,  similar  to 
many  others  entertained  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  churches^ 
does  not  appear  to  be  properly  authenticated. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  Cairo  was  generally  considered 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  capitals  in  the  world ;  but  the 
discovery  of  the  passage  to  India,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  changed  the  direction  of  that  stream  of  commerce 
which  formerly  flowed  through  Egypt,  since  which  period 
it  has  declined.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  it  possesses  such  geographical  advantages,  in  point  of 
situation,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  country  of  such  inex- 
haustible fertility,  that,  with  a  very  slight  share  of  pro- 
tection, it  must  continue  a  great  emporium.  In  this 
country  tiiere  are  two  harvests;  A  spring  produce 
firom  January  to  May;  and  a  winter  one  about  Octo- 
ber. In  March,  before  the  overflow  of  the  Nile,  rice 
is  obtained;  Indian  wheat  and  Damascus  corn  are  sown, 
spring  com  and  vegetables  are  also  cultivated;  Mahomet 
Ali,  the  present  Governor  of  Egypt,  is  well  aware  of 
ks  high  importance. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  advices  just  re- 
ceived from  Egypt  confirm  the  account  of  his  activity  in 
introducing  various  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  his 
dominions.  A  knowledge  of  steam  engines  has  been  im- 
parted to  the  £g3^tians,  and  an  experiment  made  in  a  small 
vessel  upon  the  Nile,  which  is  navigated  by  steam.  This 
wfll  necessarily  lead  to  an  extension  of  the  plan  on  large 
barks  employed  on  that  river,  and  also  along  the  coast. 

•Matt.ii.  15. 
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The  Piadia  has  expressed  a  willingness  to  flicflitate  a  pl4ki 
in  contemplation,  namely,  a  communication  between  Eng-  , 
land  and  India,  through  Egypt,  by  means  of  Steam 
packets  established  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Red 
Sea,  from  which  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  high 
advantages  which  may  be  derived  by  both  countries,  llie 
mineralogists  dispatched  from  England  have  met  with 
every  degree  of  success  in  their  investigations.  They  have 
discovered  quarries  of  porphyry  and  verd  antique  in  the 
mountains  between  the  Nile  and  the  Red  Sea,  on  which 
various  operations  had  taken  place  by  the  ancients,  but  the 
site  of  these  has  for  ages  been  altogether  unknown.  The 
Grand  Canal  between  Alexandria  and  the  Nile,  is  found 
to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  country,  since 
produce  is  now  conveyed  to  the  port  for  shipment,  in 
jplace  of  being  subjected  to  interruptions  by  the  former 
tedious  and  precarious  route  of  Rosetta.  Tracts  oi 
land,  to  an  immense  extent,  have  been  brought  into  a  state 
of  cultivation,  and  a  peculiarly  fine  sort  of  cotton  intro- 
duced, which  holds  out  the  prospect  of  being  a  most  valu- 
able article  of  trade  with  England.  Canals,  long  in  a 
neglected  state,  have  been  repaired.  He  is  enriching  Egypt 
in  a  most  wonderful  degree  by  the  exercise  of  the  peaceful 
arts,  of  agriculture,  and  commerce;  and  some  of  his  troops 
are  to  be  initiated  in  the  European  mode  of  discipline. 

It  may  be  added  as  one  proof  of  the  opulence  of  the 
Pacha,  he  has  recently  purchased,  at  the  expence  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  sterlmg,  the  celebrated  diamond,  called 
Pigot,  which  is  at  this  moment  on  its  way  to  Egjrpt. 
Mahomed  Ali  gives  liberal  encouragement  to  people  of 
every  nation,  to  take  up  their  residence  in  this  country, 
and  introduces  arts  and  maMfactures  in  all  shapes:  in 
short,  this  inde&tigable  man  is  constantly  occupied  with 
schemes,  calculated  to  promote  commerce  and  the  pros- 
peri^  of  the  people,  and  continues  to  cultivate  an  under- 
standing not  only  with  our  own  government  but  the 
odier  powers  of  Europe. 

Having  seen  every  thing  of  interest  in  the  capital  of 
Egypt,  I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  have  proceeded  along 
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«he  tmdt  of  the  lutaeUtes,  to  the  Red  Sefli^  Wd  t(>  ij^fe 
visited  that  interesting  spot,  dti  the  other  side  of  Mchmt 
Sinai,  where  the  I41W  was  proclaimed 'amidst  the  thunders 
of  the  Ahnighty.  I  cannot,  however,  describe  the  mortii^- 
cation  I  experienced  in  being  dissuaded  from  the  enter^ 
prize,  on  account  of  the  datiger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  advanced  season,  during  which  the  unwhole- 
some nocturnal  dews  fall  copiously.  I  was ,  assured', 
that  I  could  not  perform  the  journey  in  less  than  &x 
successive  days,  by  which,  I  sbould  have  been  ex- 
posed in  the  desert  without  shelter  as  many  nights :  and 
besides,  most  unfortunately,  I  was  not  provided  with 
proper  camp  equipage  to  repose  in.  In  consequence  I 
was  most  reluctantly  obliged  to  give  up  the  journey,  and 
directed  my  course  towards  the  holy  land.  In  place 
of  proceeding  to  it  by  the  desert,  I  resolved  to  go  by  sea^ 
and  with  this  view  embarked  on  the  26th  December  in  a 
vessel  for  Damictta,  with  stones  on  board. 

In  descending  the  Nile,  we  anchored  during  the  night 
at  the  village  of  Zifle,  where  a  regiment  of  horse  was 
encamped  on  the  banks.  The  following  morning  presented 
a  spectacle  beautiful  and  luxuriant.  ITie  cavalry  made  a 
fine  appearance,  and  the  whole  face  of  the  country  was 
clothed  with  the  richest  herbage  of  spring.  The  suii 
shone  brilliant.  The  shepherds,  as  they  drove  forth 
their  flocks,  followed  them,  merrfly  playing  on  pipes;  and 
the  scene  aroimd  exhibited  the  mingled  ensigns  of  th^t. 
pastoral  life,  which  has  been  so  peculiar  to  those  regions 
fi-om  the  earliest  periods  of  history. 

There  was  a  marked  difference  in  my  situation,  in 
point  of  comfort,  in  descending,  to  that  I  had  experienced 
in  ascending  the  Nile.  The  vessel  was  infested  with 
vermin  of  every  kind,  and  the  rats  plundered  my  pro- 
visions, laying  hold  of,  to  my  disappointment,  an  ^itire 
fowl,  which  I  had  particularly  set  apart  for  dinner.  The 
passengers  were  numerous,  filthy,  and  stowed  in  such  a 
manner,  that  I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  avoiding  their 
touch ;  I  was  apprehensive  of  the  plague,  which  I  had 
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always  dreaded,  knowing  the  horrors  of  that  terrible 
pestilence,  which  is  doubtless  communicated  in  this  mode, 
however  slight  the  motion  is  made.' 

i  formerly  adverted  to  the  plague  with  which   Egypt  \ 
was  visited ;  this  has  always  been  a  frightful  scourge  to  1 
mankind  in  the  East     We  cannot  exercise  too  much  / 
caution  to  avoid  coming  in  contact  with .  the '  natives. 
Some  have  been  led  to  suppose  it  is  communicated  by 
the  air,  while  others  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  propagated^ 
by  swarms  of  insects,  brought  with  the  wind;  but  the  true 
cause  of  it  has  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most  eminent 
medicfd  characters,  and  is  believed  to  be  extremely  difficult 
to  be  accurately  accounted  for.     This  frightful  visitation  ' 
usually  commences  with  shivering,  vomiting,  violent  fever,  - 
and  pains  about  the  heart,  and  often  makes  its  appearance 
in  boils  and  spots  of  different  colours.     Probably,  such  an  « 
evil  may  have  existed  at  a  very  early  period,  which,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,   receives  countenance  from  the  Book 
of  inspiration.*    During  some  years,  thousands  are  swept 
off  by  it  in  Cairo,  especially  in  the  summer  season ;  and 
it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  Mahomedans    ridicule 
the  idea  of  using  precautions  against  it,  or  administering 
any  thing  to  obtain  a  cure,  after  infection,  under  a  con- 
viction that  as  Grod  has  predetermined  the  period  of  the 
dea&  .of  man,   the  most  perfect  submission  to  his  will 
should  be  manifested  by  those  who  are  visited  witli  it 
Indeed  it  forms  part  of  the  law,  that  no  measures  shall 
be  adopted  to  avert  its  melancholy  ravages.     This  dread- 
ful calamity  has  always  the  effect  of  keeping  the  traveller 
in  a  state  of  alarm,  and  throws  a  gloom  over  his  journey. 

On  examining  the  construction  of  the  baric,  I  was  struck 
with  its  width  and  fitness  for  the  trade  and  the  navijgation 
it  was  destined  to  perform.  It  was  flat  at  the  bottom, 
broad  in  the  beam,  and  in  order  to  a£S:>rd  mudi  stow- 
age the  original  sides  were  raised  by  temporary  boaj^ds, 
and  daubed  mik  mud ;  to  prevent  the  water  enteriQ^ 
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whidi  brought  to  my  reoollecstion  that  diis  must  have  been 
a  practice  during  the  eaiiy  ages.* 

About  eleven  o'clbck,  on  the  28th  of  Nov.  we  readied 
Damietta,  and  unmediately  on  our  arrival,  Mr.  Senir^  the 
English  consul,  sent  his  dragoman  on  board,  to  invite  me 
to  his  house,  to  which  I  proceeded.  He  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  by  birth  a  Greek,  and  spoke  the  Arabia 
Turkish,  and  Italian  lai^^uages,  diou^  he  did  not  under- 
stand those  of  the  English  or  fWnch.  Being  considered  a 
person  of  Opulence,  that  chrenmstance,  in  connection  wkii 
his^offleial  situation,  commanded  hkn  great  respect ;  and  in 
his  own  eyes  he  appeared  a  person  of  coBseqaeiice»  from 
the  air  of  superiority  he  assumed.  j 

On  retiring  from  dinner  to  a  saloon,  we  washed  our 
hands,  and  mounted  a  so&,  where  we  sat  cross-legged,  and 
pipes  and  cofiee  were  handed^     With  the  view  of  eonvi^F** 
ing  a  compliment,  Mr.  Serur,  after  smoking  his  own  pipe 
fer  a  few  minutes,  presented  it  to  me  for  the  same  pmpose^ 
and  indeed  was  so  urgent,  that  he  had  nearly  put  it  into 
my  mouth.    But  this  mark  of  Oriental  politeness,  so  op^* 
posite  to  every  idea  I  entertained  of  cleanliness  and  com* 
fyttf  I  begged  to  decline:  and  as  he  appeared  displeased» 
afod  attributed  the  refill  to  rudeness,  I  informed  him  tlMt 
iSm  was  not  the  practice  observed  by  English  sntok^^ 
however  elevated  in  rank.    Some  of  these  pipes  ave  six 
feet  in  length,  are  strong  and  straight,  and  made  of  the 
ch^ny-tl^.    Hie  bowl  is  of  clay,  gilded,  and  the  mouth- 
piece of  amber,  whidi  is  considered  as  an  antidote  to  tbe 
Mnomimication  of  disease,  and  many  of  them  are  oriia<- 
malted  about  the  moudi,  at  an  ^lormous  expence.    la 
rtiort,  the  pipes  as  wdU  as  horses,  appear  to  be  perfect  idok 
trfth  the  inhabitants  of  the  East.    M  this  time  the  ccmsul 
was  in  the' highest  glee,  being  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with 
tlie'daughcer  of  a  native  of  Sidon,  who  was  then  his  guest, 
to  whom  he  introduced  me,  saying  he  expected  he  would 
IjKi'scicta  his  ^^^  papa."    The  feet  is,  he  had,  agreeably  to 
the  practice  of  the  country,  been  obliged  to  court  die 

*  Ex&Si.  if.  3. 
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4kriier,  that  he  m^t  obtMR  the  dsaghlar,  whose  own 
choice  is  n^tr  ODimlted.  The  bride  is  rarely  seen  till 
ihe  nuptial  knot  k  tied.  The  practice  of  thus  searching 
fer  wives>  by  those  who  desire  to  be  united  in  wedlock,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  anciently  observed*  * 

Having  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  French  consul,  a 
Oreek  by  birth,  I  waited  on  him,  and  found  him  an  un- 
wrddy  persoiiage,  exhibiting  a  pomposity  of  deportment 
which  corresponded  with  that  magnitode.  I  was  recetved 
widi  politeness,  and  conducted  to  his  house  and  gardei^ 
which  I  found  to  be  the  best  in  the  town.  After  leav^ 
ing  his  house,  accompanied  by  his  clerk,  I  apologised  for 
my  omission,  in  not  paying  a  compliment  to  the  consul,  by 
enquiring  after  the  heakh  of  his  wife ;  and  was  op  the 
•point  of  returning  to  express  myself  to  diis  purpose^  when 
iie  told  me  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  I  had  not  dtme 
so,  since,  so  &r  from  being  received  in  a  fiivourable  man- 
gier, it  would  have  been  highly  indecorous,  nay  considered 
as  an  insult,  and  equivalent  to  fitting  in  the  face  of  the 
consul ! 

It  mi^  be  remarked,  diat  women  in  the  marriage  state  in 
4hi8  quarter  of  tihe  globe  are  in  complete  captivity.  They 
•are  absolutely  slaves  to  their  husbands,  and  allowed  to  see 
*no  odier  persons  at  home  than  their  &milies  or  relations, 
-and  when  they  do  appear  in  die  streets  their  faces  are  com^- 
*pletely  veiled.  How  striking  is  this  difference,  arising  from 
the  total  state  of  seclusion  in  which  the  sex  is  k^t  in  the 
East,  contrasted  with  that  of  Europeans,  who  are  so  ann 
bitious  to  appear  in  public,  and  court  admiration. 

I  was  |»*esented  to  Hassan  Aga,  the  governor,  by  the 
Englidhi  consul,  and  went  in  a  kind  of  procession  to  Ae 
appointed  audience,  when  I  was  treated  with  that  solemn 
urbanity  so  peculiar  to  the  Ottomans.  He  was. a  veneraUe 
'person  about  seventy  years  of  age,  with  a  countenance 
-expressive  of  serenity  and  wisdom;  he  had  co-operated 
with  the  /Biitidi  army  in  Egypt,  and  commanded  a  x6f^ 
ment  of  horse.    I  was  conducted  to  a  cushion  spread  on 

*  GencsiSy  xiiv.  4-'«6. 
o2 


/ 


84  ACAINSMIES. 

the  ground,  and  had  the  hcHiour  to  sit  next  to  him.  We 
sat  cros&*l^^ed,  the  slaves  handing  us  pipes  and  to» 
bacco ;  in  the  course  of  conversation,  I  discovered  him  to 
be  of  a  liberal  mind.  He  shewed  me  attention,  and  asked 
a  number  of  important  questions  on  different  subjects 
of  a  political  and  commercial  nature,  respecting  Great 
Britain. 

In  going  along  the  streets,  I  happened  to  look  into  a 
miserable  apartment,  dignified  with  the  appellation  cS.  an 
academy,  which  exhibited  much  the  same  scene  as  that  I 
have  described  at  .Rosetta.  In  the  back  ground  there  was 
a  group  of  boys,  almost  in  a  state  of  nudily,  who  were 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  making  baskets,  and  in  the 
front,  a  ragged  schoolmaster  was  endeavouring  to  teach 
about  a  dozen  youths  to  read.  Such  is  the  miserable  ap» 
pearance  of  the  population  in  general  of  this  country,  that 
it  inspires  a  British  traveller  with  that  sort  of  aversicHi 
which  prevents  him  from  appljring.  to  them,  those  epithets 
of  charity  and  compassion  which  their  sad  seclusion  seems 
to  call  for. 

During  tlie  time  I  remained  in  Damietta,  I  was  ren- 
dered comfortable,  as  the  English  consul  not. only  enter- 
tained me  with  hospitality,  but  used  his  exertions  in  con- 
tributing to  make  the  time  pass  dieerfully,  both  by  inviting 
company  to  his  house,  riding  about,  and  introducing  me 
tO' his  acquaintance.  He  did  not  omit  to  exhibit  the  di^ 
ferent  donations  of  fire-arms,  sabres,  and  other  articles, 
which  he  had  received  firom  travellers,  thus  conveying  a 
pretty  broad  hint,  that  he  expected  in  my  turn  I  should 
present  some  gratification ;  I  promised  to  do  diis  on  re- 
turning to  England,  when  I  transmitted  to  him  a  present 
accordingly,  and  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of.it  by 
letter. 

Damietta  is  a  place  of  some  trade  and  extent;  but,  al- 
though I  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the  Ottcunan  in- 
habitants had  a  prejudice  against  Europeans,  which  dis- 
covered itself  in  the  various  insults  offered  them,  yet  I  own 
I  did  not  find  this  verified  so  far  as  regarded  myself.  The 
town  is  situated  on  the  eastern  bank,  and  the  very  edge  of 
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tHe  Nile,  about  four  miles  distant  from  the  sea,  and  has 
tmfy  one  principal  street.  In'  its  general  appearance  it  is 
siajlar  to  other  Turkish  towns,  as  the  view,  *  espedally 
from  some  distance,  is  imposing,  but  internaHy  it  is  abo- 
minaUe.  The  back  part  of  the  houses  and  gardens  are 
towards  the  Nevet,  and  approach  in  some  degree  to  the 
mean  parts  of  Wi^ping,  in  front  of  the  Thames.  The 
popniatbn  is  about  thirty  thousand.  There  is  a  market 
for  the  sale  of  human  beings.  The  streets  are  narrow 
and  winding;  the  houses  are  mean;  the  booths  and  ba- 
zars wretched,  and  many  miserable  objects  are  to  be  met 
with  in  going  along.  Rice  is  cultivated  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,- and  is  supposed  to  be  the  finest  in  all  Egypt, 
which  I  saw  piled  like  so  many  ^mall  hills,  and  enormous 
quantities  are  exported,  which  yield  a  prodigious  revenue. 
A  considerable  degree  of  bustle  is  to  be  seen  on  the  quays. 
The  mode  of  hatching  chickens  by  means  of  artificial  heat 
extends  to  this  place.  About  two  miles  from  the  town- is 
the  lake  of  Mensalefa,  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in 
breadth,  which  I  visited  with  the  consul. 

Here  I  was  advised  to  abandon  the  dress  of  the  Chris- 
tian,  and  assume  the  costume  of  the  Turk,  under  an 
assurance  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  protecting  me 
firom  insult,  and  afiford  greater  facility  in  travelling.  I 
accordingly  proou^  such  a  dress,  put  a  red  cap  on  my 
head,  and  bound  a  handkerchief  round  it  to  form  a  turban, 
and  remained  some  time,  in  order  to  allow  my  beard  to 
igrow.  I  endeavoured  to  conform  in  every  respect  to  a 
Mahomedan  figure,  the  shaving  of  it  being  held  as  a  dis- 
grace; the  preservation  of  the  beard  being  one  of  the 
principal  articles  of  their  religion.  I  also  had  a  sash  round 
my  body,  with  a  sabre  on  one  side  of  it,  and  a  couple  of 
pistols  on  the  other,  and  yellow  boots  as  h^h  as  the  ancle, 
introduced  into  slippers  of  the  same  colour,  without  heels, 
and  carried  a  long  pipe. 

In  descending  the  Nile  from  Grand  Cairo,  such  is  the 
state  of  dilapidation  into  which  every  thing  is  fidlen,  not 
<mly  by  the  hands  of  barbarians,  but  the  ravages  of  time, 
that  I  was   ftdly  aware  I  had  passed  many  interesting 
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spcits^  without  being  aUe  to  trace  any  vestiges  of  ihetf' 
ancient  oonsideration.  On  inspectsog  the  memoraiMla  dC 
the  objects  which  I  had  expecboA  to  see,  I  found'  thai 
nearly  where  the  Rosetta  and.  Damietts  branches  of  die 
Mile  separate,  I  had  passed  Matterea,  the  rains  of  HeUo" 
polisj  considered  the  On  of  the  Scriptitres  *«  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  ancient  cities  in  the  world*  It  was  chiefly  distm* 
goished  for  a  ma^ificent  temple^  dedicated  to  the  wotship 
of  the  sun,  or  as  we  might  with  more  propriety  say,  to  the 
stody  of  astronomy,  since  the  priests  were  considered  the 
most  fiimoQs  in  £gypt  for  their  astronomical  observadons, 
and  the  first  who  found  the  year  to  consist  of  S6S  days. 
Here,  I  was  told,  there  was  a  colomn  of  granite  upwarda 
of  seventy  feet  in  height,  'discovered  with  hieroglyphics ; 
other  pillars  of  a  similar  kind  had  also  raised  th&r  lofty 
heads,  which  were  transported  to  Rome  and  Constants 
nople.  It  is  supposed  that  the  country  rowid  this  place  is 
the  land  of  Gosh^i  or  Rameses,  which  the  children  of 
Israel  inhabited,  and  Grand  Cairo  their  rendezvous,  previa 
ous  to  their  setting  out  for  the  Land  of  Promise. 

With  respect  to  the  causes  of  the  inundations  of  the 
Nile,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  different  opiniens 
have  been  entertained.  Some,  are  disposed  to  think  that  it 
may  arise  from  the  high  wind  that  stops  the  current,  and 
forces  the  water  above  the  banks.  Others  presume  there 
is  a  subterraneous  passage  between  the  ocean  and  this 
river,  and  that  the  sea,  when  violently  i^tated,  sweUs.  I 
apprehend,  howevef,  the  true  cause  has  beeti  conceited 
from  the  human  understanding,  and  can  only  be  known 
to  that  Almighty  Being  who  created  all  things  by  merely 
speaking,  and  they  were  done. 

*  Genesis  xli.  45«  50. 
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ZOAN.  — CHRISTIANS*  DEFEAT  IN  THE  HOLY  WAR.  —  CIVILI- 
TIES   AT     USEE.  —  WRETCHED    STATE    OF     THE    PLACE.  — 

•  BANKRUPT  FUGITIVE. — VOYAGE  TO  JOPPA. — ARRIVAL.  «» 
CONVENT.  —  ENGLISH  CONSUL.  —  DINNER  OF  THB  MONKS. 

In  descending  the  Nile  I  passed  to  the  west  a  considerable 
tovm^  called  Mansura,  presumed  to  have  been  tlie  Zoan  al- 
luded  to  in  the  sacred  volume.  *  At  the  ultimate  overthrow 
of  the  Christian  forces,  Lewis  IX.  lost  his  liberty  by  being 
|;aken  prisoner ;  on  which  occasion  the  town  of  Damietta 
was  ijurrendered  as  part  of  his  ransom. 

At  ithe  siege  of  this  place,  during  the  period  of  the  cru- 
sades, in  1291,  the  English  troops  were  led  on  to  battle  by 
the  £arl8  of  Chester,  Arundel,  and  Salisbury,  who  were 
disdnguished  as  much  for  courage  as  elevation  of  ronk, 
when  the  last  of  them  fell  most  bravely  fighting  on  his 
.knees,  and  the  Earl  of  Artois  perished  in  the  river. 

I  sailed  down  to  Usbe,  one  mile  distant  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Nile,  in  expectation  of  meeting  a  vessel  destined  for 
Joppa ;  but  the  water  being  so  low  it  was  found  impracticable 
for  apy  to  pass  the  bar.  This  frequently  occurs  when  the 
Mrind  blows  strong,  as  it  throws  up  a  bank  of  sand,  called 
the  Bc^az,  and  sometimes  occasions  an  interruption  of 
several  weeks.  Constant  heavy  rains  had  fidlen  in  this 
miserable  village,  which  is  composed  of  huts  built  of 
mud,  some  of  which  are  about  six  or  eight  feet  in  height, 
with  rf^ged  parents  and  naked  children  rolling  in  wretch- 
edn^* 

Mr.  Mirza^i  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  cUstom-house, 

*  Numbers  xiii.  22.    Isaiah  xxx.  4.    Psalm  Izzviii  12. 
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I  had  seen  at  the  English  Ccmsurs  at  Damietta;  he 
cyflbred  every  facility  in  his  power  to  the  passing  of  my 
baggage,  and  was  civil  in  his  attentions.  I  m^  here  two 
merchants,  brothers,  who  were  quitting  Egypt  nndar  pectt'- 
liar  circumstances.  One  of  th^n  had  been  in  a  flourish!]^ 
business  at  Cairo,  but  having  become  insolvent  for  a  large 
sum,  and  incurred  the  high  displeasure  of  the  Pacha,  who  bad , . 
himself  been  a  creditor  to  a  great  amount,  he  ordered  the 
bankrupt  to  quit  the  country  under  pain  of  being  decapitated.  { 
It  appears,  therefore,  considering  the  great  respectability,^ 
good  sense,  and  justice  of  the  Pacha,  that  there  had  been  . 
something  approaching  to  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  debtor* 
He,  however,  appeared  to  be  supplied  with  every  comfint,^  ^ 
as  it  regarded  provisions,  wines,  liquors,  and  rich  articles 
of  dress ;  his  baggage  was  enormously  we%hty,  and  he 
often  displayed  his  purses  of  gold.  His  costume  was 
superb,  his  watch  and  rings  brilliant,  and  his  pipe,  that 
darling  object,  splendidly  mounted ;  in  short,  every  thing 
appeared  to  indicate  that  he  was  a  person  above  the  com« 
mon  rank.  The  fugitive  drank  copiously,  smoked,  played 
at  cards,  hunted,  sang,  and  appeared  as  gay  as  a  lark,  not* 
withstanding  the  axe  was  actually  hanging  over  his  head, 
so  long  as  he  remained  in  the  country.  Occasionally, 
when  the  wind  was  high,  he  appeared  under  great  a^tfr- 
tion,  as  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  limited  period  under 
which  he  was  allowed  to  quit  Egypt  had  sometime  elapsed* 
When  he  heard  the  bustle  occasioned  by  the  arrival^of  mysdf 
and  servants,  he  was  apprehensive  that  I  was  the  beater  c^a 
special  order  from  the  Pacha  to  strike  off  his  head.  When 
walking  out  he  was  circumspect,  constantly  looking  about 
him,  and  at  every  step  thought  there  was  ^  something 
purring  at  his  heels,''  apprehensive  he  should  discover  the 
soldiers  of  Mahomed  Ali  marching  towards  the  place,  with 
an  order  for  his  immediate  execution.  Though  the  man- 
ners of  this  person  were  plausible,  yet  I  did  not  like  the 
first  impression  they  made,  as  I  conceived,  from  an  obseiv 
vation  of  his  eye,  that  great  index  of  the  mind,  it  conveyed 
a  peculiar  degree  of  cunning.     He  was,  however,  intelligent 
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»»d  pol^  spoke  HikGody  the  French  aiul  Italian  laoguflges, 
and  imparted  nnich  interesting  infonnation. 

I  cannot  enterinto  an  explanation  of  that  tantalizing: 
state  iii  ^ich  I  was  placed  through  Uiq^ering  here  during 
tiie  stormy  weather,  having  little  to  occupy  my  mind 
fer  several  weeks ;  nor  <  the  misery  of  the  vile  den  widi: 
whidi  i  was  acoominodated,  where  I  was  obliged  to  repose 
on  the  ground  with  dbe  winds  whistling  and  the  rain  beating 
through  broken  windows,  and  tormi^ted  by.  swarms  of 
flies  which  are  about  the  river  here/  A  hurricape  set  in, 
by  which  the  sand  bank,  or  bogaze  became  so  formidable,, 
as  to  defy  all  possible  exertions  to  pass  it  with  a  vessel, 
however  light;  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  exercise 
ferther  resignation,  and  remain  tUl  calm  weather. 

After  our  patience  had  been  nearly  exhausted,  and  the 
weather  had  become  more  moderate,  I  quitted  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  was  extricated  from  a  house  of  bondage.  We 
embarked  in  a  small  crazy  vessel,  laden,  with  rice,  on  board 
of  which  were  several  pilgrims,  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem. 
T%is  "was  towed  out  of  the  river  by  ten  boats,  was  with- 
in a  few  inches  of  the  bar,  and  had  she  touched  it,  our 
destruction  must  have  been  inevitable.  The  bankrupt 
was  thrown  into  a  transport  of  joy,  and  danced  upon  the 
deck,  with  the  bottle  of  liquor  in  his  hand,  from  which  he 
drank  till  he  was  in  a  state  of  complete  intoxication,  after 
we  had  escaped  the  dangerous  part  and  put  again  to  sea} 
he  considered  that  he  was  then  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Pacha,  and  that  his  head  would  still  be  allowed  to  re-  i 
main  on  his  shoulders.  ^ 

During  the  voyage  nothing  remarkable  occurred  beyond 
the  sea.  Breezes  appearing  to  continue  during  day,  and 
where  the  shades  of  n^ht  had  fallen,  they  were  succeeded 
by  the  wind  from  the  land,  which  continued  till  the  dawn 
of  the  following  morning.  On  the  21st  of  January,  a 
little  before  midnight,  we  reached  Joppa,  haying  beefi 
three  days  in  performing  it.  After  dark  came  on,  on 
approaching  the  town  where  the  navigation  was  intricate, 

*  Isaiah,  vii.  18. 
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aboro.wasUowiiatiiitenQri&finimtibel^^  lo  i^pftrite  m 
of  danger;  but  I  did  not  enqufaee  ndbedrar  tfiis  is  dote 
ti^pabaify  ev«ry  eftning^  or  only  when  vesMk  have  been 
pcvofihaeddnrkigtiieni^it  The  awiooi^  iMxwssfer^  anpeass. 
to  ba  jodidoDS,'  and  called  fer  by  die  very  ^daagerow 
mbks  and  diaUotvs  aboot  die  place. 

Nptt  motning,  ftom  liie  deck  of  dbe  vessel  tln^  view, 
of  JopfMi  ^v&8  {Metniesqne  and  pleaaing.  The  town  ap* 
pearad  lo  be  built  on  tieis,  upon  die  side  of  a  totky 
mountain,  rising  gradually  from  the  aeay  erowned  ynnk 
a  caslie,  and  defended  towards  dK  ooant;  great  inymve* 
«>««ti  hiid  been  mkte  he>e  t7  Sir  SicbKy  a»ith.  The. 
entrance  to  the  poKt  is  oonaidfflred  perilous;  but  at  the 
particular  part  we  readied,  the  wdMmige  is  sa^  and  is 
eomiBodious.  I  landed,  and  thus^  far  the  first  time,  set 
my  feet  on  hdy  ground;  (m  this  occasion  Sioine  part^qlar 
eacpressksna  of  Scrifilure  darted,  as  it  were^  in  a.  momei^l 
into  my  mind. 

.  I  proceeded  to  the  canvent  of  St.  Peter>  an  audent 
edifiee  in  front  o^  and  dose  to  the  sea»  founded  m  the 
spot  where  tUs  Apostle  oace  lodged.*  I  was  received 
with  truly  Christian  charily  by  the  Mcmks,  to  whom  I  pro- 
duced die  letter  I  had  reodved  from  the  Propaganda  Fid^ 
at  Borne,  in  whidi  dua  ce»vent  was  particularly  m^Q»- 
tioned;  they  rejoiced  that  I  had  ei^ered  intp  the  ^gjAou» 
land. 

The  farolberfaood  consisted  of  a  Superior,  four  &iars» 
and  two  lay-brothers,  who  wore  gowns,,  cowls,  a^d  l<mg 
beards,  with  white  ropes  round  .the  body,  and  old 
shoes  or  slippers;  some  of  them  qpake  Italian,  aJid 
others  the  Spanish  language.  They  conducted  me  to  a 
pfetfy  snug  cell,  commanding  a  delightfiil  view  of  the 
hatbour ;  here  I  found  a  table,  achair,  and  a.  bed«  They 
paid  me  the  greatest  attention.  I  dined  with  th^m  at 
I2o^clod£  m  thdr  gloomy  apactmeidt;  a  privily  not 
exteiidii^  to  travdlers  in  all  die  oonv^its.  It  might  be 
sui^osed  diat  die  light  of  day  never  entered  this  abod^ 

•  ActfifX.  5»6. 


tmetekHmg  a  pkice  andcr  groiwd;  a  giiiiiideFitig  lamp 
hmg  fnm  the  efSUng,  lant  it  hiurdfy  i^oii^  the  cmiiiiA- 
lUBice'^f  aiTf  of  us  to  be  dJfttingaJHhcd 

Oa  the  wnitalof  traidewat  Joppa,  <iiqialdie8riUEe;iii^ 
ailM^  sent  fixMn  the  conycot  to  thoae  M  Bamab  nd 
Jafundcin,  iofiiniiing  tfaem  of  their  naau^  mid  the  ^b^ 
joct  of  th^  jonrney.  I  observed  a  pile  ol  letters  on 
stable  before  one  of  die  friars;  I  fouadthese  had  bem 
V60dN«d  from  connEcatB  in  the  interior  of  the  eoontry  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  respective  places  to  yMik  they  ware 
addreiMd  by  the  first  Tesgris.  A  great  variety  of  Jettaca  ai!e 
dso  received  by  the  Moidis,  b^  the  vessels  vrbich  arriyehere» 
The  Superior^  widithe  party  stnnding  round  hini»  said  grsee^ 
but  trith  a  m|»dity  quite  incoosistent'with  the  i»0us  soleiaiiity 
neicessary  when 'imploring  a  Uessksg  ficom  the  Alta^^^ 
€ftk  hiannremicted  bounties*  We  dined  upon  vegetsUefi^ 
soup,  fish,  and  stewed  poultry,  and  sour  wme.  I.pn>» 
duced  the  few  excellent  bottles  of  wme  I  had  brought 
with  me,  which  the  Monks  greatly  enjoyed.  A  thousand 
questions  were  put  to  me  respecting  Great  Britain,  the  voy- 
age^ and  my  motives  for  traveling  to  so  great  a  distance. 
After  dinnei*,  which  did  not  occupy  more  than  twenty 
minutes,  we  all  rose  from  our  seats,  and  remained  standing 
during  the  time  a  few  words  were  pronounced,  by  way  of 
oflfering  up  thanks;  they  were  expressed  in  the  same 
hurried  manner  as  before.  After  this,  the  friars  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  apartment 
of  the  Superior,  which  is  always  the  best  in  the  convent; 
here  we  sat  down,  liqueurs  and  cakes  were  handed  round, 
and,  after  a  short  conversation,  each  repaired  to  his  own 
cell.  These  are  very  narrow,  gloomy,  and  hardly  admit 
sufiicient  light  to  read  distinctly.  Two  of  these  friars 
were  natives  of  Spain,  and  accompanied  the  Princess  of 
Wales  from  this  place  to  Rfunah,  in  her  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem.  This  was  the  convent  where  Buonaparte,  who 
uniformly  took  up  his  residence  in  edifices  distinguished 
either  for  sanctity  or  grandeur,  fixed  his  abode.  The 
merchant  and  his  brother,  who  accompanied  me  on  board 
the  vessel,  proceeded  to  the  convent  of  the  Armenians,  as 
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they  professed  that  rehffxm,  which  had  been  occupied  as 
an  hospital  by  the  soldiers  of  Bocmi^nirte.    I  paid  them 
a  visit)  and  found  that  some  rel^ious  controversy  existed 
between  the  brethren  of  the  two  monasteries.     In  the 
mean  time  the  English  consul,  Damiani,  having  heard 
of  my  arrival,  called  and  invited  me  to  take  up  my  lodg* 
ings  at  his  house.     He  conducted  me  over  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  and  his  extensive  gardens,  sent  mesiqppliea 
of  fruits,  and  shewed  me  great  attention.    When  I  i^ler- 
wards,  however,  vbited  the  apartments,  I  preferred  my 
ecclesiastical  quarters  as  more  comfortd^le  iii  many  points 
of  view.     And  now  that  I  am  standing  in  the  Land  (jf 
Promise^  it  may  be  proper  that  I  should  pause  In  my  nar- 
rative, and  remind  the  reader,  though  necessarily  in  a 
cursory  manner,  of  the  various  facts  and  cireumstances 
which  have  rendered  this  portion  of  the  worid  so  h^hly 
venerable  and  interesting.       ---^^^ 
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GfiHSRAL     REFLXCTIONS    ON     THE    HOIrY    LAND.  — -  PLXASURB 
ARISING    FROM    LOCAL    CIRCUMSTANCBfi.  -—  JOJPPA.  —  PRO" 

PHRT    Jonah's   bmbarkation* — tabitha* -*- vision. — 

POPULATION^  -r  FLAT    ROOFS    OF   HOUSES.  —  MASSACRE    BT 
ORDER  OF   BUONAPARTE.  —  PASSPORT  FOR  JERUSALEM. 


Tus  country  of  the  Hebrews  has  been  known  by  different 
appellations.  It  was  termed  the  Land  of  Canaan,  from 
Quiaan  the  son  of  Ham,  whose  posterity  were  in  posses- 
sion of  it  Afterwards  it  was  denominated  Palestine  from 
the .  people  which  the  Hebrews  called  Philistines,  and 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  Palestines.  It  then  fell  und^ 
the  name  of  the  Land  of  Promise,  founded  on  the  promise 
which  the  Almighty  gave  to  Abraham.  It  was  called  the 
Land  of  Israel,  from  the  Israelites  becoming  masters  of  it 
Subsequently  Judea,  from  the  tribe  of  Judah  being,  the  most 
considerable  of  the  twelve  classes.  And  ultimately  being 
sanctified  by.  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  has  come 
under  the  denomination  of  the  Holy  Land.  This  sacred 
spot  has  emphatically  been  described  in  the  sacred  volume 
as  a  pastoral  country,  ^^  flowing  with  milk  and  honey."*  * 
If  we  look  to  its  geographical  boundaries,  it  appears  to 
be  protected  on  all  sides  by  seas  and  deserts,  so  as  to 
prevent  its  inhabitants  fitlling  an  easy  conquest  to  the 
great  monarchies  which  were  succes^vely  permitted  to 
subjugate  the  civilized  world.  If  we  consider  that  the 
Hebrews,  for  a  purpose  great  and  mysterious,  were  destined 
to  be  kept  a  peculiar  people,  the  choice  of  this  land 
for.  their  residence  was  singularly  mark^  by  wisdoini. 


*  Exodus,  iii.  s. 
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Hie  oMimeroe  of  their  shores  was  limited,  and  the  moun- 
tainous surface  of  the  country  prevented  them  firom  con«- 
gregatbg  into  large  cities;  theur  institntiioiia  wise  eaaw^ 
quently  less  liable^  than  those:  rf  regkms  more  open  and 
accessible,  to  be  corrupted  by  the  ecample  of  strangi»»« 

What  renders,  hoveter,  this  beautiful  portion  of  Asia 
more  interestkig  thm  any  other  part  of  the  globe,  are  the 
grand  and  striking  events  of  which  it  has  been  tiie  dis* 
linguished  theatre.  Whethw,  in  ftety  we  oonsider  the 
Hebrews  in  their  history,  &om  the  time  of  the  Patiiardhi 
Abraham  till  4iieir  &ial  dispersion  as  a  natftm,  or  regued 
A^n- as  tiie  chosen  conservators  of  the  worship  of  the  true 
Grod,'they  must,  by  all  desmptions  of  persons,  of  whatever 
sect  or  class,  be  acknowledged  as  the  most  remarkable  of  ai^ 
lieopletlKit  e^r  eodstsd.  It  is  true  that  other  nations  can 
boost  of  prophets  and  legislators,  but  their  fnnedicliiias 
and  legislaticm  were  local,  and  peculiar  to  themselves; 
whereas,  the  prophets  o£  the  Hebrews  ikUvered  ikm 
pMdietiens  to  men  of  every  age  and  place;  and  their 
lowgiivers  fiiamed  institutions  with  such  unrivalled  wisdom, 
tfiat  they  benefited  the  whole  human  race. 

Tbe  desire  which  has  been  entertained,  to  tread  tUs 
holy  ground,  has  long  been  deemed,  in  some  degree,  a 
tiaty  of  a  religious  nature;  and  during  that  period,  when 
^i^tary  ardour  was  excited  by  pious  zeal,  it  was  courages 
ou^ly  gratified  in  the  face  of  every  danger.  Had  tfasne 
existed*  nothing  more  remarkable  in  Palestine  than  the 
exploits  of  the  Crusaders,  these  alone  are  of  themsdlves 
calcuhited  to  render  the  country  hattowed,  in  the  eyes  of 
every  man  who  has  at  any  time  expetienced  the  elevating 
Mipulse  of  devotional  feelings.  But  it  is  chiefly  to  diose 
prior  events,  by  which  the  zeal  of  the  Ousaders  .was 
awakened,  that  I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  readeif. 
When  I  oast  my  eyes  towards  the  hills  of  this\  oountiyf 
veviewed  the  transactions  of  which  they. had  been  the. awfiil 
scenes,  and  reflected  on  the  abject  condition  ^  the*  do- 
•soendants.  of  the  original  inhabitants,  finr  whom  it  is  set 
apart  by  the  Almighty,  I  wa^  forced  to  acknowledge,  and 
with  feelings  of  dread  tmd  devoticHi,  that  the  words  of 


flfeenri  trudi  had,  indaecl^  faa^  most  stricdy  MfiMed^ 
Mmsysre  the  prophecies  reooided  m  saccedimt*,  and 
though  the  most  remarkaye  will  be  found  in  the  Book  of 
Nmnber&f,  yet.stOlviare  strong  is  ihe  hu^uage  convejr«d 
in  diat  o£  DeutoraraOmy.  | 

it  waft  m^xMsible  to  raflect  on  theae  Bad  oAor  tremens 
dous  deiumciations  recorded  in  the  Word,  of  Giod,  knowing 
hour  UteraHy  th^  have  been  fiilfilled,  without  fedingemo-  ! 
tiolis  of  holy  awe  and  &ar ;  especially  when  I  fhrther  con*'        / 
aideied  that  1  was  standing  on  tixe  vexy  soil  whicb  had     ^ 
heetk  the  abode  of  that  scattered  race^  excammnnicated  fay 
-Ihe  retigk>QS  horror  oi  all  nations  against  them,  and  st^ 
wnare  by  their  own  religious  fidelity  to  the  usages  of  ifae^ 
fei^^iCheTs.  ^ 

The  town,  of  Jqppa  or  Jaffii  $,  as  it  is  now  caBed»  ii 
menticHied  in  the  Scriptures.  Although  in  the  visible  dv» 
comstfuices  of  the  monastery  I  resided  in,  there  appeaired 
nodnng  calculated  to  impress  me  with  any  strong  afiection, 
yet,  durio^  the  silence  of  .the  night,  when  I  had  retti«d  Ki 
rest,  I  experienced  a  profimnd  sensation  of  delightAd  te^ 
v^aice,  in  contemplathig  that  I  was  so  highly  faanoufed 
fs  to  be  allowed  by  Providence  to  repose  on  a  i^ot,  which 
had  been  eminendy  sanctified  by  the  presence  of  one  of 
those  chosen  vessdys,  firom  whom  our  Lord  was  pleased 
to  pour  the  purifying  waters  of  salvation  into  the  hearte  of 
men.  No  language  that  I  'can  use  will  convey  to  the 
reader  any  description  of  this  local  influence.  The  waarmth 
of  'his  imagination  can  alone  supply  some  flunt  id^  df 
whi^  it  really  was.  This  was  rendered  more  powerfitfy 
impressive  by  the  objects  I  had  visited  during  the  co^^M 
J9f  the  preceding' diiy.  In  surveying  the  portv  I  was  forcibly 
reminded  ttett  it  was  anciently  the  fiist  harbour  in  Jttdeai 
From  hence* the  disobedient  prophet  -embm^ed'||,  with' tike 
view'of -escaping  firom  the  Lord,  although  he  had  be^so** 
lemniy  called  upon  to  preach  to  the  great  city  of  Ntnevehi 
ItecoUecting,  also,  as  I  formerly  mentioned^  when  off  the 

*  Hosea,  iiL  4.       t  Numb,  xxiii.  9.        i  Deat.  xxm.  5T.  64.  65. 
J  Tins  word  is  pronounced  by  the  natives  Y^a,        t  'lonab»  i.  s. 
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coast  of  Egypt,  that  I  observed  great  ftdies  fiilly  ci^Mfal^ 
as  far  as  magnitade  was  reqpiisite»  for  the  mirade  performed 
in  his  case,  I  could  not  but  reflect  with  compassion  on  the 
(cXiy  of  those  unhappy  individuals,  who  hold  in  ridicule 
and  contempt  the  authenticity  of  Revdation,  and  daie, 
even  for  a  moment,  to  measure  the  powers  of  an  Almighty 
Being  by  their  own  ignorance. 

I  was  accompanied  by  one  of  the  friars  to  visit  the  par«- 
ticular  part  where  Peter  raised  Tabitha*;  it  is  about  a 
mile  from  the  town.  A  church  was  erected  there  in  me- 
mory of  the  event ;  but  had  been  demolished  by  the  bavbar* 
ous  hands  of  the  Mahomedans.  The  walk  to  this,  sanc- 
tified '  and  retired  place  was  delightful,  the  path  lyuig 
through  groves  of  trees,  and  hedges  formed  of  the  prickly 
pear,  fix>m  which  the  air  exhaled  the  most  refreshing  .and 
delicious  odour. 

According  to  tradition,  it  was  here  that  Mary  Mi^dalent 
Martha,  and  their  brother  Lazarus,  were  by  the  Jews  put 
on  board  a  shattered  bark,  and  committed  to  the  mercy  of 
the  winds  and  waves ;  and  that  the  vision  was  received  of 
the  sheet  full  of  all  kmds  of  animals  let  down  fix>m  heaven^ 
which  were  forbidden  to  be  called  unclean,  f  It  was  also  at 
the  port  of  Joppa  that  fleets  arrived,  charged  with  materials, 
which  were  afterwards  landed  and  conveyed  to  Jerusalem^ 
to  build  the  splendid  temple  of  the  royal  prophet  % 

The  population  of  Joppa  is  estimated  at  upwards  of 
4000  souls.  The  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood  abound 
with  orc^ge,  lemon,  and  other  trees,  which  were  loaded 
with  fruit  at  the  time  I  was  there,  and  the  fruit  sold  for  a 
mere  trifle. 

Since  the  invasion  of  Egypt  by  the  French,  who  took  the 
place  in  1799,  among  other  acts  of  violence  they  laid  waste 
almost  every  garden,  but  the  fortifications  have  been  re- 
paired. The  harbour  is  rocky  and  dangerous,  an(i  has 
been  in  that  state  from  the  earliest  period.  The  interior 
of  the  streets,  which  are  crooked  and  some  of  them  steeps 

*  Acts,  ix.  40,  41.  t  Acts,  xi.  5, 6. 

t  1  Kings,  V.  8,  9.    2  Chron.  ii.  xvi. 
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presents  the  usual  slovenly  meanness  which  is  to  be  found 
in  every  town  within  the  Turkish  empire,  though  exter- 
nally they  are  rather  of  an  imposing  appearance,  which  are 
of  a  white  colour.  The  architecture  of  the  houses  is  similar 
to  what  I  formerly  had  occasion  to  observe  in  those  of  the 
Egyptian  cities.  On  discovering  their  flat  roofs,  I  was 
peculiarly  struck  with  the  circumstance  of  the  inspired 
writer  having  recourse  to  such  places,  when  he  resided  at 
Joppa,  to  oflFer  up  prayer.  • 

To  a  person  accustomed  to  the  form  of  the  roofs  of  our 
habitations  in  Britain,  the  expression  of  a  person  going  to 
the  top  of  a  house  to  perform  acts  of  devotion,  may  appear 
strange;  it  has,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  in  many  of  those 
who  make  light  of  the  Gospel  history,  given  rise  to  ludi- 
crous ideas;  but  considering  the  peculiar  structure  of  all 
the  edifices  here,  it  conveys  a  truth  and  beauty  strong  and 
appropriate. 

'  These  were  the  places  marked  out  of  old  for  the  pur- 
poses of  concealment  f ;  and,  although  they  are  formed  of 
a  firm  substance  like  plaster,  I  could  perceive  on  many  of 
them  grass  growing,  but  this  soon  became  withered,  fi'om 
being  so  much  exposed  to  the  sun.  It  recalled  to  my  mind 
the  words  of  the  royal  Psalmist,  in  reference  to  the  wicked, 
who  are  momentarily  exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  an  Al- 
mighty Judge.  X 

In  alluding  to  the  judgments  of  Moab,  one  of  the  Pro- 
phets declares  that  lamentations  shall  be  expressed  on  the 
house  tops  thereof.  §  It  will  be  also  recollected,  that  ter- 
races on  the  roofs  of  houses  in  the  East,  some  of  which 
are  of  considerable  length  and  breadth,  are  highly  conve- 
nient for  various  purposes.  They  are  the  places  for  con- 
versation, walking,  and  enjoying  the  pure  sir  at  the  present 
day ;  they  also  appear  to  have  been  used  for  similar  pur- 
poses in  ancient  times  by  the  kings  of  Israel.  ||     These  are 

*  Acts,  X.  9.     Zeph.  i.  5.  •  Prov.  xxi.  9.     Luke  xii.  5.  xvfi,  31. 
t  Joshua  ii.  6.  X  Pnlm,  cxxix.  6.    1  James  i.  1^. 

§  Jer.  xlviii.  3S.  ||  I  Sam.  ix.  25.    S  Sam.  xi.  2. 
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lilso  refierred  to  by  another  of  the  prophets**  Th^  w 
fiirtber  used  for  the  operations  of  washing  and  dryii^ 
elothes,  and  in  hot  weatlier  are  preferred  to  all  othaF 
situations,  as  cool  and  comfortable  to  repose  on  during  the 
night,  when  beds  are  laid  down.  In  many  of  the  contents 
indeed,  the  monks,  who  are  much  exposed  to  insult  from 
the  Mahomedans,  have  no  inclination  to  walk  about  the 
streets,  but  are  perfectly  contented  with  taking  cKerdse  on 
the  terraces,  where  they  are  not  only  more  retired  and  bai&- 
pendent,  but  can  see  every  object  passing  al<»ig  the  streets; 
and  such  an  elevation  affords  an  enjoyment  of  ibe  finest 
prospect  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  ground  of  these  terraces  I  observed  to  be  a  kind 
of  plaster.  It  appears  to  be  a  composition  of  sand,  with 
lime  and  gravel  formed  into  a  hard  substance,  and  after 
rain  has  &llen,  is  smoothed  over  with  a  rolling  stone,  to 
give  it  greater  firmness  and  stability.  There  are  three 
churches,  and  the  same  number  of  mosques,  and  also 
baths. 

I  accompanied  the  Consul  about  a  mile  to  the  south  a[ 
the  town;  he  pointed  out  the  fatal  spot,  among  hills  of 
sand,  on  the  sea  shore,  .where  several  thousand  Turkish 
soldiers  who  had  retired  to  Jafia  on  their  partde,  after  the 
surraider  of  El-Arisch,  were  drawn  out  and  horriUy 
butchered  by  the  savage  and  disgraceful  commands  of 
BuonapiEurte,  in  violation  of  all  honour  and  faith.  The 
authenticity  of  tiiis  fact  has  b^n  called  in  question ;  but 
there  are  perscms  now  living  at  Jaffa  who  were  witnesses 
of  it.  A  vast  number  of  the  dead  bodies  havmg  been 
washed  into  the  sea,  no  fish  were  eaten  for  upwards  of 
three  months  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jaffa,  under  an  idea 
that  they  had  fed  upon  the  carcasses.  It  may  also  be 
added,  tiiat  crowds  of  voracious  jadcalls^  which  infest  sa 
much  this  country,  and  saUy  fordi  during  liirnight-time  ia 
pursuit  of  prey,  were  absolutely  gorged  with  those  which 
had  remained  about  the  place.  A  Turkish  monument  to 
the  mem<»y  of  some  particular  persoi^  is  erected  upcm  an 

*  Isaiah,  xxii.  l. 
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ekvadon  near  the  place,  which  will  direct  the  steps  of 
future  travellers  to  that  modem  Golgotha,  or  scene  of 
crime.  This  tragical  event,  which  never  will  be  forgiven, 
or  blotted  out  of  the  memoiy  of  the  Turks  or  their  pos- 
terity, stamps  an  indelible  stain  on  the  character  of  Napo- 
leon. He  had  there  impiously  proclaimed,  that  on  ac- 
c|iiiri¥ig  possession  of  Jerusalem,  the  first  act  he  should 
exercise  was  to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  upon  Mount 
CSaLvary,  where  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  had  sufiered  on 
die  cross. 

Tlie  Consul  procured  passports  from  the  Pacha  to 
enable  me  to  proceed  to  Jerusalem,  a  precaution  which  I 
was  told  to  be  indispensable.  The  pious  friars  having 
written  to  the  Superior,  or  head  of  the  convent  at  Ramah, 
to  send  down  mules  to  Joppa,  agreeably  to  a  benevolent 
practice  observed  by  them  towards  travellers,  to  convey 
me,  with  my  servant  and  baggage  thither,  I  prepared  for 
my  departure,  and  presented  a  piece  of  money  to  the 
Superior,  for  the  use  of  the  convent,  in  return  for  the  hosr 
pitality  I  had  experienced.  Although  the  friars,  from  a 
principle  of  religion,  are  understood  to  entertain  pilgrims 
without  demanding  any  thing  in  return  by  way  of  com- 
pensation, or  stricdy  as  a  matter  of  right;  yet  no  traveller 
of  respectability  thinks  of  receiving  entertainment  and 
accommodation  gratuitously :  and  when  he  offers  a  remu- 
neration, it  is  not  avowedly  on  this  account,  but  under  the 
delicate  idea  of  a  compliment  to  the  poor,  as  it  is  termied, 
and  which,  it  may  be  credited,  never  meets  with  any 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  firiars. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

JOURNEY  TO  RAM  AH. — VALLEY  OF  SHAROK.  —  INDIBP08I' 
XION.  —  VIEWS  OF  THE  COUNTRY.  —  FINE  CONVENT. -^DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  RAMAH.  —  JOURNEY  TO  JERUSALEM.  —  VAL- 
LEY OF  JEREMIAH  AND  ELAH.  —  SPOT  WHERE  DAVID  SLEW 
GOLIATH.  —  IMPRESSION  ON  THE  FIRST  VIEW  OF  THE  HOLY 
CITY.  ^~  ARRIVAL  AT  THE  CONVENT  OF  FRANCISCANS. 

\y  HEN  the  friars  had  embraced,  and  given  us  their  bene- 
diction, we  left  Joppa  on  the  29th  of  January,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  still  assuming  the  Oriental  cos- 
tume, and  ^^  setting  our  faces  towards  Jerusalem.'' 

As  there  were  no  carriages  in  the  country  under  any 
denomination,  we  travelled  on  mules,  which  have  no  sad- 
dles or  stirrups.  The  Arabs  lay  thick  cloths,  and  some- 
times their  jackets  across  them,  secured  by  strings  under 
the  belly.*  I  had  fire-arms  properly  charged,  and  put 
in  large  sacks  or  bags  our  beds,  provisions  f,  and  culinary 
articles ;  and  also  carrying  water  in  utensils,  extended  or 
inflated  like  bladders,  resembling  a  bottle;  customs  which 
may  be  traced  to  a  very  remote  period.}: 

These  utensils  are  made  of  skins,  chiefly  of  a  red 
colour  §;  the  mouths  of  them  are  closed  by  slips  of  wood, 
that  they  may  contain  milk  and  other  liquids.  The  natives 
often  drink  from  these  without  pouring  out  what  they  hold, 
into  any  vessel.  Such  leathern  bottles  preserve  their  con- 
tents from  dust,  and  prevent  vermin  from  penetrating 
them.  They  are  of  a  dark  colour,  and  hang  up  exposed 
to  the  volume  of  smoke  which  always  envelopes  the  hut 
of  the  Arab.  They  are  alluded  to  in  Scripture  ||,  where  we 
find  they  forihed  part  of  the  articles  which  the  children 

*  Matt.  XXI.  7.  f  Joshua  ix.  11. 

i  Genesis  xliy.  1,2,3.       §  ExocL  xxv.  5.    Joshua  ix.  4. 

I)  Psalm  cxix.  83. 
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of  Israel  had  occasion  to  use  in  their  journey  through  the 
wilderness.*  These  bottles  are  so  strong,  that  they  may 
be  constantly  used  for  a  long  period ;  and  when  they  wear 
out,  they  are  carefully  patched  and  sewed  up.f  We  find, 
indeed,  that  of  such  materials  the  raiment  of  oiir  first 
parents  was  formed  |;  and  clothed  in  this  manner  were 
many  of  those  saints  who  wandered  about  $ 

Our  journey  to  Ramah,  the  ancient  Arimathea,  would 
have  been  pleasant,  had  not  such  heavy  rains  fidlen,  that 
we  were  completely  drenched.  On  departing  fit>m  Joppa, 
we  rode  along  a  narrow  winding  path,  inclosed  with  a^kind 
of  wall,  formed  by  the  cumbrous  shrub  of  the  prickly 
pear,  which  affords  one  of  the  most  firm  and  secure  fences 
imaginable.  II  We  then  travelled  for  some  time  across  the 
plain  of  Sharon,  where  flocks  were  grazinglf ;  &nd  ^  pass- 
ing a  village  observed  several  Turks  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  spinning  cotton,  and  others  employed  in 
making  baskets.  In  the  course  of  this  ride,  I  beheld  one 
of  the  most  glorious  objects  in  nature,  the  bow  of  the 
Almighty  •*,  to  the  left,  over  the  village  of  Lyddaff ;  this- 
is  about  three  miles  from  Ramah.  Here  St  Peter  preached 
and  performed  a  miracle  J^:.  From  hence  he  was  summoned 
to  Joppa,  to  accomplish  a  similar  one,  as  formerly  men- , 
tioned,  on  the  person  of  Tabitha.  The  ashes  of  St  George^ 
the  tutelar  saint  of  England,  repose  in  a  tomb  erected  at 
Lydda. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  Ramah,  in  this  direction,  is  not 
the  pkce,  as  supposed  by  many,  where  the  tyranny  and 
cruelty  of  Herod  was  exercised,  that  event  havmg  occurred 
at  a  village  near  Bethlehem,  of  which  I  shall  afterwards 
have  occasion  to  speak.  The  present  place  is  about  twelve 
miles  from  Jc^pa,  and  is  very  pleasantly  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence, in  the  middle  of  a  plain,  stretching  north  and  south ; 
there  are  several  remains  of  ancient  edifices.  The  Latin 
convent  is  a  handsome  substantial  fitbric,  clean,  with  a  quar 

*  Levit  xi.  3S.  f  Joshua  ix.  4.  (  Genesu  iii.  SI. 

§  Heb.  zL  07.  I  Hotea  ii  6.    Prov.  xv.  19. 

1 1saiah  Ixv.  10.  **  Geneua  ix.  13.  ft  AcU  ix.  88. 

II  AcU  ix.  35»  34, 35. 
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drangular  court  in  the  inside,  and  capable  of  containing  a 
number  of  monks ;  but  it  was  then  only  inhabited  by  three. 
Bucmaparte  resided  here,  and  the  chapel  was  appropriated 
.  for  his  sick  soldiers.  Here  I  took  up  my  abode,  and  waa 
kindly  received  by  the  Superior,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  and 
of  a  most  dignified  appearance ;  he  was  remarkably  active^ 
and  well-informed.  I  presented  to  him  the  patent  letter  I 
obtained  at  Rome,  which  accomplished  all  that  I  desired. 
Independent  of  this,  I  could  easily  perceive  that  the  name 
of  Briton  was  a  sufficient  recommendation  to  ensure  every 
dviUtv  in  these  religious  establishments. 

This  convent  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  the  spot 
where  the.  habitation  of  Nicodemus  stood,  and  is  called  by 
Aii  name.  The  saored  volume  informs  us  that  a  re- 
markable conference  was  held  by  our  Lord  with  Nicode^ 
mte,  on  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  without  Mich  sal- 
vation cannot  be  expected.  *  The  place  is  also  hdd  m 
high  veneration,  from  being  that  of  Joseph's  nativity, 
who  exercised  the  last  offices  of  affection  and  fidelity  in 
de^siting  the  body  of  our  Lord  in  his  own  sepulchre  f . 
. .  Bamah.  and  Lydda  were  the  two  first  places  of  the  Holy 
Land  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Crusaders.  During 
these  times  it  was  a  general  rendezvous  of  the  Christain 
warriors.  The  Bisln^  of  Normandy  publicly  offisred  up 
thanks  here  to  St,  George  the  Martyr,  for  the  army,  under 
whose  auspices  it  was  credulously  conceived  the  Crusades 
bad  hitherto  been  conducted.  The  gross'  idolatry  and 
ibUy  of  this  prayer  shows  how  the  shades  of  superstition 
were  thickening  at  that  early  period;  and  b6w  extremely  low 
the  state  of  religion  must  have  be^n. among  these  pt*ofessed 
champions  of  the  Cross*  These  thijiigs  vindicate  the  wis- 
dom and  justice  of  God  in  permitting  .  the  success  pf  the 
fi^owers  of  the  false  firopbet.  ' 

On  the  evening, of  my  arrival,  by  having  accidentalljir 
stxiod  over  a  pan  of  lighted  charcoal,  in  the  niiddle  cH  the 
cell  which  the  fiiars  had  prepared  for  me,  in  consequence 
of.  my  clothes  being  wet,  I  was  seized  with  a  most  excru- 

*'*■"'  •.  •  « 
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ciating  bead-ach,  and  so  unwell  as  to  be  obliged  next  day 
to  keep  my  bed.  This  is  the  ordinary  way  of  heating 
apartments  in  the  country,  but  if  not  cautiously  used,  deafli 
must  be  the  inevitable  consequence,  especially  if  the  door 
is  shut  with  the  charcoal  burning  when  the  inmate  retires 
to  sleep;  against  this  travellers  ^ould  be  particularly  on 
dieir  guard.  The  smell  is  very  oflfensive,  but  it  is  con- 
siderably counteracted  by  a  slice  of  lemon  thrown  into  it. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention,  that  in  the  event  of 
suspended  Miimation  from  its  effects,  it  has  been  recom- 
mended to  expose  the  person  to  pure  air ;  throw  vinegar 
or  cold  water  on  the  &ce  and  stomach ;  and  bathe  th^e  tem- 
ples and  nostrils  with  hartshorn.  After  this  the  body  should 
be  rubbed  and  covered  with  clothes. 

The  cell  was  arched,  uncommonly  clean,  and  opened 
i^n  an'  extensive  terraee  on  the  top  of  the  convent.  It 
commanded  a  view  of  the  town,  Lydda,  the  tract  leading 
to  Jerusalem,  the  ruins  about  the  village,  said,  in  short,  a 
most  magnificent  prospect  of  the  mountains  of  Judea.  The 
friars,  who  delight  in  promenading  on  this  terrace^  were 
particular  in  fisJng  my  attention  to  a  place  at  the  foot  of 
a  mountain  about  three  miles  distant,  where,  it  is  said,  iibe 
jxrc^het  Hosea  had  taken  up  his  residence. 

On  finding  myself  better,  I  visited  the  different  objects 
diat  a{^peared  interesting  at  Ramah^  and  doubfless  die 
state  of  the  weather  contributed  essentially  to  my  restor- 
ation. This  was  one  of  the  most  glorious  days  imaginable, 
the  sun  shining  brilliantiy,  vnth  a  sky  as  serene  as  I  ever 
observed  in  any  part  of  Italy,  and  a  solemn  stillness  reigned 
around*  The  smoke  from  the  villages,  along  the  sides  of 
the  mountains,  ascended  to  a  vast  he^ht,  and  assumed  the 
picturesque  form  of  trees  and  odter  visionary  objects.  Tlie 
town  appears  decayed  and  miserable,  but  the  surrounding 
country  still  retains  traces  of  culture  and  fertility.  The 
streets  ere  contemptible,  desolate,  broken  up,  and  not  more 
tiian  six  feet  in  breadth,  and  there  are  a  few  wretched- 
baiaavs  or  sliops.  Hie-friar^  have  fitde  or  no  intercourse 
with,  but  are  completely  independent  o^  the  inhabitants, 
and  securely  entrenched  in.  thdr  monastery,  the  massy 
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doors  ofn^hich  wre  kept  strongly  &stened.  Althou^  tliey 
go  little  abroad,  yet  the  view  which  is  presented  from  this 
elevated  terrace,  and  what  they  perceive  passing  in  the 
streets  below,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  curiosity.  The 
population  here  may  be  calculated  at  6000  souls,  and  there 
are  two  other  ccmvents  occupied  by  Greeks  and  Armenians. 

Local  traditions  describe  Ramah  anciently  to  have  been 
a  place  c£  vast  extent  and  magnificence,  inclosed  with 
fortifications.  The  ruiiis  of  a  church  reminded  me  of  those 
of  the  cathedral  of  St  Andrew's  in  Scotland,  which  are 
situated  about  a  mile  beyond  the  present  walls,  and  said 
at  one  period  to  have  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The 
lofly  tower  attached  to  this  edifice  was  about  two  years 
ago  shattered  by  lightning,  which  renders  the  ascent 
hazardous; -but  the  prospect  presented  of  the  town  and 
its  ruins;  the  shepherds  playing  upon  pipes  as  tbey  at- 
t^id  their  flocks,  a  circumstance  in  itself  so. calculated  to 
awaken  pleasing*  emotions,  and  the  extensive  view  of  the 
plains  and  the  whole  surrounding  country,  with  the  sear* 
coast  and  Joppa,  are  so  delightful,  that  it  amply  rqiays 
any  risk  which  may  be  encountered  in  mounting  to  the 
summit  of  this  elevation. 

Near  these  rums  I  was  shewn  the  remains  of  another 
church,  said  to  have  been  built  by  St.  Helena,  wlu>  is  the 
otgect  of  high  estimation  on  the  part  of  the  fiiars;  and 
upon  her  memorable  joun^y  to  Jerusalem,  the  Greek  and 
Latin  monks  believe  she  found  the  true  cross  on  which  our 
Lord  was  crucified.  At  a  short  distance,  also,  from  Ra- 
mah, the  spot  is  pointed  out  where  Samson  by  his  won- 
derful strength  destroyed  the  Philistines.  Sonle  idea  of 
the  mode  of  building  in  those  days  may  be  formed,  by 
what  we  read  of  the  multitude  of  people  sacrificed,  by  one 
of  the  columns,  on  which  th6  edifice  was  erected,  haying 
been  removed  by  Samson.  '^ 

After  inspecting  every  object  meriting  attention  at  Ramah 
and  its  vicinity,  I  became  impatient  to  pursue  my  course 
to  Jerusalem ;  and  accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist 

♦  Judges  XTi.  S7. 
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of  Febmaiy,  I  set  oitl  with.n  guide^  oa  nmles,  attexkkd 
by  my  servant  and  a  dome$tic  of  the  conv^it,  who  waa 
carrying,  dispatches  to  that  city.  At  sun-rise  I  dep^xf^ 
with  feelingis  which  I  am  altogether  incompetent  to  de« 
scribe*  For  about  five  miles  the  road  was  very  unplea^ 
sant^  and  so  swampy  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  drive 
the  mules  along*  It  lay  across  an  extensive  plain»  where 
the  husbandmen  with  ploaghs,  in  a^  state  of  patriarchal 
rudeness,  were  tilling  the  soil,  strewing  first  the  sm&oe 
with  the  seed,  and  then  ploughing  it  in.  The  peasants 
engaged  in  this  cultivation  were  in  general  armed;  but 
whether  this  was  the  usage  of  the  country,  or  to  affi>rd 
them  protection  from  being  robbed  of  their  com,  I  cannot 
presume  to  determine.  Acts  of  robbery,  however,  of  the 
seed  of  die  husbandmen  was,  indeed,  an  ancient  practice^ 
and  is  referred  to  in  various  parts  of  Scripture.  *  After 
haviug  crossed  this  plain,  I  entered  a  labyrinth, among.the 
mountains,  or  a  pass  called  die  Valley  of  Jeremiah.  The 
sides  were  steep,  and  clothed  with  a  shaggy  covering  of 
brushwood ;  amidst  these  a  few  scattered  flocks  of  goats^ 
guiQrdcd  by  ferocious  lodging  ArabSf  almost  in  a  state  d 
nakedness,  pick  the  scanty  pastures.  It  is  inq)Q5sible  to 
conceive  any  ravine  more  wild  and  romantic,  nay,  ter- 
rific, than  this  very  deep  winding  place.  The  path  waa 
often  along  sharp  pointed  rocks,  and  so  extremely  narrow^ 
that  I  fi>und  it  difficult  to  force  my  myle  through  them; 
and  viewed  fitim  a  distance,  they  impress  the  traveller  with 
a  belief  of  the  utter  impracticability  of  going  forward,  as 
they  appear  to  be  perpendicular.  This  I  am  inclined  tO'. 
believe  was  not  the  tract  which  was  taken  by  the  apostle 
Paul,  when  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  from  the  coast,  as  he^ 
appears  to  have  travelled  in  some  conveyance  moved  on 
wheelsf ;  for,  it  is  so  far  from  being  in  any  degree  pos» 
sible  to  draw  one  along,  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  great  exer-^ 
tion  is  necessary  for  travellers  to  get  forward  their  mules* 
llie  whole  place  appears  as  if  it  had  been  created  for  the 
haunt  of  banditti,  for  none  can  be  conceived  more  favour-- 

*  1  Bamud  zziii.  U    Psalm  cxxvL  S^  6.  t  Acta  xxi.  15. 
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ikAt;  the  tnnrdikr  passes  along  in  aknce^  jMSd  looks 
luxHind  him  tnid^r  a  constant  appi^enskm  of  danger,  with 
the  tt^ger  of  his  fire-anns  prepared  to  spring  at  a  monient^ 
in  case  (tf  attack.  I  was  und^  oonskkraUe  agitation, 
though  I  met  with  no  kind  of  molestation.  I  was  almost 
overpowered  with  fiuigne,  by  traversing  a  tract  so  d^Bcnlt 
mid  dbreary,  where  an  awfiil,  solemn  stillness  reigns;  not 
even  broken  by  die  whistling  of  a  burd ;  and  the  mountains 
in' many  parts  overiiang  the  tract*  in  shor^  I  may  ven- 
tui^  to  affirm,  it  is  iiSQ)os»ble  for  any  pen  to  convey  a 
I^Vop^r  description,  or  the  pencil  to  give  a  proper  ddinea* 
^n  ti  this  fr^htfid  place.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the 
mountains,  and  looking  ba^dk,  I  perceived  d»tincdy  the 
<!icdan,  Joppa,  and  the  plain  I  had  traversed  leading  from 
it  to  Ramah. 

•  Ob  arrivmg  at*  the  saa&  village  of  Bugos,  a  party*  of 
Arabs  drew  up  across  tiie  road,  apparentiy  in  a  hostile 
llHitude^-  and  prevented  me  from  proceeding  further. 
1rhey«&^t  put  a  number  of  questions,  examined  the  pass- 
port! obtained  at  Joppa,  and  finding  I  was  an  Englishman, 
fifted  up 'aaid  waved  thehr  hands,  which  I  considered  as 
equivalent  .to  the  characteriistio  httfiza  of  the  British.  There 
waff  i^fterwards  demanded  a  s%ht  of  my  pistols  and  sabre, 
aiticles  cai^ied  by  a  traveller,  which  always  attract  par- 
tjcuhur  titX0RiSxmr  In  the  East,  and  I  was  then  pennitted  to 
go  on*  Hiese  Arate  were  of  a  swarthy  compleoticm,  with 
i^rkSng  eyes  and  white  teeth ;  diey  appear  to  hate  ike 
Turks.  Some  of  them.had  a  very  wild  aspect,  and  were 
clo&ed  m  goat  ^dns  ^  bpeh  at  the  ned^  without  stoddngs, 
and  tiidi#  feet  in  slippers,  with  a  shdbby  turban,  on  their 
heads,  and  a  girdle  round H&e body.  It  is  said  to  beat 
tkis  "tillage  that  Jeremiah  resided*  The  tnins  of  a  chui^ 
at  the  spot  where  we  were  desired  to  halt  by  this  band, 
was  pointed  out  as  havmg  been  consecrated  to  this  distin- 
guished prophet 

On  leaving  this  village  I  travelled  aloqg  the  most  rugg^ 
pMiL  I  ev^  encountered,  and  entofed  the  valley  of  Elah,  cde- 

♦  Hcb.  ad.  3T,  Ss, 
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brated  as  the  place  of  aedon  between  Saul  and  die  I%i- 
listines*,  which  was  followed  by  a  remarkable  victory* 
The  local  situation  of  this  place  corresponds  exactly  with 
die  description  ^Ten  of  it  in  Scripture*  I  then  crossed 
liie  bed  of  the  torrent  from  whidi  Darid  selected  the  stones, 
with  one  of  which  he  slew  Goliath,  who  dared  to  defy  the 
power  of  the  anhies^of  the  God  of  Israel,  f  After  passing 
this  intieiesting  scene  much  exhausted,  havnig  rode  fix>m 
sdn-rise  to  sun-set^  the  tract  or  way  became  very  elevxtcd ; 
when,  on  a  sudden  torn,  and  at  the  summit  of  it,  Jerusa* 
ussi,  whidi  appeared  to  be  compact :(,!  burst,  asit  wer^ 
into  view.  Thus,  the  ardent  d^re  I  had  long  expressed 
to  behold' so  interesting  a  spot  before  I  laid  my  head  on 
the  bed  of  death,  was  now  realized.     > 

Any  laugitage  that  I  eoidd  lise  woidd^fall  infinitely  short 
of  convejdng  to  the  nrnid  of  the  reader,  the^  emotimis  with 
which  I  was  ^  seized  on  beholding  the  holy  dty,  wstfa  its 
towers,,  minarets,  mosques,  monasteries,  and  in^particular^ 
the  dome  over  the  chiirdi  of  the  Hdy  Sepulchre,-spilrid]iig 
unda*  the  setting  (^  a  glorioib  sun.  On  this  spot  the  voice 
of  theeternri  himself  sounded ;  Ihe  great  Redeemer  pro- 
daimed  his  ^iv&iity,  and  shed  his  pirei^iotts  blood  on  the 
crossj  as  a  voluntary  sacrifice  to  ddasfy  the  cififended  justice 
of  E^venj  fisr  that  violaticn  xsi  the  law  which  had  been 
committed  by  man,  thus  making  recdndlation  between  die 
Creator  and  the  creature,  and  establisUng  that  happmess 
wUdi  is  everlasting.  At  this  nev^-^to-bcnfdrgotten  mo«- 
ment,  I  tras  thrown  into  a  transport  of  holy  awe  and  ^y, 
which  elevated  my  heart.  As  by  an  immediate  impidse,  :I 
leaped'  from  my  mnle,  threw  off.  my  sho^$,  and  fitHi^g 
do\^  in  hilmiMty' saluted  the  ground,  exckAmng,  <<  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to»* 
wards' mehw" 

•  On  this  occasiob  I  could  not  finl  to  contemplate  with 
feelings  of  the  deepest  gratitude,  how  nmdi  a  gracious 
I^rovidence  had  .watched  over  me  through  ail  the  difficulties 


*  1  Samud  xvii.  ^,5.  f  1  Samiiel  xvii.  4a  45,  46.  49. 
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and  dangers  to  which  I  had  been  exposed  by  sea  and  land, 
smoe  I  left  my  native  country,  and  in  conferring  the  dis- 
tinguished hoiiour  of  permitting  me  to  behold  a  place 
where  transactions  of  a  more  awAil  nature,  connected  with 
the  eternal  interests  of  mankind,  had  taken  place,-  than  in 
any  other  region  imder  the  canopy  of  heaven.  These  ever 
memorable  events,  with  the  sublime  and  gk)rious  language 
of  the  book  of  truth,  which  fell  firom  the  lips  of  Him  who 
spake  and  also  performed  such  works  as  never  man  did, 
rushed  upon  my  mind,  and  rivetted  me  to  the  spot  in  silent 
adoration,  under  the  impression  of  a  sense  of  unworthiness 
to  tread  a  soil  so  eminently  sacred. 

I  am  aware  that  some  of  my  readers,  and  perhaps  even 
those  of  a  serious  frame  of  mind,  may  be  surprised  at  the 
strong  language  I  find  myself  impelled  to  employ,  in  order 
to  convey  an  idea  of  the  sensations  I  experienced,  in  survey- 
ing plJBU^es  connected  with  those  objects  and  events,  which 
must  ever  be  regarded  by  believers  as  the  most  grand  and 
interesting.  To  guard,  however,  agamst  misapprehension, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  I  wish  not  to  lose  sight 
of  considerations  adapted  to  check  presumption  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  prevent  the  wildness  of  superstition  on 
the  other.  Those  delightful  feelings  which  absorbed  my 
mind  in  the  situations  referred  to,  I  do  not  consider  as 
inseparably  connected  with  the  view  of  such  interesting 
places.  There  indeed  arises  a  natural  connection,  from 
what  is  called  the  association  of  ideas ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered, to  the  disgrace  and  humiliation  of  human 
nature,  that  many  have  been  witnesses,  not  only  of  this 
country,  but  of  the  divine  appearances  and  transactions 
referred  to,  under  no  feelings  at  all,  but  those  of  stupidity 
and  wickedness. 

I  hope,  however,  that  I  may  be  permitted,  without  the 
charge  of  arrogance  and  vanity,  to  acknowledge  it  as  a 
favour  on  the  pari  of  Divine  Providence,  that  I  was  ele- 
vated in  the  manner  I  have  narrated,  while  passing  over  this 
sacred  ground.  It  is  still  ferther  to  be  considered,  that  those 
Christians  who  have  never  themselves  beheld  this  sacred 
spoti  though  it  is  at  present,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of 
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God  iearfiilly  laid  w&ste,  may,  by  the  lively  exercise  of 
faith  connected  with  the  word  and  institutions  of  the  Gos- 
pel, rise  to  the  most  exalted  and  powerful  views  of  the  glorir 
ous  objects  of  their  confidence,  and  the  sources  of  supreme 
delight,  and  thus  experience  the  fulfilment  of  those  expres- 
sions of  the  true  and  faithful  witnesses,  ^^  Blessed  are  they 
that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 

After  being  arrested  here  for  some  time,  in  contem- 
plation, and  admiring  the  grandeur  of  the  city,  I  mounted 
the  mule,  and  proceeding  with  my  little  cavalcade,  gazing 
sted&stly  on  the  city  and  surrounding  country,  entered  its 
gates  with  thanksgiving,  but  no  exactions,  as  anticipated, 
were  made*  I  was  conducted  by  my  guide  to  the  convent 
of  the  Franciscans,  repeating  one  expression  of  Scripture 
which  occurred  at  the  moment  of  alighting  from  my  mule.* 
A  massy  door,  formed  partly  of  wood  and  iron,  was 
opened,  and  instantly  shut  on  my  dismounting.  I  was 
kindly  received  by  the  friars  in  a  body,  who  conducted  me 
to  a  narrow  cell,  in  a  long  gallery,  with  a  window,  con- 
sisting of  four  panes  of  glass,  and  without  a  chimney. 
Here  I  found  only  an  antiquated  table  and  chair,  with  the 
frame  of  a  bed,  so  extremely  short  as  hardly  of  sufficient 
length  to  stretch  myself  f,  on  which  I  threw  my  couch,  and 
worn  out  with  the  labours  of  this  day,  enjoyed  a  comfort- 
able repose  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning  I  was  waited  upon  by  several  of  the 
friars,  to  convey  the  congratulations  of  the  Grand  Supe- 
rior of  the  convent,  as  he  was  called,  on  my  arrival;  they 
ofiered  to  render  me  any  assistance ;  and  I  shewed  them 
the  letter  I  had  received  from  Rome,  to  which  the  highest 
possible  respect  was  paid,  and  taken  to  the  Superior  for 
his  perusal.  The  Dragoman  and  Janissary,  with  a  guide, 
afterwards  entered,  pressing  their  services,  explaining  the 
objects  usually  pointed  out,  and  addressing  me  sometimes 
by  the  title  of  "  Your  Highness,"  at  others,  "  My  Lord 
Cavalier,"   and  often  by   "  Your  Excellency."     By  the 

*  Psalm  cxxii.  2.  f  Isaiah  xxna,so. 
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offidousness  of  one  old  brother,  I  was  gteady  annoyed; 
he  riemained  constantly  sitting  in  my  apartment  tendering 
his  services,  and  putting  a  thousand  questions*  It  was 
with  extreme  difficulty  I  could  secure  a. <]piiet  moment  to 
write  down  a  few  notes  of  my  journey  from  J(^pa  to  Jeru- 
salem. 


Ill 


CHAP.  XII. 

PALESTINE. — ^JSRUSAtBM.  —  SITUATION. — HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 

FRANCISCAN  CONVENT.  —  WALK    ROUND    THE    WALLS«*OF 

THE  CITY. —  VISIT  TO  THE  MOUNT  OF  OLIVES.— SHAPE  OF 
THE  FOOT  OF  CHRIST  ON  ITS  SUMMIT.  —  GARDEN    OF    GETH- 

'    SEMANE.  —  OTHER  SACRED  PLACES.  —  REFLECTIONS. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  consideration  of  Jerusalem^  it 
may  be  observed,  that  the  whole  of  Palestine,  in  general,  is 
a  rocky  country.  This  fact  appears  to  be  strongly  con- 
firmed by  revelation ;  for  we  find  that  Moses,  in  travelling 
through  the  wilderness,  called  upon  the  children  of  Israel 
to  mark  the  contrast  between  the  low  or  flat  land  they 
had  abandoned,  and  that  on  which  they  were  then  about  to 
enter.  * 

The  description  of  the  capital  of  this  country,  which 
God  himself  had  so  specially  set  apart  for  his  seat,  has 
been  so  much  exhausted  by  travellers,  that  it  may  be 
almost  considered  presumption  on  my  part,  to  offer  a 
single  observation  respecting  it. 

Though  long  stripped  of  its  ancient  beauty,  it  may 
still  be  ranked  as  a  considerable  city.  It  appears  to  be  in 
the  form  of  a  triangle,  and  is  situated  on  a  rocky  emi- 
nence, with  steep  ascents  on  all  sides,  and  at  the  south  end 
of  a  large  plain,  extending  northward  to  Samaria,  in- 
closed with  walls,  which,  in  some  parts,  may  be  150  fee^ 
in  height,  encompassed  by  a  deep  valley,  enveloped  with 
mountains.t  From  a  distance  it  presents  a  most  imposing 
appearance;  but  internally,  ruins,  wretchedness,  deso- 
lation, narrow  streets,  filthy  bazars,  and  a  few  relics  of 
sculpture  appear  to  be  all  the  evidence  of  its  former  gran- 

*  Deut.  xi.  10,  II.  t  Pwlm  cxxv.  2. 
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deur.  It  contains  six  gates,  which  are  regularly  shut  at 
sun-set.  To  the  north  is  the  holy  sepuldire.  Mount  SSon 
to  the  south,  and  to  the  east  is  the  place  where  the  temple 
of  Solomon  formerly  stood. 

Jerusalem  is  supposed  to  owe  its  origin  to  Melchisede^ 
the  high  priest,  by  whom  it  was  founded  2000  years  before 
the  advent  of  Jesus  Christ.    During  the  century  after  its 
foundation,  it  was  captured  by  the  Jebusites,  who  extended 
the  walls,  and  constructed  a  castle,  or  citadel,  on  mount 
Sion.     It   was   taken   from  them,   by   the  command   of 
Joshua;  but  they   long  held  possession  of  the  fortress^ 
nor   was   it  established  as  the  capital   of  Israel  till  the 
time  of  David.     All  its  magnificence  arose  from  the  pow<* 
erful  operations   of  his  son   Solomon,   who   adorned   it 
with  sumptupus .  edifices,   and,  above  all,  with  a  temple, 
which  has  in  no  age  been  excelled  in  point  of  splendor 
.  and  magnitude. .  In  the  time  of  Rehoboam  the  city  was 
stormed,  and  plundered  by  the  king  of  Egypt;  and  also 
about  150  years  after,  by  Joash,  king  of  Israel.    During 
the  reign  of  Manasseh,  it  was  besieged  and  taken  by  the 
Assyrians,  when  that  idolatrous  king  was  carried  captive 
to  Babylon.     But  its  destruction  was  not  effected  till  .the 
time  of  Zedekiah,  when  Nebuchadnezzar  razed  the  fortifica^ 
tions,  burned  the  temple,  and  carried  the  inhabitants  as 
prisoners,  to  add  to  the  population  of  his  own  capital. 
Seventy  years  after,  fliey   were  restored,   and  2^robabel 
be^n  to  build  the  sacred  structure.     Alexander  the  Great 
could  not  be  said  to  have  taken  it,  since  the  place  sub- 
mitted to  him  ;  he   entered    as   a    friend,    and    offered 
sacrifices   in   the  temple.     It  was  sacked  by  Antiochus, 
who  profaned  the  holy  city,  by  placing  there  the  image  of 
Jupiter.     The  Maccabees,  who  restored  the  independence 
of  their  country,  rescued  it  from  the  oppressor ;  but  a  con- 
test between  their  descendants,  gave  the  Romans  an  op- 
portunity of  interfering,  and   Pompey  became  master  of 
Jerusalem.    Judea  revolting  fix)m  the  yoke  of  Roman 
tyrants,  was  besieged  by  Titus,  captured  and  totally  de- 
stroyed.    Adrian,  however,  began  a  new  city  on  the  ruins, 
which  is   supposed  to  be  the  present  one.     But   it  was 
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Constantine,  and  his  mother,  Helena,  who  restored  the 
worship  of  God:  The  Caliph  Omar,  the  third  ih  suc- 
cession from  Mahomet,  was  the  next  conqueror.  In  the 
holy  wars  it  was  taken  in  the  great  crusade  by  Godfrey  of 
Bouillon,  and  again  became  the  capital  of  a  kingdom,  when 
'  the  standard  of  the  cross  was  displayed  triumphantly  on  its 
walls ;  but  in  the  year  1217,  it  was  abolished,  since  which 
period,  "  the  city  of  the  Lord'*  has  remained  only  the 
capital  of  a  Turkish  province. 

On  the  morning  dler  my  arrival,  I  walked  round  the 
outside  of  the  walls,  ^^  to  mark  its  bulwarks,  and  tell  the 
towers  thereof,"*  as  they  at  present  exist,  to  acquire  a 
general  idea  of  its  extent,  and  the  aspect  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  I  went  out  by  the  gate  of  Bethlehem, 
having  the  pool  of  Siloam  on  my  right  hand  in  the  valley; 
and  on  turning  to  the  left,  at  Mount  Sion,  the  valley  of 
Jehoshaphat  was  below  me.f  In  proceeding,  I  had  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  which  rises  on  the  east  of  Jerusalem,  in 
front,  and  returned  to  the  city  by  the  gate  of  St.  Stephen. 
I  apprehend  the  circuit  of  the  whole  walls  does  not  ex- 
ceed three  miles,  and  the  breadth  of  the  city  may  extend 
to  more  than  half  a  mile.  It  may,  therefore,  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  populous  place,  considering  its  exfent, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  being  estimated  at  about  25,000. 
I  had,  particularly,  occasion  to  observe  the  husbandman 
occupied  with  the  plough  on  Zion;  thus  bearing  most 
strildng  testimony  to  the  prediction  of  ihe  prophet:^ 

Having  refreshed  myself  after  thb  walk,  I  set  out,  with 
my  interpreter  and  guide,  to  inspect  the  various  sacred 
places  in  detail.  Leaving  the  city  at  the  gate  of  St. 
Stephen,  I  was  conducted  to  the  spot  nearly  contiguous, 
where  it  is  considered  he  suffered  martyrdom.  $  I  was 
then  shown  the  church  of  the  sepulchre  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  situated  in  the  valley  between  the  Mount  of  Olives 
and  Jerusalem,  founded  by  St.  Helena.  This  is  a  small 
square  building,  flat  on  the  roof,  with  a  door  on  the  south 

•  Ptalm  xlviii.  13, 15.       t  Zech.  xtv.  4.        %  Micah  iii.  12. 

$  Acts  ?ii.  56.  59. 
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«ides  by  whkh  there  is  a  cfescent  into  tbe  interior  by  step% 
having  on  the  right  hand  a  small  chapel,  with  the  tomb  of 
Su  Ann,  the  mother  of  Mary.  On  the  left,  is  another  simi^ 
lar  to  the  former,  where  Joseph,  the  husband  of  the  latter^ 
was  interred.  Eighteen  lamps  were  burning  in  these 
diapels.  Althou^  the  authenticity  of  such  asserti<ms 
dqpends  on  the  prpb^ilities  of  tradition,  yet  tbe  solemjQi 
stillness  of  the  place,  the  sepuldiral  gloom,  and,  above 
all,  the  associations  which  are  calculated  to  affect  the  mind 
in  seeing  every  pbject  about  this  City,  combined  to  render 
a  visit  to  this  consecrated  spot  so  deeply  interesting,  that  a 
traveller  of  the  least  sensibility  never  can  forget  it 

I  next  passed  along  a  small  bridge  thrown  over  the 
Cedron,  and  proceeded  to  the  Mount  of  Olives.  When 
I  had  ascended  about  half  way  towards  the  summit,  I 
came  to  several  grottos,  excavated  labyrinthically  in  the 
rock.  Higher  up  is  another  cavern,  or  subterraneous 
church,  as  it  is  now  formed,  consisting  of  several  arched 
vaults,  where  the  Apostles  composed  the  creed  bearing 
their  name:  but  this  is  almost  filled  with  rubbish.  About 
fifty  yards  farther,  the  spot  is  pointed  out  where  our  Lor4 
looked  down  upon  Jerusalem  in  grief,  and  pronounced 
that  ever-memorable  prophecy  which  has  been  so  awfuUy 
and  strikin^y  fulfilled.*  In  some  parts  of  this  Mount  a 
dight  echo  is  produced. 

A  litde  to  the  right  ^f  this  most  impressive  situation, 
our  Lord  dictated  to  his  disciples  that  highly  sublime  and 
comprehensive  form  of  prayer,  to  equal  which,  all  the 
learning  and  talent  which  have  been  employed  in  the  com«- 
position  of  human  liturgies  are  as  nothing. 

Now  was  I  to  attempt  to  describe  only  in  part,  the  pecu- 
liar sensations  I  experienced  at  the  moment  whai  standing 
on  the  very  ground  which  bad  been  trodden  by  the  sacred 
feet  of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  all  that  language  c^uld 
express  would  fall  infinitely  short  The  waj^est  glow  of 
inexpressible  deljght  arose  in  my  heast,  of  that  solemn 
nature  of  which  a  reader  can  form  no  just  conception.     It 

*  Mark  xiii.^.    JUike  xix.  41—45. 
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beat  with  emotions^  that  it  had  at  no  former  period  eor. 
joyed ;  a  gratification,  indeed,  more  pure  than  can  possibly 
be  derived  from  the  corporeal  senses.  In  fact,  I  was  extn- 
Gated  as  it  were  fi*om  the  mortal  vestment  of  the  body,  and 
absorbed  in  the  raptnres  of  a  more  holy  life.  I  must  not, 
however,  trust  to  an  ineffectual  pen  to  describe  the  de- 
lightful feelings  I  enjoyed  on  this  occasion.  To  taste  that 
exalted  pleasure  of  which  I  partook  oj^l  this  sanctified 
ground,  the  reader  must  not  only  possess  a  heart,  since^re 
in  the  belief  of  Divine  Revelation,  but  stand  on  ^e 
identical  spot,  and  be  favored  with  a  vivid  i^age  of  the 
great  and  glorious  labours  of  redemption,  which  were 
accomplished  t^ere  by  Jesus  Christ,  before  the  eyes  of 
those  who  were  witnesses  of  his  exalted  power,  clemency, 
and  diarity.  If  I  then  fiQd  myself  so  totally  inadequate  to 
relate  what  I  experienced  in  this  lower  part  of  the  Moiinty 
how  Sjhall  I  express  all  that  rushed  upon  my  soul  when  I 
reached  the  summit  of  it,  which  had  been  eminently  blessed 
l^y  hjs  glorious  presence. 

.  I  observed  on  the  top  of  the  Mount  the'  remains  pf  a 
$mall  church  or  ch^el,  in  the  octagon  form?  with  a  cu- 
pola, denominated.  The  Ascension.  This  'was  built  by  St. 
^ejena,  who,  through  the  ipeans  of  her  son  Constantiney 
/pay  .be  o^sidered  as  possessed  of  the  treasares  pf.th)^ 
Rpman  world,  and  has  lefi  behind  her,  not  only  in  and 
about  Jerusalem,  but  in  other  parts,  which  I  shall  aft^* 
wards  hate  occasion  to  notice  iQore  p^iticMlarly,  innu- 
merable monuments  of  her  faith  and  labours  of  love** 
Here  .there  is  shown  the  impression  of  the  left  foot,  or 
sandal  of  a  mans  which  is  ten  inches  in  length  and  four  in 
breadth,  made  on  a  rock  or  stone,  said  to  be  that  of  our 
Saviour  on  ascending  to  heaven ;  this  is  devoutly  salut^  by 
idlgi^ims,  and,  as  an  object  of  curiosity,  I  .took  an  outline 
jof  it. 

Although  I  entertain  doubts  as  to  the  authenticity  of  this 
£ict,  yet  candour  obliges  me  to  admit,  it  may  not  after  all 
be  improbable  that  those  who  witnessed  die  ascension  of 

*  Hete.  vi.  10. 
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our  Lord,  might,  in  their  zeal  to  retain  the  memorial  of  an 
event  so  remarkable,  trace  an  outline  on  the  last  spot  of 
the  earth  which  had  been  touched  by  his  sacred  feet* 
Admitting,  therefore,  such  outline  was  formed  to  mark  the 
place,  it  would  appear  that  he  stood  with  his  left  hand 
towards  Jerusalem,  a  most  appalling  sign,  and  that  his 
fiice  was  directed  towards  the  north. 

No  person  in  the  slightest  degree  acquainted  with  a 
knowledge  of  Scripture,  can  stand  on  this  commanding 
elevation,  from  which  the  most  perfectMew  of  Jerusalem* 
underneath  it  and  the  surrounding  country  is  presented, 
without  perceiving  that  boundless  field  which  opens  for 
contemplating  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  .the  omnipotent 
Creator  of  all  things.  The  infinite  variety  of  stupendous 
and  miraculous  events  which  occurred  on  this  chosen 
part  of  the  earth  during  past  ages,  demonstrative  of  his 
power,  and  marked  as  die  seat  of  the  redemption  of  the 
human  race,  besides  the  pinnacle  of  this  mountain,  the 
very  spot  where  our  Lord,  triumjdbing  over  death  and  the 
grave,  ascended  to  heaven.  I  say  these  are  consider- 
ations most  strikingly  calculated  to  stamp  upon  the  soul 
feelings  of  profound  veneration.  I  have  to  deplore  that 
such  a  country  should  be  under  the  dominion  of  men 
who  worship  an  impostor,  and  in  whose  hearts  there  is  a 
deiAlly  hatred  against  those  who  offer  up  adoration  to  that 
Great  Being,  as  the  only  name  under  heaven  by  whom 
the  salvation  of  their  immortal  souls  can  possibly  be  ac- 
complished. 

The  most  elegant  building  of  all  at  Jerusalem  in  point 
of  architecture,  and  which  is  peculiarly  striking,  is  the 
mosque  I  formerly  mentioned,  or  what  has  been  impro- 
perly called  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  from  the  fact  of  that 
edifice  having  been  founded  on  the  spot  It  stands  directly 
in  fix>nt  of  the  Mount,  on  which  I  saw  several  persons 
occupied  in  painting  and  ornamenting. 

This  leads  me  to  observe,  that  nothing  is  considered 
more  difiicult  than  for  a  Christian  to  enter  any  mosque; 

•  Rev.  XXI.  10. 
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indeed,  If  he  does  obtain  admittance^  he  runs  the  hazard  of 
losing  his  head,  since  it  is  considered  by  the  Mahomedans 
that  he  pollutes  the  place  by  his  presence.  Instances^ 
however,  have  occurred,  under  peculiar  circumstances, 
where  admission  was  obtained.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had 
been  allowed  to'  go  into  this  mosque,  so  also  was  a  medical 
gentleman  who  travelled  with  Lord  Belmore,  from  having 
preferred  this  privilege  to  receiving  presents  which  had 
been  offered  him  by  Omar  Effendi,  Capo  Verde  at  Jeru- 
salem, for  having  performed  some  operations  in  removing  a 
complaint  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted.  One  celebrated 
traveller,  I  heard,  had  found  his  way  into  the  temple  with- 
out permission,  by  disguising  himself;  he  affected  to  go 
through  the  Mahomedan  mode  of  worship,  but  having 
been  discovered,  after  he  had  left  the  place,  and  returned 
to  the  Franciscan  convent,  he  was  assailed  there  by  a  parly 
of  Turks,  and  considerable  apprehensions  being  entertained 
for  his  personal  safety,  he  made  a  hasty  and  secret  de- 
parture from  Jerusalem.  Here  I  should  observe  that  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Mahomedan  religion,  the  site  of  So- 
lomon's Temple  appears  to  have  been  held  in  great  vener- 
ation by  the  disciples  of  the  Impostor,  and  history  records 
that  it  was  for  some  time  undecided,  whether  it  should  not 
be  built  on  that  spot  to  which  all  his  followers  were  to 
turn  their  &ces  in  prayer,  as  they  now  do  towards  the  Ara^- 
bian  temple  at  Mecca. 

The  general  view  of  Judea  from  the  summit  of  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  reminded  me  of  many  parts  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  from  the  number  of  hills,  like  an 
ocean  fixed  into  solidity  when  heaving  in  its  wildest  fury, 
presenting  themselves  on  all  sides.  In  turning  round,  the 
eye  perceives,  in  a  southern  direction,  at  a  great  distance, 
the  stupendous  mountains  from  which  the  children  of  Israel 
had  the  first  view  of  the  Land  of  Promise.  Fart  of  these 
appear  to  overhang  the  Dead  Sea,  which  exhibits  a  scene 
of  awful  desolation  and  silence. 

In  descending  the  Mount,  I  observed  olive  trees  scat* 
tered  along  the  sides  of  it,  some  of  which  had  the  appear- 
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aiioe  of  considerable  antiquity.  The  olive  is  of  unknown 
durability,  and  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Athens  abounds  with  groves  of  these  trees,  which 
are  older  than  the  most  antient  monuments  of  that  vener- 
able  city. 

I  now  came  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane,  which  is 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount,  and  near  the  Brook 
Cedroh.  It  is  a  piece  of  ground  surrounded  by  a  coarse 
loose  wall  of  a  few  feet  in  height,  and  about  the  third  part 
of  an  acre  in  extent.  There  are  seven  olive  trees  of 
enormous  magnitude  remaining,  and  separate  from  each 
other,  smd  to  have  been  in  existence  since  the  time  of  our 
Lord;  they  are  highly  venerated  by  the  Christians,  who 
consider  any  attempt  to  cut  or  injure  them  as  amounting  to 
an  act  of  profanation.  Should  a  Catholic  be  known  to 
pluck  any  of  the  leaves,  it  subjects  him  to  a  sentence  of  ex- 
communication from  church  privileges.  Beads  are  made 
of  the  stone  of  the  olive;  and  a  string  of  diem  was  given  me 
by  one  of  the  monks  of  the  convent,  who  mentioned  it  was 
the  most  sacred  object  that  could  possibly  be  presented  to 
a  traveller. 

It  was  to  this  garden  that  our  Saviour  had  occasion  to 
resort  with  his  disciples  to  engage  in  prayer  and  devotional 
meditation,  and  a  view  of  it  is  well  calculated  to  impress 
the  Christian  mind  with  the  deiiepest  I'eligious  awe  and 
veneration,  especially  when  contemplating  that  agony  whidi 
his  soul  experienced. 

At  the  upper  end  is  the  place  whefe  the  Apbstles  Peter, 
Jfathes,  and  John,  fell  asleep  during  the  passion  of  their 
divine  Master ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  garclen,  the  spot 
where  Judas  betrayed  him.  *  Many  other  interesting  places 
and  grottos  were  pointed  out,  but  diese  1  ^litill  not  mention.. 

I  cannot  leave  this  part  of  my  narrative  WitJiout  observ- 
ing, that  on  walking  over  the  garden  1  was  Strongly  im- 
presised  with  a  belief  that  at  such  a  perfod  ttiis  place  might 
have  contained  tombs,  since  it  was  an  antient  practice  to 

(Commit  the  ashes  of  the  dead  in  gardens.     In  this  idea  I 

• 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  25.  56.  40.    Mark  xiv.  44.    Jphn  xviii.  2. 
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apprehend  I  am  sanctioned  by  Revelation.*  The  body  of 
our  Lord  was  laid  in  a  garden  f,  and  it  may  be  added, 
that  at  the  present  day  the  Jews  ornament  their  church- 
yards like  gardens,  and  have  recourse  to  them  to  ex- 
ercise acts  of  devotion.  It  is  a  singular  circumstance,  that 
those  who  undertake  to  point  out  to  travellers  histories  of 
events  given  in  Scripture,  describe  these  as  having  prin- 
cipally taken  place  in  grottos  or  underground.  This 
shall  be  further  shewn  in  the  sequel. 
.  Such  representations,  I  admit,  had  the  effect  of  weakening 
ray  faith  in  the  credibility  of  the  guides ;  nor  can  any  per- 
son divest  himself  of  the  idea  that  there  must  be  something 
approaching  to  deception  in  many  of  their  representations, 
since,  among  the  early  Christians,  we  do  not  find  that  any 
degree  of  importance  whatever  was  attached  to  the  places 
which  had  been  the  scenes  of  the  events  above  alluded  to: 
and  when  we  take  into  consideration  how  much  the  Chris- 
tian priesthood  about  Jerusalem,  have  been  for  a  series  of 
ages  engaged  in  deriving  a  considerable  emolument  from 
pilgrims,  in  consequence  of  their  explanations  of  the  holy 
places,  we  can  hardly  refrain  from  entertaining  doubts,  that 
they  select  spots  the  most  striking,  in  preference  to  search* 
ing  with  great  antiquarian  accuracy  for  those  which  are 
indisputably  authentic* 

*  2  Kings  xxL  26.    Isuah  Ixv.  5.  t  John  xix.  41. 
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JERUSALEM  CONTINUED. — VALLEY  OP  JEHOSHAPHAT. —  PIT  Of 
NEHEMIAR.  —  ISAIAH  SAWN  ASUNDER.  —  POOL  OP  SILOAM. 
—  PLACE  WHERE  JUDAS  HANGED  HIMSELP.  —  TOMBS  OP  ZE- 
CHARIAH  AND  ABSALOM.  —  ANTIPATHY  OF  JEWS.  —  JEA- 
LOUSY OP  ENGLISHMEN  IN  MAKING  EXCAVATIONS.  —  BURY- 
ING GROUND  OP  HEBREWS.  -—  ANECDOTE  OP  SIR  SIDNEY 
SMITH.  —  INSULT  THE  AUTHOR  RECEIVED  IN  HIS  CHRIS* 
TIAN  DRESS.  —  STATE  OP   THERMOMETER. 

AptER  descending  from  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  towards  the  south, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  it  Among  the  first  objects  which 
were  pointed  out  was  the  Pit  of  Nehemikh,  where  the 
avenger  of  Israel  discovered  the  sacred  fire,  which  had  been 
concealed  there  during  the  Babylonish  captivity.^  Soon 
aftar  I  came  to  the  spot  'twere  Isaiah  is  said  to  have  been 
sawn  asunder,  the  traditionary  history  of  whose  martjrrdom 
appears  to  be,  that  king  Manasseh  had  formed  an  idol 
which  he  commanded  to  be  worshipped ;  the  prophet  en- 
deavoured to  dissuade  him  from  this  act  of  idolatry,  and 
was,  in  consequence,  ordered  to  be  punished  for  his  zeal, 
by  tying  him  betwe^i  two  boards  and  sawing  him  asunder. 
St.  Paul,  in  his  address  to  the  Hebrews,  having  classed 
that  of  being  ^^  sawn  asunder"  among  the  torments  under- 
gcme  by  the  early  saints  and  martyrs,  I  should  conceive  to 
have  some  reference  to  the  fate  of  this  great  prophetf 
A  little  further  from  the  scene  of  the  martyrdom,  and  on 
the  same  side  of  the  valley,  is  the  Pool  of  Siloam  :^,  so 
particularly  alluded  to  in  Scripture,  the  water  of  which  is 
of  a  brackish,  disagreeable  taste,  and  flows  several  miles 

*  2  Maccshees  i.  19 — 26. 
t  Hebrews  xi.  37, 58.     Matt.  xxW,  51.  |  John  ix.  6-- II. 
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distant^  and  under  ths  city  of  Jerusalem^  and  is  emptied 
here  into  a  sort  of  basin  inclosed  by  a  wall.  .  I  went  under 
the  porch  from  which  it  issues  into  this  reservoir,  but  un- 
fortunately did  not   examine  whether  it  was  a  natural 
cavern  or  an  aqueduct  formed  for  the  supply  of  the  anciait 
city*     At  a  short  distance  from,  and  over  against  this  pool 
is  the   ^^  Mountain  of  Offence,''  as  it  is  termed,   where 
Solomon  committed  acts  of  idolatry,  by  offering  sacrifices  to 
the  gods  of  the  Moabites  and  odier  nations  with  his  strange 
wives  and  concubines.*     Near  the  foot  of  it,  the  field  of 
blood  is  shown,  where  the  traitor  Judas  hanged  himsdff ; 
and  beyond  it  I  was  conducted  to  two  massy  pieces  of 
antiquity,  one  of  idiich  is  named  the  tomb  of  Zachaiiah 
and  Absalom,  formed  in  an  extraordinary  manner  out  of 
the  natural  rock,  about  eighteen  feet  in  height,  and  orna- 
mented with  semi-columns  of  architecture,  after  the  Doric 
order,  hewn  in  the  same  entire  stone,  supporting  a  cornice^ 
over  which  rises  a  pyramidal  roof*    The  latter,  since  Ab- 
salom was  not  supposed  to  be  buried  in  the  valley^  is 
cpnjectured  to  have  been  formed  during  the  life-time  of 
that  prince.      This  is  a  stately  edifice,  constructed  with 
great  strength ;  it  is  of  a  square  form,  adorned  with  Doric 
pilasters  on  its  sides  and  corners ;  but  the  superstructure 
is  soon  varied,  and  it  terminates  in  a  building  not  unlike 
the  figure  of  a  bell.     Such  was  the  antipathy  of  the  Jews 
to  this   monument,  that  I  was  told   it  was  their  prao* 
tice  in  passing  to  throw  stones  against  it,  as  a  mark  of 
their  reprobation  of  the  unnatural  rdiieUion  <^  Absalom 
against  his  fother.  Near  it  is  the  sepulchre  of  Jehosluyhatf 
which  gives  the  name  to  this  valley. 

It  was  melancholy  to  observe  the  porch  or  entrance  of 
one  of  these  tombs  choaked  up  with  earth.  A  space^  in- 
deed, has  been  formed  by  removing  part  of  it,  but  this  is 
barely  sufficient  for  a  person  to  get  into  the  interior  even  in 
a  horizontal  mode,  which  is  also  filled  with  rubbbh.  Air 
thou^  many  proposals  have  been  made  by  English  travel- 
lers to  the  governor  of  Jerusalem  to  dear  away  the  dirt, 

*  1  Kings  xi.  7,  s.  f  Matt  xxvil.  5.    AcU  L  18, 19. 
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and  restore  the  entrance  and  interior  to  its  Original  form, 
yet  thiS)  s&  well  ftsi  many  bthet*  imptovements,  have  been 
strangely  resisted  by  the  Turks.  The  fact  is,  that  sus- 
picion uniformly  attaches  to  any  sdienie  sngge^ted  with 
this  view  to  the  Mahomedans,  especially  when  proceeding 
from  an  Englishman.  Indeed,  if  he  takes  a  spade  or  other 
impletn^tit  in  his  handf  and  attempt  to  throw  up  the  earth, 
or  remove  the  rubbish  from  any  building;  should  he  scrape 
the  ground  with  his  walking  stick,  with  a  view  only  of  mak- 
ing a  discovery,  he  is  instently  suiTounded  by  them ;  they 
view  htm  as  a  robber,  and  suppose  there  are  treasures 
under  ground,  which  are  sure  to  be  distovered  when  he 
ttiakes  excavations.  It  may  most  likely  be  in  the  recollection 
of  some  of  my  readers  Who^  have  visited  Rome,  that  many 
of  the  iantiquities  there,  especially  the  solitary  columns  and 
a  triumphal  arch  at  the  back  of  the  Capitol,  whidi  had 
remaiiied  long  almost  totally  buried  in  the  mbbish,  and 
was  not  attempted  to  be  removed  by  the  Roibftn  govern-* 
ment,  was  displaced  by  the  French,  when  in  possesskm  of 
Ihe  city.  Hiese  precious  Tancdns  have  been  restored  to 
dieir  original  length  from  base  to  summit. 

It  must  ^kppear  an  extraordinary  idea  which  is  enter- 
tained both  by  scHUe  c(  the  Jews  and  even  by  a  few  Christ 
tian%  that  it  is  in  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  that  the  ge- 
nmrA  judgment  is  to  4»ke  place ;  this  opinion  they  found 
on  the  words  of  Holy  Writ.  *  ITie  plac^  however,  is  so 
T«Ty  small  in  compass,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fihagkie  how  it 
coidd  possibly  contaun  dl  the  nartions  of  ^  earth.  I  ap- 
prehend the  allusion  to  such  a  valley  is  to  be  takdh  in  n 
figurative  sense ;  for  unless  it  be  tmdei^todd  in  this  pmnt 
of  view,  it  hais  no  propriety*  Considered  as  an  appdlative 
it  has  no  doubt  peculiar  force,  idnce  the  pit)pfaet,  addressing 
himsdf  to  the  Jews,  thouj^t  it  proper  to  bring  before  (hat 
people  a  sstufttion  the  most  striking  for  gathering  tog^hei" 
siibh  an  assemUage. 

In  this  valley  thare  is  a  burjdi^  place  bdonging  to  the 
Hebrew  population  of  Jerusalem,  containing  a  number  of 

*  Jod  iii  1, «. 


PRESS.  123 

grave-stones,  where  those  who  reside  in  Jerusalem  are  in 
the  practice  of  going  in  procession  at  a  particular  period, 
to  observe  a  reUgious  festival  in  memory  of  the  dead. 
There  still  exists  a  strong  inclination  on  the  part  of  this 
people  to  have  their  bodies  entombed  in  the  country  of 
their  ancestors. 

In  conclusion,  I  lament  that  I  have  not  the  pen  of  a  ready 
writer,  sufficiently  to  describe  this  interesting  excursion, 
which  occupied  most  part  of  the  day.   During  the  whole  of 
it  my  feelings  were  held  in  a  state  of  high  excitement;     I 
quitted  the  valley,  having  suffered  from  fatigue,  and  re« 
turned  to  the  citf  by  the  gate  that  leads  to  Bethlehem.  On 
entering  it  I  encoiititered  an  Arab,  who  spoke  the  Italian 
language  tolerably  correct,  and  enquired  for  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  who  appears  to  have  obtained  a  high  £ime  through- 
out the  country.     He  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  Jem* 
salem,  accompanied  by  several  British  seamen ;  and  upon 
its  walls  planted  the  British  flag.     In  this  excursion,  for 
the  convenience  of  walking,  I  had  thrown  off  the  Turkish 
dress,  and  resumed  that  of  tike  English;  but,  under  the 
walls  of  the  city,  and  singular  enough,  near  the  very  spoi^ 
where  the  marl^  Stephen  was  stoned,  I  found  the  stones 
flying  about  my  ears  %  and  was  obliged  to  make  all  possible 
speed  to  the  convent.     On  mentionii^  this  cireuihstajQee  to 
the  friars,  I  was  advised  not  to  attempt  a  second  time  to 
perambulate  in  this  costume,  but  to  weia*  the  <^iental  one.; 
as  protection  from  insult  could  not  be  so  properly  affi>rded 
in  any  other,  and  the  Turks  had  a  deadly  hatred  of  the 
dress  of  the  European.     I  accordingly  followed  tlieir  ad* 
vice,  and  aftterwards  profited  by  it.     However  disguised  a 
Christian  may  attempt  to  appear  in  die  eastern  vestment^ 
he  is  soon  recognised  by  the  MahomedaAs.     They,  how- 
ever,  seem  to  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  compliment  to  imitate 
their  dress  and  conform  to  their  usages ;   and  these  always 
insure  a  certain  degree  of  protection  to  Christians. 

On  the  3d  of  February  the  thermometer  stood  here 
at  54. 

*  S  Corinth,  xi  25. 
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REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  ACCCRACT  OF  BIBLICAL  DESCRIPTIONS.-^ 
MATERIALS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  BUILD- 
INGS. —  JERUSALEM.  —  PROVISIONS.  —  PRICES.  —  MONEY.— 
t;ONVEMT.-*THE  EAR  OF  A  TURK  NAILED  TO  THE  DOOR  OW 
•HIS  SHOP.  — DRESS  OF  WOMEN. —  GOVERNOR'S  WIVES.— 
ANECDOTES  RELATED  BY  AN  ITALIAN  QUACK.  —  BROOK 
CEDRON.  —  FOG.  —  PALACE  OF  PONTIUS  PILATE.  —  DOLOR- 
OUS  WAY.— WHERE  JESUS  WAS  SCOURGED. — POOL   OF  BETH- 

SAIDA.  —  OTHER   SACRED   PLACES.  —  ARMENIAN  CHURCH. 

MOUNT  SION.  —  OBSERVATIONS. 


Owing  to  the  excessive  wetness  of  this  day,  the  Sd  of  Feb^ 
ruary,  I  was  obliged  to  remam  in  the  Franciscan  convent  I 
was  occupied  in  consulting  the  sacred  volume  respecting 
those  places  which  I  had  visited,  and  in  comparing  the  stated 
ments  and  descripdmis  contained  in  it,  witih  the  notes  and 
m^RKMBnda  that  I  had  prepared,  as  guides  in  my  enquiries 
and  researches.  After  having  **  run  to  and  fro^  through 
the  streets  of  Jerusalem.*,"  I  may  observe,  on  the  genend 
style  of  the  buildiiigs,  that  every  where  traces  of  the  fidelity 
and  truth  of  scri|>tural  representations  fell  under  my  ob- 
servation. The  Christians  reside  in  a  particular  quarter 
of  the  city,  called  Harat-£1-Nasara,f  The  houses  are 
low,  flat  in  the  loof,  and  have  few  or  no  windows  to  the 
firont;  most  of  them  open  backwards.  These  look  into  a 
court,  in  the  form  of  a  quadrangle.  The  building  is  en* 
circled  by  a  cloister,  with  galleries  round  it,  which  are 
sometimes  feced  with  latticed-work.     Fountains  are  con- 

*  Jeremiah  v.  l.  f  The  word  Harat  ugnifiss  Street* 
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stnicted  in  the  oentrey  and  fruit-trees  generally  adom  this 
court,  which  throw  out  a  delicious  perfume. 

It  is  conjectured  that  our  Lord  preferred  such  courts,  as 
&vourite  situations  for  proclaiming  his  power  and  Divinity. 
This  was  probably  the  case  at  the  time  when  the  helpless 
individual,  afflicted  with  palsy,  was  let  down  and  stretched 
out  before  him,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  relief* ;  and  on 
various  other  remarkable  occasions. 

The  doors  of  the  houses  are  remarkably  low  and  nar« 
row,  and  admission  can  only  be  had  by  stooping.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  in  the  entrances  pf  the  convents ;  they 
fluiy  properly  be  denominated  wicket-gates.  This  arises,  in 
all  probability,  from  an  extreme  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
Christians,  that  if  they  were  l^ge,  the  possession  might 
be  invaded  with  greater  fiu^ility  by  the  Mahomedans,  who 
would  ride  into  the  courts,  plunder  the  house,  and  commit 
every  kind  of  outrage.  When  a  knock  is  heard  at  the 
gates  the  greatest  caution  is  observed  in  opening  them. 
This  mode  of  building  appears  singularly  to  correspond 
with  the  observation  of  Solomon,  respecting  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  by  forming  gateways  too  great  in  height  f 
Some  of  these  are  made  of  brass  and  iron,  and  others  of 
heavy  wood,  strengthened  by  enormous  naQs,  and  massy 
bars  of  iron.  |  It  is  probably  to  such  gates  the  Psalmist 
refers.  §  We  further  find  they  are  alluded  to,  when  the 
imgel  of  die  Lord  liberated  Peter  from  his  captivity.  ||  The 
massive  gates  of  this  city  are  regularly  shut  every  evening^ 
to  insure  tranquillity,  at  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  and 
opened  in  the  morning  at  sun-rise,  which  evidently  has 
beoi  an  ancient  practice.  %  One  of  these,  called  the  Ocdden 
Port,  fronts  the  Mount  of  Olives ;  and  it  is  said  that  our 
Lord  Altered  in  triumph  through  it  to  the  city.  It  is, 
however,  now  closed.  Many  of  the  keys  of  the  doors 
are  formed  in  a  singular  manner.  These  are  made 
of  wood,   about  a  foot  in  length  and  half  an   inch  in 

•  Luke  v.  18,  19.  t  Prov.  xvii.  la  J  1  Kings  iv.  IS. 

§  Ptalin  evil.  16.  I  Acts  xii.  10.  T  Nehemtah  vii.  3. 
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thickness,  bttving  at  one  end  of  them  pieces  of  small  }ron 
pikes,  the  size  of  nails,  which  are  equal  to  the  number  qf 
bolts  introduced  into  the  lock.  Many  <^  the  houses  are 
boiit  of  stone  and  some  of  brick,  dried  by  tl^e  heat  of  the 
sun.  It  is  to  l^ese  peri«habl^  maJ^viAhiUo  doubt,  and  so 
liable  to  be  damaged  by  the  heayy  ndns  <)f  the  climate,  that 
one  of  the  prophets  adverts  * ;  atid  the  same  comparison  is 
strikingly  made  between  angels  and  human  beings,  t  Whi^ 
I  reflected  on  the  ftiable  nature  <^  bricks  thu«  formed,  I 
was  convinced  that  the  straw  Ae  Isindites  required  for 
those  which  they  made  for  dke  use  pf  the  E^pti^ns,  was 
Implied  to  form  a  cimnecling  fibiK^  as  it  were,  to  the  body 
of  the  brick,  being  mixed  up  with  dpe  day,  ^nd  ^eems  not, 
as  commonly  supposed,  to  assist  in  burbling  them.  The 
great  impression  of  the  weather  on  building$  constructed 
with  these  unhumt  bricks  is  soon  perjceptiUe.  The  heat 
tends  to  pulverize  themi'  and  the  rain  to  affect  th/sir  sta^ 
hiU^*  The  streets,  in  dty  Wieather,  are  B|iffi)cating  widi 
dust,  and,  in  wet,  dbsiost  impiHssable  with  a  sjpugh  of  mud. 
Is  tt  not,  therefore,  to  tins  doat  we  find  the  fusion  <^ 
^  prophet?:]:  Images  of  abundance  in  our  country, 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  taken  from  such  objects^  altbou^ 
we  find  something  simihur.  iln  Scotland  we  hear  of  a  su- 
perfluity of  riches  being  compared  to  ^^  slate  stones ;"  and 
m  Saigland,  to  9.  street  ^>  paved  with  gold."  These  are 
figurative  egressions,  very  frequently  applied  to  denote 
unmeasurable  wraith. 

Although  the  popi^ation  of  Jerusalem,  as  I  observed, 
amounts  to  ^5,000,  yet  it  might  contain  a  greater  number, 
if  all  the  houses  in  a  diliyidated  state  were  repaired  and 
inhabited.  It  has  in  many  parts  of  it  a  very  deplorable 
appearance ;  it  resembles  a  line  q£  dead  ^waU,  on  which  thB 
ivy  has  stretched  itself;  as  th^Ee  are  few  or  no  windows 
looking  into  the  streets,  it  makes  the  resemblance  more 
perfect.     The  Turks  reside  in  the  district  called  Harat- 

*  Isaiah  ix.  S^  10.  t  Job  iv.  18,  19. 

t  Zechariah  ix.  X    Job  xxvii.  16,     1  Kipgs  x.  27. 
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I^I^ixftbam ;  tJi^y  imro^  ^bout  t^^vie  inpsq\ie$ :  the  Jews 
r^ide  iath^t  named  Harat-EI-Youd. 

To  a  p^arsoA  coming  direct  from  England,  the  general 
appearance  of  the  interior  of  Jerusalem  would  undoubtedly 
be  poad^darpd  as.stfilppgly  wr^tcb^d ;  b^t.  n^y  eyes  had  been 
prepai^ed  by  ^u(^  a  series  of  misery  and  poverty  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  that)  perbap^  (  j^i^igjit  be  jvistified  in  saying,  the 
Qily  seemed  to  m^  in  some  degree,  to  merit  the  epithet 
of  mag|[^ific^t. 

.  The,  sti'ee^s  are  fxceediogly  steepv  dirty,  ^nd  narrow, 
SomfB;  of,  them  have  very  ^luall  foot  pp^th%  ^bo^t  twp  feet 
^p4  ^  b^f  ^i^9  thfiy  resemble,  those  of  Ppmpeiji,  ..near 
Napl^9  and  are  in  y^ry  bad  r(^)iairs  ^^  stones  being  lpo$e 
M)d  brpl^^n,  In  perpeiviog  many  pf  the  rising  generatipn 
aBifising  the^msely^  \n  tbem,  I  was  reminded  of  th^ 
language  which  is  sp  .applicable  in  the  book  of  truth,  ^ 
Many,  of  the  b^4ldiQg^  $m:^  iuid^>  in  ^  miserable  state  of 
miujaadnsgl^c^  f  Ilij^  ruins  iS^rd.  mat^ial^  for  various' 
pmpms$9  e^^p^cialiy  m  kef^ing  m  prpper  repair  die  walls 
which  surrouod  the  city,  which  appears  a  singular  con-^ 
lurmation  of  the  wprds  of  piiopbecy,  ^  I^  swje  parts> 
ai»  lofty  .oedai^St  wbiob  reoiind  us  of  tbose  whid:i  were 
planted  here  by  the  wise  man^  A  gloom  and  melancholy 
i^ppear  to  re^  throu^out  the  whole  of  this  once  most 
j^fdendid  place,  whidi  is  now  shut  in,  and  looks  like  a  kind 
^.eadtle  or  fiuiificatiQn,  Gki  viewing, it,  a  serions  spec«* 
tator  is.deeply  interested  with  the  accuracy  of  prophecy.  $ 
The  Latin  Convent  is  of  considerable. except,  and  fonna 
a  kind  of  fortress*  Beakles  the  fraternity  of  about 
&kty  friacs,  it  i&  capable  ijf  accommodating  a  larger  numn 
ber^  and  also  many  pilgrims,  from  the  variety  of  cells 
and  apartments  it  jcontains.  As  I  was  not  permitted  to 
nt  at  table  wkb  the  friars,  provisions  w^%  served  up  in  my 
cell,  and  I  .was  often  intruded  vnpaa  by  some  of  them  pay-* 
log  visits  during.the  ^ime  I  vas  partaking  of  them*  No 
pi%rim  is  alloEwed  at  any  time  to  sit  down  to  eat  or  drink 

♦  • 

*  Zechariah  viii.  5,  f  1  Kings  x.  27. 

t  Isaiah  xxu.  lo.  '  §  Isaiah  xxiv.  }2.    Lam.  ii.  15. 
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with  th^  monks  in  a  body  in  their  hall*  although  tUs  pri- 
vQege  was  extended  to  me  at  Joppa  and  Ramah,  and  mi^ 
occur  at  those  convents  where  the  firiars  axe  but  few  in 
number* 

When  a  pilgrim  intends  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  su- 
perior, some  formality  is  observed.    A  wish  is  expressed 
durough  one  of  the  {riars,  and  a  particular  time  is  fixed 
for  the  interview  in  the  private  apartment  of  the  Superior* 
On  such  an  occasion  a  formal  visit  is  made  to  him,  and 
liqueurs  are  offered  to  the  guest;  in  return,  the  Siqperior 
visits  him  in  his  cell  a  few  days  after*     There  is  a  constant 
bustle  and  a  scene  of  activity  going  on  in  this  convafit ;  for, 
independent  of  the  devotions  which  are  performed  almost 
through  the  day,  and  which  c(»nmence  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  by  the  ringing  of  bells ;  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  trades  carried  on  within  its  walls  for  the  benefit  of 
die  inmates,  such  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  carpenters,  mil- 
lers, &c.    Culinary  and  all  operations  are  ccmducted  by 
the  monks,  the  express  law  being  most  rigidly  dMerved, 
diat  no  female  is  admitted  within  the  walls  of  such  a  place 
of  sanctity.     The  monks,  who  were  about  forty  in  number, 
are  natives  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  with  the  ex- 
option  of  two,  one  of  whom  is  a  German,  and  the  other 
a  Frenchman*     They  wear  large  wide  gowns  and  sleeves 
of  a  brown  colour,  have  a  hood  lying  over  the  shoulder, 
a  bkck  skull-cap,  and  long  white  rope  round  the  body^ 
hanging  down  the  sides*     Some  of  them  wear  stockings^ 
others  do  not,  and  slippers  Uke  old  shoes,  with  a  slit  in 
the  foont*    On  asking  one  of  them  the  reason  why  he  did 
not  put  on  stockings,  he  answered  that  he  was  anxious  to 
imitate  the  mode  which  was  adopted  by  the  i^>ostles*     This 
may  probably  afford  greater  focUity  for  washing  the  fee^ 
which  many  of  them  practise  in  the  east,  as  of  old  %  in 
their  journeys,  which  are  always  performed  on  foot 

Europeans  of  all  ranks,  and  without  distincticm  of  re- 
ligion, are  received  in  the  convent,  and  entertained  with 
every  thing  it  can  afford.     As  I  observed,  there  was  no 

*  Gen.  xviii.  4.    Gen.xxiv.  SS.   Judgeixix.  91.    Lukevii.  44. 
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^Ajmrney  ip  n^  cell,  which  is  the  case  in  the  others;  they 
Are  wanned  by  charcoal.  This  is  brought  in  a  circular 
diflh)  and  as  the  fiime  is  found  injurious  to  the  brain,  the 
joperation  of  lighting  and  fiuming  it  takes  place  without 
the  door,  and  when  it  becomes  red  hot,  it  is  brought  into 
ifcbe  plate.  As  even  in  that  case  it  occasions  a  difficulty  of 
jnespiration  on  approaching  too  near  it,  this  is  in  some 
degree  counteracted  by  slices  of  lemon  or  oranges  thrown 
into  the  charcoal. 

.  I  did  not  perceive  that  the  washing  of  feet  after  the 
fixmnple  of  humility  exemplified  by  our  Lord  *,  and 
'Ooiisidered  of  'old  to  be  one  of  the  first  rites,  of  hos«^ 
pitldity  towards  strangers,  was  practised  in  the  convent. 
-This  ceremony,  however,  I  understand,  was  formerly  ob- 
served by  the  monks  towards  pilgrims  on  their  arrival, 
ilifter  which  a  lighted  taper  was  delivered  to  them,  and 
all  wait  in  procession  to  the  altar,  where  the  superior 
f)fifered  a  benediction.  I  perceived  only  one  Bible  in  the 
convent,  ^ven  to  it  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  which  was  in 
t|ie  ^glish  language. 

It  appears  that  the  protracted  visits  of  strangers  incom- 
moded the  friars,  and  their  hospitality  had  been  abused, 
since  a  notice  is  put  up,  ^^  That  no  pilgrims  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  convent  longer  than  a  month." 

Chi  the  top  of  it  is  a  terrace,  which  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Mount  of  Olives,  widi 
•the  surrounding  country ;  the  whole  establishment  may  be 
considered  as  a  little  town  within  itself.  With  respect  to 
the  state  of  the  finances  of  this  convent,  the  copy  of  a  let-^ 
ter  I  have  subjoined  in  the  Appendix  t>  brought  from  Padre 
Monou,  a  monk,  who  is  upwards  of  eighty  yeairs  of  age, 
jsfA  the  eldest  of  the  inmates,  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  in- 

*  Johnxiii.  5.  14. 

This  ceremony  was  religiously  followed  by  the  kings  of  France  and 
Spain,  at  a  particular  festival,  when  I  was  in  those  countries.  They 
washed  the  feet  of  twelve  men  in  extreflie  poverty,  who  were  after- 
wuds  bountifully  entertained  and  clothed. 

t  Appendix,  No.  2; 
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troduction  to  Hmi,  I  had  been  fitvoufed  with  fit)ra  Ykeoivnll 
Chateadbridiid,  will  m  sdnde  degree  exfilfUki  it 

With  regard  to  articles  -of  provisioti  in  Jerusalem,  thestf 
are  moderate  in  price.  The  bread  ia  bAd;  laifib  is  liot 
inuch  used;  bacon  ii  abstained  from;  poultry  and  eggs 
are  in  abundance;  and  fish  is*  indfifl^ent  The  lattef  ia 
sometimes  received  firom  the  Ifdce  of  Gtenesareth,  and  nt 
6thers  from  T^re,  as  was  the  pntcttc^  of  oM;  ♦  The  rtA&e^ 
similar  to  common  gin,  is  freely  drank,  ahtl  ateo  wble^-idf 
a  white  colour  f,  which  is  J>robably-  the  very  Wtorst  to  be 
met  with  in  any  country.  Honey  is  goodt  the  eattUflMrtr 
uncommonly  large,'  and  vegetables,  grapes,  ^'and  mdoiis  wt 
in  proftision ;  some  bf  tUe  latter  weigh  upwiHrdd  of  thirtf 
pounds.  The  monies  In  circulation  here  am  poratt,  pt- 
tttres,  and  rubichs,  which  are  silver;  b^sldkk  Ahd  Mll»- 
kc^die,  gold.  Forty  paras  anioiint  td  a  pia(9tre,'aiiottt 
seven-pence  sterling,  and  are  very  tedious  tA '  counting  oii«, 
t)^g  so  numerous;  they  are  I3ce  Spangles,  tknd  adhefe 
to  each  other.  Two  and  a  half  piastres  are  equal  to  one 
rubich;  five  piastres  are  one  bishlick;  lUid  twenty-^fe 
piastres  tire  the  valiie  of  a  mahmondie. 
'  In  that  quarter  of  the  city,  which  is  called  8oak<^E3^ 
fCeber,  there  are  some  wretched  hovds  of  barters,  at  shi^s, 
covered  with  paltiy  aWnings  to  defend  fioib  the  heatilf 
tll^  'siih.  No  object  appears  moi^  completdy  ludimpous 
itiah  the  small  compass  into  which  Mahomedans  ton^irets 
tkeit  limbs  i^hen  isitting  cross-le^ed  in  these  liaaMw 
booths,  smokii^g  their  pipes,  assuming  on  sti<^  occasfons  a 
peculiar  gravity  of  countenance.  Sh<yuld  diis  compdsm^ 
fcbwever,  be  at  any  time  disturbed,  it  is^  always  discovered 
l^  the  stroking  and  shakmg  of  their  beards.  Shodd  a)ay 
part  6f  their  beards  appear  to  have  come  under  the  opai^ 
ation  of  scissars,  this  may  be  concluded  to  have  been  a 


*  Neh^tniahxiH.  16. 

t  The  price  of  the  best  wine,  as  it  is  called,  is  nine-pence,  dit  inferior 
four-pence,  and  rakee  seven-pence  steriing  each  per  bottle.  Eggs  ase 
threepence,  and  oranges  three  balance  per  dozen. 
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ptuurinaflBt  intieted  fin*  sonie  offince^  and  oonadliiteft  a 
mark  of  infamy.  T^e  beardyUn  short,  is  esteemed  of  so 
saeved  a  natora  by  oeitain  classes  of  Mahomedans,  that 
it  is  appealed  to  or  touched  wilii  the  hand  te  oonfina 
the  au^ntMly  of  an  affirmation.  -  In  these  booths  thqr 
tire  to  be  seen  by  thepubUc,  kneeling  and  standing  alteiv* 
fiaittlyy  etfering  up  prayer  and  lead^  the  tenets  of  their 
lanr-given  Svch  must  have  been  the  practice  of  old  in  this 
tountry,  to  be  observed  of  men,  since  it  meets  with  suc^ 
pelted  reprobation  by  our  Lord%  accompanied  with 
ii  sobsnn  eahortation  to  ei^^age  in  prayer  in  retirement 
lo  be  <mfy  seen  by  an  Almighty  Being.       ^  .  . 

A  considerable  seosation  was  excited  when  I  was  here 
inconsequence  of  a  Turk  having  presented  to  anoth^  who 
^lospt  a  baaar,  agold  coin,  demanding  small  change  in  rer 
turn,  wbm  the  i^^opkeeper  gave  him  less  than  the  laair  had 
•Aand  as .  the  value  of  it.    Remonstrance  being  in  Yokh  a 
jnqpresei^ation  waa  .made  to  die  govemort  who^  according 
to'the  sommary  mode  in  which  justice  is  administpged» 
pnnifilied  the  Turk,  by  instandy  ordering  his  ear  to  be 
naSled  to  die  door  ofhisshop,  where  he  was  fixr  some  hours 
exposed  to  public  view,  in  a  state  of  tonnoit.    PuniRhment 
Is  severely  ^inflicted  <m  those  who  use  fiedse  weights,  and 
4!ut  die  coin  which  has  been  didy  weighed.    Mooqr  ap<- 
pears  to  have  been  weighed,  and  its  value  fixed  by  this 
means  in  die  times  of  Abraham  and  Mo6es.f 
'    In  no  part  of  the  w<Mrld  is  a  greater  degree  of  jealousy 
entertained  dian  in  die  £ast,  with  respect  to  the  wives  of 
Mahomedans.    I  saw  several  <jf  them  walking  about  the 
Btoreets,  in  company  with  eadi  other,  but  they  were  sad 
^gOKs.    Their  fiioes  are  covered  sometunes  with  doth  of 
a  black,  and  at^thors  wiiite  colour,  havuig  ap^tures  for 
■die  eyes  tolook^rou^,  imwiHing  to  expose  themselves  to 
die  gaze  of  men;  d^eir  hair  is  often  ornamented  with 
geld  ^oina.    Boots  are  worn  cmly  as  high  as  the  ande,  and 
cased  in  slippers.    The  females  are  strongly  built,  some  of 


*  Matt.  vi.  5.  t  Genesis  xxiil.  16.    Jeremiah  xxni.  9,.lo. 
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.  them  are  almost  gigantic,  and  are  nuiffled  up  inlarge'coats^ 
not  unlike  tiKMie  used  by  the  wives  of  showmen  in  Enj^ 
land.  They  are  absolute  slaves  to  their  husbands,  whose 
word  is  a  law,  and  infidelity  is  rarely  known  among  them. 
Should,  however,  an  act  of  adultery  take  place  on  the  part 
of  the  wife,  four  witnesses  are  required  to  attest  the  fieicty 
and,  on  conviction,  she  is  stoned  to  death  or  drownr 
<ed**  The  peculiar  awe  and  reverence  which  the  wife 
pays  h^  husband  was  exemplified  by  the  wif<^  of  the 
Dragoman,  at  a  visit  I  paid  them,  in  a  house  contiguous 
to  the  convent.  On  tins  occasion  he  sat  down,  and  or- 
dered pipcB  and  refi-eshments  to  be  brought  by  her,  iu  a 
Jbigh  tone  of  authority.  On  presenting  them,  she  kneeled 
down,  kissed  his  hand,  and  remained  in  a  standing  attitude 
during  our  conversation,  I  could  not  prevail  on  her  to 
take  a  seat.  Struck  with  the  extraordinary  humility  of  this 
jwoman,  who  was  the  mother  of  a  large  fiunily,  I  ranon- 
strated  with  the  luisband  on  the  inq>ropdety  of  it,  observing 
the  state  of  degradation  in  which  women  were  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  wives  were  viewed  in  a  difierent  light  by  their 
•husbands  in.  England ;  since  should  the  former  be  called 
on  by  the  latter  to  perform  such  services,  it  would  be  con- 
sidered insulting  and  highly  derogatory  to  their  sex  and 
situations,  as  they  only  pertained  to  the  most  m^n  and 
abject  servants,  and  it  formed  one  of  the  strongest  resolu- 
tions of  Britons  never  to  be  slaves.  The  veils  of  Chrisr 
tian  women  are  white,  as  a  .mark  of  distinction  from 
those  of  other  colours  adopted  by  the  infidels.  '4 

During  my  residence  at  Jen^salem,  I  fell  in  with  a  native 
of  Piedmont,  a  kind  of  quack,  who  had  been  an  imstate 
for  a  short  time  in  the  convent,  and  was  very  successful  in 
picking  up  money,  there  being  no  medical  person  in  the 
,city,  notwithstanding  its  great  pppulatlon :  he  made  a  bo^ 
of  the  distinguished  privilege  he  enjoyed  from  his  profes- 
sion,-in  being  allowed  to  walk  along,  the  streets  .with  a  hat 
;on  his  head,. unmolested  byihe  Mahomedans*     ..  . 

*  Levit.  XX.  10. 
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^mong  many  amusing  anecdotes  this  man  narrated,  be 
"i^^rmed  me  lliat  he  had  been  called  to  attend  one  ct  the 
'5:;""«e  wives  of  the  governor.     I  asked  if  he  had  been  gra» 
B^ed  with  a  i^ht  cdP  her  countenance.     He  repUed  that  all 
^^  interviews  had  taken  place  in  the  presence  of  anodier 
^^rsorif  and  Ast  he  found  it  impossible  to  see  her  fece, 
^^ough  with  that  view  he  had  adopted  every  expedient. 
I^o  accomplish  this  object,  he  had  informed  the  governor 
^^   could  not  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  unless 
*Ke  was  completely  unveiled,  and  he  examined  her  eyes 
^tad  filce.      This    deviation,    however,    from    the    strict 
mles  which  are  observed  as  to  females  of  all  descriptions, 
was  strongly  opposed,  and  the  ruler  only  permitted  him 
to  feel   her  pulse,    and   exercise   his   own  ingenuity  to 
discover  the  nature  of  the  indisposition.      It  is  a  proof 
of  the  extreme  jealousy  entertained.    I  found  Aat  instan- 
ces often  occurred  where  females  of  Pachas  and  other  per«- 
sqns  of  distinction,  who  were  indisposed,  were  only  per- 
mitted to  put  their  arm  through  a  hole  of  the  apartment 
in  which  they  were  shut  up,  in  order  that  the  medical  per- 
son who  had  been  called  in  might  feel  the  pulse. 

He  mentioned  an(^er  circumstance  that  occurred.     On 
the  occasion  of  being  required  by  a  Turk  to  visit  his  wife, 
who  had  beeii  taken  with  the  pains  of  child-birth,  he  was  ' 
■sdiicited  to  afiPord  her  relief  by  administering  medidne. 
'  He  found  her  in  bed ;  and  when  about  to  proceed  with 
that  occult  examination  which  was  indispensable,  the  Turis 
•raised   a  poniard,   and  caused  him   to  desist,   under  a 
threat  of  plunging  it  into  him.     When  he  told  the  Turk 
rdief  could  not  be  afforded  her,  and  that  death  would 
'  ensue,  unless  he  was^dlowed  to  act  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
demanded,  the  barbarian  replied,  ^^  Stie  might  be  allow^ 
to  die;"  and  the  dissolution  of  this  unfortunate  woman 
actually  did  take  place  the  following  day.     In  such  a  state 
Oriental  women  in  general  sufier  less  than  those  in  Europe, 
'  and  probably  require  little  or  no  assistance  from  medical 
'.persons,  as  appears  .from  Holy  Writ  was  anciently  t^e 
case.     The  Gentoo  females  who  are  in  a  state  of  poverty, 
have  also  rarely  recourse  to  medicines,  as  that  is  a  profes- 
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sioti  miiiong  the  rich.  While  they  are  ooeiqpied  in  wcNrking 
in  the-  field,  they  go  aside,  deliver  themselves)  wash  die* 
infinit,  lay  it  in  acloth,  and  then  resuoe  tbdbr  bbour.  ^  Vo^ 
person,  however,  is  held  in  greater  esthnatibil  in  th^  East 
than  ft  medicd  nwn,  or  any  doe  who  hds  the  slig^iteflit 
knowlei^  of  a  remedy,  or  mode  of  cure  for  toy  malady. 

The  plough,  in  this  place,  it  may  be  ohservcdi  is  4rawfir 
by  oxen.  Hiere  are  few  h<»8es.  Mutes  sfte  diiefly  em* 
ployed  in  joumies. 

Some  surprise  has  been  expressed  by  travdlers  at  p^» 
cdving  the  channel  of  the  Brodk  Cedron  sometimes  dr]S 
and  at  odiers  jRUed  with  occasional  tomatts.  Their  obeerv* 
adons,  I  have  no  doubt,  were  just»  but  widi  reference  oaty 
^  that  particular  season  of  the  yiear  in  which  they  hap- 
pened  to  have  been  made ;  for  at  the  time  I  was  in  Jeru*- 
salem,  there  appeared  to  be  a  pretty  regular  flow  of*  water 
in  the  ehaii«el,-the  grbund'  having  beeA  saturated  by  the 
sotnmnal  rains.  Indeed,  the  very  existence  of  a  bric^ 
thrown  over  the  channel,  appears  to  be  a  stj^fident  indica- 
tion,  that  at  particular  seasons  this  brbdc,  which  is  anciently 
referred  to  in  Scripture  f ,  must  be  impessd^e. 

On  the  4th  of  Fdsmary  tibe  rafai  still  eontimied,  witli 
much  cold,  and  attended  with  a  dense  mist^  sack  as  fieh 
quently  ^velops  the  city  tjf  London  dsoii^  the  vngHmt 
months.  J  wafe  particularly  struck  with  'di1Si:phenomenoii| 
Which. has  becfn  known  to  continue  isometioie^  for  forty 
successive  days,  no  notice  of  which,  as  &rii»J  know,  has 
been  taken  by  travellers.  It  <fiflfered  ei^sendri^  ifrdm  ^die 
fog^bout  London,  which  is>  in  general,  dry,  bising  a 
dbdd  humid' haas^  and  like  those  mists  which  veil  the 
tains  of 'Scotland,  and  lodge  for  successive  days  in  libe 
Ifighland  glens.  Sbow  fiJls  here  'dariag  the^ptecedng 
montli.  The  weather  havii^  cleared  a'iM[%  «I  proceeded 
ifitfa  myguide  to  visit  some  of  die  most  v^smrkuble  places 
within  the  walls  of  this  city.  i^itiv.. 

'  In'  the  'first  place,  I  was  conductBd  to  the  spot  where^die 
palace  of  Pcmtius  Pilate  stood,  the  site/of  which  is  now 

*  Exed.  1. 19.  t  sChron.  xxix.  16.    Nebem.  il  15. 


Qcyqpifid  \^y  ti^e  r^f^d^noe  of  tbe  governar  of  the  cij^,  aii4 
alao9t  cQnl%piau6  4o  the  temple  or  mosque  fotmeAy  m^r 
tioned*  Of  the.  ^^iepl^  builcjing  tyro  steps  only  ren)dp» 
prop^cting  firqm  a  lasge  {pato-way  in  froiit  of  die  s/cre^ 
caUe4  by  the  name  of  Grie^  and  it  has  been  built  up^ 
Whether  the  flight  of  stsi^  or  Scala  Sancta  at  Rov^ 
vhich  persoDs  are  on\y  permitted  to  ascend  on  their  knee% 
fitfiBod  part  of,  and  were  tak;en  from  these  steps,  I  cfmnoit 
affirm ;  though  eveiy  person  who  has  visited  that  capijtBl* 
may  recollect  there  are  shewn  regular  marble  step$,  $aid 
^have  been  broughi;  finom  this  palace  of  Pilate,  and  conr 
sidered  as  peculiarly  hallowed  from  being  trodden  by  our 
^viour  in  proceeding  to  the  *<  Hall  of  Judgment.''* 
They  are  classed  among  the  number  of  relics  which  St 
Helena  transported  to  the  Roman  papital« 

From  thif'pliK^e  I  proceeded  up  the  street  which  was 
trodden  by  the  sacred  feet  of  the  Redeemer,  who  patient^ 
bote  the  insults  directed  against  him,  when  he  was  cwr 
ducted  to  Moipit  Calvary,  wh^re  he  laid  down  his  pr^ioos 
life  on  the  cross,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  a^  far 
the  sins  of  a  guilty  world*  At  dus  moment  the  affect- 
ing expressions  which  dn^pped  from  his  divine  lips  on 
perceiving  those .  who  were  lamenting  the  indignity  and 
fsmAtj  which  his  enemies  exercised  towards  him  sound* 
j^t  as  it  were,  in  my  ears:  ^<  Daughters  of  Jerusalem)  weep 
^t  for  me^  but  weqp  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children/'t 

In  passing  alongy  I  wei^  under  a  single  arch  throva 
•across  the  $treetf  threatening,  from  its  ruinous  state,  to  fiiU 
every  moment.  On  the  top  of  this,  it  is  said,  Pilate  pr^ 
sented  Christ  to  tbemttltitude4  About  a  hundred  yards 
towards  the  place  of  crucifixion,  .stands  a  building  like 
the  ruins  <^  a  church,  and  vaulted,  where  it  is  said  our 
Saviour  was  scourged^ ;  this  is.noivt  a  complete  receptacle 
for  filthandiinbbish*  The  pillar  to  which  the  Divine  sufiexer 
was  attached  at  the  time^  and  other  reliea. connected  with 
the  awfal  tiyisaetJons  which  occurred  to.Um,  axe 


«  John  xvii.  8S.       t  Luke  xxiii.  98.       t  John  six.  5. 
^§  MattxxviLss.    1  Pet.iL24. 
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At  Rome*  It'  is  contended  that  this  edifice  was  erected  oii 
the  spot  where  the  Virgin  Mary  fiunted  when  she  be^ 
held  him  carrying  his  cross*,  and  treated  with  such  indig-^ 
nity  by  those  whom  he  came  to  redeem.  Continuing  to 
fcdlow  the  stireet,  the  nest  part  pointed  out  was  that  where 
the  procession  met  Simon  the  G3rrenian.f  Near  this 
are  the  ruins  of  a  church,  erected  over  the  grotto  in 
whidi'  it  is  said  the  mother  of  Jesus'  was  bom.  Othei^ 
interesting  places  which  were  mentioned  I  shall  not  de^ 
scribe.  I  now  arrived  at  a  strong  vaulted  arch,  where 
a  door  appears  to  have  been  hung  at  one  time,  called  the 
Gate  of  Judgment,  through  which  male&ctors  were  led  to 
the  place  of  execution.  This  anciently  stood  at  the  western 
wall  of  Jerusalem ;  but  it  may  now  be  considered  ahnost 
in  the  centre  of  the  cify. 

Near  the  gate  leadmg  out  of  the  city,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  principal  street  named  Tarrek-El-Allaih,  there  is  an 
extensive  area  which  is  denominated  the  Pool  of  Bethsaida. 
At  this  time  I  did  not  find  any  water  in  it,  but  most 
distinctly  observed  several  archesj:,  which  are  almost 
buried  in  rubbish,  which  appear  to  have  been  formed  to 
fiSlow  water  to  flow  under  them. 

The  whole  way  from  this  gate  up  to  the  arch,  there  is 
a  gradual  ascent,  but  the  way  becomes  more  contracted 
in  ascending  to  Mount  Calvary.  There  thestr^t  of  Grief  or 
the  Dolorous  Way  terminates.  It  is  extremefly  narrow, 
over  it  a  peculiar  gloom  is  spread,  and  it  is  dilficuit  to 
pass  along  it,  the  stcmes  being  brdken  up,  and  it  is  very 
much  out  of  order.  On  this  occasion  I  did  not  proceed 
to  the  place  consecrated  by  so  many  considerations  awfiil 
to  the  heart  of  Christians.  I  visited,  however,  in  particu*^ 
lar,  the  Armenian  convent,  situated  in  the  quarter  called 
Harat^Arman ;  the  church  of  which  is  sieiid  to  be  founded 
on  the  spot  where  James,  the  brother  of  John,  was  b^-» 
headed  by  command  of  the  tyrant  Herdd.$  The  general 
view  of  the  interior  of  thb  sanctuary  is  magnificent.    T(ie ' 

•  Joliii  xix.  17.  t  Matt.  xxvn.  32.  t  John  v.  2, 5, 
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iilCar  is  rkMy  adorned^  and  die  pulpit  and  doors  are  inlaid 
wifii  mother  of  pearL  Combined  with  its  splendour^  it 
IS  distinguished  by  a  most  remarkable  degree  of  cleanli-* 
hess,  and  I  consider  it  to  be  the  best  church  in  Jerusalem ; 
the  priests  were  polite  itfid  attentive  in  pointing  xmt 
the  various  objects- of  interest.  In  a  chapel,  there  is,  in- 
dUsedin  a  locked  cas^  three  large  stones,  which,  acoot^ 
iag  to  an  c^inion  loitertained  by  the  brotherhood,  are  of 
inestimable  value.  One  of  these  is  asserted  to  be  the  same 
oot  wiuch  Moses  broke  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  when  he 
b^eld  with  indignation  the  idolatry  of  the  Israelites* ; 
the  other  was  brought  from  that  part  where  Christ  was 
baptized  in  Jordan ;  and  the  third  from  the  Mount  of 
Trainsfiguration.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  broken  tables 
themselves  do  not  appear  to  have  been  preserved. 

Here  I  would  offer  one  observation.  If  the  truth  of 
our  holy  religion  did  not  rest  on  foundations  more  solid 
than  stones,  and  similar  objects,  to  which  the  anrefomUBd 
church  attach  so  high  a  degree  of  importance,  hOw  little 
would  it  merit  that  strong  confidence  which  its  exalted 
principles  and  doctrines  requu*e,  and  ne\rer  fail  to  inq>ire 
in  the  mind  of  that  man  who  is  awakened  to  a  just  sens^ 
of  his  own  natural  unworthiness. 

•  Leaving  the  Armenian  church,  I  proceeded  .to  the  gate 
t)f  Mount  Sion,  and  walked  round  the  Mount,  which  is  a 
most  beautiful  elevation  f  ,  a  1  ittle  without  the  city,  where  I  re^ 
inarked  a  number  of  tomb«>stones  with  inscriptions,  whidht 
It  was  difficult  to  interpret  I  entered  a  church,  said  to 
have  been  built  on  the  ground  where  the  house  of  Giiaphas 
stood.  Under  the  altar  there  is,  from  affection  to  his  me^ 
inory,  shown  what  is  pretiended  to  be  the  stone  by  whidi 
Joseph  of  Arimathea  secured  the  door:]:  o(  our  Sariour^s 
tomb,  which  is  of  a  red  colour,  about  seven  feet  in  length, 
and  three  in  breadth.  Adjoining  this  place  is  a  small  edlf 
where  it  is  said  Jesus  was  imprisoned  some  time  before  he 
was  carried  to  the  pres^ice  of  Pilate.  In  the  outer  coart 
kre  a  number  of  tomb-stones ;  and  in  the  centre  of  it  is 

*  Exodus  zxxii.  is.  f  Pnlni  xiviii.  2.  i  Mark  xv.  4e. 
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an  curaiigs  tree  in  fiill  bearing^  ndbuere  I  was  vriiki  att  aolfoifv 
nity  assured,  that  Peter  stood  wfaen  be  demied  his  MaMtr^ 
Contiguoas  to  this  stands  a  mosque,  to  which  I  oould.not 
obtain  admittanoe^  said  to  have  been  erected  on  the  sile 
of  the  boose  where  the  Prince  of  Peace  gave  the  bread 
of  li&  and  the  cap  of  salvalioa  at  his  last  supper  with 
the  Apostles  * ;  witUn  the  circuit  of  the  mJls  indes^ 
mgkf  is  the  spot  on  which  it  is  also  dedanad  the  habits 
ation  stood  where  the  mother  of  iuir  RedeeoMr  ejcpifed* 

The  weather  was  so  eztramdy  un&vouiwbiie  during  tUa 
excursion,  that  when  I  r^nmed  to  the  oonviait,  I  did.  nol 
SaA  da^Hised  to  resume  my  invest^gaticNii,  but  spent.  &e 
afternoon  in  conversation  with  the  fiiars.  I  caimot,  how^ 
ewecj  conclude  the  account  of  the  objects  which  passed 
under  my  observation  this  day,  without  expressing  my 
vsgret  that  the  priests,  by  recounting  so  many  improbable 
tales,  should  aeemio^y  give  countenance  to  the  eoofi  of 
i^fi^la-  On  tbe  one  hand*  either  num v  oS  their  traditions 
must  be  unfiMuided ;  or,  on  the  other,  tiie  accounts  tausis? 
mitted  by  historians  of  the  total  destruction  of  J^uu^ali^ 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  We  are  informed  that  the 
ci^  was  in  a  manner  entirely  obliterated,  and  the  inhabit^ 
ants  driven  away;  besides,  have  we  not  the  words  of  ^Of 
phecy,  nay«  of  C3uist  himsei^  with  regard  to  its  total 
destruction  "b  Ai^d  thitt  not  one  stone  should  be  found  in  its 
prqper  order?  In  this  view,  does  it  not  aiq^ear  higbijij 
ipacKprobable  that  the  situaticms  now  pointed  out  to  plgriuu^ 
a«(  the  scenes  of  so  many  remarkable  events,  sbouJiid  hav9 
been  so  well  known  as  ibe  priests  wquld  induce  them  t0 
believe  ?  If  we  are  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  the 
Jdislorian,  and  the  words  of  scripture,  we  must  feel  qxa^ 
selves  oblig^  to  reject  as  &lse,  many  of  the  local  tradition!^ 
Something  however,  after  all,  may  be  deducted  from  the 
reports  of  historians,  especially  those  of  Josephus,  wh^  JL 
am  inclined  to  think,  exaggerated  the  fidl  of  JenisaL^m, 
sinc^  he  betrays  himself,  whcp  he  states  that  Titus  r^^K^d 
Cecity  to  the  ground,  and  with  the  same  breath. adds» 

*  1  CWi  9d.  a3. 26,  t  Matt.  uv.  2.    Luke  rix.  43»  44. 
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he  left  a  porison  lAnen  be  retured  with  the  captim  and 
spoiL  Now,  if  the  ftct  was  that  Jenualem  Iiad  been  so 
oom|)letely  demolished,  what  possible  oocuioii,  it  may  be 
8d:ed,  oould  there  haYe  been  Sar  a  garrison  ?  In  shorty 
the  rery  adaussioii  of  that  fiu:t  is  oonfinnatory  of  die  trap 
ditions,  since  there  must  have*been  inhabitants  left  under 
the  guard  of  the  troops,  among,  wham  it  is  hig^iljr  probable 
theire  mi^t  Jiafe  been  many  Christians*  Indeed  the  pro- 
bability is,  that  they  weae  in  ganend  Christian^  ainee  it 
was  againstthestiff<iiedBed  Jews  that  the  rage  of  the  4xmi- 
fMNir  was  direoted.  Nor  ahoohl  it  be  lost  ai^t  a^  that, 
iudkpmm  as  Titas  was,  he  appears  to  haw  been  aaxioua 
to  spare  die  temple ;  and  h^ioe  it  may  be  reasonably  oon* 
duded  that  he  would  not  be  vindicttve  towards  die  Chris- 
tians, yffbo,  by  their  principles,  were  less  obnoxious ;  and 
those  sin^ple  ol))ects  of  veneration,  and  pUiees  where  the 
UQowed  aAtsof  dieir  roli^on  were  peiformsd,  ofiiBaad:n» 

suppoattaen,  then,  that  there  had  been  inhahitanfa  kft  in 
the  ruins  oflbeandent^ity,  and  smongthoac^  aiaiiy  Chviv 
tians,  it  does  net  appear  akogedier.  wqirobable  ifaittxnda- 
don  may  have  presented  the  eaoact  spots  whioh  aie  aliM 
pehtBd  out  as  the  sdeaies  of  the  transaatioaa  attached  l# 
fnem» 
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CHAP.  XV. 

I  * 

Visits  to  bethlerem. —  spot  where  the  virgin  rested.  — 

ff 

house  of  SIMEON.  -*-  WELL  WHERE  THE  STAR  APPEARED  TO 
THE  MAOI.-^  BIRTH-PLACE  OF  OHRI)5T.  —  VALLEY  IN  WHICH 
•  THE  AW6EX.8  ANNOUNCED  BIS  ITATIVITY.  —  CONVBHT*-^ 
BICBPTION  BY  mii  MOKK$. —  MANGER.  «— POOLS  09  SOLOMONS 
—  HOUSES  IN  BSTBIiBHBM.  — WOMEN  H|AE9.  TO  jHOURN  OVB^ 
THE  DEAD.  —  DESERT  OF  ST.  JOH^  THE  BAPTISTp  —  RETUBjf 
TO  JERUSALEM^ 

I  SET  out  with  my  servant^  the  Dragoman,  Janissajry,  and 
«  domestic  of  the  convent,  on  the  5th  of  February,  tD 
the  viHage  of  Bethlehem  *,  ealcalated  to  be  about  six  miteB 
aistance  from,  and  to  the  south-east  of,  Jerusalem,  mem0(- 
rablefor  diose events  whidi  are  recorded  in  Holy  Wr^ 
•and  particularly  ^rom  being  the  ever-^memorable  spot  of 
iour  Saviour's  nativi^,  and  also  the  adjacent  coimtry*  I 
1^  the  cily  by  the  gate  called  Bi^El-Haledi,  or  the  dhtoh 
sen,  or  well-beloved;  and  after  passing  the  valley,  went 
across  the  field  denominated  that  of  Blood  ^^  unto  tfab 
dfty"t9  fi^oin  having  been  purchased  with  the  pieces  of 
silver  recdved  by  Judas  for  betraying  our  Lord.  %  I  hag^ 
pened  to  drop  on  the  road  a  favourite  pocket  bible,  a  loss 
which,  at  the  moment,  occasioned  me  vexation ;  however, 
on  dispatching  the  Janissary  to  seardi  for  it,  he  fortunately 
recov^ed  this  most  valuable  of  all  guides  from  a  Bethk- 
hemite  finale,  who  had  picked  it  up. 

About  two  miles  on  the  way,  I  passed  a  large  tree,  in  a 
withered  state,  which,  tradition  says,  marks  the  place  whete 
the  Virgin  r^osed  when  going  towards  Jerusalem  with  our 
Saviour,  to  present  him  in  the  Temple.  §  But  this  tale, 
like  many  others,  which  hac(  been  ccHnmunicated  respect- 

*  Mai.  ii.  6.       t  Id.  JLx?ii.  8.      i  Id.  xxvii.  5.       §  Luke  ii.  S3. 
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ing  the  interesting  scenes  of  these  great  events  in  the  history 
of  our  religion,  is,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  not  so  properly 
aathentieated  as  our.  own  feelings  would  incline  us  to  wish. 
To  the  westward^  there  was  also  pointed  out  the  ruins  of 
the  house  of  Simeon.  *    On  this  road  there  is  a  well,  where 
it  is  rq)uted  the  starf  appeared  to  the  Magi,  on  their  way 
in  search  of  him  who  was  called  the  Prophet  of  the  High- 
est, to  offer  up  to  him  adoration,  and  present  their  giftsv  % 
Fhx»eding  along  the  same  tract,  I  came  to  the  tomb  of 
•RadnU,  who  is  said  to  be  buried  ^<  in  the  way"  ||,  and  this 
4rtaBds  about  the  centre  of  a  public  tract;  above  it^  on  the 
lirow  of  a  hill,  stands  Rama,  enveloped  with  olive  trees:; 
here  the  sanguinary  decree  of  Herod  was  oommanded.to 
be  executed.    Tliis  place,  as  I  formerly  men^iled,  is.  often 
confounded  with  one  under  the  same  nam^  near  Jofqia. 
'    I  then  entered  fielhlriiem,  the  very  cradle^  if  1  may  use 
the  expression,  of  the  Chrisdan  world,  sitaatod  on  an.eles^ 
nation,  and  with  fedings  which  absolu|dy  overpowered  me^ 
when  I  reflected  tliat  here  was  the  sacred  spat  where  H^ 
.^ame  forth  who  was  to  be  a  Ruler  in  Israel.    One  drcuuH 
stance  struck  me  forcibly  at  entermg  the  archway  <Mr  gate  of 
thirvfllage ;  to  the  left  hand  there  were  some  antique  wells ; 
'Aesse  brought  to  my  mind  that  part  of  Holy  Writ  respecting 
ihewish  of  David  tof  drink  of  the  water  of  the  well  in 
^has  place ;  and  as  these  wells  were  almost  ccmtiguoas  to  the 
porch,  I  consi^r  it  highly  probable,  nay,  I.  might  say 
eertdn,  that  some  of  them  contained  that  water  whidi  be 
imxiously  longed  after.    Biit  how  is  it  possible  to  describe 
aU  the  emotions  with  which  I  was  a£fected  at  scftting  my 
foot  in  this  comer  of  the  earth,  ;  and  approaching  that 
sacred  spot  where  the  Redeemer  was  born  in  he^lessness, 
clothed  with  mortal  nature,  laden  with  infirmities,  and  ttft« 
dertaking  to. bear  .the  burden  of.  our  sins.    I  can  only  say 
ifaat  my  mind  was  filled  with  profound  and  awjBol  reve^ 
iTence^  accompanied  with  a  holy  joy.     At  thia  time  there 

*  Luke  iu  S^ttS9.  fMatt.ii.  9v;  ^  MaU.  ii«.U. 

§  Genesis  xxxv.  20.  ||  Ibid.  19. 
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idgned  affomul  a  f^afriom  scAeaakji  aBudil<d»  alQlnM 
of  ibe  dajTi  in  unisoa  wkh  that  traia  of  reAeeCifaR  whibh 
the  iatpectioii  of  such  inteKstiiig  aoenes^  raiiad  to  a  hi|^ 
degree  of  estckemeiit.  The  san  shone  briUiaBllj^  and-  it 
struck  Joe  as  remarkable,  that  a  sort  of  star  ov  diwiMdb 
in  the  centre  of  the  roof  of  the  oonventy  spoiUed  with  in^ 
deser3>aUe  beauty^  bringnig  most  foiakiy  io  mind  that 
gkmoiis  planet  which  had  conducted  the  Magi  to  tUs 
ideajtieal  spot 

•  This  convent  of  FrancisoBas  stands  to  the  essl^  and  is 
sepasatedfirom  the  town;  itiscontigMiis  to  tbedmschrof 
fit.  Marjv  which  was  built  by  Constanttne  and-  the  «bi» 
press  Helena*  over  the  plsoe  of  ihe  aaftint^,  and  focms^ 
with  the  adjacent  ntonasteriest  a  vast  ptte  in  the  shape  of 
a  cross,  approachii^  more  in  appearanoeto afartrsssy  thsn 
the  hatntations  of  men  i^rtm  are  doronsd  to  the  woiahip  of 
Ood.  I  altered  the  gate  by  a  very  low  narrow  widget  or 
door,  wUdi^  brotigfat  to  my  rocDttectian  the  WBOids'of  vi«oi> 
latkffiu*^  •  The  fijars,  on  inspecting  the  letter  from  Rsbmi 
and  ^die  roconunendailion  of  die  British  Amfaasssder  si 
Oc»istantinq[>le  f  ,  receiv^  me  in  their  principal  spartamrt 
with  dislingttished  civility,  where  I  was  entertained  widi 
pofte  tad  refreshments.  They  arranged  tbemssbes  for* 
mally,  like  judges  in  a  court,  imd  sat  down  with  the  Supe- 
rior or  diief^  ifrfio  presided  on  this  occasion,  bi  the  coniae 
of  conversation  they  spdce  in  high  terms  of  respect  of  the 
Sn^ltsh  nation,  attributing  the  seeurily  they  tiojoyed  in 
the  Holy  Land  to  the  exertions  made  by  Great  Britain 
during  the  late  war.  He  was  load  in  his  praise  of  the 
acts  of  hercttsm  performed  4^  Sir  Sidney  Ssodtfi. 

They  afterwards  accompanied  me  to  the  UtEetexA  sacred 
places.  Tlie  diinrch  is  of  considsrable  niBgnitnde» '  arid 
iras  considered  at  one  period  to  be  unrivalled  in  point  of 
heanty  and  magnificence.  The  roof  is  consihieted  of  the 
«Bdar  of  L^Mmon,  and  noUy  supported  by  four  rows  of 
lofty  marble  columns,  being  about  fifty  in  number.  The 
interior  of  the  walls  was  incrusted  with  marble^  but  nfobed 

*  Matt.  vii.  13.  t  A[^ndiXy  No.  HI. 
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«r<te  W  miomikm  pMoQ'  «f:the  Btolu  at  Qnmd  Oaim 
The  ^didir  if  «fMN;iDua»  and  terminates  in  a  semi-carde,  in 
iliMi  Atfpcfncipal  alter  is  ^lacad.  Hiis  part  of  tbeadi^ 
ftoa  Ab  CDwred  widi'  a  capela,  adomad  vntk  figures  ki 
iaoMie»  and'  was  enrichad  by  Ae  Kbandityof  Bddwin  I.; 
who  waa  orownad  bei^  king  of  Jorusalem. 
i  Msnmtg  tespacted  the  dagecls  of  art  and  adaration  in 
Hds  ^ii#ch,>f  was  condiieted  to  a  smatt  staircase^  laading 
to  the  qhapel  of  the  Natnrity,  which  is  under  ground^ 
wheae  the  sohnan  ^tffinass,  added  to  the  oont^oplation  of 
that  mDinentotta  e?ettty  whi^  occurred  on  this  most  aaoied 
Bfolt  of  earth,  are  w^  calculated  to  strike  the  mii^  with 
the  ds^eit  awe  and  veneration.  Before  dbie  akar  several 
massy  silver  lanips,  die  gifts  of  Catholic  prkioes»  are  kept 
eailateBlly  barbing;  and  the  sacved  spot  where  our 
Lord  •  endured  the  penalties  4of  hmnan  guilty  is  marked 
with  a-siar^  ftrmed  of  wldte  marble»  mlaid  with  jaspms 
and  sttmmnAed  wtth  a  radian^  or  gloryy  ov^rwhidi'  k 
js  aoid  the  pbnet  stood  iM6k  led  the  Mi^  to  the  vilb^ 
of  BetUehem.  On  this'  diei^  it  eneii^ded  the  following 
inseriptimi: —  » 

Hic  na  ViKoxu  Jesus  Cnaisirus  natus  bst»* 


To  the  right  of  this  is  shewn  the  place  where  the  manger 
atoodinwhidihe  waslaid.t  It  appears  to  be  cut  out  of  the 
Aatuial  rock»  and  lined  with  marble ;  lamps  of  silver  aie 
always  hq^  in  ap  illuniinated  state  before  it.  Acoordii^ 
ao  a|aractioe  observed  by  pilgrims^  I  saluted,  on  my  knees, 
the  pbee  of  die  nativity,  though  no  kind  of  ceremony  was 
te^oisite  to  eidaanoe  dfte  sublime  sense  which.  I  enterteined 
at  this  particular  asonwint,  of  the  eternal  otd^ations 
wdiiel^  in  eoBsmon  with  dte  whoie^  race  of  mankind,  I  was 
Mdsr  to  Ihs^  .^brifms  Beis^  who  here  bejpn  his  career  of 
aadfaeaig^  haaHUadioBt  said  sabaaission,  which  terminated 

*  Here  Jens  Christ  was  bora  of  the  Virgin  Marjr. 

t  Lake  u.  18. 
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at  tbe  moment  when  beiie^  &a  ikie  crots  he  imo^jf  BtiA, 
^^  It  is  finished,  bowed  his  bead  and  gave  iq)  the  f^M>st<"* 

Having,  quitted  the  ch^pelf  I.  went  by  a  iiacrow  paistge 
into  that  of  the  Iimoettits  who  weie  dain  by  oonttnanA 
of  Herodf;  and  was  shown  a  cell,  in  which  tbe  wsaeim 
informed  me  that  St.  Jerome  made  a  transhMMm  d  the 
Bible.  A  short  distance  from  die  convent  I  was  conducted 
to  a  grotto^  where^  aooording  to  tcacfitiony  the  modier  of 
Jjesus  Goncedied  herself  with  himi  during  the  period  that 
Joseph  was  making  arrangements  for  their  fli|^:|:  I 
formerly  had  occasion  to  r^narkf  that  oaves  and  geottm 
appear  to  have  been  considered  as  tbe  scenes  of  me^t  of 
the  great  incidents  interesting  to  the  mind  of  the  CSirisim 
in  and  about  Jerusalem.  Many  of  .the  habitatk»a.M 
Bethlehem  are  formed  out  of  grottos$;  and  also  sevwal  off 
the  stables  there  and  in  that  city  are  in  excavatioiis  of  the 
earth  and  rock;  so  that.  any. objection  which  may  arise. aa 
&r  as  respects  the  place,  of  the  nativity  being  lyider  poundi^ 
can  have  no  foundation,  but  on  the  contrary  receives  ^tiPOi^ 
confirmation  from  bdug  so  much  similar  .to  the  stables 
ordinarily  in  use  in  that  country. 

After  I  had  carefoUy  inspected  the  different  objects  ct 
interest,  both  within  and  without  this  .church,  and  .monaa* 
tery,  I  directed  my  course  to  the  celebrated  pool%  ot  foun- 
tains, of  Solomon,  situated  about  tbe.distanoe  of  foormileft 
to  the  south  of  Bethlehem,  in  a  most  secluded  situation  in 
the  middle  of  mountains.  These  ara  three  in  number,,  of  a 
quadrangular  form,^  cut. out  of  thescdid  rock,  and  on  the 
side  of  a  hill. .  One  is  raised  above  the  other,  like  a  fiaght 
of  steps,  and  so  disposed^that  the  water  in  the  uppenneet 
flows  to.  the  second,  and  from  thence  to  die  third,  .^eek 
may  be  about  100  feet  in  .breadth,  but  is .  diffei^jNit  in 
length.  Although  it  was>  impracticaUe  to.  ascertain  itb^ 
depth,  yet  they  evidently  confamed  agreat  bedy  of  wate% 
and.  were  in  the  ,best  state  of.  pr^servadon.  .  I.  had;  no 
opportunity  of  knowing  if  they  contained  any  fish.     Thepe 

*  Mark  xv.  37.    Luke  xxiii.  46.  f  Matt.  ii.  16. 

I  Matt.  ii.  13.  §  Zephaniah  ii.  6. 


tbna^lmns  meal  to  menorjr  some  ^expressions  ta  Scanftocis 

At  these  pooi^  ^r  iieshis,  as  I  Aiak  tfiey  may  he  mon 
jMTQperfy  deBominstod,  ihefe  are  tbe  ruin?  of  a  smaR  pd^ 
fiee^  represented  by  the  guide  as  having  been  the  residenoe 
of  Solomo*.  The  spring  from  which  these  reservoirs  are 
supplied  is  ait  a  short  distance,  which  I  was  toid  bjr  the 
rnxneBssy  is  oonsidered  to  be  that  alluded  to  in  the  SfCmg  of 
^ilonoBf  ,  ond  is  at  the  iiead  of  the  fiivt  fountain,  seciiired 
by  a  door.  AMMHigh  ihiB  cnrcumst^nce  does  not  in  itself 
iqspear  Mery  particular,  yet  it  may  be  oonsidercid  fllustralivsf 
of  4he  fiiea^fi^  of  the  purity  ef  a  Ibuntain  sealed  or  shut 
in,  ae  aHoded  to  by  the  wise  man,  as  I  found  k  %  common 
pmetioe  in  tiiis  country,  in  order  to^secure  fountains  pf  water* 
In  Arabia  ako  the  natives  are  in  the  practice  of  dodng  and 
eererii^  wells  of  water,  lest  the  sand  put  in  motion  by  the 
irfnd^  sAioidd  fill,  and  thus  effectually  stop  them  uip.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  refer  here  to  what  is  recoideji  in 
Ssripture,  as  a  custom  observed  in  the  earliest  ages 
respecting  iSie  covering  of  wdls.  j:  The  tradition  of  these 
weQs  16,  tiiat  Solomcm  Icept  ihe  door  of  them,  stamped  with 
his  signet;  and  I  have  observed,  th^t  the  piace  still  appean 
to  -be  «eonred  4>y  a  door,  liiiough  wiiich  the  water  flows, 
and  4s  oondactod  by  a  small  sdbterraneons  canal,  on  the 
side  of  tiie  road,  to  Betidehem  and  Jerusalem.  But  wiwt- 
oter  me.y  the  true  Mstory  of  the  pools,  and  it  (does  not 
appear  to  be  inqdrohable  tiiat  they  might,  with  other  dis* 
tinguishedacts,  have  %een  the  work  of  Solpmon,  tbe  most 
sapcrfekd  observer  miiet  admit  t^at  they  exhilnt  real  evi<p 
denoe  «ff  having  be«i  planned  wilii  wisdom^  and  execute^ 
for  a  most  b^eficial  puipose. 

Immediately  b^low^he^e  vast  cisterns,  about  the  distance 
of'liidf  a  nitte,  ^re  4s  a  deep  vafiey,  inclosed  on  eaeh  side 
by  litgh  -mountains,  whidi  has  been  F^resented  to  l>e  die 
silaalion  where  the  gatdens  of  Solomon  were  laid  out.  On 
viewing  -the  load  situation  of  these  cisterns  and  gardes,  it 

*  Plsaim  xxxvii  9.     Prov.  xiii.  14.    Id.  xiv.  St.    Rer.  vfi.  17. 
t  Selomofi^B  Sonf  iv.  19.  t  Gen.  xxix.  s,  s.  4  Eecl.  iL  4*  S. 
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q)peared  to  me  evident  that  the  fenner  had  been  made  for. 
the  express  purpose  of  watering  the  latter,  without  which 
they  would  have  been  deprived  of  the  proper  nourishment, 
to  promote  vegetation ;  indeed,  in  this  warm  regicHi^  a 
bountifiil  supply  of  water  was  indispensable. 
'  We  are  told  in  Scripture,  that  a  river  supplied  water 
for  the  garden  of  Eden.  *  The  Church  is  the  Paradise  of 
Christ,  whose  spirit  is  a  spring  in  it,  to  refresh  the  souls  of 
beUevers.  In  all  probability  diese  were  used  as  models  by 
Solomon,  since  he  appears  to  have  attached  so. much  ixor 
portance  to  pleasures  of  this  kind,  f  In  no  part,  perbapsy. 
of  the  Holy  Land  are  pools,  or  reservoirs  of  water  for  pro- 
ducing vq;etation,  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  very  ex- 
tensive gardens  about  Damascus ;  which  I  shall  afterwards 
have  occasion  more  pardcularly  to  notice.  On  the  wliols, 
when  a  traveller  views  such  places  with  attenticm,  he  must 
be  peculiarly  struck  with  the  remarkable  coincidence,  ex-* 
isting  between  them,  and  those  passages  of  Sacred  Writ 
where  they  are  referred  to.  This  ought,  therefore,  to  eu* 
hance  in  a  high  degree  the  value  of  that  revelation  of 
mercy  put  into  our  hands,  and  establish  in  the  soul  a 
stronger  and  m<»re. lively  &ith. 

.  On  returning  to  Bethlehem,  the  spot  was  shewn  m9 
where  David  cut.o£P  the  skirt  of  Saul's  gannent^  an  event 
which  is  also  recorded  in  the  book  of  trirth.  % 

On  my  arrival,  I  went  to  the  terrace  on  the  top  of  the 
convent,  the  view  from  which  is  very  magnificent.  The 
charming  valley  immediately  underneath,  is  peculiarly  in- 
teresting to  the  Christian,  as  being  the  place  where  the 
glorious  intelligence  of  the  birth  of  Christ  was  communi- 
cated, by  the  heavenly  host  to  the  humble  shepherds,,  when 
watching  their  jBocks.  §  Having  been  delighted  with  the 
superb  prospect  of  the  hills  about  Bethlehem,  scatt^^^ 
with  olive  trees,  one  of  which  is  in  a  beautifol  conical  forii^' 
and  with  all  its  vaUies  and  surrounding  sublimity^  every 
part  of  which  Is  consecrated  to  the  pious  mind,  as  die  scene 

*  Genesis  ii.  10.  f  Eccles.  ii.  4-^, 

J  1  Samuel  xxiv.  4.  5  Heb.  i.  6.    Luke  ii.  9.  H* 
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of  some  graad  event,  in  which  Heaven  took  a  marked 
interest,  I  was  conducted  to  an  apartment  occupied  by  the 
Princess  of  Wales  when  she  visited  Bethlehem,  where  'I 
fo/ond  the  hospitable  friars  had  prepared  an  excellent  re- 
past* They  placed  me  in  an  elegant  elevated  chair,  and 
being  in  a  Turkish  garb,  surrounded  by  the  whole  body, 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  sit  down,  and  joined 
by  the  domestics  of  the  convent,  I  appeared  in  a  sort  of 
magbterial  attitude,  with  a  train  of  officers  in  waiting. 
The  scene  was  amusing,  and  I  found  it  to  invade,  or  break 
in  upon  that  serious  frame  of  mind  into  which  I  had  been 
cast,  during  the  preceding  part  of  the  day.  On  this  oc- 
casion many  of  the  Bethlehemttes- entered  the  apartment, 
addressing  me  in  Italian ;  they  were  very  annoying,  -p^ess- 
iug  me  t6  buy,  at  an  extravagant  price,  strings  of  beads, 
orosses,  and  r^resentations  in  large  shells,  of  stars,  the 
nativity,  &€.  in  mother-of-pearl,  the  manu&cture  of  the 
Village,  many  of  which  I  had  purchased  at  oiie-half  the 
sum  in  Jerusalem.  The  fabricators  rely  upon,  these  for 
support,  and  the  exporting  of  them  to  other  countries  af- 
fords a  pretty  considerable  revenue  to  many  families.  In 
fiu;t  no  othe^  .trade,  at  least  of  any  consequence,  appears  to 
be  carried  -on  here. . 

'  Bethl^liem  stands  on  a  summit  extending  from  east  to 
wtst,  ^and  it  may  be  noticed  as  remarkable,  that  although 
the  Arabic  is  the  natural  language,  the  Italian  should  be 
more  generally  spoken  among  them,  than  in  any  other 
places  perhaps,  m  the  Holy  Land.  The  soil  about  it  is  of 
a  dhalky  natuise,  the  air  is  pure  and  salubrious ;  and  diseased 
as  the  eyes  were  of  many  of  the  Arabs  I  had  occasion  to 
Dimness  jb  other  places,  I  did  not  observe  those  of  the  in^ 
habitants  in  any  ways  afiected. 

The  foUowmg  morning  I  walked  through  the  village, 
where  the  houses  are  very  humble,  and  flat  on  the  roof, 
with  Jtairs  on  the  outside ;  many  of  the  natives  have 
found  prc^)er  accommodaticxi  in  grottos.  Many  of  the 
woosen  were  busily  employed  in  making  beads,  crosses^ 
and  other  ornaments.  After  I  had  presented  a  sum  for  the 
trouble  I  had  occasioned,  or  rather,  as  formerly  mentioned, 

L  2 
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wider  the  name  of  a  donation  to  the  poor»  I  departed  from 
1Mb  teteresting  village,  at  the  hour  the  friars  were  engaged 
kk  their  devotions.  On  this  occasion  the  organ,  an  instru- 
ment enqidoyed  in  die  earliest  ages  *,  and  so  eminentlj 
ealciilaled  to  elevate  our  affiscdons  towards  the  <Supreflie 
Being,  and  keep  alive  tnw  devotiont  sounded  its  sacred 
notes,  accompaiiied  iyjr  the  cfaaunts  of  a  juvenile  choir^  which, 
combined  with  the  eacalted  consideration,  that  my  &et  were 
passing  over  the  ground  where  a  child  was  born^  whose 
naine  was  '*  Wonderful,  Counsellor,^  the  **  Prince  of 
Peace,"  and  whom  the  Almighty  had  oonmanded  all  tlie 
angeb  to  worship^  was  dee{dy  affsctiiig,  and  overpowered 
me  widi  profinmd  awe  and  veneration. 

Befbre  leaving  Bethldiem  it  may  foe  meBti<»md,  diat 
among  the  different  religious  ceremonies  observed,  ta  'keep 
alive  the  extraordinary  acts  of  Christ  during  his  nuaistry 
on  earth,  there  is  the  following,  which  ocom-s  at  <xie  par- 
ticular period  cf  the  year.  The  ChristiaBs  m  Jerusalem 
assemble  and  unite  with  those  at  Bethlehem.  On-  this  oc- 
casion a  priest  reads  tlie  21st  <^apti^  of  Matthew;  and 
on  pronouncing  llie  wordS)  ^  Oo  into  the  vtUage  against 
you,  and  straightway  ye  shall  find  an  ass  tied^  and  a  eeh 
with  her,  loose  them  and  bring  them  unto  me  ;**  some 
of  the  fraternity  are  dispatched,  and  retom  widi  a  edit. 
Hey  dien  throw  off  part  of  their  clothes  and  lay  on  Ae 
animal.  One  of  them  mounts  on  it  and  proceeds  to  J^ 
rasalem,  at  entering  which  they  spread  tineir  garments 
hi  the  way,  and  scatter  branches  of  drees,  chauutiag, 
^  Blessed  is  the  son  of  David,  that  cometh  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord.'' 

On  mounting  my  mule  at  learving  the  convent,  my  at- 
tention was  attractal  by  a  crowd  of  wmnen,  arranged  in  a 
circular  finrm,  who  appeared  to  be  ovcarwhelmed  with  grief 
and  despair,  mddng  an  extraordinary  howl  or  noise.  On 
coming  up  to  them,  I  observed  all  were  surrounding,  in  a 
sitting  poeture,  an  open  grave,  containing  a  coffin,  and 
lament!^  die  lou  0(  a  native  of  the  village,  whose  body 

*  Qea.  iv.  21.  jdhsix.  31.   Id.«xi.  12.  Psalm  cl.  4.  Bcclea;iii  8. 


wss  4^po^ted  in  it.    Many  d  them  himg  down  thdr 
lieacky  others  were  wringing  their  hands,  and  weeping  bi^ 
terly,  looking  at  the  same  time  into  the  graye*     Sereral 
were  actually  howling  aloud,  in  one  particular  tone,  a»  if 
sofiering  acute  bodily  pain,   and  in  really  appearu^  to 
feel  a  deep  sorrow  fer  the  loss  sustained.    On  the  other 
hand)  however,  I  could  evidently  perceive  that  many  among 
the  group  were  acting  a  hined  part     The  word  of  Grod 
appears  to  warrant  the  conclusion,   tibat  the  posture  of 
these  females,  sitting  on  the  ground,  and  going  through  a 
scene  expressive  of  grief,  has  been  a  very  ancient  custom  *^, 
since  we  find  their  situation  corresponds  with  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  the  children  of  Israel,  after  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  f     The  Jews  lamented  their  dispersion  in 
similar  postures.  %    In  reference  to  these,  one  c^  the  pror 
phets  alludes  to  the  desolation  of  Judea  on  account  of  «in  § ; 
and  it  may  be  added,  as  a  peculiarly  striking  fact,  that 
Jbdea  is  actually  represented  on  Roman  medals,  undar  the 
figure  of  a  woman  sitting  in' the  attitude  of  grief,  under  a 
palm  tree)  and  bedewing  it  with  her  tears.  H     From  these 
feets,  such,  it  may  be  supposed,  was  the  lamentation  of 
Radiel  in  the  village  of  Rama  f ,  contiguous  to  Bethlehem, 
described  by  the  prophet  and  evangelist.     Had  such  not 
been  the  practice  of  the  East,  those  who  came  to  the  bouse 
of  Lazarus,  to  administer  consolation  to  his  sisters^  would 
not  have  formed  the  idea  that  Mary  had  departed  firom  it, 
to  repair  to  his  tomb  to  mourn  over  it.  **    On  this  Occasioii 
I  did  not  learn  the  definite  period  to  which  such  latowt- 
ations  extended,  though  we  find  that  in  general  thore  was 
anciently  no  fixed  time,  ff 

*  Judges  xi.  40.  Jeremiah  ix.  17,  IS.  9  Cbron*  xxxt.  9S,  Amos  v.  16. 
I  Kii^  xiii.  30. 

t  Lamentations  ii.  10.  X  I'salm  cxxxvii. },  §  Isaiah  lii.  26. 

II  "  The  professional  women  in  Greenland,  continue  their  weeping 
and  lamentation.  Their  howl  is  all  in  one  tone;  as  if  an  instrument 
were  to  play  a  tremulous  fifth  downwards  through  aU  the  semitones." 
— Caantz'j  Hut.  of  Greenland* 

T  Mat.  ii.  18.  **  John  xi.  31. 

tt  Gen.  1.  3.    Judith  xvi.  24. 
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I  now  proceeded  to  the  desert  of  John  the  Baptist,  from 
which  I  uitended  to  return  to  Jernsaiem;   I  passed  the 
tomb  of  Rachel,  and  Rama.     This  is  a  small  village  where 
Samuel  took  up  his  residence,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
exercise  of  his  judicial  functions  over  Israel,  and  founded 
an  altar  to  the  Lord,  and  his  ashes  are  deposited  here.*    In 
viewing   the  olive  trees  which  beautify  and  envelc^  this 
place,  and  are  wOd  by  nature,  I  could  not  fidl  to  recol- 
lect the  variety  of  beautiful  allusions  which   are  made 
throughout  the  sacred  volume  to  these  trees,  f    I  after- 
wards travelled  by  a  wild  and  mountainous  tract,  passing 
part  of  the  valley  where  the  Assyrian  camp  was  visited 
by. Almighty  power  with  such  a  terrible  destruction.^ 
By  this  circuit  I  reached  the  amvent  of  St.  John,  adjoin* 
ing  a  village,  where  I  halted  a  short  time,  and  introduced 
myself  to  the  monks;   on  leaving  the  convent,  I  .went 
through  it.     A  number  of  Arabs,  came  out  c^  it.     From 
the  mode  of  their  shouting,  some  a|q>rehensions  arose.as 
to  my  safety,  but  I  was  allowed  to  go  forward.     I  visited  a 
grotto  at  a  short  distance  from  the  path,  said  to  be  that  of 
Eli2al)eth,  mother  of  the  Baptist,  where  she  was  saluted 
by  the  parent  of  our  Lord,  who  pronounced  that  suUime 
prayer,  adopted  in  the  service  of  the  Ei^lish  church,  f 

•  Finding  if  impossible  to  proceed  fiirth^  with  my  mole, 
which  had  already  warned  me  of  danger,  by  repeatedly 
stumbling  on  the  rocky  path,  I  committed  the  charge  of  it 
to  an  Arab  shepherd,  and  went  on  foot  to  visit  the  cave, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  inhabited  by  St  John,  where  he 
exercised  mortifications, '  and  declared  in  the  gospel  to 
have  been  sent  from  God  to  bear  witness  of  the  true  light, 
which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  || 
This  is  situated  on  the  brow  of  a  steep  mountun,  in  the 
most  dreary  place  that  imagination  can  figure.  The  grotto, 
which  appears  to  be  cut  out  of  a  rock,  I  found,  on  measur- 


•  1  Sara.  vii.  17.    Id.  xxv.  1, 

f  Rom.  xi.  24.    Hab.  iii.  J  7.    Psal.  lii.  8,    Rom.  xi.  17. 

%  2  Kings  xix.  35.    sChron.  xxxii.  21.  $  Luke  i.  41 — 49. 

!|  John  i.  9. 
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ing,  to  be  twenty-fourfeet  in. length,  by  twelve  in  breadth ; 
and  in  front  of  it,  flows  a  spring  of  delicious  water,  fomuBg. 
a  small  pool.  In  this  desert  or  wilderness,  and  seated  at 
the  month  of  the  cavern,  I  turned  to  the  scriptures,  mid 
read  the  history  of  this  distinguished  saint,  with  such  peeu-. 
liar  feelings,  that  I  can  offer  no  description  of  them :  they 
may  be  said  to  constitute  the  local  charm  of  all  such  hal- 
lowed and  celebrated  regions.  Some  travellers  have  sup- 
posed that  the  trees*  which  afforded  sustenance  to  St. 
John  are  still  visible  about  this  desert;  but  afler  every 
search  which  I  could  make,  I  found  nothing  that  ap- 
proached in  any  degree  to  confirm  the  fact*  The  Chris- 
tians, fronr  the  different  convents  holding  this  spot  in  high 
veneration,  repair  to  it  annually  on  the  24th  of  June,  to 
perform  religious  acts ;  this  day  is  also  considered  sacred 
to  the  memory  of  St  John  in  the  church  of  England.  To 
the  south,  and  at  some  distance  from  the  desert,  is  pointed 
out  the  well  where  Philip  baptized  the  eunuch  on  his  be> 
lieving  in  Jesus  the  Son  of  God.  f 

On  returning  fix>m  the  wilderness  to  the  convent,  J 
passed  a  village  called  Modin,  situated  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  the  burying  field  of  the  Maccabees  Xy  and  re- 
mained a  short  time  there;  I  was  kindly  treated  by  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  a  building  of  some  magnitude,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  kept  in  tolerable  order.  I  was  conducted  over 
the  church,  where  they  pointed  out  the  spot  where  the 
Baptist  was  born,  marked  by  an  altar  with  this  inscription : 

^  Hie  precursor  Domini  Christi  natus  est." 

The  very  toilsome  way  on  which  I  had  travelled,  in 
coming  to  this  place,  had  the  effect  of  making  me  anxious 
to  move  forward  to  the  Holy  City,  so  that  I  did  not  per- 
haps bestow  so  much  time  in  examining  the  interesting 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  I  might  otherwise  have 
done.  Excepting,  however,  from  casualties,  which  arose 
from  the  broken  and  rocky  state  of  the  path,  I  had  no 

•  Mark  i.  6.         t  Acts  viii.  38.        t  1  Mace.  ii.  70.andix.  19. 
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ollMr  cfiiisci  of  qiprdiendoii ;  for  the  iSShrtat  nie  AnkB 
1  BMt^  tiSsttd  n0  inaiilt^  and  citilly  amwertd  any  eiiqiii#ia» 
whiok  were  made.  Nevertfaeksst  when  I  reaehed  ray 
apnrtiBBiit  in  Ae  tonteiity  I  found  as  if  I  had  leiumcd  Mr 
a  hom^  and  place  of  ^efetge^  add  was  bdgMy  gritifled  at 
the  diflferent  dbjecta  of  kitevHt  I  had  visitod* 
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WitH  THE   Got^EftKroie  0*   jitRtTSAt^:!^  ton  A  UHLttAlty 

.:fcM^ltT.  .^  fftPARTM]! -^  Visit  M  THIS  T(yM«  0»  I/AirA« 
HUS  IK  BBTHAKY^  -^^  l^ltliAKIr  ITRAef  ttfiky&Ofl  1*Hlf  MOUH* 
TAiM».-^REVlrECTl<yilS  CV  tAMSUHtgUt  OF  SOSH^TUlOBk  ^^ 
IffJBUMfe  VIEW  OE  PlAIIrS  09  #]&RltaO  AXP  MOt7litAI]lr»«  *-« 
ARRIVAi«  AT  JERICHO.  —  IKTSRTttfW  WiTH  GOVBRKOll. --» 
ARAB*S  HUT.  —  DRESS   OF  NATIVES. 

IkT^kding  to  proceed  oii  a  journey  to  the  Dcttd  SeA,  and 
tbe  country  around  iU  wUcb  is  considered  to  be  mora 
dangerous  than  tlnrough  any  oth«:  p«rt  of  the  Holy  Land^ 
I  fiMind  it  ejipedtenty  as  a  previous  step,  to  solicit  an  audi- 
edpe  of  tbe  governor  c^  Jerusalem^  and  apply  for  a  proper 
(escort  to  insure  my  personal  safety. 

On  receiving  this  permission^  and  enquiring  for  his 
babitati<Hiy  I  was  gravely  told  by  one  of  the  inmates  of  the 
convent,  that  he  resided  in  the  house  of  Pontius  Pilate*  I 
set  out  from  the  conv^it^  preceded  by  some  of  the  body** 
guards  of  the  governor,  which  he  sent,  and  attended  by  my 
Dragoman,  and  servant,  in  a  hind  of  prooension  to  the 
residence  of  the  governor.  I  found  him  in  a  miserable 
apartment  of  a  building  in  a  state  of  dilapidation.  He  was 
in  a  recumbent  posture,  sitting  eross-le^ed,  enveloped  in 
his  robes,  tossing  to  and  fro  a  string  of  beads  in  his  hands^ 
and  surrounded  by  a  formidable  array  of  officers  and  sol«* 
diers*  He  directed  me  to  sit  upon  a  cushion  laid  on  the 
ground  on  his  right  hand,  and  on  making  a  ^nal^  his 
domestics  entered  with  pipes  and  coffise,  which  were  pre^ 
sented  to  me.  On  this  occasion,  through  the  medium  of 
the  dragoman,  he  asked  a  variety  of  questions  respecting 
the  royal  family  of  England,  and  manifested  a  strong  anx'^ 
iety  to  learn  if  there  was  any  foundation  for  a  report  which 
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had  been  circulated,  and  had  occasioned  a  considerafaltf 
degree  of  alarm  among  the  Turks,  that  Baooaparte  had 
escaped  from  the  island  of  St  Hdena.  He  then  rose^  and 
invited  me  to  a  private  audience^  in  a  small  room  adjoin- 
ing, and  entered  into  a  less  foroial  conversation.  I  men- 
tioned my  intention  of  proceeding  to  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
begged  his  protection.  He  answered  that  he  would  grant 
me  an  armed  escort  for  the  journey,  and  send  letters  to  the 
governor,  who  had  the  command  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
In  short,  he  was  so  polite  as  to  ottsr  similar  escorts,  and 
letters  of  recommendation,  to  ai^y  other  part  of  the  Holy 
Land  which  I  intended  to  visit.  This  condesoen»on  called 
for  the  proper  acknowledgements,  and  I  complimented  him 
on  the  good  order  and  security  which  prevailed  within  his 
jurisdiction.  At  this  interview  I  wore  the  uniform  of  the 
household  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  whieh 
appeared  a  peculiar  object  of  curiosity  to  the  governor,  and 
he  examined  every  part  of  it  very  minutely.  I  remained 
some  time ;  on  taking  leave,  I  presented  him  with  a  watch, 
and  was  reminded  by  the  guards  that  a  compliment  would 
be  also  acceptable  to  them.  I  therefore  gave  a  piece  of 
gold,  and  returned  to  the  convent,  accompanied  by  die 
soldiers  who  came  wiA  me  from  it,  the  dragoman,  and 
servant  The  governor,  who  is  the  husband  of  three  wive^ 
appeared  to  be  about  forty  years  of  age,  strongly  mad^ 
remarkable  for  gravity  of  countenance,  and  thoughdiil ;  the 
cast  of  his  features  strongly  reminded  me  of  those  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans. 

Having  alluded  to  the  incident  of  presenting  the  go* 
vernor  with  a  wateh,  it  may  be  proper  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks, on  the  customs  which  have  been  observed  in '  the 
East,  respecting  presents  to  those  persons,  who  are  vested 
with  authority,  and  are  able  to  exercise  proper  influence 
in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  traveller. 

It  is  universally  understood,  that  when  a  traveller  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  presence  of  persons  of  distinction,  he  is 
bound  to  present  suitable  gifts.  These  are  considered  due 
to  their  rank,  and  are  an  acknowledgment  of  their  authority ; 
in  attending  to  these  formalities  the  donor  is  sure  to  con- 
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80k  his  interest  They  secure  him  not  only  letters  of 
introduction  to  the  places  he  intends  to  visits  and  many 
acts  of  fiiendshq),  but  eq)ecially  his  own  personal  safety  is 
msmred  by  receiving  escorts  of  military.  Revelation,  indeed^ 
instmcts  us  that  this  custom  has  been  kept  up  friHn  the 
earliest  ages.  We  find  that  gifts  were  offered  to  die 
ancient  prophets.*  Also  by  the  Syrians  of  Damascus,  on 
becoming  servants  of  David  f;  and  the  children  of  Israel 
to  the  king  of  Moab.f  We  further  learn  that  David  soli* 
cited  them  to  be  given  to  the  young  men  he  sent  out  to 
Nabal  in  Carmel§ ;  and  gifts  were  kept  in  view  in  the  case 
of  Saul  to 'his  servant,  when  he  proposed  to  consult  the 
prophet  respecting  his  journey.  ||  In  the  court  of  Solomon, 
the  practice  was  observed  by  those  kings  and  princes  who 
attended  itf,  and  is  alluded  to  by  the  Psalmist.^*  GHfts 
were  made  to  our  Saviour  himself,  at  his  birth,  by  thie  wise 
men  who  visited  him.  ff  Such  offerings  appear  to  have 
been  considered  of  so  much  consequence,  that  some  ar*' 
rangement  was  made  preparatory  to  their  presentation,  j::^ 
When  made  by  one  prince  to  another  $$,  they  were  viewed 
as  tokens  of  submission:  this  remark  is  applicable  to  the 
language  of  the  Psalmist  ||  ||  It  does  not,  however,  appear 
from  the  history  given  of  these  firesents,  that  they  were 
confined  to  things  of  any  particular  kind.  At  the  inter- 
views with  persons  in  authority  I  had  occasion  to  offer 
watches,  but  I  regretted  I  had  not  been  apprised  before 
leaving  Britain,  of  the  particular  articles  which  would  have 
been  most  acceptable,  fi*om  being  held  in  the  greatest 
estimation  by  the  Mahomedans,  such  as  cutlery,  pistolsj 
and  telescopes,  of  English  manufacture. 

There  are  also  at  the  present  period,  various  modes  of 
salutation  common  in  the  East,  which  were  anciently  ob- 
served.     In  travellii^  I  was  frequently  saluted   by  the 


*  2  Kings  iv.  42.    i  Kings  xiv.  3.  t  2  Sam.  viii.  10. 

i  Judges  iii.  15—17,  18.  §  I  Sam.xxv.  8.        ||  1  Sam,  ix.  7. 

If  2  Chron.  ix.  24.         »*  Psalm,  xlv.  12.  ft  Matt.  ii.  11. 

U  Gen.  xliii.  25.  §§  Judges  iii.  18.   2  Kings  viii.  9w 

Numb.xxxi.  50.    Acts  xxiv.  17.  |||1  Psalm Jxxii.  10. 
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(BxpreBMiif  Sabmh  meaniog  peaoe»  when  the  right  hand 
WIS  laid  on  the  left  brewt,  acoonqpanied  with  a  gentle 
inclination  of  the  head.  I  observed,  also,  that  when  slaves 
and  servants  entered  into  the  presence  of  persons  of  rank, 
they  applied  both  hands  to  die  head,  and  inclined  the 
body ;  some  idmost  touched  the  ground  with  dieir  heads, 
thus  denoting,  according  to  my  information,  that  this  was 
the  deepest  posture  of  humiUty;  or,  as  the  Turks  assert, 
tantamount  to  a  confession  that  their  heads  were  at  the 
disposed  of  such  distinguished  personages.  There  is 
another  custom  observed  by  persons  in  a  humble  situation 
of  life,  which  is  falling  down  and  kissing  the  garments  of 
men  of  distinction.  We  find  this  also  to  have  been  folr 
lowed  during  the  time  that  our  Lord  sojourned  on  earth  *, 
when  any  act  of  faith  was  exemplified  in  the  divinity  of 
his  mission,  and  his  power  to  render  relief.f  I  further  re- 
marked on  different  occasions,  that,  in  conferring  a  favour 
on  servants,  they  stooped  and  saluted  the  bottom  of  my 
doak  $  and  on  entering  the  apartment,  sat  down  on  their 
heels,  folding  the  hands  across  the  legs,  a  posture  which  is 
uiiderstood  to  express  reverence  and  respect.  This  leads 
me  to  add,  that  my  own  servant,  a  Greek  Catholic,  who 
held  the  monks  in  great  veneration,  when  he  happened 
to  enter  the  presence  of  any  of  them,  stooped  down  on  one 
knee  atid  kissed  the  right  hand,  though  many  withdrew  it 
at  the  moment,  satisfied  that  he  knew  what  was  due  to 
their  rank.  The  act  of  shaking  the  doak  is  expressive 
of  indignation,  which  also  evidently  corresponds  with  an 
and^it  custom.^  To  these  I  may  also  add,  that  kissing 
the  feet$  seems  to  have  been  a  practice  observed  during 
the  time  our  Lord  was  on  earth.  Saluting  the  cheek,  fece, 
and  head,  I  have  seen  done  by  one  man  to  another.  ||  This 
was  recommended  by  the  apostle,  especially  between  be- 
lievers, to  distinguish  the  salutation  from  that  which  was 
merely  of  a  civil  and  ordinary  nature. 

In  prosecution  then  of  my  intention  to  visit  the  Dead 
Sea,    and  the   surrounding   country,  after  making  every 

*  Matt,  xviii.  26.    Acts  x.  25.  t  Matt.  ix.  20. 

I  Acts  xviii.  6.  §  Luke  vii.  37,  38.  8  Rom.  xvi.  16. 
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pi^pfMretion,  I  set  oid;  cm  the  Bth  cX  Febrtuury,  attebdnl 
by  two  soldiers  who  had  been  sent  me  by  the  governor; 
I  likenise  had  letters  which  had  been  promised  me  to  the 
commander  of  Jericho ;  the  Dragoman  of  the  ponvent  and 
my  own  f^rvant,  and  the  wiiole  party  were  on  horseboiek^ 
and  wdl  provided  wilh  fire  arms. 

I  left  Jerasalem  by  the  gate  of  SL  Stephen,  croaaed  th^ 
valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  passed  the  gEnkn  of  Gethsemane^ 
asoended  thb  Mount  of  Qltvesy  and  in  a  short  time  neacbedl 
die  Tallage  of  Bethany  on  the  odier  side  of  it,  about  two 
miles  distance  from  the  city'*,  where  Jems  once  resided, 
and  appeared  to  his  disciples  after  his  resorrection.f 
The  object  which  first  strikes  the  traveller  is  a  ruinous 
aasteUated  pile,  which  it  is  said  Lazanis  occupied.  This^ 
however^  is  one  of  the  oral  legends  that  abound  m  this 
interesting  country,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  and 
superior  claims  that  «11  its  hallowed  spots  have  uppn  our 
tno«t  serious  affections,  weaken  the  impression  of  the  best 
authenticated  memorials,  and  affect  the  associations  of 
piety  with  incredulity  and  distrust  About  a  quartet  of  a 
mile  beyond  it  I  was  conducted  to  a  large  stone,  cia 
which,  it  is  said,  Jesus  reposed.  On  what  authority  this 
tradition  rests  it  was  in  vain  to  ^iquire.  The  stone  itself 
however,  may  attract  attootion,  since  both  the  sub- 
stance and  colour  of  it  bear  no  resemblance  to  any  of  the 
neighbouring  rocks:  this  circumstance  has  not  occurred 
to  those  who  are  interested  in  every  relic  of  antiquity,  to 
ascribe  liie  diff^^nce  to  some  miraculous  change. 

Not&r  distant  is  pointed  out  the  ruins  of  a  building,  said 
to  have  been  the  house  of  St  Mark,  on  a  pleasant  elevation, 
commanding  a  spacious  view  of  the  vaUey  undemealdi,  and 
the  mountains,  which  extend  in  grand  and  sublime  form  to 
a  vast  distance.  A  little  to  the  right  are  the  vestiges  of 
the  habitation  x>f  Mary  Magdalen.  A  torrent  of  rain  hfl;sr* 
ing  £itten  at  this  time,  obliged  me  to  desist  from  viewing 
Bethphage,  and  odier  places  in  the  vicinity,  and  liasten 

*  John  xi.  18.  t  Luke  xxiv.  50.    Matt.  xxi.  17. 


Its  A1IABS. 

for  shelter  to  the  •village  of  Bethany,  where  I  visited  the 
tomb  of  Lazarus. 

I  am  disposed  to  think,  that  the  appearance  of  the  se- 
pulchre  strongly  accords  with  the  description  of  the  evan- 
gdist  I  first  descended  to  a  cave  *,  probably  firom  fifty 
to  sixty  feet  under  ground,  and  landed  in  a  small  quadran- 
gular space^  where  there  appears  to  have  been  a  com- 
munication with  a  church  adjoinii^,  which  is  now  built  up, 
and  convertdd,  as  I  was  infimned,  into  a  mosque.  In  the 
wall  of  this  apartment  there  is  an  aperture,  of  about  three 
feet  in  breadth,  formed  by  the  raising  a  large  stone,  as  if 
by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  through  which  I  crept,  and 
entered  an  arched  vault,  said  to  be  the  spot  where  the 
body  was  laid,  which  I  found,  on  measuring,  to  be  about 
fourteen  feet  in  length,  ten  in  breadth,  and  eight  in  height. 
During  the  time  I  remained  in  this  place,  and  occupied  in 
reading  the  account  of  the  miracl%  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
^^  LAZARtJS,  COMB  FORTH,"  souudcd  loudly  in  my  ears ; 
when  I  experienced  a  sensation  of  indescribable  delist 
These  remarkable  expressions  seemed  to  bear  a  significa- 
tion even  greater  than  the  memorable  occasi<>n,  oa  which 
they  had  been  employed,  and  held  out  a  solemn  call  to 
that  spirit,  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins^  to  arise  firom  the 
sleep  of  death,  that  Christ  might  give  it  life. 

On  this  occasion  several  Arabs  came  down  to  the  cave, 
and  perplexed  me  exceedingly.  I  was  surveyed  by  them 
sternly,  firom  head  to  foot;  they  examined  my  umbrella, 
which  was  an  object  of  wonder;  handled  my  seals  and 
watch  chain,  which  I  was  not  without  some  apprehensions 
they  might  lay  claim  to;  and  firequently  spoke  aside  to 
each  other.  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  all  comfortable  dur- 
ing the  scrutiny  of  these  savages  below  ground,  especially 
having .  heard  they  had  occasioned  great  trouble  to  tra- 
vellers ;  and  still  less  by  the  sort  of  mystery  that  hung 
over  the  manner  of  their  colloquy.  Having  been  obliged 
to  descend  with  lighted  candles,  the  scene  which  was  pre^- 

•  Jobo  XI.  3S— 44. 
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sented  when  the  Arabsstood  with  their  ferodous  loaku  and 
grinS)  white  teeth,  and  rude  arms  hung  in  belts  round 
their  body,  was  tenific,  and  approached  to  ahnost  a  si- 
milar one,  formerly  described,  when .  I  entered  the  py • 
raraids  in  Egypt.  On  returning  to  the  mouth  of  the  cav^ 
I  came  in  contact  with  another  group,  who  were  more 
impertinent  and  troublesome  by  their  puriosiQT)  aud  in* 
suUed  me,  by  hooting  and  casting  stones  on  retiring  from 
the  village.  I  could  not  £sul  to  remark,  in  and  about 
Bethany,  though  not  exceeding  half  an  hour's  walk  from 
Jerusalem,  the  lawless  and  ferocious  nature  of  the  Arab 
inhabitants,  contrasted  with  the  same  tribe  about  Beth- 
lehem, six  miles  distant,  who  were. civil  and  polite. 

Proceeding  on  the  journey,  I  descended  to  a  valley^ 
where  there  is  a  fountain,  denominated  that  of  the  apos- 
tles, from  an  idea  they  had  recourse  to  it  to  refresh  them- 
selves, in  the  several  jourileys  between  the  Holy  City  and 
Jericho,  and  the  only  spring  on  this  tract.  Some  degree 
of  credit  may  be  attached  to  this,  since  it  appears  a  con- 
venient stage  for  that  purpose,  and  there  is  an  abundance 
of  water  in  and  about  the  place.  Afterwards  the  road  was 
very  rugged  and  solitary,  among  the  mountains,  where 
desolation  and  silence  are  spread  around.  At  <me  part, 
on  the  summit  of  a  mountain  over  which  the  tract  led,  are 
the  ruins  of  a  fortress,  and  from  being  situated  close  to  the 
side  of  it,  proves  it  must  have  been  erected  during  the  cru- 
sades to  command  passes,  which  it  was  well  calculated  to 
effect.  In  the  course  of  this  journey,  several  caves  and 
grottos  came  into  view,  the  habitations  of  shepherds.  At 
the  above  period,  and  indeed,  in  all  times  of  danger,  it  is 
understood  these  recesses  vere  resorted  to,  as  refuges  for 
the  oppressed;  and  in  that  view  it  i^pears  that  such  places 
were  had  recourse  to  at  an  early  period.  *  A  country, 
more  favourable  for  the  attacks  of  banditti,  and  dens  better 
adapted  for  concealment,  can  hardly  be  imagined;  and  in 
travelling  along  this  territory  of  desolaticm,  theie  was 
brought  to  my  recollection  the  description  given  by  our 

*  Judges  vi.  2.    • 


Lcirdi  of  «ke  itidiiridual  mko  enminitewd  a  bmad  >of  rAWw 
in  his' jovmey  to  Jericho.  ^  in  jU  pvobabflsty  this  0eci|Rsed# 
dboat  the  very  spot,  i£^e  lepnsidar  the^ptmUt  w^s  grounded 
00  amattttr  ef  fiiot  It  fucther  oeonrred  to  my  mkkd,  that 
4ie  aBFepeiitliig  mmer  is  reprasenttd  as  Implying  reecwRM 
to  'Sttch  kirking^pkiees,  to  screen  Uonself  fimii  the  ptvsenoe 
of  God,  "whesn  he  comes  in  bis  giery  tojudge  the  woii^.f 
At«iie  pert  of  the  road  I 'was  alanoed,  in  0(Misdq[«enoe4tf 
imo  men  darting  Stom.  a  eave  in  the  vock,  armed  mAk  iee 
arms,  and  apprdhcnsive  diey  woaid  be  followed  by  oAevB 
irifh  ifie  ^w  of  attacking  my  cavaieadew  I  foimd,  how* 
eTer,  they  kuA  recomrse  to  this  spot  ftr  clietler  bom  *nib^ 
to  which  one  part  of  Seripture  siay  with  propriety  be 
«^rred.  X 

I  c«ne  to  a  tenfl^  deseit,  surroittided  with  oieiifltaiiis^ 
tossed  »id  janMed  in  the  wfldest  possiUe  oonftnion,  by 
e^me  violent  agiiatieii  ^cfi  nature.  On  ^oe  of  Aeae,  wirioh 
is  of  great  sdtitudey  or  to  use  the  words  ef  the  evangelist) 
-^^  an  ^exoee^thig  high  moimtain/'  it  is'said  our  Saviour,  after 
being  baptized  in  Jordan,  was  led  ^md  4»rap(ted  iby  the 
devil.  $  Varioiis  yawning  .caverns  or  cells  are  Ho  be  seen 
in  horrible  pveeipioes,  the  abodes  of  the  religiaas;  they 
are  inhabited  pardoukrly  at  the  period  of  Lent,  siker  the 
exaflnple  of  his  rigorous  lasting  a  certain  fteriod  in  liie 
wilderness,  triumfdiing  over  the  isaiiities  <of  this  lifie,  and 
l9ie  power  cf  hell.  ||  The  marked  wildness,  defid  siileiiee^ 
and  4tei41ity  of  this  most  extensive  wilderness,  where  ^there 
was  BO  ^hoiise  of  any  description,  or  even  a  tree  to  Jhade 
from  an  oppressive  sun,  slopongiy  prompted  me  ta  enpress 
iiie  w4dl  which  ^had  been  conveyed  by  one  of  the  .pm» 
phets;f  with  respect  io  finding  some  place  of  oblige.  Pod- 
^aps  a  situation  mese  completely  secluded,  and  better 
«^bpted  for  the  mtaries  ef  abstinence,  eannet  be  fmntsd 
out  'Upon  the  foce  of  this  ^obe.  Here  it  biay  ibe^nemashed 
te  eHtmovdinary,  that  {isofessors  of  Christianity  have  at 
any  ttme  entertamed  the  idea  that*solitary  meditatixm,  in  a 

♦ 

*  Luke'x.  30 — 37.  t  Isaiah  ii.  21.  I  Job  xxiv.  8. 

J^  Matt.  It.  S.    Luke  ir.  5.        I  Mask  i.  is.        t  Jeremiah  ix.  S. 
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Ind  of  desobtion,  shut  out  as  it  were  from  the  world, 
should  amount  to  a  fulfilment  of  duty,  according  to  the 
principles  of  a  rel^ion,  essentially  social  in  all  its  obliga- 
tions, as  that  with  which  the  world  has  been  blessed  in  the 
doctrines  of  Jesus  Christ 

These  retreats  overlook  a  deep  gulf  or  rairine,  which  is 
so  terrific  and  sublime^  as  to  be  calculated  to  shake  every 
nerve.  A  short  way  fiirther,  the  great  plain  of  Jericho 
and  the  surrounding  coimtry,  of  inexpressible  grandeur, 
imrst  into  view.  I  stood  rivetted  to  the  spot  on  this  most 
commanding  eminence,  but  it  is  impossible  to  describe  my 
feelings  at  the  critical  moment  The  prospect  excited 
my  admiration  firom  the  prodigious  extent  of  country 
stretching  in  all  directions,  which  appeared  as  a  map  under 
^  feet;  and  it  occurred  to  my  recollection  that  it  had  been 
die  theatre  of  some  of  the  most  tragical  and  extraordinary 
events  that  ever  occurred  in  the  world  from  the  powerful 
and  irresistible  arm  of  the  Almighty.  The  plain  is  in  the 
ferm  of  ^.semidrcle;  on  the  east,  where  the  Jordan  runs, 
it  is  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  PL^h*  fix>m  which 
the  children  of  Israel  had  the  first  view  of  the  Land 
of  Promise,  and  where  the  ashes  o(  Moses  repose  f;  on 
the  west  by  a  chaia  of  mountains,  at  the  foot  of  which 
Jericho  is  situated;  and  on  the  south  the  plain  appears 
to  the  eye  almost  boundless;  and  at  the  northern  extre- 
mity of  it  is  the  vast  Lake,  in  dead  and  awful  silence. 

It  was  on  this  plain  that  the  manna,  which  at  one  time 
was  rained  from  heaven,  ceased  to  fall;  that  many  of  the 
tttenspJs  and  vessds  were  made  for  the  use  of  the  splendid 
temple  at  Jerusalem  j:;  the  natives  of  Jericho  had  co- 
operated with  others  m  repairing  the  walls  of  that  city, 
which  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  monarchs  who 
ornamented  it  with  splendid  edifices ;  but,  above  all,  the 
Bede^ner  took  his  sacred  steps,  and  proclaimed  his  doc- 
trine. As  I  entered  Jericho»  when  the  sun  was  going 
down,  other  remarkable  events  recorded  in  Scripture  oc- 
curred to  my  recollection,  especially  of  the  crowd  which 

*  Deut  iil  ST.  t  Deut.  xxxiv.  5.  s.  t  i  Kings  vii.  45, 46. 
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fidlowed  ^im  wiien  he  entered  it,  and  prodauned  salvatmi 
in  the  house  of  the  rich  man.* 

I  stopped  at  what  has  been  called  the  house  of  Zac« 
cheus,  which  is  the  wreck  of  an  old  castle^  and  tlie  resir 
dence  of  the  commander  .  or  governor  of  that  district.. 
Familiar  as  I  had  become  with  the  general  misery  that 
pervades  the  houses,  and  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  in 
the  Holy  Land,  where  I  had  been  taught  to  submit  to 
many  privations,  and  indeed  blot  out  the  word  '^  comfort" 
from  my  recollection ;  the  residence  of  this  man  appeared  to 
be,  of  all  others,  eminently  distinguished  for  wretchedness^ 
On  the  vbit  being  announced,  I  was  requested  by  an  Aralx 
servant  to  alight,  and  on  entering  a  stable^  which  extended 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  pl8ce,v  was  conducted  up  a 
narrow  broken  staircase  to  the  terrace  on  the  very  top  c£ 
this  ruin,  where  I  found  him  in  die  comer  of  a  small  dirty 
apartment,  which  was  almost  suffocating  from  want  of  air« 
He  was  a  feeble  man,  diminutive  in  stature,  tottering  undar 
the  jBge  of  eighty  years,  and  sitting  cross-legged,  in  the 
very  quintessence  of  beggarly  pomp,  with  a  few  ferocious 
Arabs  as  attendants,  in  a  kind  of  shabby  military  costume, 
I  ddivered  the  letters  of  introduction;  he  desired  me  to 
sit  on  a  filthy  piece  of  carpet,  like  a  hearth-rug,  spread 
out  on  the  ground,  and  presented  to.  me,  direct  from  his 
mouth,  the  pipe  he  was  smoking;  an  act,  as  I  form^ly 
observed,  which  is  considered  iu  the  East  as  a  mark  of 
honour,  coming  from  persons  in  authority.  Afterwards 
coffee,  like  ditch-water,  in.a  broken  cup,  was  handed,  when 
he  entered  into  conversation,  and  promised  an  escort  the 
following  day. 

On  this  occasion  he  gave  me  an  order  for  lodgings  in  * 
the  village,  which,  although  perhaps  the  best  in  his  power 
to  recommend,  were  in  reality  nothing  more  than  an  empty 
hovel  built  of  mud,  hardly  fit  for  the  reception  of  cattle. 
Here.  I  entered  with  the  horses,  the  animals  occup3dng  one 
side  of  the  place,  and  myself  and  attendants  tJM  otiier. 
We  lighted  a  fire  of  sticks,  laid  down  our  bods  on  the 

*  Luke  xix.  2.  9. 
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floor  of  earth)  and  took  some  refreshment,  after  a  most 
fatiguing  journey.  The  hut  being  besieged  by  the  Arabs, 
occasioned  some  alarm ;  several  of  them  rushed  forward  in 
the  most  impudent  manner,  and  arranged  themselves  round 
the  fire,  in  a  sitting  posftion,  re&ting  on  their  heels,  with 
their  hands  folded  across  their  legs,  staring  us  in  the  face, 
and  watching  all  our  motions.  The  countenances  of  these 
barbarians  were  almost  black,  with  long  beards,  and  their 
eyes  sparkling  with  uncommon  fire.  They  had  the  finest 
set  of  teeth,  but  ap|»ared  in  the  very,  extreme  of  wretdied- 
ness,  being  almost  in  a  state  of  nudity,  some  of  them 
having  merely  a  ragged  shirt  with  a  belt  or  girdle  about 
the  body*,  and  old  slippers;  others  with  a  coarse  woollen 
cloth  thrown  round  one  of  the  shoulders,  a  piece  of  leather 
like  the  soles  of  old  shoes,  attached  to  the  feet  by  strings 
or  cords,  like  the  form  of  sandals,  and  armed  with  coarse 
daggers  or  knives.  The  females  were  dressed  something 
after  the  mode  of  those  on  the  Nile^  which  I  formerly  de- 
scFibed,  with  a  kind  of  loose  wrapper  or  night*-gown,  theit 
faces  veiled,  and  the  arms  and  legs  of  some  of  them  orna- 
mented with  large  rings  made  of  glass  f,  which  are  sold  at 
Jerusalem.  They  eat  from  one  dish,  and  take  out  the  victuals 
with  their  naked  hands  j:,  not  using  any  spoons  or  knives. 

Although  greatly  disti^bed,  yet  I  considered  it  my 
interest,  in  so  savage  a  spot,  not  to  show  any  opposition  to 
the  intrusion  of  these  savages,  being  so  ccxnpletely  in  theiif 
power,  and  appearing  as  an  intruder.  I  therefore  supf^ed 
them  from  my  provisions,  especially  with  tobacco  and 
c^ee,  these  things  being  esteemed  by  the  Arabs  the  highest 
luxuries,  upon  which  they  constantly  fixed  a  sharp  eye.  I 
thus  secured  their  friendship,  as  I  was  afterwards  treated 
with  marks  of  condescension  which  amounted  to  consider- 
ation and  respect. 

*  Istath  xi.  S.    Lukft  xii.  35.    Pftalm  xviil.  52. 

t  Genesis  xxiv.  29.    Isaiah  iii.  16.  18.  %  Matt  xxvi.  SB. 
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CHAR  XVIL 

DEPARTURE. —  JOURNEY  ALONG  THE  PLAIN.  —  DESCRIPTION. 
—  JORDAN.  —  DEAD  SEA.  —  FRIGHTFUL  DESOLATION.  — 
STRIKING  PICTURE  OF  THE  MALEDICTION  OF  HEAVEN  ON 
THIS     COUNTRY.  —  ACCURACY     OF     SCRIPTURE.  *-  OPTICAL 

^  DECEPTION.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  .  SEA.  —  IMPORTANT 
DISCOVERIES  TO  BE  EXPECTED  IF  BOATS  PERMITTED.  — 
BATHING  IN  THE  WATER.  —  DESCRIPTION.  —  BITUMEN.  — 
ANALYSIS  OF  WATER.  —  RETURN  TO  JERICHO.  —  FINAL  IN- 
TERVIEW WITH  GOVERNOR.  —  Arab's  tents. —  RETURN  TO 
JERUSALEM. 

Although  a  heavy  rain  had  fidlen  during  the  night  and 
the  following  morning,  I  was  resolved  to  prosecute  my 
journey  to  the  famous  banks  of  Jordan,  and  afterwards  to 
the  Dead  Sea.  The  governor  performed  his  promise,  for 
at  an  early  hour  the  promised  escort  arrived  at  the  hut, 
composed  of  several  men  on  horseback,  armed  with  mus- 
kets slung  across  their  backs,  pistols,  sabres,  and  several 
sharp  instruments  in  belts  round  the  body.  These,  with 
the  persons  who  accompanied  me  from  Jerusalem,  amounted 
in  all  to  twelve  in  number.  We  set  out  in  a  tract  along  a 
dead  plain,  preceded  by  a  powerful  person  with  a  long 
spear,  which  not  only  appeared  as  an  instrument  of  warfare^ 
but  .was  carried  as  a  mark  of  honour ;  this  appears  to  have 
been  adopted  as  &r  back  as  the  first'  kings  of  Israel.  * 

Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  our  leader  to  amuse  us 
by  exercising  his  horse,  and  flourishing  the  weapon  which 
he  carried,  with  singular  dexterity,  yet  the  journey  was 
very  dreary.  The  day  was  dark  and  gloomy,  as  if  Heaven 
in  its  righteous  judgment  had  frowned  on  this  land,  and 
marked  it  out  as  one  which  should  be  excluded  from  the 

*  1  Sam.  xxii.  6.    S  Sam.  xxi.  16.  19. 
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regard  or  superintendence  of  Providence,  and  it  exhibited 
a  woeful  picture  of  desolation.  The  tract  was  so  deep,  as 
to  render  it  difficult  to  get  forward  the  mules  and  horses. 
Not  an  animal  besides  these  was  to  be  found,  for  wh<»n, 
indeed,  the  ground  could  a£Pord  no  kind  of  sustenance,  on 
account  of  its  nakedness ;  nor  was  the  note  of  a  bird  to  be 
heard,  or  even  the  smallest  insect  to  be  discovered.  On 
reaching  the  banks,  the  state  of  the  weather  was  such  as 
to  prevent  all  reflection  beyond  the  immediate  purpose  in 
view.  I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  have  bathed  in  these 
istreams,  which  had  been  consecrated  by  the  passage  of  the 
ark*,  and  hallowed  by  the  baptism  of  Christ f,  but  my 
situation  being  extremely  uncomfortable  at  this  time,  I 
could  only  alight  from  my  mule  for  a  few  minutes  to  bathe 
my  hands  and  face,  and  fill  a  couple  of  bottles  with  the 
water.  The  place  of  lavation  we  were  told  was  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  spot  where  John  baptized  Jesus,  when 
the  blessed  Spirit  hovered  around,  and  called  forth  a  sub- 
lime exclamation  firom  the  Evangelist  %  Highly  interesting, 
however,  as  the  whole  scene  was,  the  clouded  atmosphere 
and  the  torrents  of  rain  which  fell,  deprived  me  of  satis- 
faction, and  nothing  but  the  great  anxiety  to  visit  such  a 
spot,  could  have  enabled  me  to  endure  so  long  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  to  which  I  was  exposed. 

The  Jordan  is  presumed  to  take  its  rise  near  the  moun- 
tains of  Anti-Libanus,  flows  through  the  Lake  of  Ge- 
nasereth  or  Tiberias,  and  ultimately  loses  itself  in  the 
Dead  Sea.  Although  we  find  in  the  sacred  writings  it  is 
described  as  a  river,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  Sail 
under  that  denomination.  It  is,  in  fact,  no  more  than  a 
stream,  not  exceeding,  perhaps,  thirty  yards  in  breadth, 
and  the  appellation  of  the  term  river  seems  to  have  been 
merely  attached  to  it,  from  the  interesting  events  which 
occurred  in  its  waters.  It  is  said  to  overflow  its  banks  at 
a  particular  period  of  the  year ;  this  we  find  anciently  oc- 
curred, and  on  a  calculation  of  the  words  of  scripture^ 
during  the  month  of  March.  $     It  was  during  the  pre- 

*  Joshua,iv.  10, 11. 13.  f  Matt  ill.  15. 17. 

t  John.  i.  28, 29.  §  1  Chron.  zii.  15. 
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ceding  month  I  made  the  jouraey»  when  it  was  large  and 
increasing,  and  flowing  with  so  much  rapidity,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  I  could  come  9t  the  water,  which  has 
nothing  to  recommend  it  in  point  of  taste^  * 

When  the  river  is  swelled  by  heavy  rains,  or  the  melting 
of  snow,  its  i^apidity  is  so  great*  that  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  the  most  expert  swimhier,  even  at  the  narrowest 
part,  to  go  across  it.  At  a  certain  period  of  the  year, 
pilgrims  ttiavel  iii  a  great  body,  sometimes  to  the  number 
df  SOOO,  bathing  in  its  conseei^ted  stream,  #hich  many 
do  under  an  idea  that  it  has  the  effect  of  cleansing  them 
from  sin.  The  streams  of  the  Jordan,  indeed,  for  the 
purpose  of  immersion,  may  be  considered  of  high  an- 
tiquity, since  we  find  Naaman  f ,  captain  of  the  armies 
6f  the  king  of  Syria,  who  had  been  afiected  with  leprosy, 
was  commanded  to  have  recourse  to  th^n  in  order  to 
purify  himself,  which  was  accordingly  accomplished.  The 
pilgrims  also  wash  their  linen  in  it,  with  the  view  of 
preserving  it  for  shrouds  at  their  death.  The  soil  also 
of  the  Holy  Land  has  been  conveyed  to  Europe  to 
he  used  for  interment.  At  Pisa,  there  is  a  church-yard 
which  is  reported  to  be  formed  of  mould,  several  fathoms 
deep,  which  was  brought  from  Jerusalem  in  1282.  The 
banks  of  this  river  are  enveloped  with  bushes,  which 
tradition  represents  as  the  haunts  of  beasts  of  prey,  con- 
firming the  propriety  of  the  poetical  allusion  made  use  of 
by  the  Prophet  f;  but  most  fortunately  I  did  not  come 
in  contact  with  any  of  them.  The  superstition  of  many  of 
the  pilgrims  leads  them  to  cut  and  form  into  staves,  the 
willows  about  its  banks,  under  the  idea  they  contain 
virtue.  I  lamented  that  existing  circumstances  interdicted 
further  excursions   about  the  sacred  place,  rand  circum- 

*  So  mu^h  virtue  hps  been  attached  to  this  v»ter,  thfitit  iK  said  at 
one  time^  a  quantity  of  it  was  brought  to  baptize  jK>me  of  th^e  royal 
blood  of  England.  The  son  of  the  Duke  de  Berry  in  li^Vance  was 
christened  With  it ;  and  it  was  obtained  expressly  for  the  purpose  fron) 
that  river. 

t;9Kingfi  v.,14.  |  Jer.  xlix.  19.    Id.  1.44. 
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scribed  my  movements  by  the  nearest  tract  to  those  objects 
which  I  had  immediately  in  view. 

Leaving  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  and  recollecting  the 
words  of  the  Prophet  *,  I  directed  my  course  to  the  Dead 
Sea,  striking  along  the  plain  or  desert  in  a  northern  di- 
rection. In  the  course  of  this  ride  the  weather  brightened, 
bat  it  only  served  to  discover,  in  a  more  frightful  form, 
the  awful  scene  of  devastation  which  lay  before  me.  It 
was  similar  to  lifting  up  the  shroud  from  the  dreadful  dis* 
figurations  of  death  itself.  The  accursed  soil  over  which 
my  path  lay,  was  white,  resembling  powder,  and  the  rains 
had  ccmverted  it  literally  into  mortar.  As  I  proceeded, 
my  attention  was  vividly  excited  by  the  views  of  regularly 
fimned  castles,  fortifications,  and  other  edifices ;  but  on 
approaching  them  the  illusion  vanished,  and  I  found  they 
were  masses  of  moving  sand,  which  had  assumed,  in  the 
tourse  of  time,  these  fantastical  appearances. 

In  any  other  place,  and  amongst  objects  of  a  different 
character,  these  curious  deceptions  in  nature  might  have 
been  pleasing,  but  here  they  only  filled  the  mind  witli  awe 
end  dread.  They  seemed  to  be  the  monuments  of  some 
mysterious  power  which  had  been  at  work  on  the  place^ 
and  departed,  sweeping  away  all  the  traces  of  man  and 
life. 

•  I  wish  that  I  had  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  to  give  an  ac- 
curate description  of  this  devoted  region  or  shadow  of  death, 
which  is  without  any  order,  f  No  ^guage  of  the  most 
eloquent  writer,  can  convey  a  proper  view  of  the  moumfiil 
devastation  which  reigns  here,  from  the  curses  denounced 
against  it ;  or  express  the  solemn  horror  which  the  scene  is  so 
much  calculated  to  inspire.  This  country  must  be  visited 
in  order  to  be  truly  known.  It  is  strikingly  monumental 
of  the  trepiendons  wradi  of  God;  and  affords  a  dreadful 
warning  to  mankind.  To  the  terrible  acts  exercised  in  his 
vengeance  on  this  place,  which  has  been  so  scorched  and 
'blasted  with  Ughtning,  we  find  allusions  in  the  sacred 

*  Jer.  ii.  6,  f  Job  x.  9S. 
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vohrnie,  by  the  denunciation  of  the  divine  jndgmtot  <m 
apostate  Israel.  *     I  now  drew  near  to  that  spot,  whore 

**  Heaven  ram'd  on  earth  of  old  a  storm  of  fir^ 
To  avenge  the  wrongs  wluch  nature's  laws  endured. 
On  tliat  dire  race  to  horrid  deeds  inured.'* 

A  profound  silence,  awful  as  death,  hangs  orer  die  lake  ; 
but  the  sound  of  its  heavy  waters  slowly  rolling  before 
the  wind,  which  blew  at  the  time,  accompanied  by 
showers,  was  even  more  appalling  than  the  desolation  of 
its  shores.  At  this  time,'  after  reading  from  the  MMhe 
the  tragical  and  heart-rending  description  of  the  fire  and 
brimstone  which  was  rained  upon  the  place,  I  gazed  on 
every  thmg  around  me ;  in  the  midst  of  my  savage  guards 
I  became  rivetted  to  the  spot  in  silent  wonder  and  awfiil 
dread,  feeling  as  if  I  had  been  brought  to  the  very  veige 
of  the  habitable  world.  I  could  only  exclaim  in  the  Ian* 
guage  of  Holy  Writ,  it  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  mai^ 
vellous  in  our  eyes.  Here  I  would  address  sceptics  axA 
scoffers  in  the  present  age  of  disaffection  and  infideltty, 
into  whose  hands  this  volume  may  happen  to  fall*  You 
who  not  only  apply  a  flattering  unction  to  your  own  sonls^ 
but  strive  to  blind  the  eyes  of  others,  and  shake  their  wdl 
grounded  faith  in  the  word  of  God,  with  the  fiilse  idea  that 
it  is  not  a  Revelation  of  truth  and  mercy,  sent  down  from 
Heaven,  but  a  cunningly  devised  MAe^  or  fraud  and  im- 
position practised  on  the  world,  and  who  vomit  forth 
blasphemotis  publications  to  bring  it  into  contempt,  let 
me  solemnly  recommend  you  to  flee,  and  be  spectators  of 
a  place  visited  with  the  terrible  vengeance  of  God,  where 
cities  are  a  desolation,  a  wilderness,  and  a  land  wherein 
none  dwelleth.f  There  will  your  boasted  imagination  be 
humbled  to  the  very  ashes  of  destruction  scattered  aTOund. 
You  unll  foel  every  nerve  unstrung,  and  be  shook  to  the 
centre,  and  powerful  conviction  brought  to  your  dekided 
minds,  by  the  existence  of  demonstrative  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  Revelation,  when  it  asserts  that  there  is  a  Power, 
whose  arm  has  been  made  hsffe^'  having  thrown  down  tiie 

*  I>eut.  xxix.  S5.  t  Jeremiah  IL  43. 
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tremeadous  tbundexliolts  of  his  vengeanoe,  and  burned  up 
lib  adTersories,  and  see  how  fearful  a  thing  it  is  to  fidl  into 
Ae  hands  of  an  Almigh^  God.  . 

In  this  solitude  I  derived  something  like  an  emotion 
of  pleasure  from  the  sight  of  a  hawk,  which  passed  over 
the  low  unnavigated  waters ;  an  incident  in  itself  doubly 
pleasingi  since  it  not  only  broke  the  course  of  those  di»* 
tressing  feelings,  which  are  forced  on  a  traveller  by  sudi 
awful  vestiges  of  Divine  indignation,  but  was  a  marked 
oontradiction  to  the  repeated  assertion,  that  no  birds  can 
fly  over  the  laike,  on  account  of  the  pestiferous  vapour 
which  exhales  from  its  sur&ce,  and  would  prove  fatal  to 
them.  It  is  also  said  that  no  fish  can  exist  within,  its 
waters,  and  those  which  are  carried  into  it  by  the  river 
Jordan  die ;  certainly  I  had  no  evidence  to  the  contrary^ 
having  no  means  to  try  if  the  lake  did  contain  fish,  nor 
oould  I  perceive  on  the  shore  any  shells  resembling  those 
^rf"  oysters,  &c.  or  that  it  changed  colour,  as  some  have 
observed,  or  plants  growing  on  it.  Neither  did  I  discover 
the  pillar  of  salt,  or  the  apples  which,  have  been  so  oilen 
alluded  to ;  or  find,  in  truth,  a  tree  of  any  species.  On 
the  whole,  the  vast  wildness,  frightful  sterility,  and  strange 
apparitional  form  of  the  moving  sands,  are  sufficient^  with- 
out any  extravagant  fiction  and  chimera  of  the  imagination, 
to  impress  the  reflecting  mind  with  profound  sentiments 
of  rd%ious  awe,  and  the  dreadful  power  of  that  Deity  who 
.has  grasped  his  glittering  sword  of  vengeance,  and  chastised 
his  guilty  creatures.  It  ought  to  bring  to  the  recollection 
the  words  of  God  respecting  the  final  period  of  all  things, 
when  the  very  heavens  shall  pass  away,  the  elements  melt 
with  heat,  and  the  whole  earth  be  burned  up.*  The  pre- 
fixed sketch  rq>resents  the  {dain,  Jericho,  the  Arab's  tents^ 
the  meandering  of  the  Jordan  and  part  of  the  Dead  Sea, 
with  the  mountains  in  the  back  ground.  Having  been 
disappointed  of  bathing  in  the  Jordan,  I  stripped  and 
indulged  in  it  here ;  but  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  that  I 
was  sensible  of  the  water  being  more  buoyant,  as  'some 
persons  have  asserted,  than  that  of  the  ocean ;  nor  can  I 

*  S  Peter  iii.  10. 
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agree,  in  the  opinions  entertained  by  a  Jewish  Imtorian : 
although  rts  taste  is  decidedly  more  disagreefkble,  the  smdtf 
approaches  to  that  of  Harpowgate,  and  is  also  not  unlike 
bilge  water.  I  found  [Meces  of  the  bitumen,  or  combus- 
tible substance,  which  are  blaek  as  hard  jSint,  and  which 
on  breaking  appeared  similar  in  heart :  supposing  a  part 
vf  it  is  applied  to  a  light  in  a  room,  a  smoke  issues  and 
in  the  course  of  a  minute  the  place  will  be  impn^ated 
with  a  most  offensive  smell,  like  that  of  sulphur,  in  which 
no  person  can  remain.  Clouds  arise  from  the  lake»  the 
effect  of  evaporation,  which  are  said  to  resemble  in  appeur- 
ance  water-spouts.  The  very  air  around  is  affected  by  this 
evaporation.  Crosses  of  this  bitumen  are  made,  and  sold 
at  Jerusalem,  and  an  odd  idea  is  entertained  by  some  persons, 
that  the  wearing  of  the  bitumen  is  >  an  antidote  against 
the  pliague. 

llie  lake  Asphaltes,  or  Dead  Sea,  as  it  is  more  com* 
monly  called,  and  which  in  Scripture  has  been  denominated 
the  Salt  Sea*,  has  assumed  the  form  of  a  bow ;  on  the  east 
it  is  bounded  by  the  mountains  of  the  antient  country  of  the 
'Moabites ;  to  the  west  it  is  also  guarded  by  high  moun* 
tains  of  a  blackish  colour,  and  condemned  for  sterility*  It 
is  estimated  at  about  eighly  miles  in  length,  and  twenty 
mfles  in  breadth ;  but  it  was  impossible,  at  the  spot  wheate 
I  istood,  to  take  the  whole  into  view,  as  it  appeared  to 
haVe  a  curving  position ;  and  although  it  Is  understood  to 
have  no  visible  issue,  yet  it  does  not  overflow.  There  is 
'daily  disdiarged  into  this  lake  from  the  river  Jordan 
many  thousand  tons  of  water;  and  as  so  great  aquai^ily 
is  received  without  a  visible  increase  in  the  limits  «f  the 
lake,  it  is  presumed  to  be  either  absorbed  by  the  buiming 
csands,  or  received  by  subterraneous  Gavities»f    Sdence 

*  Deot.  iii.  17. 

t  The  following  are  the  substances  and  proportions,  the  result  of  an 
analytical  experiment  upon  a  bottle  of  the  water. 

Muriat  of  Lime         -  3.920 

Magnesia        -        -  10.246 

Soda        ...        lOMid 
Sulphat  of  Lime    -        -         54 

24.5S0  in  100. 
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faas^  deep  reason  to  deplore  that  no  effort  has  been  made, 
by  European  governments,  for  permission  from  the  Turks 
to  transport  a  small  vessel  there,  (which  might  be  ejected 
from  Joppa,  or  materials  to  construct  one  on  the  banks  of 
the  lake,)  that  every  part  of  it  might  be  carefully  explored. 
When  it  is  considered  that  hitherto  all  the  knowledge  we 
possess  relative  to  this  prodigious  body  of  dead  water, 
has  been  derived  either  from  the  hasty  inspection  of  soli- 
tary travellers  like  myself,  or  religious  fanatics',  willing 
to  magnify  and  mystify  every  circumstance,  it  canriot  admit 
of  doubt  but  that  many  curious  discoveries  might  be 
brought  to  light.  If,  for  example,  it  should  be  found 
to  contain  fish,  as  its  waters  are  of  a  very  difierent 
quality  from  those  of  the  ocean,  or  any  other  lake  from 
which  fish  have  been  taken,  they  may  be  of  a  kind  and 
nature  entirely  different  fi'om  those  with  which  naturalists 
ai^e  yet  acquainted.  The  truth,  also,  of  what  has  ofben 
been  supposed  with  regard  to  vestiges  of  remains  of  the 
demolished  cities  being'^under  water,  will  be  most  accu- 
rately ascertained ;  in  short,  the  precise  length,  breadth, 
circumference,  and  depth  of  the  whole,  with  other  objects 
highly  important* 

Various  are  the  conjectures  which  have  been  foraied  as 
to  the  means  employed  by  the  Almighty  in  the  dei^tructioti 
of  the  cities  charged  with  guilt  Some  travellers  mentioti 
that  ithig  lake  covers  the  Vale  of  Siddim,  where  the  cities 
stood)  nay,  that  they  are  now  actually  to  be  seen;  but  1 
could  not  possibly  discover  the  slightest  vestige  of  these^ 
which  would  have  been  objects  of  the  most  striking  interest; 
I  am:  however  disposed  to  thmk  their  imagiimtiiMis  miuit 
huve  ^deceived  them  in  this  particular  instance.  Although 
some )  speak  of  the  destruction  of  thirteen  towns  by  an 
inundation  of  burning  sulphur^  the  statement  cannot 
be  consider^  as  detracting  from  that  of  die  Scriptures 
in  which  SodoAi,  Gomorrah,  Admah,  Zeboim,  and  Bela 
are  mentioned,  and  therefore  must  be  supposed  by  impli- 
cation. Others,  likewise,  state  that  the  cities  were  de- 
stroyed by  lightning,  and  the  vegetable  powers  of  the  earth 
around  burned  up.     If  we  attend,  however,  to  the  testimony 
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of  the  sacred  historians,  we  are  left  in  no  state  of  doubt 
on  the  subject*,  since  fire  and  brimstone  have  been  so 
specially  mentioned  as  a  direct  effect  of  the  mighty  ven- 
geance of  Heaven. 

But,  in  considering  this  tremendous  phenomenon,  with- 
out taking  into  view  whether  it  was  accomplished  by  fire 
and  brimstone  firom  the  vials  of  heaven,  by  an  inundation 
of  melted  sulphur  poured  from  the  mountains  ignited  by 
lightning,  by  volcanic  means,  or  the  horrors  of  an  earth- 
quake, accompanied  by  a  fiery  tera{Jest  in  the  air,  one 
question  cannot  fail  to  arise :  into  what  depository,  or  by 
what  means,  were  the  waters  of  the  Jordan  absorbed  pre- 
vious to  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event  ?  It  is  perfecdy 
evident  that  these  must  have  had  an  oudet  somewhere ; 
and  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  suppose  they  were  absorbed 
in  agricultural  purposes,  as  some  have  supposed,  foipding 
an  opinion  on  what  some  have  alluded  to  respecting  the 
Barrady,  a  river  about  the  same  size,  which  is  consumed 
by  the  gardens  in  and  about  Damascus. 

I  am  unwillmg  to  ofier  any  opmion  upon  this  interesting 
subject;  but  as  it  is  evident  that  unless  the  very  state 
of  the  country  has  been  changed,  the  Jordan  must  have 
had  in  this  plain  a  receptacle  for  its  waters,  previous  to  the 
destruction  of  the  cities ;  and  since  the  Scriptures  a£^rd 
no  information  respecting  the  formation  of  the  Dead  Sea^ 
as  a  consequence  of  the  judgment  of  Heaven,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  this  lake  may  always  have  existed,  and  that 
the  cities  were  situated  on  the  banks  of  it.  In  the  terrible 
concussion  of  their  fate,  and  the  desolation  which  was 
poured  upon  the  country,  it  appears  highly  probable  that 
some  important  alteration  took  place.  The  bounds  of  the 
lake  may  liave  been  enlarged,  and  the  character  of  its 
waters  changed,  by  the  nitre  and  bituminous  materials 
thrown  into  it.  But  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  latter 
was  altogether  formed  at  the  time ;  on  the  contrary,  had 
this  been  the  fact,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  cir- 
cumstance so  peculiarly  striking  would  have  been  described, 

*  Gen.  xix.  S4,  25, 
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i^y,  often  alluded  to  in  the  sacred  reomd.  However, 
fix)m  the  silence  which  Is  observed  on  this  particular  point, 
I  am  inclined  to  conclude  there  is  strong  confirmation 
of  my  opinion;  although  hitherto  the  common  idea  has 
been,  that  the  vale  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  suffered  a 
submersion,  and  the  waters  of  the  lake  Asphaltes  covers 
the  cities  where  they  stood. 

Another  c^inion  also  may  be  entertained.  I  had  oc- 
casion to  mention,  that  from  an  elevation,  on  approaching 
Jericho,  I  had  a  most  extensive  view  of  its  plain,  with  part 
of  the  Dead  Sea  at  the  northern  extremity.  Now,  it  may 
be  supposed  that  the  whole  space  covered  by  this  sea,  which 
is  on  an  exact  line  with  the  plain,  with  a  regular  chain  of 
mountmns  on  each  side,  might  have  been,  prior  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  cities,  part  of  the  very  plain  of  Jericho ; 
for  the  first  tract  of  my  journey  along  it  to  the  Jordan, 
from  west  to  east,  and  the  ^ea  to  the  north,  was  an  entire 
dead  waste,  and  the  ground  in  a  white,  pulverised  state,  as 
if  burned  up,  with  nothing  gibwing  upon  it  We  find  ex- 
pressly, in  one  part  of  the  history  of  Lot,  that  he  beheld 
ALL  THE  PLAIN  OF  JORDAN,  BEFORE  the  Lord  destroyed 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah ;  and,  in  another,  that  God  had 
overdirown  Sodom  and  G(miorrah  by  fire  and  brimstone, 

with  ALL  THE  PLAIN*  * 

The  situation  of  the  country,  as  described  by  Moses  at 
die  time  he  wrote,  appears  to  have  been  precisely  the  same 
as  at  the  present  moment.  He  observes,  that  the  <<  whole 
land  is  brimstone  and  salt;  it  is  not  sown  or  beareth,  nor 
any  grass  groweth  thereon."  The  acts  of  Almighty  ven- 
geance, which  have  thrown  it  into  such  a  terrible  state, 
have  been  recorded,  in  infinite  wisdom,  as  a  fearfiil  warn- 
ing to  countries  involved  in  sin  and  wickedness  f ;  in  short, 
no  language  can  more  strongly  describe  the  horrid  situ- 
ation of  this  country;  which  has  drunk  so  deep  at  the  hand 
of  God,  the  cup  of  his  fury,  than  that  which  is  to  be  found 
in  holy  writ.  X 

*  Gen.  xix.  95.    Gen.  ziu.  lo.    Deut.  zxix.  as.    Jerem.  v.  90. 
t  Jude  l«-7.  i  Heb.  xii.  29.    Deut.  iv.  34.  52.     l  Cor.  x.  1 1. 


174  DiEAD   &GA. 

I  spent  about  half  an  hour  an  this  dettounoftd  shot^ 
and  filled  two  bottles  with  the  water ;  at  which  time  pieces 
of  wood  were  tiirown  on  the  shore  by  the  violence  of  Ae 
wind,  which  had  been  impregnated  with  salt.  The  shore 
itself  had  also  a  saline  iqppearaiice,  by  the  retiring  of  th^ 
water ;  in  short,  v^;etable  life  appears  tQ  be  utterly  Imk 
nished  from  this  part  of  the  earth*  Locusts  living  and 
dead  are  to  be  found  in  this  place^  some  of  which  are  of 
enormous  length.  *  As  the  shades  of  night  were  approach- 
ing, the  guards  represented  the  danger  of  remaining  longer^ 
since  an  attack  might  be  apprehended  frcon  some  of  the 
tribes  of  Arabs,  who  lurk  about  it,  and  conceal  themselves 
in  the  loose  sands,  watching  for  prey.  In  consequence  of 
this,  I  mounted  my  mule  and  departed ;  when  I  could  not 
£Eiil  to  recollect  the  strong  language  of  Scripture,  at  retire 
ing  from  this  frightful  scene  of  desplation^  from  the  incensed 
mf^sty  of  heaven,  f 

The  sublime  is  a  feeling  whidt  cannot  admit  of  long  in* 
dulgence :  it  is  too  vehement  to  endure,  and  its  emotions 
soon  exhaust  the  mind.  Hie  views  along  th^  lonely  chores 
of  the  Dead  Sea  are  powerfully  calculated  to  excite  that 
deep  and  agitating  feeling,  even  without  the  terrors  (^  any 
immediate  danger;  so  that,  without  the  suggestion  of  my 
attendants,  I  was  willing  to  retire.  The  scenes,  however, 
which  I  had  witnessed,  during  this  long  day,  were  those  of 
that  visible  horror  which,  would  harrow  up  the  soul,  and 
never. will  be  efiaced  from  my  recollection,  unmitigated  by 
aay  association  of  sorrow  for  the  cities,  over  which  die  thun- 
derbolts of  Divine  wrath  have  been  darted.  I  directedmy 
course  to  Jericho, .  passing  a  convent  demolished  by  the 
Mabomedans,  which  was  at  one  time  a  most  convenient 
place  for  the  accommodation  of  pilgrims  in  their  journey 
to  the  Jordan,  and  arrived  in  safety. 

Jericho,  which  was  at  one  period  denominated  the  city 

♦  One  of  these  i8  in  the  Uunterian  Museum  in  the  University  of 
Glasgow. 

t  Jer.  sxxvi.  7.  PsaL  cxlv.  6.  Rev»  xiv;  lo,  Ezek,  xxxytii.  22. 
Luke  xvii.  29.    Job  xviii.  15. 
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of  poim  trees*,,  was  SBtiaitly  considertd  only  infericH*  in 
poiDt  of  consequence,  wealthy  and  magmficenoe,  to  Jenb*- 
aidnn,  and  was  indosed.by  walls  .tihacee  miles  in  circnm-i 
ference.f  No  vestiges^  however,  of  its  former  grandeur  j:, 
6C  the  splendid  palace  of  Henod,  are  to  be  traced;  but,. on 
the  comtrarjr,  it  forms  at  this  moment  only  a  miserable  Til- 
lage^  composed  of  a  few  imde  and  contemptible  day  cot- 
tages, each  not  exceeding,,  perhi^s,  t^i  or  twelve  feet  in 
hei^it.  It  appears,  indeed,  either  as  if  some  cause,  &tal  to 
popuktion,  were  still  emanating  from  the  pestiferous 
vicinity  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and  destined  to  extirpate  the 
veiy  energies  of. life;  or  that  the  jud^ents  aAtiently  d<^• 
nooneed  against  it  by  the  Akn^ity  were  in  full  force.  In 
the  neighbourhood,  upon  ihe  plain,  some  tents  were 
pitched,  and  occupied  by  Arabs,  covered  with  Idack  cloth, 
made  of  the  hair  of  goats  and  other  anknak,  which  are  i^n> 
by  wom^),  as  was  antiendy  the  casew§  To  the  colour  of 
these  coverings,  reference,  is  made  in  the  sacred  writi]:^. 
Sudi  tents  appear  to  have  been  used  from  the  earliest 
ages  II,  and  afibrd  a  subject  to  the  Psalmist,  of  contrasting 
those  under  which  evil  is  practised,  to  the  humble  office  of 
a  door-keeper  of  the  house  of  6od«^  Many  dififer^it 
tents,  or  booths,  I  observed,  in  diSerent  parts  of  the  Hely 
Land,  filmed'  of  other  materials,  such  as  the  branches  and- 
leaves  of  trees,-  has  evidently  been  derived  from  the  Israel-* 
ites,  who  appear  to  have  adopted  that  mode  to  edSord  shelt^ 
or  covering.  ** 

In  addition  to  some  of  the  many  interesting  events  I  for- 
merly alluded  to,  as  having  occuired  on  this  plain,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  Z!edekiah,  king  of  Jerusalem,  fled  there 
with  his  ^rmy,  wees  made  captive,  and  brou^t  before  the 
king  of  Babylon ;  his  captivity  was  followed  by  most  cruel 
sufiferingsf  f ,  and  near  the  village  is  a  stream  of  water  which 

*  Dlent.  xxxiv..  5.    2  Chron,  xxviii.  1 S. 

t  Heb.  xii.  30.  i  Joshua  vi.  21.  26. 

§  Exod.  xxxT.  26.  xxxvi.  14. 

II  Gen.  ix.  27.     Num.  xxiv.  5.     1  Kings  xii.  16.     2  Sam.  xx.  1. 

t  Psalm  Ixxxiv.  10.  **  Lev.  xxiii.  40 — 4.5.    Neh.  viii.  14. 
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iSisfaa  had  miraedotisly  puiged  of  its  peculiar  taste.*' 
M%en  I  reflected  on  wluit  this  country  or  **  garden  of  the 
Lord,"  must  have  been  about  the  time  when  it  was  oonr 
quired  by  Jodiua,  a  period  of  the  world,  when  Egypt 
flourished  in  all  her  grandeur,  enjoying  the  arts  and  lux* 
uries  of  that  magnificent  epoch  in  which  her  lofty  and 
enduring  edifices  were  constructed;  I  am  filled  with 
w<mder,  mingled  with  sorrow.  Jericho,  at  present,  is 
sunk  into  a  mere  name,  for  the  few  deplorable  hovek 
wUch  now  constitute  the  place,  can  never  be  considered 
even  as  the  relics  of  that  ancient  and  noble  dty,  which  was 
dien  a  fortress  of  such  strength,  that  a  miracle  was  em- 
ployed to  assist  Joshua  in  his  operations  towards  its  redac- 
tion; it  was  the  first  city  in  Ouiaan  which  yielded  to  his 
fi»oe.  But  it  is  thus  that  cities  and  nations,  which  once 
reared  their  proud  heads,  are  now  levelled  with  the  dust. 
Hiese  endure  little  longer  than  the  reign  of  their  founders ;  I 

when,  on  the  other  hand,  the  truth  of  holiness  *<  enduretk  | 

for  ever."  The  very  name  also  of  the  objects  of  idolatry^ 
with  their  worshippers,  are  now  unknown  in  these  sane* 
tuaries;  and  the  strong  holds  which  superstition  erected  in  ' 

this  and  other  celebrated  cities  are  demolished,  leaving  not. 
a  wreck  behind.  The  hand  of  Mahomedanism  now  wars 
i^iainst  it  with  as  much  zeal  as  the  sword  of  Joshua  did  of 
iM;  but  revealed  truth,  how<ever  dim  the  flame  may  yet 
appear  to  the  eye,  is,  I  trust,  now  spreading  over  every 
part  of  the  earth,  bearing  testimony  to  the  prediction,  that 
this  world  shall  be  under  the  influence  of  our  Lord,  and 
that  his  knowledge  shall  fill  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea.f 

Having  dispensed  a  sum  of  money  among  the  guards,  I 
once  more  visited  the  old  governor,  to  thank  him  for  the 
polite  manner  in  which  he  had  facilitated  my  purposes,  and 
presented  him  at  the  same  time  with  a  gold  ring,  which  I 
drew  fipom  my  finger,  with  which  he  appeared  delighted. 
After  remunerating  the  Arab  who  had  accommodated  me  in 
his  hut,  being  surrounded  by  several  of  his  neighbours  for 

*  2  Kingi  xi.  3i|  22.  t  Isaiah  xi.  9. 
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a  siqpply  of  tobacco^  which  had  unfortunately  run  out,  I 
promised  to  send  it  from  Jerusalem.  I  left  Jericho,  con- 
templating the  history  which  has  been  transmitted  of  the 
crowd  which  surrounded  Jesus  at  his  departure  from  it, 
when  he  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind  who  followed 
him*,  and  proceeded  to  Jerusalem  with  the  escort  which 
accompanied  me  from  thence,  by  the  same  track  which  I 
took  from  the  city,  where  I  arrived  in  safety,  received  the 
congratulations  of  the  monks,  and  was  grateful  to  that 
Beings  who  had  extended  his  protection  to  me  through  this 
great  and  terrible  wilderness  f,  and  gratified  that  I  had 
accomplished  a  journey  which  has  been  always  considered 
perilous  and  difficult 

^  Matt.  XX.  29.  94.    John  ix.  53^  55.  t  Deut.  L  19. 
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VISIT  TO  THE  CHURCH  AND  HOLY  SEPUtCHRS. —  REPOSING 
DURING  NIGHT  THERE.  —  PRESENT  AT  THE  PROCESSION  AND 
DEVOTIONS  OP  THE  LATINS  NEXT  MORNING.  —  UNHAPPY 
CONTENTIONS  BETWEEN  THE  LATINS  AND  GREEKS  VOE 
POSSESSION  OP  THIS  CHURCH.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  XT.  —  CE- 
REMONY OP  CREATING  A  KNIGHT  OF  THE  SBl^trLCVRi:. --^ 
RELIGIOUS  CEREMONIES.  — RUINS  OF  THE  ANTnUTT  CITY  OF 
JERUSALEM.  —  TOMBS  OF  THE  KINGS.  —  OBSERVATIONS.  •— 
HOSPITALITY  OP  THE  PRIARB. -— HINTS  TO  MIBSIOHARt  IN- 
STITUTIONS. 

1h£  object  I  had  now  in  view  was  to  visit  the  church 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  on  Mount  Calvary,  and  remain  all 
night,  in  order  to  be  present  at  the  devotions  of  the  Latins 
at  an  early  hour  the  following  morning. 

I  proceeded  there,  in  the  dress  of  a  Christian j  attended 
by  the  Janissary  and  my  servant,  an  arrangement  having 
been  previously  made  that  I  should  be  received  by  the 
Franciscan  or  Latin  brotherhood.  I  entered  the  church 
under  the  most  delightful  feelings  I  ever  experienced,  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  vespers  had  concluded, 
and  preparations  were  making  to  shut  the  doors  during 
the  night.  I  was  received  by  the  order  with  courtesy,  and 
conducted  to  their  cells,  where  supper  was  served,  during 
which  I  had  some  conversation  with  them,  on  di&rent 
points  respecting  the  church.  To  the  ears  of  a  Christian, 
and  especially  in  a  place  where  '^  peace  on  earth,  and 
good  will  towards  men*,''  had  been  taught,  the  represent- 
ations of  those  quarrels  and  heart-burnings  which  existed 
for  so  long  a  period,  between  two  religious  orders  for  the 
*  possession  of  this  church,  was  truly  distressing* 

*  Luke  ii.  14. 
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Previdas  to  die  year  1685  die  Latms  were  in  undistorbed 
occupation,  and  enjoyed  the  exclusive  right  to  perform 
et€iry  act  of  devotion  within  its  walls.  This  tide  having 
been  called  in  question  by  the  Greeks,  it  was  followed  by 
the  most  disgraoefbl  scenes  of  disorder,  and  even  by  acts 
of  personal  violence,  which  were  inflicted  on  the  Latins, 
who  justified  their  claim  to  priority. 

In  consequence  of  diis  the  French  government  interfered, 
and  made  a  remonstrance  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  whose 
protection  was  required  in  behalf  of  the  Latins,  and  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  unmolested  in  possession  of  the 
church.  This  was,  however,  found  to  be  only  a  time  for 
breathing,  it  being  of  short  duration,  for  the  invasion  of 
their  privileges  was  renewed  by  the  Greeks,  and  has  most 
unfortunately  continued  down  to  the  present  moment 
These  animosities  have  been  of  so  violent  a  nature,  diat 
the  Ladns  informed  me,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  a 
short  time  previous  to  my  visit,  a  Greek  had  the  audacity 
to  chastise  one  of  their  number  in  facie  Ecclesicc.  They 
related  various  outrageous  acts  committed  by  the  Grreeks, 
and  implored  me  to  lay  their  grievances  before  his  Excel- 
lency ti^  Bridsh  Ambassador  at  Constantinople,  in  whom 
they  rq)osed  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  confidence. 
Many  representations  had  been  formerly  made  by  the  ambas- 
sadors of  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  on  this  subject ;  but 
instead  of  being  attended  to,  a  profound  silence  was  ob*- 
served  by  the  Turkish  government.  This  will  not  appear 
surprising,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Latins  are  in  a 
state  of  poverty,  and  unable  to  satisfy  the  rapacity  of  the 
Turicish  demands ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  die  Greeks 
are  in  opulent  circumstances,  which  enable  them  to  pay 
enormous  sums  to  that  government,  and  hence  a  peculiar 
interest  is  secured  to  them. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  the  Latin  order  have 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  performing  mass  with  shut  doots, 
and  meet  widi  no  interruption,  until  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  they  are  thrown  open  to  all  religious  sects. 
On  every  occasion  I  remarked  there  was,  on  the  one  hand, 
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a  strong  partiality  shown  to  the  Greeks ;  and  on  the  other, 
a  marked  hatred  directed  against  the  Latins,  and  the 
slightest  trifle  laid  hold  of  on  the  part  of  the  Turkish 
rulers,  to  irritid:e  and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  latter.  One 
fact  came.  Indeed,  direcdy  within  my  own  personal  know- 
ledge :  the  Pacha  of  Damascus,  who  had  arrived  on  a  visit  to 
the  governor  of  Jerusalem,  in  riding  along  the  streets  hap« 
pened  to  pass  the  Latin  convent;  when,  pretending  to  take 
offence  at  a  small  door  which  had  from  time  immemorial 
been  used  as  a  private  entry,  he  ordered  it  Instantly  to  be 
built  up.  This  unprovoked  act  occasioned  the  Latins,  who 
appear  to  be  an  inoffensive  class  of  men,  inexpressible  con- 
cern. They  are  constantly  kept  in  a  state  of  agitation  and 
alarm,  from  the  insults  received  in  one  shape  or  other,  not 
only  from  their  enemies  the  Greeks  and  Turks,  but  the 
rigorous  exactions  which  are  required  of  them  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Mahomedans.  On  the  representations  made 
to  me  by  the  Latins  I  shall  only  observe,  in  the  language 
of  him  who  was  king  over  Israel,  in  this  capital  I  beheld 
the  tears  of  such  as  were  oppressed,  and  on  the  side  of 
their  oppressors  there  was  power.*  Such,  in  short,  is 
the  bitter  enmity  of  the  latter,  against  the  Christians 
in  this  place,  tliat  in  the  event  of  any  rupture  between 
Turkey  and  Great  Britain,  this  church  would  be  erased 
to  the  foundation.  I  am  firmly  persuaded  it  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  apprehensions  of  any  attack  from  England, 
and  knowing  the  interest  the  British  ambassador  takes  in 
the  Christians,  that  the  preservation  of  the  ancient  relics 
is  principally  to  be  attributed. 

.  But  to  return  from  this  digression,  I  would  observe,  that 
no  pers<m  who  has  studied  the  Gospel  with  the  slightest 
attention  can  enter  the  threshold  of  this  sanctuary,  without 
his  soul  being  wrapt  up  in  holy  awe,  and  feeling  deeply 
affected  at  the  extent  of  that  guilt  of  man,  which  nothing 
could  atone  for,  but  the  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God. 

I  was  conducted  to  an  upper  cell,  where  I  reposed  for 

*  Ecdes.  iv.  1. 
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the  night  in  my  clothes,  on  a  firame  of  wood,  intended  as 
a  bed.  Next  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  I  was  roused  to 
attend  the  matins,  and  accompanied  the  friars  in  proces- 
sion to  the  chapel,  which  is  built  over  the  sepulchre,  in  the 
centre  of  this  edifice.  The  friars  followed  each  other  in 
slow  procession,  holding  up  massy  lighted  wax  candles, 
and  singing  in  an  affecting  strain,  which,  being  accom- 
panied by  the  deep  and  solemn  sounds  of  the  organ,  added 
to  the  consideration,  that  here  was  the  sacred  spot  of  earth 
where  he  who  was  the  author  of  our  faith,  bore  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree,  contributed  to  elevate  and  fill 
the  soul  with  sentiments  of  inexpressible  awe.  Afler 
kneeling  down  and  participating  in  the  worship,  where  I 
admit  that  in  the  feelings  of  that  moment,  all  idea  of 
religious  differences  was  lost,  I  was  prompted  to  exclaim 
in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's 
house,  in  the  midst  of  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  praise  be  to  the 
Lord.*  A  sketch  of  the  interior  of  the  church,  with  the 
procession  to  the  sepulchre,  is  given  in  the  plate  in  the 
frontispiece.  I  accompanied  the  Latins,  in  the  same  order, 
back  to  their  cells,  where  coffee  was  served,  and  I  remained 
till  daylight  to  exanune  the  church. 

The  descriptions  which  have  been  given  of  this  sacred 
edifice,  by  travellers,  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  mention  any  thing  respecting  it 

The  church  founded  on  Mount  Calvary  is  about  one 
hundred  paces  in  length,  and  sixty  in  width,  and  in  order 
to  prepare  the  mount  or  hUl  for  its  reception,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cut  away  portions,  and  raise  it  in  others.  In 
this  operation  care  was  taken  that  that  part  of  the  mount 
where  the  accursed  tree  had  stood,  on  which  the  cruci- 
fixion took  place,  should  not  be  touched ;  so  that,  it  will 
be  observed,  this  spot  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
floor  of  the  church,  to  which  there  is  access  by  twenty- 
one  steps.  This  sacred  spot  is  from  twenty  to  thirty 
yards  square,  and  is  gaudily  ornamented ;  there  is  an  altar 
with  lamps  always  burning  before  it.     The  tomb  itself, 

*  Psalm  cxvi.  19. 
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which  at  one  tune  was  a  cave  or  grotto  under  groiiii4» 
formed  by  an  excavation  of  rock,  niay  be  considered  at 
present  as  above  it,  the  tock  surrounding  it  having  been 
removed. 

The  g^ieral  form  of  the  church,  to  which  the  sepul-* 
chre  gives  the  name,  considering  the  remote  part  of  the 
world  where  it  is  founded,  and  other  drcumstanoes,  is 
spacious  and  magnificent;  the  Corinthian  order  of  archi- 
tecture prevails  in  it.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  having 
a  heavy  dome  or  cupola,  the  frame  of  which  is  formed  of  the 
cedar  of  Lebanon*,  and  covered  with  a  kind  of  stucco;  al- 
though light  is  received  from  the  top,  yet  it  is  not  sufiici- 
endy  clear,  but  is  altogether  sombre.  I  did  not  learn  if  there 
were  vaults  underneath.  A  number  of  places  were  pointed 
out  in  different  parts,  which  are  held  peculiarly  sacred,  in 
each  of  which  certain  ceremonies  are  performed,  alluding 
to  the  sujBferings  of  otir  Lord.  Around  it  are  cells  or 
apartments  for  the  reception  of  various  sects  of  Christians  of 
all  nations.  Access  to  the  whole  is  obtained  by  a  single 
door,  but  a  tax  is  rigidly  levied  by  the  Turks  from  every 
person  who  enters  the  sacred  walls,  which  constitutes  a 
revenue,  it  is  said,  of  250,000  piastres^  Over  the  entrance 
is  a  bas  relief  representing  the  entry  of  Christ  into  the  city, 
and  the  acts  of  rejoicing  manifested  by  the  multitude  who 
followed  him  on  that  interesting  occasion.f  On  entering 
the  church,  the  first  object  which  attracts  attention,  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  door,  is  a  slab  of  white  marble  in  the 
pavement,  marking  the  spot  where  Joseph  of  Arimathea 
anointed  the  body  oi  our  Lord,  preparatory  to  its  being 
deposited  in  the  sepulchre.  In  one  part,  to  the  north, 
stands  the  tomb  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  who  captured 
the  city,  with  an  inscription  in  the  Latin  language,  ex- 
planatory of  his  having  established  the  worship  of  Christ 
all  over  this  land,  and  a  wish  that  his  soul  might  rest  in 
peace. 

Over  the  tomb,  which  I  formerly  observed  was  in  the 
centre  of  the  churchy  there  is  a  building  looking  to  the  east, 

« 

*  1  Kings  vii.  2,  3.  t  Mark  xi,  7—9. 
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partly  circulftF  and  partly  oblong ;  the  interior  of  it  is  paved 
with  marble,  and  richly  ornamented  with  curtains  of  crim- 
son, interwoven  with  gokL  A  number  of  massy  splendid 
lamps  are  also  kept  constantly  burning.  This  is  divided 
into  two  apartments,  each  of  them  probably  about  six  feet 
in  height,  and  from  seven  to  eight  in  breadth.  The  first 
is  a  kind  of  ante-chapel ;  and  in  the  second,  which  may  be 
considered  as  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  under  an  altar,  is 
said  to  be  "  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay  * ;"  and  over  it 
is  a  large  painting,  representing  his  bursting  the  bands  c^ 
the  tomb,  and  triumphant  ascension.  The  doors  lead- 
ing to  these  being  very  low,  obliged  me  to  stoop.  The 
outer  steps  are  devoutly  saluted  by  the  pilgrims,  who  kneel 
and  offer  up  their  prayers  with  extended  arms,  throwing  off 
their  shoes  previous  to  entering  the  place.  There  is  a 
solemn  gloom  thrown  over  the  whole  interior.  In  the  year 
1808  a  great  conflagration  took  place.  After  the  hour 
that  the  monks  had  retired  to  rest,  a  fire  broke  out,  which 
committed  great  ravages,  and  threatened  destruction  to  the 
whole  of  this  edifice.  The  cause  of  it  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. The  devouriug  element  was,  however,  happily  ar- 
rested, by  the  united  exertions  of  the  monks :  and  notwith- 
standing the  Holy  Sepulchre  was  at  one  time  enveloped  in 
flames,  they  considered  it  as  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that 
the  interior  of  it  and  its  decorations  were  not  affected,  which 
is  gravely  attributed  to  supernatural  powen  In  this  church 
a  particular  spot  is  pointed* out,  which  is  said  to  be  the 
centre  of  the  earth.  They  ground  this  assertion  on  a  par- 
ticular passage  of  Scripture,  f 

The  number  of  Christians,  of  all  denominations,  and 
firom  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  who  daily  enter  this  sacred 
spot,  is  very  great.  Sometimes  I  observed  that  the  pres- 
sure for  admittance  was  such,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible 
for  others  at  the  same  time  to  get  out  of  the  church. 
During  the  time  I  was  surveying  it,  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  two  Turks,  who  werc^  stroll- 
ing about,  and  appeared  to  scoff  at  the  devoti<»is,  although 

*  Matt,  xxviii.  6.  f  Esekiel  ▼.  5. 
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it  is  kn6wn  that  Christiaiis  would  hare  forfeited  their  heads 
had  they  presumed  even  to  look  into  a  Mahomedan  tem{de. 
In  the  outer  area,  in  front  of  the  sanetary^  a  number  of 
persons  of  both  sexes  were  arranged^  ofiering  for  sale  beads 
for  the  neck,  crosses,  and  shells,  as  clasps  for  the  front 
erf*  the  body,  and  made  of  modier  of  pearl,  representing 
the  nativity  and  other  sacred  events;  these  were  spread 
upon  the  ground,  and  eagerly  purchased  by  p%rims.  Some 
of  these  beads  are  red  and  black  in  colour,  and  of  the  fruit 
of  Mecca,  which  receive  a  kind  of  polish  by  wearing.  At 
Easter  the  sale  is  particularly  brisk,  and  large  boxes  of 
such  articles  are  annually  sent  off  to  the  Catholics,  especi- 
ally in  Spain  and  Portugal.  Some  of  these  I  purchased 
as  curiosities ;  and  my  servant,  who  was  a  rigid  Catholic, 
took  a  bountiful  lot,  which  he  had  provided  for  himself  and 
friends,  and  laid  them  on  the  altars  of  Mount  Calvary,  and 
the  Holy  Sepulchre,  where  they  received  a  formal  bene- 
diction from  the  monks  in  their  ecclesiastical  robes. 

With  respect  to  the  form  of  creating  knights  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre,  it  may  in  the  first  place  be  mentioned, 
that  the  institution  is  dated  about  the  year  eleven  hundred, 
with  the  view  of  exciting  persons  of  rank  and  opulence  to 
visit  the  sacred  places,  or,  in  other  words,  to  increase  the 
revenues  of  the  monks.  The  power  of  such  creation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  vested  by  a  pontiff  in  the  guardians  of 
the  order  of  St  Frauds.  The  nature  of  the  ceremony  on 
such  occasions  is  the  following,  and  it  takes  place  in  front 
of  the  sepulchre.  It  is  commenced  by  a  solemn  mass.  An 
oath  is  then  administered  to  the  candidate  to  the  following 
purpose,  that  he  shall  serve  in  the  Holy  Land,  when  war  is 
carried  on  against  infidels,  and  oppose  the  enemies  of 
the  church  of  Christ;  that  he  shall  defend  the  orphan  and 
widow;  refrain  from  oaths,  imprecations,  and  intoxication; 
lead  a  life  of  chastity,  and  avoid  duels.  On  taking  this 
oath,  the  knight  kneels,  when  the  guardian  or  head  of  the 
order,  pronouncing  a  blessing,  lays  his  hand  on  the  per- 
son's head,  exhorting  him  to  be  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus 
Christ.  A  pair  of  spurs  is  then  fixed  on  his  heels,  and  a 
sword  presented  to  him,  which  he  is  commanded  to  use  in 


mninttiptng  the  r^ts  of  the  church;  after  which,  th^ 
guafdiiin  gives  him  three  strokes  on  the  shoulder,  wd  99 
often  repeats  these  words :  *^  I  ordain  thee  a  knight  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  name  pf 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost"  After  this  the  person 
13,  saluted;  a  gold  chain  and  cross  is  thrown  about  his 
neck :  and  on  rising  he  salutes  the  s^ulchre,  and  returns 
the  insignia  to  the  guardian.  The  expence  attending  this 
creation  is  about  thirty  pounds.  I  heard  that  this  cere- 
mony had  been  performed  by  some  of  the  suite  of  a  certain 
illustrious  personage,  during  a  visit  to.  Jerusalem,  though 
they  were  actually  Protestants.  It  is  indeed  universally 
understood,  that  none  can  be  admitted  members  of  the 
order,  but  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  the. de- 
fence of  whose  &ith  and  church  form  a  fimdamental  part 
of  the  oath  administered,  and  by  taking  of  which  they 
oblige  themselves  to  go  through  the  service  of  mass. 

It  may  be  fiirther  mentioned,  that  in  this  church,  during 
Easter,  a  variety  of  religious  ceremonies  are  performed, 
marked  with  extraordinary  devotional  fervor,  respecting  the 
sufferings,  judgment,  &c  of  Jesus  Christ.  On  the  evening  of 
Good  Friday,  or  Dark  Night,  as  it  is  denominated  by  the 
monks,  they  assemble  in  a  body,  when  a  sermon  Js  de- 
livered, during  which  the  lights  are  extinguished,  in  order 
to  create  a  more  deep  impression  on  the  mind,  in  reference 
to  the  supernatural  darkness  that  overspread  the  earth.  A 
procession  afterwards  commences,  when  each  person  carries 
in  his  hand  a  lighted  taper.  A  crucifix  is  borne  before 
them,  with  an  image  of  the  Saviour  as  large  as  life  at- 
tached to  it,  representing  him  in  the  act  of  hanging  on  the 
cross,  with  nails  in  the  hands,  and  a  crown  of  thorns  on  the 
head,  and  the  body  is  marked  with  blood.  After  proceed- 
ing to  those  parts  of  the  church  which  have  been  conse-r 
crated  to  some  particular  acts  performed  in  them,  relative 
to  the  death,  burial,  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  adorned 
with  ornaments,  the  procession  arrives  at  Mount  Calvary, 
which  is  ascended  by  the  monks  without  their  shoes.  The 
cross  is  erected,  and  a  sermon  is  delivered  on  the  cruci- 
fixion, and   followed  by  singing  a  hymn.     After  this  two 


1S6  CHI7K€H. 

persons  repiesmtiiig  Joseph  of  Arimalliea  and  Nioodsmos^ 
opproecb  the  place  with  great  solemnity,  draw  the  nails, 
and  take  down  the  effigy,  which  is  so  ccmtrived  that  the 
limbs  are  flexible,  as  if  it  was  a  real  body.  This  is  hud 
in  a  sheet  and  taken  to  the  spot  where  it  is  anointed  with 
q)ices.  Another  hymn  is  chaunted,  after  which  a  formal 
sermon  is  delivered,  and  the  ceremony  terminates  by  d^ 
positing  the  body  in  the  sepulchre. 

Having  satisfied  my  curiosity  at  the  Holy  Sepnkhre^  I 
began  to  prepare  for  my  departure  from  Jerusalem,  and 
visited,  for  the  last  time,  thd  garden  of  G«thsemane,  be* 
longing,  by  purchase,  exclusively  to  the  Latin  convent.  It 
had  made  a  de^  impression  on  my  mind,  having  formerly 
spent  many  hours  reading  in  the  book  of  truth,  I  gathered 
leaves  from  several  of  the  dropping  olive-trees  which  ad«m 
it,  to  take,  as  consecrated  relics,  to  England. 

As  my  attention  had  hitherto  been  chiefly  directed  to 
those  memorable  places  connected  with  the  history  of  our 
holy  religion,  I  considered  it  necessary,  before  leaving  for 
ever  this  theatre  of  events,  so  peculiarly  interesting,  to 
search  for  the  remains  of  the  secular  grandeur  of  the 
Israelites. 

If  we  are  to  ^ve  credit  to  all  that  is  represented  by  the 
monks,  who  point  out  places  and  occurrences  with  scieh 
apparent  accuracy,  we  should  be  disposed  to  think  the 
whole  of  the  present  city  was  in  reality  that  of  antient 
Jerusalem:  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  prediction  of  our 
Lord  himself  as  recorded,  is  attended  to  for  a  moment, 
the  total  destruction  of  the  original  city  must  have  been 
de  facto  accomplished.  ^  It  will  never  be  obliterated  from 
my  recollection,  the  impression  which  the  words  of  antient 
prophecy  made  at  that  very  moment  I  observed  the  plough 
moving  along  Mount  Sion.  f 

I  proceeded  about  a  mile  to  the  north  :|:  <tf  the  present 
dty,  and  was  most  forcibly  struck  in  viewing  masses  of 
rubbishy,  and  enormous  stones  scattered  over  a  great 
extent  around.     Although  the  form  of  any  particular  kind 

*  Luke  xix.  44.    Id.  xxi.  SO.  t  Jer.  xxvi.  18.    Micah  iii.  12. 

\  Psalm  xlviii.  2.  §  Jer.  xxvi.  18. 
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of  building  could  not  be  distmcdy  ascertained,  yet  these 
remains  exhibited  to  my  eye  a  cit^  laid  in  ruins,  and  in«> 
dicated  the  labour  and  expence  that  must  have  been  em^ 
ployed  in  it,  of  which  these  had  formerly  been  the  stret^jth^ 
and  perhaps  the  sculptured  omamoits.  Some  part,  in- 
deed, of  the  form  of  streets  pared  with  rast  stones,  and 
also  wells,  of  the  same  circular  form  as  I  had  occasion  to 
remark  at  Bethlehem,  were  most  distinctly  to  be  seen^  * 

We  are  told  that  Jesus  was  crucified  without  the  city  f, 
which  was  the  case  with  all  male&ctors  at  Jerusalem ;  and 
upon  Mount  CalTary^  which  was  the  nearest  point  of  al- 
titude  to   the  original   city.     After  the  crucifixion,   the 
Christians,  who  naturally  attached  the  highest  possiUe 
veneration  to  the  spot,  must  have  built  the  present  town 
round   Mount  Calvary;  and  hence  the  place  where  the 
cross  was  erected,  and  originally  appeared  without,  is  now 
made  to  stand  nearly  in  the  centre  of  Jerusalem.     In  short, 
on  beholding  the  ruins  spread  around':^)  ^  should,  with 
deference  to  the   superior  judgment  of  others,    conceive 
these  to  have  been  actually  part  of  the  ruins  occasioned 
by  the  destruction   of  the  antient  city;  and  I  am  sur* 
prised  that  notice  has  not  been  taken  of  them  by  travellers; 
who  have   described  the  present  city  and  its  environs. 
The  difference  between  the  city  of  Jerusalem  as  it  now 
is,  and  as  it  did  antiently  exist,  ought  to  be  kept  in  view, 
since  all  accounts  agree  in  pointing  out  the  latter  as  ex- 
tensive,  splendid,   and  populous.     At  the  same  time,  I 
believe  that  the  bulwarks,  towers,  and  palaces  $,  with  the 
exact  width,  breadth,   and  circumference  of  the  city,   as 
they  existed  originally,  are  altogether  doubtful ;  and  never 
have,  or  perhaps  never  will  be  correctly  ascertained,  so  as 
to  enable  travellers  to  '^  tell  it  to  the  generations  follow^ 

ing."H 

The  most  magnificent  remains  of  antiquity  existing  in 

this  direction  are  undoubtedly  the  sepulchral  excavations, 

denominated  the  Tombs  of  the  Kings.     The  entrance  is 


*  Lamen.  i.  l.  t  Hcb.  xiii.  12.  ^  Jer.  xxii.  8. 

§  Ptfaltn  xlviii.  12,  1.7.  |}  Psalm  cii.  18. 
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by  a  large  c^n  court.  To  the  west  is  the  mouth  of  a 
cavern,  over  which  is  a  portico  hewn  out  of  the  rock, 
adorned  with  sculpture,  but  much  defaced  or  worn  out 
On  entering  it  I  turned  to  llie  left,  and  descended  to  the 
mansions  for  the  silent  dead,  by  creeping  with  difficulty 
through  a  very  contracted  passage,  nearly  blocked  up  with 
rubbish.  •  I  entered  by  lighted  tapers ;  and  found  a  range 
of  subterraneous  chambers,  cut  out  of  the  rock  in  different 
directions,  one  leading  into  another,  forming  a  kind  of  laby- 
rinth, and  in  each  were  recesses  or  receptacle?  for  bodies, 
which  appear  to  have  been  deposited  in  coffins  of  stone,  and 
in  the  centre  of  one  part  there  was  a  pool  of  water.  Bats 
were  fljring  about  at  the  time  I  entered  it  It  has  been 
difficult  to  obtain  any  accurate  account  of-  these  extraor- 
dinary places,  and  various  opinions  have  been  entertained, 
some  of  them  presuming  that  they  formed  the  sepulchre 
of  David  *,  though  every  thing  appears  to  be  involved  in 
doubt  and  obscurity  on  the  subject.  These  excavations, 
however,  affi}rd  evidence  of  the  mighty  labour  which  had 
been  bestowed,  and  the  expence  which  had  been  incurred, 
in  their  foundation.  It  had  been  evidently  accomplished 
by  the  hand  of  a  powerful  monarch,  and  might,  in  justice, 
be  compared  with  some  of  the  greatest  works  of  the  kind 
in  Egypt.  In  viewing  the  whole  of  this  astonishing  ex- 
cavation, and  the  particular  person  on  whose  account  the 
operation  had  taken  place,  one  expression  in  Scripture 
occurred  to  me  as  peculiarly  applicable,  f 

On  returning  to  the  city,  I  was  shewn,  near  the  gate  of 
Damascus,  a  grotto,  said  to  have  been  the  residence  of 
Jeremiah,  where  he  wrote  his  Lamentations.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  be  accosted  in  the  streets  by  some  Arabs,  who 
had  come  on  foot  all  the  way  from  Jericho,  to  remind  me 
of  the  tobacco  I  promised  to  send  them  on  my  return  to 
Jerusalem.  Having  supplied  them  bountifully,  they  ran 
off  immediately  in  the  highest  ecstasy  on  their  return  to 
Jericho,  with  the  supposed  prize,  to  share  it  with  their 
brethren.     This  incident  I  merely  mention  to  show  the 

*  sChron.  xxxii.  .53.  f  Isaiah  xxiL  16. 
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particular  valae  which  the  Arabs  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  attach  to  an  article  of  this  nature,  and  the  trouble 
and  exertion  they  will  submit  to  in  order  to  obtain  the 
enjoyment  of  it;  a  hint  that  may  be  useM  for  travdlers 
to  keep  in  view,  in  visiting  that  barbarous  region. 

On  arriving  at  the  convent,  I  had  an  interview  with 
several  of  the  monks,  who  came  in  a  body,  on  the  different 
objects  of  interest  which  had  passed  under  my  view  during 
the  day.  In  the  course  of  conversation,  one  old  brother, 
who  had  formerly  often-  annoyed  me  by  making  errands 
to  my  cell,  where  he  sat  down  and  sometimes  remained 
for  hours,  appeared  now  to  develop  the  object  of  his 
o£Sciousness>  by  expressing  great  surprise  at  being  in* 
formed  by  my  domestic  that  I  was  not  a  Catholic,  but  a 
Protestant;  he  exercised  every  ingenious  art  imaginable 
to  draw  me  into  a  conviction  of  the  justice  of  his  own 
opinions,  and  embrace  the  Romish  persuasion.  This  led 
to  much  argument  on  the  principles  of  faith  maintained  by 
each,  in  which  the  friar  discovered  great  warmth,  when  I 
took  occasion  to  object  to  the  act  of  kneeling  before 
images,  and  invoking  the  mediation  of  the  Virgin  Mary  with 
our  Father  in  heaven ;  and  ultimately  assured  him,  that 
I  had  all  along  professed  the  tenets  of  Protestantism,  from 
a  conviction  it  was  the  true  faith,  founded  on  the  word  of 
God ;  and  could  not  think  of  adopting  any  other,  or  bring 
my  mind  to  prostrate  myself  before  inanimate  objects,  and 
address  a  throne  of  grace  by  invoking  a  plurality  of  medi- 
ators :  at  the  same  time  I  added,  that  I  allowed  him  and 
every  Catholic  the  same  liberty  of  judging  exclusively  in 
matters  of  theology  as  I  claimed  to  myself.  I  was  the 
only  Protestant  at  this  time  in  Jerusalem. 

Having  thus  offered  a  few  observations  on  this  most  in- 
teresting capital,  I  am  led  to  observe,  that  no  person's 
who  have  been  inmates  in  the  convents  can  withhold  their 
testimony  to  the  humanity,  christian  benevolence,  and 
obliging  disposition  which  is  exercised  by  the  monks, 
which  camiot  fail  to  excite  a  proper  sense  of  gratitude* 
This  principle  ought  to  be  stronger  from  the  consider^ 
ation,  that  they  are  travelling  through  a  country  where 
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the  nattTes  are  not  onlj  in  a  savage  state,  but  are 
deadly  enemies  to  Cliristians;  and  as  they  can  have 
leoourse  to  no  tydier  places  for  personal  security  as  well  as 
comfort,  I  apprehend  these  may  in  justice  be  viewed  in  the 
light  of  asylums  or  houses  o(  refoge.  For  my  own  part, 
I  shall  always  express  my  oUigations  to  the  friars  for  the 
distinguished  politeness  and  hospitality  1  received,  take 
an  interest  in  their  wd&re,  and  expose  not  only  the 
grievous  exactions  which  are  continually  made,  but  in 
general  the  unparalleled  tyranny  and  oppression  they  are 
experiencing  from  infidels. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  express  my  regret  that  circum'- 
stances  did  not  admit  my  passing  a  few  months  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  have  surveyed  every  thing 
more  minutely  and  attentively  than  has  been  done*  The 
truth  is,  I  was  so  interested  by  the  numerous  hallowed 
places  with  which  the  land  abounds,  that  I  could  scarcely 
command  my  feelings  to  proceed  in  any  regular  method  to 
the  inspection  of  them,  and  abandoned  myself,  in  fact,  just 
to  the  impulse  of  the  moment;  satisfied  with  seeing  those 
which  in  that  way  first  claimed  my  attention,  taking  tio 
particular  care  to  survey  them  successively,  and  in  such 
circumstances  I  am  aware  that  many  remarkable  objects 
may  have  escaped  notice.  During  my  visits,  however,  to 
those  I  did  examine,  I  enjoyed,  with  all  the  ardour  of  en* 
thusiasm,  the  recollection  and  emotions  which  such  sacred 
and  venerable  views  were  so  eminendy  calculated  to 
awaken.  Dead  indeed  must  the  heart  of  that  traveller  be, 
who  could  cast  his  eyes  on  such  a  spot  of  earth,  where 
God  himself  has  in  so  special  a  manner  declared  his  name, 
without  the  deepest  emotions  of  awe  and  gratitude. 

Let  me  fiirther  observe,  how  greatly  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  the  Christian  powers  of  Europe  do  not  co-<^erate  and 
wrest  this  country  from  the  hands  of  liarbarians,  wh^i  the 
most  beneficial  effects  might  be  derived  not  only  from  sn 
exclusive  establishment  of  the  Christian  faith,  but  many 
important  objects  accomplished,  by  the  introduction  of 
agriculture,  arte,  sciences,  and  a  discovery  of  antiquiUes. 

And  now  that  I  am  to  take  leave  of  Jerusalem,  the  dty  of 
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the  Most  High,  which  I  shall  never  eease  to  think  oi 
without  delight  to  my  latest  breath,  I  may  in  a  few  words 
express  my  surprise  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  laudable 
zeal  and  ardour  which  has  arisen  on  the  part  of  those  in- 
stitutions in  our  happy  land,  whose  views  are  to  send  am- 
bassadors, in  the  name  of  Christ,  to  convert  the  Heathen 
in  India,  and  Africa,  yet  the  Holt  Land,  that  interesting, 
and  once  most  renowned  of  all  countries  on  the  &ce  of 
the  globe,  where  Christ  himself  and  his  Apostles  taught, 
has  never  come  within  the  sphere  of  their  operation,  or 
entered  into  their  calculation  in  any  form.  Let  me  express 
a  hope  that  this  remark  will  not  be  lost,  but  receive  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  active  persons  connected  with 
such  societies,  and  that  they  will  rouse  themselves,  and  see 
the  pressing  expediency  of  sending  forth  labourers  to  the 
East,  since  according  to  the  observations  of  an  Apostle  *, 
how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher,  and  how  shall  they 
preaxdiy  except  they  be  sent,  in  order  that  the  sound  may 
go  into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the 
world/'t  Finally,  in  the  language  of  an  Evangelist,  I 
would  say  to  them.  Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields 
of  this  land:!:^  where  it  only  requires  the  hand  of  a  judici- 
ous ^baner  to  root  out  the  tares  which  choke  the  growth 
of  the  wheat,  in  order  to  obtain  a  luxuriant  and  bountiful 
harvest 

*  Rom.  z.  9.  t  Romans  x.  14, 15.  t  John  iy.  3S. 
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DIPLOMA     FROM    THE    CONVENT.  —  DEPARTURE     FROM    JERU- 
SALEM. —  ARRIVAL   AT   BEER.  — -  RESIDENCE  OF  GOVERNOR* 

—  LUDICROUS    INCIDENT    RESPECTING   A    FEMALE  ARAB. 

DANGEROUS   TRACK   THROUGH   THE  MOUNTAINS. — CAMELS* 

OBERVATIONS.  — >  BETHEL.  —  VALLEY    OF     SAMARIA* 

WELL*  —  WHERE  BONES  OF  JOSEPH   DEPOSITED.  —  ARRIVAL 
AT   SAMARIA.  —  MOUNTAINS  OF   EBAL   AND  OERIZIM. 


On  my  departure  frcxm  the  convent,  the  friars  put  into 
my  hands  a  diploma,  certifying  the  di£brent  holy  places 
which  I  had  visited  * ;  and  after,  giving  a  sum  to  the  pooTy 
I  left  the  sacred  scenes  of  this  city  on  the  15th  of  F^ 
bruary,  accompanied  by  a  military  escort,  which  the  Go- 
vernor  had  a  second  time*  so  politdy  afforded,  with  letters 
addressed  by  him  to  the  commanders  of  the  districts  throng 
which  I  had  to  pass  in  the  course  of  the  journey* 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  sensations  I  experienced  when 
leaving  the  gates,  where  an  inexpressible  sentiment  of 
solemn  melancholy  pervaded  my  mind ;  and  I  repeatedly 
turned  round  to  catch  the  last  glimpse  of  the  city,  ex- 
claiming, ^^  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem !  let  my  right 
hand  forget  her  cunning."  f  I  now  directed  my  course 
through  the  hiil  country  of  Judea.  The  road,  which  was 
to  the  north,  lay  through  a  wild  rugged  country,  and 
nothing  occurred  to  break  in  upon  that  train  of  serious 
reflection  which  had  naturally  arisen.  In  the  evening  I 
reached  the  small  and  poor  village  of  Beer,  where  I  could 
not  find  accommodation  for  the  night,  which  might  be  am- 
sidered  fortunate,  since  I  afterwards  learned  that  the  Arab 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  4,  f  Psalm  cxxxvn.  5. 
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inhabitimts  were  in  a  state  of  rebdlion,  and.  my.  personal 
safety,  as  well  as  baggage,  would  have  been  exposed  to 
danger. 

I  proceeded  to  the  commander,  presenting  him  with  a 
letter  from  the  Governor  of  Jerusalem  i  I  was  kindly  re- 
ceived, and  he  offered  to  afibrd  accommodation  for  the 
night  in  his  own  apartment.  This,  to  my  surprise,  was.  on 
the  very  summit  of  a  ruinotts,castellated  building,  resembling 
that  at  Jericho,  to  which  I  ascended  by  a  ladder ;  this 
was  drawn  up  on  my  reaching  the  top,  which  excited  for 
the  moment  some  apprehension.  I  found,  however,  this 
was  adopted  as  sk  precaution  against  an  attack  from,  the 
natives,  in  whose  eyes  he  had  been  an  object  of  peculiar . 
je^alousy  and  hatred.  This  abominable  place  or  cock-loft 
did  not  exceed  sixteen  feet  by  twelve,  and  was  filled  with 
raggedf  dirty  Turkish  soldiers,  of  savage  countenances^ 
sitting  cross-le^ed;.I  did  not.  find  myself  perfectly  at 
ease  in  sudi  a  state  of  captivity.  They  treated  me,  howr 
ever,  with  civility,  and  I  regaled  them  with  coffee,  tobacco, 
4md  rakee ;  they  allowed  me  the  best  comer  near  the  fire^ 
where  I  threw  down  my.  bed,  and  enjoyed  some  hours  of 
sleep.  The  carelessness  of  the  soldiers,  in  permitting 
eli^ters  of  ball  cartridges  to  be  suspended  about  a  blazing 
fire,  deserved  severe  reprehension ;  from  this  I  was  often 
kd  to  apprehend  the  place  would  be  blown  up. 

In  every  situation,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the  human 
heart  is  accessible  to  the  subduing  Influence  of  civility : 
since  allowing  the  Turks  fi*eely  to  partake  in  this  manner, 
and  showing  I  reposed  confidence  in  them,  they  seemed 
disposed  to  pay  me  respect  and  attention.  The  Governor 
was  a  man  superior  in  mind  to  the  generality  of  Ottoman 
soldiers ;  and  although  his  rank  and  situation  were  humble 
.enough,  yet  these  had  been  attamed  as  a  reward  of  his  mi- 
litary abilities  displayed  in  the  field.  We  entered  into  con- 
versation on  a  variety  of  sutyects,  especially  respectingthe  tri- 
umphal entry  of  the  allies  into  Paris,  and  the  tranquillity  this 
event  would  insure  to  Europe,  by  the  effectual^  blpw  given 
to  the  restless  ambition  of  Buonaparte,  and  he  asked  many 
questions  respecting  the  Russian  force.     This  led  to  an  ^x- 
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pfamaddb  dt  the  mDde  of  war&re  practised  bj  ilie  Cossacks. 
I  presented  htm  \rith  what  may  be  considered  a  trifle  fixHH 
our  facility  in  commanding  these  and  such  like  artides; 
iiamely,  the  representation  of  a  Cossack  mounted  on  horse- 
l^k,  in  the  act  of  charging  an  enemy^  engraved  on  a 
paper,  whieh  1  finind  accidentally  iii  my  watch-case.  On 
'Viewing  it,  the  Governor  expressed  the  highest  joy  and 
delight,  never  having  seen  a  military  character  of  this  de- 
scription ;  and  after  handing  it  round  to  the  soldiers,  and 
muttering  a  kind  of  sdSloquy,  he  appeared  wrapt  up  in 
thought,  having  his  eye  stedfiistly  fixed  on  one  part  of  the 
ground  as  he  was  smoking  hb  pipe.  When-  the  scddiers 
returned  the  bagatdle  to  him,  he,  in  a  moment,  jaiade  a 
sigfial,  and  they  put  a  vessel  with  water  on  the  fire. 
When  it  became  hot,  the  Governor  threw  into  it,-wiA 
the  greater  sang  firoid,  smoking  his  pipe  at  the  time^  a 
couple  of  fowls,  alive,  which  they  brought  him ;  thesfe 
were  afterwards  speedily  plucked,  and  roasted  on  ihb 
ramrod  of  a  musket,  with  an  expedition  hardly  to  be 
equalled  during  a  campaign.  Hese,  I  was  told,  were  in 
return  for  the  present,  and  to  be  added  to  the  provisions 
I  had  brcNight  for  the  journey. 

Next  morning,  on  getting  up  at  sun-rise,  I  had  a  morfe 
perfect  view  of  this  deplorable  den,  where  I  had  been  at- 
tacked most  fiiriously  by  vermin,  during  the  whole  night, 
and  found  them  about  every  part  of  my  dress.  At  my  de- 
parture, a  ludicrous  scene  occurred.  An  aged  female 
Arab,  who,  it  appeared,  had,  the  preceding  night,  lost  a 
hen,  (which  I  hoped  was  not  one  of  diose.  sacrificed  on  my 
account,)  attacked  the  castle,  in  the  most  enraged  manner, 
with  all  her  powers  of  speech.  On  this  occasion  a  terrible 
uproar  ensued,  and  the  whole  village  turned  qat  to  join  this 
virago.  Nothing  could  be  more  amusing  than  this  cir- 
cumstance, atid  beholding  the  Governor  with  his  soldi^u^ 
who  had  the  precaution  to  pull  up  the  ladder  on  my  leav- 
ing the  place,  arguing  the  point,  in  a  body,  ft'om  the  top  of 
the  castle,  with  an  enraged  crowd,  and  their  venerable 
leader  or  beldam  below.  I  considered  it  prudent  to  take 
my  leave  hastily  from  the  place,  apprehensive  if  I  re- 
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maiiied  to  see  how  the  matter  was  decided,  I  shoidd  ha^ 
been  involved  in  the  eonfusion  it  created. 

This  village  is  supposed  to  be  the  Michmash  alluded  to 
in  Scripture.*  It  is  at  present  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  Beer,  signifying  a  well,  and  adopted,  most  likely,  from 
a  delicious  spring  of  water  flowing  through  it ;  near  to 
which  are  the  ruins  of  a  church,  built  in  commemoration  of 
the  parents  lamenting  the  loss  of  our  Saviour,  who  not 
being  found  by  them  there,  was  afterwards  discovered 
with  the  expounders  of  the  law  in  the  Temple.f  It  was  to 
this  place^  also,  that  Jotham.  had  recourse,  in  order  to 
escape  the  iury  of  his  brother.  X 

After  leaving  Beer,  the  road  for  some  time  passed  over 
a  chain  of  mountains,  where  I  overtook  a  prodigious  band 
of  camels  $  marching  in  re^lar  order,  heavily  ladai,  ac- 
companied by  numerous  keepers.  A  jinglmg  noise  was 
heaid  a  considerable  distance,  in  consequence  of  the  tink- 
liiigof  bellsll,  each  having  one  attached  to  the  neck.  Tlieir 
ears  not  being  insensible  to  such  kind  of  sounds,  this  mode, 
it  is  said,  is  adopted  to  cheer  them,  especially  when  &.%ued 
with  a  long  journey,  accompanied  by  their  ke^)er8  singing 
loudly. 

This  formidable  spectacle  brought  to  my  memory  the 
camels,  on  their  journey  belonging  to  the  Ishmaelitesit 
chaiged  with  aromatic  substances,  on  their  way  to  Egypt; 
and  that  strong-comparison  which  was  made**  by  our  Lord, 
to  the  state  of  the  man,  whose  heart  is  so  engrossed  with  the 
riches  of  this  world,  as  to  neglect  his  eternal  interests, 
thereby  teaching  us  that  he  cannot  inherit  everlasting 

life. 

Here  I  must  be  permitted  to  suspend  the  narrative  for 
a  mcMnent,  a|id  advert  once  more  to  these  noble  beasts  of 
burden,  foniied  by  the  wisdom  of  God,  for  the  use  of 
man.  These  quadrupeds  halt  a  s^ort  time  during  their 
joomies,  at  particular  fountains  which  have  been  built  by 

*  I  Sam.  xiii.  16—25.         t  Luke  ii.  44 — 46.         t  Judges  ix.  21. 
^  Gsaeus  xxxii.  7.  II  Zech.  xiv.  20. 

1  Genesis  xxxvii.  25.  **  Luke  xviii.  25. 
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pious  Mahomedans  at  certain  places,  from  which  time  and 
distance  are  calculated  previous  to  the  guides  setting  out 
on  a  journey.  The  sight  is  interesting  at  some  of  these 
resting  places,  from  the  crowd  of  camels  which  are  seen 
on  their  knees  in  a  kind  of  methodical  order,  with  the 
keepers  sitting  cross-l^ged,  under  trees  for  shelter  from 
heat,  partaking  of  refreshments  and  smoking. their  pipes. 
They  never  touch  these  things  until  the  camels  are  sup- 
plied with  such  provisions  as  are  necessary.  Distances  of 
time  are  often  calculated  according  to  the  length  of  the 
shadow  of  ther  camel  about  sun  set.  Further,  camels 
constitute  a  great  part  of  the  wealth  of  an  Arab;  nay,  I  may 
add,  they  are  bis  whole  treasure.  In  his  eyes  their  number 
is  held  in  higher  estimation  than  even  bags  of  money ;  and, 
as  formerly  remarked,  they  entered  into  that  part  of  the 
calculaidon  which  was  formed  of  the  wealth  of  Job.* 
It  may  appear  extraordinay  that  these  people,  by  wh(»n 
they  are  considered  as  sacred  objects,  should  emphatically 
call  them  <^  their  ships."  It  is  supposed  that  the  patriarch, 
in  speaking  of  his  time  upon  earth  hastening  like  *^  swift 
ships  f,"  had  these  animab  in  his  view. 
'  The  extreme  usefidness  of  camels,  and  their  capability 
of  transporting  enormous  piles  of  merchandise  to  a  vast 
^stance,  especially  along  the  most  dreary  deserts,  is  as 
surprising  as  their  patience  under  such  ponderous  weights. 
They  are  graceftil  in  form ;  the  neck  approaches  in  some 
degree  to  the  front  part  of  a  vessel ;  the  eyes  are  keen^ 
and  they  proceed  at  a  steady  pace ;  but  to  quicken  their 
motions,  the  whip  is  rarely,  if  at  any  time,  applied. '  It  is 
a  surprising  circumstance,  that  these  animals  are  supposed 
to  smell  water  at  the  distance  perhaps  of  a  mile ;  and  the 
powers' they  exercise  in  sustaining  hunger,  thirst,  and  in- 
cessant toil,  under  a  burning  sun,  is  also  striking;  without 
the  accommodation  afforded  by  them,  these  dreary  regions 
never  could  be  traversed  by  man.  Should  it,  however, 
occur,  that  his  camels  are  cut  off  by  accident,  in  the  course 

*  Job  i.  3.    Ezra  \\.f^  f  Job  ix.  26. 
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of  these  journies,  the  loss  is  altogether  irreparable  to  the 
traveller,  and  must  inevitably  be  followed  by  the  sacrifice 
of  his  own  life.     A  canal  or  reservoir,  to  contain  water,  > 
and  equal  to  a  fifth  part  of  the  stomach,  belongs  peculiarly 
to  this  animal,  with  which  the  food  never  interferes.     Not- 
withstanding they  may  in  general  be  considered  submissive 
and  inofiensive,  yet,  since  they  retain  long  a  sense  of  injury 
offered,  and  watch  an  opportunity  to  exercise  their  revenge, 
I  perceived  it  was  always  found  necessary  to  keep  the  jaw 
firmly  muzzled  by  a  chain  or  rope,  to  prevent  an  attack 
from  their  teeth,  by  which  they  are  led  by  the  keq)ers.  Durr 
ing  the  period  of  halting  at  any  place  to  rest,  they  are  made 
to  kneel  down  as  of  old  *,  by  being  gently  toudied  on  the 
fore  legs ;  and  two  of  the  legs  are  frequently  tied,  to  prevent 
them  fi*om  rising  and  straying  fi-om  their  keepers.    .  It  is  in 
this  position  they  are  loaded,  unloaded,  and  also  mounted. 
The  weight  of  their  burden  is  at  once  ascertained,  when  a 
particular  groan  is  uttered;   and  it  sometimes  happens 
that,  on  finding  themselves  painfiiUy  loaded,  they  refuse  to 
move  a  step  until  the  burden  is  lightened.     Although,  as 
I  formerly  observed,  they  walk  at  the  rate  of  two  miles  an 
hour,  yet,  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  they  are  known 
to  travel  to  a  very  great  distance  in  the  course  of  a  single 
day.     The  female  camel  continually  gives  milk,  which,  it  is 
singular,  is  not  interrupted  at  the  period  when  with  young. 
No  inconsiderable  value  was  attached  to  this  species,  in  the 
earliest  age,  when  they  were  added  to  the  gifts  of  Jacob,  f 
The  manure  of  camels  often  supplies   the  deficiency  of 
fiiel  in  the  deserts,  as  it  kindles  quickly,  and  afibrds  heat; 
and  their  soft  hair,  as  it  drops  ofi^  periodically,  is  manu- 
factured into  articles  of  clothing,  and  applied  to  purposes 
connected  with  the  tents  of  their  owners.     It  may  be  here 
added  as  a  singular  circumstance,  that  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pisa,  in  Italy,  there  is  a  race  of  camels  which 
were   brought  firom  the  East  during  the  period  of  the 
Crusades. 

*  Genesis  xxiv.  II.  f  Id.  xxxii.  15. 
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In  resuining  the  narrative,  I  would  observe,  that  I  after-^ 
wards  descended  into  ^  very  deep  and  narrow  valley  of 
considerable  length,  overlook^  by  stupendous  hills.  Until 
lately,  it  was  deemed  almost  impossible  to  pass  4his  tract 
without  encountering  bands  of  robbers,  and  even  at  the 
time  I  was  not  altogether  without  alarm.  I  halted  at  a 
most  retired  spot  called  Bethel  *,  near  ruins,  where  diere 
is  a  fine  spring  of  water,  and  partook  of  it,  and  of  the 
poultry  which  had*  been  so  Jkindly  given  by.  the  commander 
at  Beer,  where  I  was  afterwards  told  it  was  dangerous  to 
stop,  as  it  was  so  fevourable  for  the  attacks  of  roUbers.  It 
was  here,  we  are  told,  that  Jacob  took  up  his  residence, 
and  beheld  the  vision  of  Godf ;  and  the  ruins  I  suppose 
to  have  been  those  of  a  monastery  which  had,  in  all  pro- 
bability, been  founded  with  the  view  of  marking  this 
sanctified  spot.  After  carefully  examining  all  the. fire- 
arms, being  almost  confident  of  coming  in  contact  with 
plunderers,  I  left  die  valley,  ascended  llie  mountains,  and 
thence  followed  a  line  of  road  which  led  toward  a  cultivated 
plain,  where  I  .was  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  several 
ploughs  in  active  exercise.  At  the.  first  view  .of  these 
mountains  a  stranger  is  led  to  think  it  is  impossiUe  they 
could  yield  any  thiug,  but  the  ,sides  of  them  b^ar  ample 
testimony  to  the  industry  of  the  peai^ai^try.  in  this,  direction, 
being  formed  into  numerous  small  terraces,  supported  or 
fenced  with  stones,  similar  to  steps,  where. the  lap^  wa^ 
too  steep  to  be  come  at  by  the  plough.  Onoiie  of  the 
mouptains,  overlooking  this  pleas^t  scene,  of ,  cultivation, 
rst9nds  the  village  of  Lebonah.4^  Aft;er  a  fi^tiguing .  ^ay's 
journey,  I  arrived  at  the  Valley  of  Sichepi^  or  .She<?liepii j, 
about  three  miles  in  length,  and.  two  in  breadth,  which  is 
watered  by  a  rivulet  that  contril^utes  to  .its  beauty  .aod 
.fertility;  a  place^  perhaps,  equally  if  i^ojt.ipore  interesting 
than  any  in  the  ILily  Land,  from  thevpriqu^sev^nts  which 
occurred  in  so  narrow  a  compass  as  n^t^d  in  tb^  G^^pel' 

•  Gen.  xxviii.  19.  f  Id.  xxviii.  1 1, 12. 

.%.  Juidges  xxi.  19.  §j  Pialm  cviii.  7, 


Tbe  first  object  which  particidarly  attiacts  idlention  at 
entering  this  beauti|ul  vale,  is  a  well  \  which  luMsaU  along, 
been  hdd  in  h^h  veneration,  not  only  from  the-  consiiderar, 
don  of  its  ancient  possessor,  but  the  remarkable  conver- 
sation held  here  between  ovx  Lord  and  a  ..woman'  of  3a-^ 
maria,  op  the  ^'  Living  Water."  f  This  appears  to  be  so 
accurately  pointed  out  in  the  inspired  volume,  that  I  should 
think  the  slightest  doubt  could  not  possibly  be  entertained, 
for  one  moment,  of  its  identity*  It  is  at  the  edge  of  the 
road  to  the  right  hand,  fix>m  which  a  pure  stream  j*,  of 
four  feet  in  breadth,  flows,  and  b  situated  about  a  mile 
from  Samaria,  or  Napolose^  as  it  is  now  called.  This  may 
be  considered  by  the  reader  as  an  inconvenient  distance 
for  the  inhabitants  to  have  gone  to  draw  water,  but  the 
ruins  which  are  to  be  seen  almost  contiguous  to  the  well 
render  it  highly  probable,  that  in  the  time  of  C!hrist  the 
ancient  capital  might  have  been  of  greater  extent,  and 
stretched  as  far  as  this  well.  After  tasting  of  this  stream, 
reading,  from  the  fountain  of  truth,  an  account  given  of 
the  remarkable  event  that  occurred  on  the  spot,  charmed 
with  the  scenery  around,  and  recollecting  that  here  was 
the  ground  presented  by  Jacob  to  his  son  Joseph  $,  I  pro- 
ceeded on  my  jouiHey.  To  the  left  hand,  and  at  a  very 
short  distance,  I  passed  a  small  building  in  a  recess  be- 
tween two  mountains,  situated  on  the  piece  of  ground  ||, 
called  the  Tomb  of  Joseph,  where  his  bones  had  been  de- 
posited, if  After  an  exhausting  journey  I  entered  Samaria, 
which  is  enveloped  in  trees,  and  beautiftiUy  situated  be- 
tween the  mountains  a£  Geri^m  and  Ebal**,  where  the 
Almighty  so  specially  commanded  the  benedictions  and 
maledictions  to  be  oflfered  up,  as  so  critically  pointed  out 

*  John  iv.  6*  t  John  iv.  7.  15. 

:|:  Water  ariaiig  from  nuuiing  springs  is^  in  figurative  language,  de- 
nominated living  water,  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  lakes,  which  may 
be  considered  as  dead  or  silent. 

^  Gen.  zzziii.  19.  ||  John  iv.  5. 

f  Joshua  xxiv.  32.    Actsvii.  15, 16. 

**  Deut.  xi.  29.    Id.  luvii.  11 — 23.    Joshua  viii.  35,34. 
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in  the  volume  of  inspiration ;  and  ^  that  portion  of  it,  On 
entering  the  place,  brought  to  my  mind  the  history,  where 
we  are  told  that  Jesus,  in  passing  through  this  city,  was 
met  by'  many  helpless  objects,  who,  by  a  miracle,  were 
cured  of  the  maladies  under  which  they  laboured.* 


*  Lukexvii.  11. 14. 
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INSULT  OFFERED  TO  THE  AUTHOR  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
.  SAMARIA.-— WRETCHED  ACCOMMODATION. —>  DEPARTURE,— 
ARRIVAL  AT  JENINI.  —  COMMANDER  HERE.  —  APPREHEN- 
SIONS OF  ATTACK  FROM  ARAB?.  —  ROBBERY  OF  FRIARS.— 
FURTHER  ESCORT  FOUND  NECESSARY  ON  JOURNEY. — PLAIN 
OF  ESDRAELON.  —  OBSERVATIONS.  —  BUONAPARTE's  BATTLE 
HERE.'— MOUNT  TABOR.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  NAZARETH.— 
MEETING  WITH  THE  GRAND  SUPERIOR  FROM  JERUSALXIC. 
—  HIS  NARRATIVE  RESPBCtlNG  BRUTAL  CONDUCT  OF  GO- 
VERNOR TO  FRIARS  PASSING  THROUGH  SAMARIA— REPRE- 
SENTATION BY  THE  AUTHOR  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
JERUSALEM  BY  LETTER,  t- RETURN  OF  ESCORT  TO  THE 
CITY. 

Notwithstanding  I  was  in  the  Qrkaital  •  costume,  and 
coneeived  it  would  be  a  sufficient  disguise  on  entering 
Nf^lose,  yet  I  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  Christum^  and 
received  various  marks  of  insult,  being  spit  upoii,  and 
hooted  by  severai  of  the  inhabitahts^ ;  and  knowing  that 
resistance  was  vain,  I  endured  this  indignily  with  all  pos- 
sible patience.  I  rode  to  the  residence  di  the  governor, ^to 
deliver  the  lettar  which  I  had  been  &voured  with,  fit^m.tfae 
goveriKur  of  Jerusalem,  under  a  persuasion  that  ii  might 
ensure  attention,  but  especially  a  recommendation  to  some 
proper  lodgings  that  I  might  be  under  his  immediate  pro- 
tection ;  but  I  was  miserably  disappointed  in  these  calcmla- 
lions.  The  letter  was  given  to  one  of  the  soldiers  oh 
guard,  and  received  with  great  hauteur ;  he  went  to  the 
governor  to  present  it ;  but  I  was  permitted  -to  walk  about 

*  Matt.  xxvi.  $7.    Luke  xviiL  3S.    Peter  iv.  16. 

"  When  a  prisoner  was  brought  before  Nadir  Shah's  general,  the 
soldiers  were  ordered  to  spit  in  hit  facet  sn  indignity  of  great  antiquity 
in  the  JSflw^."  — Hakway'i  IVavelt. 
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until  he  found  it  convenient  to  retum.     After  bmg  de- 
tained nearly  an  hour,  the  governor  widi  his  attendants 
came  out  of  his  house  widi  a  quick  step,  his  dress  flying 
loose,  and  swinging  die  letter  in  his  hand  to  and  itOj  with 
a  countenance  expressive  of  anger,  blended  widi  contempt. 
On  this  occasion,  he  addressed  my  servant^  demanding  to 
know  who  I  was ;  and  on  being  informed  I  was  an  English- 
man, travdiing  for  pleasure,  he  lodged  at  me  with  a  frown 
of  the  greatest  possible  disddb,  and  tlirowing  the  letter  on 
the  ground,  said  to  him,  "  Why  does  the  governor  of 
Jerusalem  troubfle  me  with  letters,  when  he  knows  that  I 
hate  Christians  *  ?"  on  which  he  instantly  desired  me  to  quit 
the.place.    On  being  thus  ordered  peremptorily  to  dqMUt, 
he  retusned  to  the  hQwe,  and  the  door  was  instantly  shot 
by  his  attendants.    It  was  inposeiUe  to  conoeijre  not  only 
die  surpnae^  but  disappointment  that  such  conduct  Greated^ 
since  I  was  not  aware  it  was  warranted  by  any  improper 
conduct  on  my  part,  and  was  so  much  at  variance  "wSbl  die 
civility  and  pditeness  which  I  had  received  from  the  ruler 
of  Jerusalem.    The  soldiers  who  formed  the  esoort,  and 
accompMiiisd  m^from  theace,  weire  fortunately  .preset^  and 
qppeaxed  to  fiid  keenly  the  disreqpect  which  1^  b^^ 
duiwn.to  the  lette  of  their  4pa9t^,  ^md  expressed  (thuir 
iMurked  JndigiMitioiu.    This  circmnsliugioe  ocxspsion^  ^^tq^m 
degree  of  nneasinesa  at  the  BMwaent,  as  AJf^  w^^  Ctwmg 
on;  the  senpants,  soldieifs^  Baul^  and  beggufpe^/jpNive  in 
waitmgiat.the  gate;  all  iC^ us  w^reiiitigv^  a<id  J.klMmr.Aot 
where  to  fioA,  a. comer  to  lay  my  h^  fqr  .the  ^xifjtx^.  \ai9rt 
iD^  so  ftdly  teliisd  oiiaQQonimQd^opfbi^ipg^QilMrded^i^.by 
ibe  governor.    As  it  was  most  Iftely  that.  ^piBO:  gf  mgF 
emuiUyiuen,  who  might  afterwards  tranfiel  in  this  directioPf 
mi^t  be  exposed  to  similar  treatmeat,  I  was  r^Mll^ed  .thai 
this. insult  should  not  pass  iHUiotioed#  aiidthat  4iie  Joflgr 
hx^  of  this  man  should  be  humUed»  and  his  hanglAuiess 
bowed  dbwn./f 

One  peculiar  act  of  cruelty  was  related  to  me  of  this 
barbarian;    On  occasion  of  his  paying  a  visit  to  Jerusalem, 

*  1  Peter  iv.  14.  t  Isaiah  ii.  Ii. 


he  commanded  the  head  of  one  of  his  attendants,  a  Chrb- 
tian  Albanese,  to  be  struck  ofi^  in  consequence  of  his 
having  looked  in1x>  a  mosque  from  motive  of  curiosity. 
This  was  accordingly  done ;  he  was  stripped  of  his  dress, 
and  the  naked  carcase  exposed  in  the  public  streets  of  that 
city. 

I  remounted  my  mule,  and  after  wanderii^  about  the 
streets,  we  scrambled  into  a  sty  for  the  ^reception  of  cattle, 
of  the  most  wretched  description,  where  I  was  obliged  to 
throw  down  my  bed  on  straw,  wet  from  their  yrine.     Hav* 
ing  lighted  my  lamp  and  received  refreshments,  it  wa3  re- 
solved to  halt  here  duripg  the  following  day,  being  Sunday, 
however  uncomfortable  our  situation,  the  mules  having 
been  so  much  exhausted  by  the  journey.      From  what  bi)d 
been  discovered  of  the  temper  of  Ais  despot,  I  was  not 
without  i^prehensions  that  he  might  occasion  finrther  ino- 
IjBstation,  aqd,.  in  .partieuiarj  exercise  his  yengeapce,  by 
causing  some  of  his  sol^i^^  to  way-hiy  and. plunder. .oqmet. in 
a  journey  through  the  mountains ;  this  ppinipp,  py  i^QW^fpnt 
founded  on  instances  he  personally  .knew  tp  hax^.OQOu^fed* 
in  almofst  sunilar  circumstimces,  in  o^er  pfirts  ,of  tbe  Uqly 
Land,..  On  the  foUowipg  day  an  ofScer  of  ^^  g^fmPlf^ 
guards  called  on  one  of  my  escort,  exporesoed  his  fioH^em^ot 
what.had  happened,  and  invited  him  to  his,  qunrtJ^rs.    This^ 
however,  was  reject^  with  scqrii,  from  the  fnanner.  in  Urbifib 
the  letter  had  been  received. 

Hie  dty  of  Napolose  or  Samaria,  .which  has  dnim Jb^ 
high  antiquity>  is  to  be  consi^red  at  this  mometit  y^ 
inferior,  when  compared  with  its  former  importanj^  aod 
magnificence.  The  scms  of  Ja^b  plundered  it,  and  slew 
the  inhabitants,  in  revenge  for  the  violation  of  the  chastity 
of  their  sister  Dinah.*  A  second  attack  was  made  by 
Abimi^echs  .(^^  ,tbe  city  was  demolished ;  he  '*  sowed  it 
with  saltf;"  it  was  afterwards  rdi>uilt  by  Jerobofim. 
Agsin  it  was  n^^ed  by  jthe  kings  of  Damascus;  nay, 
j)ecdeged    by    thirty-t;wo   mcmarchs   in   one   war,    when 

great  slaughter  was  committed,  j:    During  the  si^ge  of 

> 

*  Genesis  xxxiv.  f  Judges  ix.  45.  t  l  Kings  xx. 
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Alexander  the  Great,  it  was  considered  the  metropolis  of 
Samaria,  and  the  inhabitants  denominated  Samaritans,  to 
distinguish  them  as  a  pe(^le  from  other  Jews,  with  whom 
diey  were  at  variance  in  their  religious  tenets,  as  they  pro- 
fessed to  be  more  strict  o})servers  of  the  law  of  Moses. 
To  this  d^rence  the  woman  of  Samaria  alludes  in  her 
conversation  with  Christ  *  The  city  appears  to  have 
been  among  the  first  of  those  which  were  converted  to 
the  fidth,  and  where  there  was  rejoijcing,  through  the 
preaching  of  Philip,  f  It  is  known  under  the  ancient 
name  of  Schechem,  or  Shecem,  as  a  place  of  refiige.^ 
A  &tal*  accident  occurred  here  to  Ahaziah,  as  recorded 
in  the  sacred  volume.  §  It  stands  in  a  beautiful  situ- 
ation, at  the  foot  of  Mount  Gerizim,  the  soil  is  fertile, 
end  the  gardens  abound  with  orange,  citron,  and  olive  trees. 
•The  population  is  nearly  7000  souls.  The  breadth  of  the 
Streets  is  disproportionate  to  their  length,  and  so  excessively 
narrow,  that  two  horses  can  hardly  pass  each  other  in  the 
centre.  It  may  almost  be  described  as  a  gutter,  or  recep- 
tacle for  water  and  filth,  with  raised  side-paths.  The  prin- 
cipal shops^  under  a  long  archway,  resemble  those  of  ' 
Grand  Cairo.  A  kind  of  manufacture  of  strong  clotfi  is 
<»rned  on  for  the  use  of  the  Arabs.  The  house  of  the  * 
governor  is  in  an  elevated  part  of  the  town,  the  roof  is  flat, 
and  lliere  is  a  liquare  in  front  A  few  of  the  sect  of  the 
Samaritans  reside  here,  who  proceed  in  procession  at  stated 
periods  in  the  year  to  the  top  of  the  Mount  to  read  the 
law.  The  view  firom  this  elevation  is  perhaps  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  in  the  Holy  Land. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  under  a  serene  and  glorious 
Isky,  when  every  thing  was  tranquil,  I  walked  down  this 
charming  valley,  admiring  the  works  of  God,  recollect- 
ing that  the  flocks  of  old  pastured  here  ||,  and  contemplat- 
ing all  the  wonderiid  events  which  had  occurred.  I  once 
more  visited  the  sacred  well,  and  drank  of  its  pure  stream, 
oflfering  up  an  gaculation,  that  eivery  sinner  might  receive 

*  John  iv.  9.         t  Acts  yiii.  5,  8—15.  f  Josh.  xxi.  21. 
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the  benefit  of  that  water,  which  might  prove  in  him,  ^^a 
well  of  water}  springing  up  into  everlasting  life." 

On  Monday  morning  I  quitted  my  deplorable  abode^ 
and  left  Napolose,  crossing  the  brow  of  Mount  Ebal,  and 
passed  through  the  mountains.     The  fortress  of  Santori, 
on  an  eminence  in  a  valley  on  the  left  hand,  became  visible : 
it  is  well  calculated  to  defend  the  passes  in  that  quarter. 
On  reaching  the  end  of  it,  I  found  a  considerable  part 
under  water,   though   not  so   deep  as   to   prevent  the 
mules  from  fording  across  it.     At  sun-set  I  arrived  at  the 
small  village  of  Jenini,  which,  from  its  local  situation,  may 
be  supposed  to  lie  between  Galilee  and  Samaria;  here  I 
also  delivered  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander,  from 
the  governor  of  Jerusalem.    He  conducted  me  to  an  empty 
apartment,  built  of  stone,  resembling  a  large  kitchen,  where 
I  was  supplied  with  bundles  of  sticks  to  kindle  a  fire.   This 
man,  who  was  polite,  suggested  the  propriety,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  conduct  of  many  surrounding  unruly  Arabs^ 
of  the  doors  and  windows  being  efiectually  secured,  to  pre- 
vent their  breaking  in,  and  plundering  me ;  in  addition  to 
the  escort  which  had  accompanied  me,  as  a  fiirther  security, 
he  ofiered  some  of  his  servants  to  deep  in  the  apartment. 
The  sticks  were  lighted,  and  each  having  drawn  his  naked 
sword  *,  they  were  laid  upon  the  fioor,  with  the  .fire-arms-; 
we  arranged  our  beds,  took  refreshments,  and  after  supply-- 
:ing  our  protector  with  rakee  and  tobacco^  which  appeared 
most  acceptable,  entered  into  conversation  with  him»  when 
having  alluded  to  the  siege  of  Acre,  he  enquired  for  ^^  Cap- 
tain Smethe  f ;"  but  he  did  not  know  till  I  informed  him, 
that  he  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  an  admiral  in 
the  British  Navy.     He  mentioned  an  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, namely,    that  several  Frenchmen,   who  had 
been  obnoxious  in  that  part  of  the  country  since  the  memo- 
rable attack  of  Acre,  had  assumed  the  name  of  English- 
men, to  obtain  passports,  and  greater  facility  in  travdling. 
Taking  the  hint  of  the  commander,  I  firmly  secured  the 
windows  and  doors  with  ropes,  blockaded  them  with  logs 

*  Song  of  €k>lonion  iii.  8.  t  Alluding  to  Sit  Sidney  Smith. 
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pf  wood,  and  put  the  fire^oms  in  llie  best  state  to  resfat 
any  attack ;  I  then  lay  down  to  repose  for  die  nighty  under 
terror  that  my  peace  might  be  invaded  by  the  Arab%  but 
resigned  myself  to  that  Great  Being  wiio  compasseth  our 
path  and  lying  down.  * 

On  getting  up  early  next  morning,  the  commander  re- 
presented the  dangerous  tract  I  had  to  pass  across  the  plain 
of  Esdraelon,  where^  a  few  days  previous,  two  priests  had 
been  stripped  of  every  thing,  even  their  shirts  being  taken 
from  thehr  backs ;  he  therefore  suggested  that  an  additional 
military  escort  should  go  from  this  village,  which  he  prcH 
vided  accordingly. 

I  departed  from  Jenini  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  monv* 

ing,  crossing  a  plain  which  led  to  another  village,  on  an 

elevation,  and  from  thence  descended  into  the  cdebrated 

plain  of  Esdraelon,  where  a  noble  view  of  its  whole  length 

and  breadth  presented  itself.    I  journeyed  along  the  field, 

which  appears  a  solitude,  the  whdie  of  it  not  having  been 

brought  iiHo  a  state  <^  cultivation,  and  not  a  tree  is  to  be 

discovered.     From  those  parts,  however,  which  have  been 

ploughed  upi  die  soil  afibrds  proofr  of  its  fertility.    Cotton 

is  raised,  and  supposed  to  be  superior  in  quality  to  any  in 

the  Holy  Land,  and  one-fifUi  part  is  exacted  as  tribute, 

by  the  pacha  of  Acre.    As  a  portion  of  this  vast  extent  of 

country  had  been  specially  assigned  to  the  tribe  of  Issachar, 

it  must,  during  die  period  this  people  was  in  possession  of 

it,  have  been  brought  to  a  state  of  the  highest  fertility,  who 

may  with  justice  be  presumed  to  have  dL^lajred  acts  of 

rejoicing  in  their  tents.f    It  is  impossible  for  language  to 

describe  the  grandeur  of  this  immense  plain,  where,  on  the 

right  hand,  stands,  in  great  majesty.  Mount  Tabor,  sur^ 

rounded  by,  yet  still  separate  from,  mountains  j:;  one  of 

these  is  Mount  Hermon. 

This  great  extent  of  ground  was  antiendy  called  the 
<*  Valley  of  Jezreel  ***  sometimes  it  is  named  the  ^'  Pfadn 
of  Tabor  $,"  and  «  Great  Plain ;"  at  others  the  "  Field  of 

*  Psal.  cxxxix.  J.  t  Deut.  xxxiii.  18. 

t  Jer.  xlvi.  18.  §  1  Sam.  x.  5.  ^ 
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EsdbMlon^?'  and  often  the  <'  Galilean  Plain ;"  in  all  ages  it 
a{q>ears  to  have  been  selected  as  a  theatre  for  local  war^ 
The  sacred  historian  records  that  it  was  on  this  spot  the 
iiosts  6(  Sisera  fell  upon  the  edge  of  the  sword  before 
Barak,  who  came  down  upon  them  like  a  torrent  6rom 
Mount  Tabor,  with  an  overwhelming  army.  *  Here  the 
memorahle  contest  took  place  between  the  kings  of  Judah 
and  Egypt  t,  which  occasioned  such  scenes  of  national 
moutaiag4 

The  last  dreadftd  conflict  here^  called  by  some  the  bat^ 
tie  of  Esdraelon,  and  by  others  that  of  Mount  Tabor,  took 
place  between  Buonaparte,  under  Murat,  afterwards  king 
of  Naples,  in  the  spring  of  1799,  with  a  force  of  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  an  army  of  several-  thousand  Turks  and 
Mamelocks,  after  which  he  entered  Naaaareth,  which  was 
occupied,  in  consequence^  about  two  months^  In  the 
course  of  many  travels  in  Eurcqpe,  I  have  walked  over 
Watjerloo^  Leipsic,  Racknitz,  Botzun,  Vittoria,  and  other 
grooad^  where  sanguinaiy  acts  of  war&re  took  place;  but 
I  am  persuaded  the  great  [dain  of  EMraelon  exceeds  them 
in  point  <^  extent,  which  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  advan- 
tageous for  action,  especially  between  an  inferior  force  of 
disciplined  troops  and  a  numerous  army  of  rabble. 

Hbving  made  a  short  halt  for  refreshment,  and  although 
little  more  thian  two  o'clock,  I  was  recommended  by  an 
aged  Arab  to  hasten  my  departure,  and  cross  the  Nazaceen 
mouifitains  which  separate  Galilee  from  Samaria,  before 
nighl>&ll,  as  robbers  posted  themselves  in  theiri  recesses  to 
lender  travellers.  I. proceeded  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, and  in  ascending  a  steep  mountain,  observed  sevend 
shepherds,  who  had  formed  their  habitations  in  the  cliffi 
and  **  grottos"  of  the  rock,  which  accords  with  Scripture.  $ 
I  reached  its  summit,  and  prosecuting  the  route  by  a  nar- 
row passage^  became  alarmed  for  my  personal  safety.  In 
a  short  time,  however,  Nazareth,  the  capital  of  Galilee, 

*  Judges  iv.  15, 14, 15.  '9*  3  Kings  xxiii.  39. 

i  3  Chron.  xxxt.  83»  34,  25.  §  Isaiah  zxii.  16. 
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became  visible,  finely  sitiiflted  on  the  biow  of  a  hill,  lookup 
down  on. a  long  yaUey  direct  in  firont,  and  indosed  by.lofty 
hills.  On  arriving  at  the  Latin  convent^  I  was  introduced 
to  Father  Antonio  Salvator,  the  *^  Grand  Superior,''  as 
he  is  called,  of  all  the  convents,  who  hiqvpeiied  to  have 
arrived  from  Jerusalem,  on  a  visit  to  .the.  brethren.  .The 
patent  letter  I  brought  from  Rome  was  again  pressed  i^o 
service,  and  the  highest  possible  respect  was  paid  to«it; 
in  fact,  it  cprnmanded  every  thing  I  could  desire.  This 
monk,  a  native  of  Malta,  was  possessed  of  extensive. in- 
formation,  a  cultivated  understanding,  and  had  morelfae 
manners  and  address  of  an. accomplished  gentleman,  than 
any  of  the  same  character  I  bsbd  formerly  met  with.  Coifee 
and  liqueurs  were  handed  as  usual,  and  congratulations 
were  offered  on  my  safe  arrival,  and  every  assistance  (^ered 
to  facilitate  my  travel.  In  the  course  of  conversation  I 
adverted  to  the  treatment  I  experienced  from  the  onbn^«e* 
ous  ruler  of  Samaria,  when  he  told  me  that  his  brethren 
had  ,been  uniformly  objects  of  the  hatned  and  revenge.of 
this  rebel  of  the  mountains,  as  he  was  doiominated;  i^ 
that  they  now  found  it  impracticable  to  travel  from  Naza- 
reth to  Jerusalem,  by  the  way  of  Samaria,  in  consequence 
of  his  violent  acts.  He  added,  that  twelve  of  them,  in 
passing  through  that  place,  merely  because  they  were  ob- 
jects of  hatred  from  professing  the  Christian  faith,  had 
been  laid  hold  of,  and  beaten  with  sticks,  and  that  two  of 
them  died  of  their  wounds !  This  event  obliged  all  the 
brethren  who  had  formerly  taken  the  route,  to  proceed  on  a 
circuitous  one  in  the  direction  of  Joppa  and  Ramah,  by 
which  he  intended  to  travel  in  a  few  days. 

These  wicked  acts  directed  against  Christians  kindled 
my  indignation  to  the  highest  pitch ;  and  on  intimating  to 
the  Superior  a  firm  resolution  to  represent  the  insult  I  had 
received,  to  the  power  whom  the  governor  most  dreaded, 
with  the  view  of  receiving  proper  sadsfiu^on,  and  that  the 
violence  exercised  towards  his  brethren  should  make  a 
part  of  the  complaint,  the  venerable  Superior  appeared  to 
be  absolutely  overcome  with  joy ;  after  lifting  up  his  eyes. 
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with  his  hands  clasped,  and  uttering  some  soliloquy,  he  ex- 
claimed, that,  should  such  an  act  be  accomplished,  the 
most  essential  service  would  be  rendered  to  Christians  in 
the  Holy  Land,  and  their  obligations  to  the  British  nation 
would  be  increased. 

I  afterwards  sat,  down,  and  committed  to  writing,  for  the 
information  of  the  governor  of  Jerusalem,  all  the  parti^- 
culars  of  the  rude  and  scandalous  treatment  I  had  experi- 
enced, and  intreated  him  to  enquire  into  the  motives  of 
such  unjustifiable  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  governor, 
and  peremptorily  demand  that  all  pilgrims  indiscriminately, 
who  happened  to  pass  through  jSamaria,  might  be  protected 
against  the  further  attacks  c^  thisr  barbarian*  The  letter 
was  delivered  to  the  soIdieacBy  who  having  completed  their 
duty  in  conducting  me  safe  to  Nazareth,  were  going  back; 
I  was  assured  they  would  acquaint  the  governor  of  the  cir- 
cumstances to  wWch  they  had  been  eye-witnesses,  on  pre- 
soiting  his  letter  of  recommendation.  After  I  had  remu- 
nerated the  escort,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  I 
intended  to  take  up  a  residence  in  this  sacred  spot  during 
some  days. 
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NAZAIIBTH.—- CHURCH.  — PICTUAB  OF  CHRIST* -*  SACKED  OB« 
JBCTd  SHOWlf— WORKSHOP  OF  JOS]£PH. — CHA^Et.— WHERE 
ANGEL  SALUTED  MARY.  —  HILL  OVER  WHICH  THE  J^CWS 
THREATENED  TO  THROW  CHRIST.  ^^  MA RY's  WELL.  —  DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  CONVENT  AND  NAZARETH.  —  VISIT  TO  NAIN. 
—  ENDOR. — PLOUGH  OF  NAZARETH. -<— SOIL. — REFLECTIONS. 
AUTHOR  CHALLENGED  BY  A  MAHO^EDAN  FOR  WEARING  THE 
WHITE  TURBAN.  —  REMARB^^, 

Among  the  places  which  were  honoured  with  the  pre- 
sence of  Jesus  Christ,  and  consecrated  as  the  scenes  of  his 
benevolence  and  good  will  towards  men,  Nazareth  of  Ze- 
bulon  and  its  neighbourhood,  where  his  incarnation  took 
place,  and  where  also  he  had  spent  great  part  of  his  youth 
in  subjection  to  his  parents,  contain  many  objects  of  in- 
terest, and  have  strong  claims  to  attention;  and  it  may 
be  observed  that  the  distance  of  it  from  Jerusalem  may 
be  calculated  at  about  one  hundred  miles. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  that  are  shewn 
to  a  traveller,  but  the  following  appear  most  deserving  of 
notice.  The  church  belonging  to  the  convent,  the  entrance 
to  which  is  by  a  descent  of  several  steps,  may  be  am- 
sidered  as  rather  elegant,  and  is  erected  over  the  grotto  or 
cave  where  Mary,  who  was  pronounced  "  hi^ly  fevoured*,'* 
took  up  her  abode.  It  has  no  other  roof  than  that  which 
is  formed  of  the  natural  rock,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross; 
two  granite  pillars,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  yard  from 
each  oth^,  are  shewn,  as  having  been  erected  by  Saint 
Helena,  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  particular  place  where 
the  angel  appeared  to  deliver  glad  tidings  from  heaven  f; 

*  Luke  i,  28.  '  t  Luke  L  96, 27, 88. 
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and  where  the  other  Mary  stood  at  the  moment  she  re* 
eeived  it.     Under  the  altar  is  this  inscription : 

**  Verbum  caro  hie  factum  est," 
and  behind  it  the  following  : 

"  Humillium  suo  Devotionis  Testimonium 
Erga  Vii^glfiis  Dei  parse  sh  AAgelo  gratis  plenie 
Salute  Mystenum. 

Altare  hoc  marmoreum  fieri  coravit 
Pater.    Frater  Phiiippus  a  Neapoli, 
In  Regno  Niopolitano  commissarius. 
An.  Dora.  M.  D.  LXXir." 

Among  many  pietares  which  adorn  this  ehdrch^  there  is 
a  pretended  li&enesd  of  our  Saviour,  drawn  from  a  descrip* 
tion  of  his  person,  which  rq)resents  him  to  be  tall  and 
Comely,  with  his  hair  curling,  beard  thick,  and  of  a  filbert 
colour ;  nnd  who,  in  point  of  beauty,  suif)asses  the  children 
of  men. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  peculiarly  striking,  that  almost 
ali  the  portraits  which  I  have  seen  of  Christ  in  any  country^ 
mark  him  as  distinguished  by  peculiar  and  dignified  features^ 
with  a  mild  and  holy  countenance. 

The  seo^d  object  shown  is  the  shop  in  which  Joseph 
worked ;  it  is  now  used  as  a  place  of  worship.  Over  the 
altar  is  a  representation  of  him,  with  die  implements  of  his 
trade,  holding  our  Lord  by  the  hand,  as  if  in  the  act  of 
impartuig  the  knowledge  of  his  vocation.  * 

Thurdly,  a  chapel,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an  enormous 
stone,  probably  nine  feet  in  length,  and  six  in  breadth,  on 
wUch  it  is  affirmed  that  Christ  sat  and  eat  with  his  chosen 
few ;  and  this  inscription  suspended  on  the  wall :  — 

<<  Traditio  continua  est  et  nunquam  interrupta  apud 
dnmes  nationes  Orientales  hanc  petram  dictam  Mensa 
Chrisiti,  ilh^ipsam  esse  supra  quam  Dominus  noster  Jesus 
Cbnstus  cam  suis  comedit  Discipulis  ante  et  post  suam 
resuirectionem  a  mortuis.''  On  the  walls  are  written  the 
names  of  travdler^  who  have  entered  this  place. 

*  Matt.  3dii.  SS. 
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Fourthlyy  the  synagogue  where  Christ,  agreeably,  to  his 
practice,  read  tp  the  Jew^  from  the  sacred  volumey  on  the 
Sabbath.  * 

Fifthly,  near  the  town  is  pointed  out  a  hill  f ,  from  which, 
disregarding  the  sanctity  of  that  day,  they  threatened  to 
throw  him,  in  consequence  of  the  dissatis&ction  his  ad- 
dresses occasioned.  A  monastery  is  said  to  have  been  at 
one  time  erected  here,  but  not^a  vestige  of  it  is  now  in 
existence.  And  lastly,  a  well  of  the  Virgin,  which  supplies 
the  inhabitants  of  Nazareth  with  water. 

I  met  with  a  kiqd  reception  in  this  convent,  and  was 
accommodated  with  a  neat,  clean  apartment,  and  &red 
rather  sumptuously,  qompared  with  the  small  houses  which 
compose  Nazareth;  the  building  from  its  magnitude  np* 
pears  more  like  a  strong  fortress  tl^  a  religious  establish- 
ment. .It  is  situated  at  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  valley,  and  is  more  commodious 
than  almost  any  similar  institution.  It  is  inhabited  by 
^bout  twelve  monks.;  apd  greats  friendship  appears  be- 
tween them  and  tlie  Turks  than  |  perceived  to  exist  in 
any  place,  between  Christians  and  Mabomedans.  There 
was,  in  fact,  none  of  that  tyranny  and  oppression  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  infidel,  thpt  J  wa$  so  concerned  to 
aremark  at  Jerusalem*  > 

.The  cells  are  numerous,  and  ov^^r  the  external  part  of 
the  doors  are  written : — 

**  Ave  Maria  Gratia  Plena, 
Aye  Maria  Purissima,'* 

Notwithstanding  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenets  of  IMUio* 
medans  to  cultivate  the  vine,  or  partake  of  its  juice,  al« 
though,  I  believe,  these  do  not  extend  to  their  eating  c^ 
dried  grapes,  yet  many  vineyards  are  to  be  seen,  whidi 
inust  have  been  antiently  in  existence  in  the-  Holy  Land* 
Wine,  which  was  a  luxury  I  had  for  some  time  heea  a 
stranger  to^  I  found  to  be  here  of  a  red  colour,  and  ez« 
cellent  in  quality;  where&s  that  at  Jerusalem  was  the  veiy 
worst  I  ever  tasted,  and  was  as  sour  as  vinegar.    It  will  be 

ft 
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remarked)  that  the  grapes  here,  as  in  some  cotmtries,  Bxe 
not  permitted  to  attain  full  pevS^cdoUf  and  the  branched 
are  propped  up^  but  the  vines  are  cut  almost  on  a  line 
with  the  earth,  in  the  confidence  that  sprouts  or  shoots 
will  be  abundantly  supplied  with  grapes,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  season.  I 

Throughout  Oafilee  I  was  gratified  in  being  informed 
that  there  reigned  the  greatest  tranquillity,  and  a  travellier 
was  perfectly  safe  without  having  recourse  to  protection  firom 
the  military.  The  inmates  of  the  monastery  did  not  ap^ 
pear  in  want  of  any  comfort  whatever;  this  is  indeed  the 
case  with  the  convents  in  general,  every  article  that  can 
be  reasonably  desired  being  within  their  own  walls.  The 
cellars  are  well  stocked ; '  poultry  and  pigs  are  kept  in 
abundance;  the  gardens  are  supplied  with  choice  firuits 
and  v^etables ;  the  vineyards  and  granaries  contain  com. 
Bread  is  baked,  and  every  convenience  afforded  for  do* 
mestib  purposes,  and  trade  carried  oil  for  the  accommoda«> 
tibn  of  the  Monks.  I  have  been  thus  induced  to  believe^ 
tibat  th^se  convents  may  be  considered  as  falling  under  the 
description  of  great  hotels,  having  every  requisite  within 
them;  and  marked  attention  is  paid  to  a  Christian  tra^ 
veller,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  reli^n  main-- 
tained  by  the  Monks.  They  rise  at  a  very  early  hour  ih 
the  morning  for  the  exercise  of  devotion ;  they  then  break«- 
fiist;  they  dine  at  twelve  o'clock;  and  this  being  finished, 
a  dead  sOence'  reigns  throughout  the  whole  edifice^  aD  the 
inmates,  even  to  the  lowest  servants,  retiring  to  sleq)  a 
few  hours.  In  the  afternoon,  further  acts  of  worship  are 
peifilrmed ;  they  then  sup,  and  go  to  bed  for  the  night 
about  eight  o'clodc*  Such  a  state  of  life^  with  no  per- 
sonal labour,  enjoying  every  possible  comfort,  and  firee 
fironi  care,  we  should  be  led  to  suppose  does  not  amount 
to  any  great  mortificatkm.  In  this  view,  few,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe,  would  be  disposed  to  think  it  was  iii»- 
posing  on  them  any  severe  hardship  to  be  secluded ,  firom 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  late  Princess  of  Wales  paid  a  visit,  to  this  places 
and  remained  a  week ;  but  it  being  contrary  to  their  strict 
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rales  to  admk  any  of  the  Air  sex,  she  was  ntit  aocomm^" 
dated  with  apartments  kimiediately  in  the  interior  of  tb« 
estaUishment,  bat  was  lodged  within  the  wsdls  of  it  I 
admit  that  I  was  more  comfortable  and  at  ea$e  herc^  than 
in  any  monastic  institatkm  I  had  foriterly  visitQd*  The 
fathers  are  supposed  to  be  in  circumstances,  of  a^neooe^ 
though  the  depth  of  their  tieasur)r  is  kept  enlKrely  known 
within  themselvesy  as  they  studiously  keep  others  ia  the  dark» 
Indeed,  I  could  perceive  in  all  an  anxiety  to  impress  vif 
sitors,  and  every  one  around  them,  but  motfi  especially 
the  infidel,  widi  an  opinion  of  their  extreme  poyoty; 
fnim  the  prudent  idea,  probably,  that  th^  might  others- 
wise  be  marked  out  as  objects  of  plunder  by  the  Jibhof- 
medans.  Various  sums  are  transmitted  from  CathdSc 
princes,  and  no  one  is  held  in  higher  estimatioQ  than  the 
king  of  Spain,  from  the  munificence  of  his  donations.  Ckmr 
tr&utions  are  also  voluntarily  made  at  Rome,  and  amcmg 
Catholics  all  over  the  world,  for  the  support  of  the  oqdp 
^vents  in  the  Holy  Lalid.  Itinerants  are  sent  forth  t^ 
solicit  supplies  locally,  aiid  at  a  very  great  distance.  U 
deserves  to  be  noticed,  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that  Geo^ 
the  Fourth,  with  his  usual  Ubendity,  transipittei}  aboii^ 
2000/.  to  the  Franoiscan  c^vent  at  Jemsalein,  tbroof^ 
the  hands  <^  %  Eobert  Listpn,  the  British  amlnossadisr 
4it  Genatantinopl^  whose  ni^ne  i«  so  dtaservedljr  held  in 
high  estimation  in  the  H^y  l4i«d. 

The  language  generally  spoken  sn  this  oomraot  is  baUa% 
and  sometimes  Spanish,  particularly  by  the  Mpifks  firom 
Spain.  One  of  ibem  appeared  to  be  an  accomplished 
s^dar,  and  talked  Latin  Auei^,  It  is  a  genssal  uaage 
•that  the  domestics  AoM  bear  aoriptuhd  namaii  suek  as 
Joseph,  Peter,  Maik,  Paul,  &G.        i     ^         ) 

Tlasre  appears  to  be  great  industry  amoi^  the  inhsr 
Utants,  and  a  degree  of  oomfint  whidi  is  saldoni  ip  he 
•met  with  in  such  vill^^es  in  the  Hofy  l4Uid.  The  popa- 
dation  is  estimated  at  1500  souls,  and  nun^  of  th^se  me 
Christians.  The  houses  are  level  on  .the  roof;  few  exceed 
iSDe  story  in  height ;   and  the  place  is  heantUuliy  situated 


.  Hnii0tr«  ^  Sift 

vpon  an  <lev«tknJ9  Iboidng  down  aa  a  valley  enoireted  wUh 
mountaiiis*  I  walked  to  the  bottow  of  it ;  here  I  had  n 
fill!  view  of  the  whole  viUage,  fi>riii^.t>f  a  cluster  of  »MdI 
detach^  hoaaea,  limit  cf  4l0ne^  leaembU^g  the  eompad 
'Qotti^ea  to  be  seen  from  a  distance  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland.  Tb»  inhabitants  appeared  quUe  unlike  the 
fxffbnlent  savages  I  met  with  in  the  villages  I  parsed 
thiou^  on' my  way  fr(»Qi  J^rusajem)  and.  were  orderly  and 
inofltosive.  At  one  time  the  plague  mad^^  great  ravages 
in  this  quarter,  when  the  Monks  were  in  a  sta|;e  of  cap~ 
tivity»  the  doors  having  been  kept  shut  to  prevent  all  com?* 
nranication  with  the  Convent,  for  a  period  of  nearly  eight 
months* 

Early  oh  the  following  day  I  lefi  Nazareth,  with  my 
servant,  and  a  domestic  <^  the  convent,  and  passing  the 
hill  I  mentioned,'  which  is  nanfeed»  *^  Jl  Pre^ipizio"  I  d^ 
sosnded.  into  the  plain  of  Esdraelon*  Having  crossed  i^ 
J  came  to  Mwott  Hermon,  the  dew  of  which  has  been  so 
beaulifidly  aUuded  to  by  ihe  Psalmist.  *  Near  this  place 
stands  Nainfy  which  is  so  called  from  its  pleasai^t  situation 
where  the  only  son  of  a  widow  was  cut  down  in  the  flower 
of  his  age;  but  the  compassion  of  Christ ^^  who,  on  tins 
oecaaion,  proved  not  cmly  the  husband  to  the  widow,  and 
eoDSpled  her  under  the  bereavem^mt;,  but  was  induced 
miraculously  to  Iraise  and  restore. him  again  to  his  re» 
joicing  mother.  Tbougjb,  at  present,  this  is  but  a  poor  de- 
serted village^  coosiltuig  of  only  a  &w  houses^  yet  from  the 
ruins  scattered  round  it»  though  no  monument  of  antiquity 
18  to  be  fimndy  must  have  be^i  form^ly  of  considerable  ex- 
tent; it  is  fiiiely  situated)  having  the  vast  plain  and  moun- 
tains, pf  NaBareth  in  front  About  two  miles  from  Nain^ 
is  seen  Endor,  whiere  the  sorceress  resided  who  was  con- 
sulted by  Saul  $,  and  in  the  vicinity  are  the  mountains  of 
Gilboai  where  the  forces  of  Israel  were  collected.  H 

W^  respept  to  the  state  ci  the  soil  in  this  country,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  a  knowledge  of  {^culture  has  been 

*  Psalin  cxxxiii.  s.  f  Luke  viL  ii— IS. 

X  Acts  ii.  22,        §  1  Samuel  xxviii.  6, 7.         I  Id.  xxviiL  4. 
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derived  from  the  very  suggestion  of  Obd  limiscSf  V  ^ 
tbriy  period  of  time^  when,  ifi  a  partienhr  manno',  lie 
blessed  the  springing  of  the  earth.  It  was^  in  ifoct,'  the 
i^eiy  firiM  employment  assigned  to  man.  f  To  him  wa9 
given  all  the  activity,  industry,  and  perttev^rance  necesstiry 
for  a  proper  cultivation  of  the  ground,  that  in  due  time 
his  toil  might  be  crowned  with  success.  The  distribtt^ 
tion  of  fields  into  acres,  the  use  of  the  plough,  and  the 
assistance  of  oxen  m  the  different  operations,  are  distxncdy 
laid  down  by  revelation. :(  The  ground  hefe,  as  in  our 
country,  is  broken  up  by  the  plough,  and  befaig  drawn  by 
oxen,  remmds  a  reader  of  many  passages  in  ScriplMF 
where  they  are  mentioned,  and  from  the  number  sometioiea* 
employed  $,  suggests  an  idea  of  the  wealth  of  thdr  owner. 
This  machine  is  dilferently  constructed,  in  some  parts^. 
from  that  used  by  British  husbandmen;  and  though  rude 
in  its  formation,  is  extremely  simple,  saving  all  the  poi^ 
poses  required.  I  detained  a  model  of  one  at  Nazareth  Hy 
and  perhaps  a  better  idea  of  it  may  be  conveyed  by  ther 
aketdi  I  have  kitroduced  6f  the  village^  than  any  d€»crip^ 
lion  wluch  can  be  given.  This  plough  is  not  moved  xxpoof 
wheels;  the  ^are,  which  is  small,  scarcely  rgraaes  the 
earth;  and  it  has  only  one  handle,  ot  shaft,  foor 'the  hus^ 
bosidman  to  guide  it,  res^nbling  the  head  of  a  staff  used 
by  **  stopping  age."  The  ^nan  holda  it  with  ibe  right  hand  ^ 
and  whai  the  oxen  are  laige,  thdr  motion  is  increased  hy 
goading  them  wiA  a  long  stick,  held  in  the  left*  Itia 
made  so  light,  that  a  person  may,  with  fiidlily,  carty  it  in 
his  anHs«  The  share  is  covered  wkh  a  piece  of  biMil 
iron,  and  pointed  at  the  end,  which  mi^t  be  ooUvchfted 
into  a  weapon  for  warftre^  and-  be  again  resturad*  to  its 
former  state^  and  a|qdied  to  agricukund  pniposes.  In  all 
probability,  it  is  to  this  operatk)n  that  one-  of- ihe  profriiete 
refers,  when  he  calls  on  the  nations  to  rdKaquidi  rural 
occupations,  and  convart  thear  plougl»  into  indtnim^its^of 

*  Gen.  ii.  15.  f  Isaiah  xxviii.  24. 

t  Sam.  xiv.  14.  §  1  Kings  xix.  19. 

I  l^odels  of  this  plough  may  be  seen  in  the  Museum  in  the  Univer* 
skies'bf  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 


faittile.*  Another  of  the  SAcred  writer$  hai^  reversed  this 
recommeiidMion)  and  implied  it  to  that  tranquiMity  with 
wbieh  it  is  prophesied  the  church  shall  be  nltiinately^ 
blessed  in  the  latter  days,  f  I  was  sometimes  Induced  to 
suppose!  in  viewing  the  openiMon  of  the  oriental  plough, 
from  a  short  distance,  -  that  ^  persoh  who  conducted  it 
was  merely  amusing  hhnself,  there  appeared  such  careless 
in^lflference  manifested,  arising,  .most  likely,  from  the  scSk 
hdng  light,  and  it  not  beii^  necessary  to  make  the  furrows 
deep  f  while  at  others  he  may  be  iseen  to  lean  over  the  top 
of  the  shaft,  so  as  to  press  it  with  his  weight,  to  prevent  it 
skimming  along  the  surface^  and  penetrate  so  as  to  make  a* 
proper  impression  on  the  ground.  To  this  watchful  and 
steady  care,  I  should  conceive,  our  great  Teacher  has  in- 
trodiKed  an  allusion  in  a  remarkable  declaration  of  .Scrlt>« 
tHlre.!  In  the  same  manner  as  I  had  also  occasion  to 
observe  when  travelling  fit>m  Ramah  to  Jerusal^n,  the 
seed  is  first  scattered  upon,  and  afterwards  ploughed  into  the 
ground ;  although  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  the  land 
is  so  covered  aiul  choked  up  with  stones,  as  to  exdte  sur* 
^se  how  a  plough  can  possibly  turn  up  the  soil  at  all^ 
and  any  thing  whatsoever  can  be  produced  by  it  Not- 
wjlihstattding  these  apparent  obstructions,  the  most  bounti- 
fid' crops  are  raised  in  such  <^  stony  ground;"  this  is  eni* 
d&ady  referred  to  in  the  parable  respecting  the  sower*  $ 

It  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  barren  appearance  of 
die  Holy  Land  in  general,  at  this  moment,  is  not  so  much 
to  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  as  from  the  want 
of  inhabitants  to  bring  it  into  a  proper  state  of  cultivation. 
A  stronger  proof  cannot  be  adduced  of  this  than  the  fact, 
that  the  country  of  Judea  alone  having  at  one  period 
brought  into  the  field  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  men  j|, 
was  capable  of  suf^orting  a  number  so  formidable. 
'  Qti  returning  to  Nazareth,  I  was  met  by  some  Turks 
on  faorsdrac^,  who  i^opping  short,  one  of  them,  apparendy 
above  die  common  class,  addressed  me,  and  from  his  fierce 

*  Joel  iii.  10.  t  Iiaiah  li.  4.  f  Luke  ix.  62. 

I  Matt.  xiii.  9. 5.  (|  s  Cbron.  xii.  9.    Id.  xiv*  8* 
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coimtefDtfiaey  and  quick  utteraooe  of  ^)eecli»  I  Bppatr/A'ta 
have  given  him  great  offence^  Oa  my  making  i^gBa  that 
I  was  ignorant  of  his  language^  and  commmticatiDig  with 
the  interpareter,  at  a  short  djatamy  behind  mc^  I  fooiid  it 
had  been  discoyered  that  I  waa  a  C!hrifri«ft|  and  waa  du^ 
lenged  for  jHresuming  to  wear  the  white  Harbin^  Those 
Mahomedans  who  can  trace  a  direct  desoait  from  the  pro? 
{diet,  aire  disUnguished  by  wearing  exclusively)  a  gf^^en 
turban.  To  Christiansy  Jew%  and  inftdeb»  partipular 
coloura  are  assigned.  A  prodamalian  was  issiied  at  GaJro^ 
not  long  since,  prohibidng  Christians  from  wealing  white 
turbans,  under  the  penalty  of  death.  When,  howevw,  he 
was  informed  I  was  a  Briton,  and  ignorant  of  the  distinc- 
tion of  colours  observed  among  Mahomedans,  he  pwooitted 
me  to  pass  on,  and  I  arrived  ajt  the  convent  in  Nazareth. 

On  the  24th  of  February  the  thermometer  stood  her^  afe 
65  degrees.  ^ 
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JOURKET  THROUGH  QA  LILEE.  —  CANA.  —  WELL.  •—  WATER- 
PITCHERS.  •«-<iTRIK11V6  COINOIDENOE  OF  AN  EVENT  THERE 
WITH    aCKIFTURS.— DiaCIFLSS'  yOULo. -^  BLEtSBD    MOt7lJIT» 

—  W|i9BS    MIlUkOL]^    PERfOBlkCS^    IN     FEEDING    A     HULTl* 
TUOE.-^  SUBLIME    VI$W    OF    THE    LAKE    OF    GENEKARETH. 

—  OBSERVATIONS.^ — ARRIVAL  AX   THE   TOWN  OF  TIBERIAS. 

—  GREEK  PRIEST. LODGING  IN  A   CHURCH* 

I  8£T  out  by  $un-*nse  on  the  moming  of  the  26th  of  Fe** 
Jbru»ry9  with  tbfi  view  of  visitipg  those  pturts  of  Galilee 
i«rhidi  had  been  so  emiuently  Uessed,  not  only  by  a  resi*- 
^eooe»  but  Ibose  iaira(^le»  f^  the  Redeemer  c^  our  world* 

Siaoe  ihem  was  trasiquUUty  o^er  the  whote  fSQvmtry,  in 
eonseqii^Qetof  prqper  yig^lfinee  exereised  on  the  part  qf  the 
Pachft  at  Aoi^  it  foniu»d  f^  stldiking  differe  thoiiedis* 

turbed  districts  Ijjrongb  "vdoic^  J  had  hitherto  traveiled>  and 
jr^dered  it  utmeji^essary:  to  hiuv^e  rcic^nis^  to  .any  milijtiary 
escort*  On  this  ooea^i^ii^  therefore)  I  wad  only  attended  by 
my  servant,  and  Mkiku^  foimerly  a  dw^Q  m  ^eponvent^ 
who  yms  reeouimended  to  trayc^eva  a^  a  person  of  activity 
md  intetUigence.  The  miming  yrst^  glorious,  my  e^peetr 
attosA  ran  hi^  .9nd  at  «¥^  stq^  the  dis%ht  I  ey^peri^ 
eoeed  ^nongly  injsimaed*  I  pursued  my  w^  in  a  northern 
direction,  went  throng^  aome  vaUies,  and  i^  1swf>  hours 
arrived  at  CkD%  almost  cumtiguoufl  to  the  plain  of  Zdbalony 
distinguished  aa  iihe  firoouced  ispot  where  the  Sen  of  God 
fllnmined  the  wo^Sd^  by^a  naost  striking  and  ^ojcious  dis- 
.play  of  the  perfonaanos  .of  his.  £rst  sniraide.  ^  Under  an 
overpowering  sun,  I  stopped  at  a  fountain  near  the  en- 
trance of  tbi$  yjlla^e,  to  take  relreshment ;  I  sat  dawn  on 
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the  shattered  waU  which  inclosed  it,  and  turned  to  that 
interesting  passage  of  Scriptore,  which  records  that  six 
waterpots  of  stone  were  used  at  the  nuptial  feast,  and  the 
modest  water  saw  its  God  and  blushed.  On  this  occasion 
a  very  striking  &ct  occurred.  Six  women,  having  their 
feces  veiled*,  came  down  to  the  well  at  this  moment,  each 
carrying  on  her  head  apotf,  for  the  purpose  of  being  filled 
with  water. 

These  vessek  are  formed  of  day,  hardened  by  the 
heat  c^the  sun,  with  bodies  of  a  globular  shape^lai^  at  the 
mouth,  and  something  like  the  bottles  used  in  our  country 
for  containing  vitriol,  having  great  bodies  and  small  necks, 
"with  this  exception,  that  they  are  not  so  large.  Many 
have  handles  attached  to  the  sides,  and  it  was  a  wonderful 
coincidence  witli  Scripture,  that  the  vessels  appeared  to 
contain  much  the  same  quantity,  as  those  which  the  Evan- 
gelist informs  us  were  employed  on  occasion  of  the  cele- 
bration of  the  marriage;  namely,  three  firkins,  or  about 
twelve  gallons  each.  It  is  further  a  remarkable  drcum- 
stance^  that  in  the  Holy  Land,  it  rarely  happens  that  men 
are  employed  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  water ;  it  is  a  duty 
entirely  devolving  on  the  females,  and  shows  strongly  that 
siich  a  practice  has  been  kept  up  firom  the  earliest  ages.  % 
The  water  of  this  well  is  pure^  and  supplied  by  springs 
from  the  mountains,  about  two  miles  distant.  Afiser  the 
attention  of  the  women  had  been  arrested  by  my  reading 
on  the'  spot,  one.  of  them  lowered  her  pitcher  into  the  well^ 
and; offered  me  water  to  drink $,  having  perceived  my 
servant  was  spreading  out  ptpvisions  on  the  ground  at  the 
time.  They  then  returned  to  the  village  with  the  vessels 
on  their  heads,  and  w«re  succeeded  by  others  on  the  same 
errand.  A  sketch  of  the  interesting  scene  I  have  given 
with  all  possible  accuracy  in  the  fitmtispieoe. 

I  then  passed  through  Cana,  consisting  of  only  a  few 
mean  houses,  and  the  reputed  birth-place  of  St.  Philip  and 


•  Gen.  xxiv.  65.    Song  v.  7.  t  John  ii.  6 — 10. 

t  Genesis  xxiv.  11. 13. 15.  SO.    Exodus  ii.  16.    John  iv.  7. 

§  Genesis  zxiv.  is. 
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St  James.  I  entered  the  plain  of  Zehvlohf  going  along 
the  side  of  a  field  said  to  have  been  the  one  through 
which  our  Lord  walked,  when  the  disciples  were  rebuked 
for  taking  ears  of  com  on  the  Sabbath.  *  Every  blade 
upon  this  spot,  whether  it  be  of  grass,  com,  or  any  other 
article,  is  held  in  the  highest  degree  sacred;  heaps  are 
'  plucked  up,  and  transmitted  to  Coolie  countries,  where 
they  are  received  with  reverential  devotion.  After  supply- 
ing myself  widi  some  blades,  to  take  to  England  f,  I.  con- 
tinued the  journey  by  this  plain,  which  is  of  considerable 
extent,  and  in  many  parts  the  soil  is  black.  I  observed 
piles  of  stones,  covering  over,  or  marking,  several  graves 
said  to  have  been  those  of  the  persons  who  had  fallen  in 
actions  between  the  French  and  Turks.  Near  the  bottom 
of  it  stands  the  holy  mount,  which  has  been  so  eminently 
distinguished,  from  our  Divine  Master  having  addressed 
himself  to  the  surrounding  multitudes,  and  denominated 
the  *^  Mountain  of  Beatitudes."  On  alighting  fi'om  my 
mule,  and  ascending,  I  read  upon  its  height,  with  deep 
interest,  the  sermon  delivered  there,  so  highly  comprehen- 
sive in  its  sublime  doctrines,  and  the  source  of  such  strong 
consolation  to  believers  in  all  ages.  :|:  Here  I  was  joined 
by  a  ragged  soldier,  who  had  been  stationed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  hill  by  his  Pacha,  to  protect  the  grass  fi*om  the  de- 
predations of  travellers.  He  seemed  overwhelmed  with 
gratitude,  when  I  desired  him  to  sit  down  and  partake  of 
my  repast,  which  was  devoured  greedily,  as. if  he  had  been 
a  stranger  to  food  for  several  days.  This  hill  has  an  eleva- 
tion of  from  2  to  300  feet ;  the  prospect  is  extensive  and 
beautiful.  On  the  summit  is  an  area  of  many  acres ;  where 
scattered  mins  appear  to  denote  it  must  antiently  have  been 
the  site  of  a  village.  Proceeding  firom  hence,  I  arrived 
at  a  spot  on  the  other  side,  where  Christ  displayed  his 
miraculous  power  in  supplymg  the  returning  wants  of  the 


*  Luke  vi.  1,3.    Mark  li,  2J. 

t  These  are  deposited  in  the  Huaterian  MuseuxDi  Univernty  ef 
Glasgow, 
t  Matt.  V.  1—12. 
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multitude  *;  tliis  was  called  by  Michel  <<  The  multiplica-^ 
tion  of  bread)''  or,  as  I  have  heBLvd  others  denominate  ^ 
^  The  table  of  Christ"     It  is  remarkable  that  there  is  novr 
much  grass  in  this  place,  f    I  had*  to  pursue  my  journey 
fi)r  some  time  by  a  steep  descent,  in  the  course  of  which, 
'  the  Lake  of  Crenesareth,  or  Sea  of  Galilee,  appeared,  witfa 
the  city  of  Tiberias,  situated  north  and  south,  at  the  inde  of 
it,  inclosed  with  walls,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  circumference.     At  this  monettt  there  was  a  rippling 
red  X  sky  resembling  the  purest  gold,  a  warm  sun  just  on 
the  eve  of  setting ;  the  &ce  of  nature  was  trtdy  glorious 
and  sublime;  smoke  was  ascending  in  an  undeviating  up^ 
right  direction  from  tiie  houses ;  the  shades  of  night  were 
gently  stealing  on  the  scene  § ;  also  the  still  water,  smooth  as 
^ass,  was  slightly  veiled  by  a  chain  of  mountains  on  the 
other  side.     A  glimpse  of  the  pale  moon,  that  emblem  of 
beauty,  and  the  glorious  lamp  of  light,  was  b^eld  watching 
as  it  were,  the  close  of  day,  to  illuminate  benighted  worlds; 
and  the  lake  itself  appeared  as  in  the  bottom  of  a  bowL 
A  solemn  stillness  spread  all  around  this  magnificent  scenes 
ry.     Atab  shepherds  were  directing  their  steps  towards 
the  village  with  flocks* .  The  husbandman  lingered  on  his 
return  home  from  the  toils  of  the  day ;  and  every  object 
gave  an  animation  to  this  scene,  which  never  can  be  properly 
described;  whk^,  of  all  others,  was  finrourabie,  not  oaij 
fcfr  the  contemplation  of  a  ChristioD,  but  the  pencil  of  an 
artist,  and  the  subject  of  a  poet.    In  addition  to  a  recolleo* 
tion  of  all  the  glorious  events  which  occurred  through** 
out  this  once  favoured  country,  and  upon  its  waters,  that 
were    trodden  by  the  sacred  feet  of  the  Redeemer  of  a 
guilty  world,  who  prodamted  gkd  tidings  of  salvation, 
and  accomplished  miracles,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  latest 
period  of  time,  in  eonfirmation  of  his  divinity ;  the  com- 
bination of  these  facts  could  not  fiul  to  stamp  on  the  miaA 

•  Matt.  xvi.  9, 10.  t  John  n.  id.  J  Miitt.  xvi.  2. 

§  ^  Et  jkm  summa  viPamai  ^uinliiia  fiittiant^ 

Majoresque  cadunt  altis  de  montibua  umbras."        Vn^ 
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of  any  spectator,  who  was  a  believer  in  the  Gospel,  deep 
and  lasting  impressions. 

I  arrived  at  Tiberias,  which  is  about  'thirty  miles  dis- 
tant &om  Nazareth,  and  entered  it  by  the  western  gate, 
which  is  regularly  shut  at  sun-set,  but  could  not  find  any 
other  vplace  to  repose  in  during  the  night  than  a  miser- 
able old  building,  called  the  Christian  church,  resembling 
a  dungeon ;  light  was  only  admitted  by  one  narrow  door. 
The  entrance  was  by  a  descent ;  in  front  was  a  small  court 
where  the  mules  were  tied  up.     Shortly  after,  a  venerable 
Greek  priest,  bending  under  great  age,  with  bushy  head 
and  beard  of  grey  colour,  arrived,  with  the  keys  in  his 
hand.     To  him  I  presented  a  letter,  written  in  Arabic, 
which  I  had  received  from  my  friend.  Father  Isacarus,  at 
Paris,  a  native  of  Bethlehem,  who  was  of  the  same  per- 
suasion.    Afler  he  had  read  it  attentively,  he  meiationed, 
that  as  accommodation  could  not  be  afforded  in  his  own 
house,  there  was  no  other  alternative  than  to  sleep  in  the 
^hurph.    He  then  opetied  the  door  with  a  great  degree  of 
formality,  as  if  he  was  conferring  a  distinguished  favor ; 
and  I  grateftdly  entered,  to  repose  my  exhausted  limbs, 
after  being  worn  out  with  &tigue,  and  the  most  oppressive 
heat  of  the  sun,  which  had  almost  darted  upon  me  verti- 
cally.   This  place  was  enveloped  in  gloom,  and  every  orna- 
ment about  the  altar  -W^  paltry  and  mean  in  the  extreme. 
I  laid  my  bed  on  the  floor  of  stone,  which  was  almost  wet 
with  damp ;  but  Michel  having  ondtted  to  bring  one  for 
himself  from  Nazareth,  had  recourse  to  the  expedient  of 
taking  the  door  off  it^  hinges ;  and  was  contented  to  stretch 
himself  upon  this,  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  damp  which 
arose.     Afler  securing  an  outer  gate  of  the  court,  by  enor- 
mous stones,'  in  consequence  of  a  hint  given,  to  prevent  the 
mules  from  being  stolen,  my  lighted  lamp  was  placed  on 
the  altar;  and  we  attempted  to  find  some  repose  in  this 
dreary  and  novel  abode. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

TIBBBIAS.  — DOGS.  — VERMIN.  —  SPOT  WHBRK  THK  HOUSE  O? 
PETER  STOOD.  —  LAKE.  —  MIRACLES  OF  CHRIST.  —  TIBERIAS. 
—  LODGING  OF  GREEK  PRIEST. -^  WOMEK  ORNAMENT  THE 
STES  WITH  PAINT*  —  GOVERNOR.  •— DRESS  OF  SOLDIERS*  — 
JEWS*  SYNAGOGUE.  —  EMM AUS. -*  TOMBS  OF  THE  UNCLEAN 
fiPIRITS.  -^OBSERVATIONS. —  LUDICROUS  GRODP  OF  FEMALES* 
—PENS. 

1  WAS  SO  extremely  annoyed  by  the  barking  of  dogs 
outside  this  place,  and  the  attacks  of  vennin  .within, 
which  were  of  a  red  appearance^  added  to  the  chilling 
damp  of  the  church,  that  1  was  a  stranger  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  sleep,  and  passed  one  of  the  most  restless  nights^ 
longing  for  the  light  of  day.  I  arose  early,  but^  notwith- 
standing all  the  miseries  I  had  endured,  they  were  fully 
compensated  by  the  honor  I  enjoyed,  in  reposing  on  the 
spot  where  the  habitation  of  Peter  stood,  when  he  and 
his  brethren  were  called  from  their  humble  vocations  to 
follow  their  Lord  and  Master.*  This  church,  situated  on 
the  very  edge  of  the  water,  was  founded  in  commemoration 
of  this  event.  Several  Christians  from  Nazareth  repair  to 
this  place  yearly,  on  a  certain  day,  to  celebrate  the  festival 
of  the  Saint.  It  may  occur,  prc^bly,  at  the  same  period 
which  has  been  set  apart  in  the  Church  of  Engkmd  in 
sacred  recollection  of  this  Apostle.  During  a  terrible 
earthquake  that  occurred  at  one  period  here,  the  edifice 
almost  miraculously  escaped. 

I  proceeded  to  visit  the  lake,  which  has  passed  under 
different  appellations  from  the  sacred  writers ;  such  as  the 
^<  Sea  of  Galilee,''  from  being  inclosed  by  Galilee;  the 
<^  Lake  of  Genesareth,  or  Gnezarf  ;**  to  these  were  added 

*  Matt,  iv.  18— 2t.  t  1  Maccab.  ii,  67. 
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the  "  Sea  of  Cinnereth  and  Tiberias ;"  from  the  circum- 
stance of  a  town  under  the  name  of  the  latter,  on  its  western 
border,  being  founded  by  Herod,  in  honor  of  the  Emperor 
Tiberias.  This  picturesque  sheet  of  water,  an  object  of 
such  high  yeneration,  which,  with  that  of  the  Dead  Sea^ 
may  be  considered  as  the  two  principal  lakes  in  the  Holy 
Land,  appears  to  owe  its  visible  origin  to  the  waters  of 
Jordan,  which  flow  from  Lebanon,  a  mountain  of  great 
altitude  and  grandeur,  seen  in  the  back  ground,  to  the 
north,  capped  with  snow,  not  unlike  that  of  Ben  Lomond, 
in  Scotland.  Through  this  lake  the  Jordan  pushes  its 
course,  marked  by  a  strong  current,  leaving  it  at  the 
southern  extremity,  and  ultimately  loses  itself  in  that  sea. 
It  may  be  calculated  at  eighty,  or,  perhaps,  one  hundred 
miles  beyond  it.  It  is  frequently  subject  to  commotions. 
This  arises  from  the  mountains  which  encircle  it,  and  the 
meeting  of  the  winds,  which,  when  driven  back  violently, 
agitate  the  water. 

A  variety  of  opinions  have  been  entertained  as  to  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  water ;  which,  it  is  singular,  has 
never  at  any  one  period  of  time  been  accurately  ascer- 
tained, but  merely  conjectured,  from  eye-sight.  So  far, 
however,  as  could  be  judged  from  a  view  actually  taken,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  may  be  about  five  miles  in  breadth, 
tmd  from  twelve  to  fifteen  in  length.  I  stripped  and  bathed, 
arid  found  it  very  refre^ing,  after  the  overpowering  heat 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  die  torture  I  experienced  from 
vermin  during  the  night.  The  water  is  fresh,  to  the  taste 
very  agreeable,  and  as  there  was  not  at  this  moment  a 
breath  of  air,  I  could,  at  a  considerable  depth,  distinctly 
see  the  bottom  covered  with  pebbles.  Althoi^h  it  is  ascer- 
tained, beyond  doubt,  that,  during  our  Saviour's  ministry, 
vessels  were  known  to  sail  upon  it,  to  convey  persons  to 
and  from  the.  towns  on  its  borders,  and  used  (<fr  the  pur- 
pose of  fishing;  yet  it  has  been  asserted,  by  some  travel-^ 
lers,  that  neither  vessels  or  boats  are  ever  to  be  found 
there ;  this,  however,  is  opposed  by  others,  who  maintain 
they  are  actually  to  be  seen  about  the  shores.  For  my  own 
part^  I  could  not  find  a  single  bark,  of  any  description 
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.whatever,  during  the  time  J  was  at  Tiberias;  tllos^'I 
ina^e  particular  enquiries,  with  the  view  of  sailii^  about  on 
its  sacred  waters,  and  crossing  over  to  the  other  side.  This 
leads  me  to  enquire  if  there  had  been  vessels  in  existence 
how  comes  it  to  pass  that  we  should  not  long  before  this 
moment  have  heard  that  travellers  had  availed  themselves 
of  them,  in  order  to  give  a  minute  description  of  t^  inter- 
esting a  lake,  with  its  precise  depth»  Ineadth^  length,  and 
olher  objects  of  importance;  of  which  we  have  been  kept 
hitherto  in  the  dark  ? 

The  waters,  indeed,  contain  fish,  which  are  cau^  by 
small  nets,  not  used,  however  in  boats,  whidi  would,  most 
certainly,  have  been  the  case,  had  any  such  craft  existed ; 
but  they  are  cast  out  on  the  lake  by  the  fishermen ;  to 
accomplish  this,  they  walk  into  it  a  short  distance  fix>m  the 
shore.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  remind  the  read^,  th^t 
this  Sea,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  Gospel  history,  and  neighbour- 
hood, were  places  where  many  important  events  occurred  % 
but  above  all,*  they  were  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
Phrist  It  was  here  that  he  embarked  in  a  ship»  to  go  ti> 
difierent  places  about  its  bonders,  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  errands  of  mercy^  and  from  which  he  instnicted'the  mul* 
titude  who  had  assembled  on  the  shore  f;  that  the.nurada 
was  accomplished  respecting  die  qjiantily  of  fishes  whi^ch 
the  fishermen  were  unable  to  draw  forth  in  their  nets  t  "^ 
that  he  walked  on  its  waters  §  imder  the  cloud  of  ni^t^ 
when  his  disciples  were  on  its  bosom,  cheering  them  with 
his  glorious  presence^  the  m^e  utterance  o£  whose  name 
calmed  their  apprehensions,  and  he  rebuked  the  raging 
storms  by  speaking,  and  it  was  done ;  thus  bringing  c^ 
viction  to  their  minds,  that,  of  a  truths  he  was  ike  Son.  of 
God.  It  was  o^  these  shores  ^t  he  called  upon  tfat. 
humblest  individuals  ||  to  leave  their  occupations,  and  fel^ 
low  him,  which  was  instantly  dseyed  by  abandoning  every 
thing,  to  be  witnesses  of  his  wonderfiil  works,  md  weise 
sent  fcHth  as  the  ambassadors  of  his  kingdom*    No  ves^ 

*  1  Maccab.  ii.  63—67.  f  Mark  iv.  1,  2.    Luke  v.  1 — 5. 

X  Luke  V.  4 — 7.  §  Matt.  xiv.  24 — 35, 

I  MtLtt,  ix.  9.    xxiv.  31.    Marki.  16—22.    Luke  v.  10,  il. 


tiffis  fure  to  be  seen  of  tte  chies  abont  tU^  lake»  whiph 
were  9Q  |)eculiQrl]r  honfired  wiih  his  pi«8^npe$  $uch  as 
Chorasln^  Bethsaya**.  and  Capernaum,  whQs§  inhabit^ 
ants  were  ^tonkhed  at  his  doctrine,  having  Ijaugbt  as  i^ 
person  iti  authority,  f  The  last  of  these,  Rei^btfion  ha$ 
pointed  out  to  us  as  specially  disUsi^uished  by  the  appet* 
lation  of  his  ovm  city  f ;  a&d  from  the  ab$ervatton»  that  it 
had  been  ^<  exalted  to  heaven,"  there  is  reason  to  oonctude^ 
it  must  Have  been  of  considerable  extent  and  importance* 
DiiiJng  the  period  of  the  crusades,  the  fortifications  W6re 
formidable,  with  a  cattle,  where  the  sta(ndiv*d  of  the  Cros$ 
was  displayed,  and  most  sanguinary  confli<sts  took 
place.  §  The  hcdy  joy  and  delist  I  experienced  in  be^ 
faoiding  the  psodigious  grandeur  of  the  scenery  spread 
round  this  lake,  fluid  contemplating  the  wonderful  acts 
i^rhidh  had  been  accomplished  upon  the  bosom  of  its  sanc- 
tified waters,  it  would  b^  in  vain  to  attempt  to  convey  an 
idccuratb  idea  of  to  the  miod  of  the  reader. 

I  widked  thinough  the  town;  on  the  walls  th^e  is  mounted 
0tKe  miserable  piece  of  artillery ;  it  contains  a  populatbn 
of  fifteen  hnndr^d  or  two  thousand.  I  was  struck  with 
its  wr4&tetledniQs^,  to  which  the  French,  who  were  under 
Murat^  Irave  contributed,  by  the  ravage  they  made  when 
in  possession  of  the  pkod,  having  set  part  of  it  in  flames. 
I  proceeded  to  the  d^dlUng  of  the  Eccksiastk^  or  Papa^^ 
ihus  culled  by  hk  fioi^;  he  bad  long  resided  at  Tiberias  ; 
I  thiaak^  him  for  the  neo^modation  afforded  me  by  the 
use  of  his  church.  I  feijmd  (lie  good  old  man  wiili  a  moat 
COfiMlt^  look  and  smUts,  iii  altl^-apartment  whidi  exhi- 
bit^ a  scisnd  of  mi$^y,  surrounded  by  many  children 
ill  rags.  I  wb3  0Onc^»ied  to  hear  that  he  had  been  looked 
t^n  as  •an  object  of  h^rtred  by  the  Monks,  because  he  had 
taken  &  wife,  whom  I  also  saw,  in  the  act  of  rocking  an 
ifitkatia  :die  ciadle;  she  was  a  most  comfdete  sloven  in 
dUess  and  domestic  ahraagement  She  wore  on  her  head 
a- mean  bsnde«i|  omame^ted^tb  silver  coins,  which,  with 

*  Matt.iv.  1?.  15.    Mftrkii.  1.    Luke  x.  17. 
t  Marki,  €S.  t  Mattix.  1.  §  Psalm  xxi  5. 
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the  least  motion,  rattled  like  bdUs  round  the  collar  of  a 
dog.  From  the  extraordinary  appearance  of  her  oobiip 
tenance,  and  those  of  her  £unily,  I  was  induced  to  think 
they  had  received  some  acts  of  personal  violence,  as  their 
eyes  were  encircled  with  large  black  marks,  and  their  lips 
covered  with  the  same  colour.  On  enquiring  the  cause, 
I  was  surprised  to  be  told  these  stains  were  made  with 
black  powder,  to  resemble  paint,  which  I  found  to  be  just 
as  ornamental  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  an  application 
of  rouge  would  be  considered  to  the  cheeks  of  fashionable 
females  in  our  country.  This  mode,  I  apprehend,  to  be 
a  continuation  of  what  was  observed  as  an  antient  Oriental 
custom,  to  which  special  allusion  is  made  in  sacred  writ.  * 
The  numerous  occupations  in  which  this  ecclesiastic  was 
busily  engaged  in  his  hut,  appeared  to  be,  in  r^dity,  the 
counterpart  of  an  exhibition  like  that  given  in  sketehes,  by 
artists,  of  the  remarkable  industry  of  a  Welsh  curate,  who 
was  obliged  to  exercise  so  many  domestic  acts  at  one  and 
the  same  time.  The  Pastor  afforded  every  information 
I  required ;  he  said  that  the  whole  country  of  Galilee  was 
tranquil,  and  that  those  persons  who  attacked  the  priei^ 
i)etween  Nazareth  and  Jenini  had  been  apprehended,  se- 
verely bastinadoed,  and  ccmdemned  to  pay  a  h^avy  fine. 

Tiberias  was  the  seat  of  a  bishop,  so  long  as  it  was  under 
^the  jurisdiction  o£  the  kings  of  Jerusalem.  A  severe  earth- 
quake occurred  at  one  period,  when  the  church  miracu- 
lously esc^>ed.  The  heat  is  sometimes  so  extremely 
powerful,  from  being  situated  in  a  hollow  or  valley5  shut 
•in  with  mountains,  that  the  inhabitants  are  frequently 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  tops  of  their  hopses  to 
repose  during  the  night;  this  is  according  to  what  I  ap- 
prehend to  have  been  a  custom  of  great  antiquity.  These 
places,  I  observed,  were  enclosed  with  reeds,  or  booths^  a 
plan  evidently  adopted  in  an  early  age,  and  particu]ai:ly 
during  the  festival  of  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  f  To  the 
^nbrth  of  the  town  is  a  burying  ground ;  the  former  is  st* 

*  2  Kings  ix.  50.    Ezek.  xxiii.  40. 
t  Neh.  viii,  15.  17.     Levit.  xxiii.  34. 
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tuated  nearer  in  that  direction'  than  to  die  southern  ex-' 
tremity  of  the  lake  before  it.  , 

On  returning  to  my  quarters  in  the  church,  I  fell  in. 
with  the  Governor  on  horseback;  he  was  represented  as 
attached  to  the  English  nation,  from  the  memorable  exer-^ 
dons  made  at  Acre ;  he  returned  the  obeisance  I  made  to 
him.  The  dress  of  his  soldiers,  many  of  whom  form  a 
guard  at  the  gate  on  entering  the  town,  have  an  appear-^ 
ance  extremely  ludicrous;  their  caps  being  of  the  ex- 
travagant height  of  two  feet,  and  without  border  or  edging. 
I  passed  a  particular  district  of  the  town,  inhabited  by, 
Jews,  who  exceed  in  number  that  of  Turks ;  they  assert 
that  they  are  descended  from  those  who  left  Jerusalem  at 
the  period  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ.*  They  keep  close 
together,  in  a  body  totally  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
other  inhabitants ;  and  have  a  synagogue,  which  I  entered 
during  divine  service.  And  here  I  cannot  fail  to  remark, 
how  strongly  the  wofds  of  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled  with 
regard  to  this  class  of  the  human  race,  who  are  scattered 
over  the  whole  face  of  the  globe,  and  become  as  it  were 
the  offscourings  of  the  earth.  Th^e  is  a  kind  of  college, 
with  a  small  library,  in  this  place.  There  are  few  Chris- 
tians at  Tiberias,  and  they  are  in  great  poverty.  I  felt  a 
peculiarly  warm  affection  for  such  persons  in  so  remote  a 
quarter  of  the  earth,  forming  themselves  into  a  little  sanc- 
tuary, and  had  repeatedly  the  gratification  to  see  in  the 
church  (which  I  was  obliged  to  leave  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  mcnrning,)  that  imdisturbed  possession  of  it  was  en- 
joyed by  them  during  the  exercise  of  their  devotions. 

I  passed  another  most  restless  night,  being  tormented 
with  myriads  of  vermin,  crawling  in  the  church,  burrowing 
into  every  part  of  the  clothes  in  which  I  slept,  and  so 
disfiguring  my  countenance,  that  had  I  then  appeared 
among  my  friends,  they  might  justly  have  observed  they 
had  seen  an  old  fi-iend  with  a  new  &ce.  I  set  out  next 
day,  and  rode  down  the  western  shore  of  the  lake,  the 
banks  of  which  appear  in  a  barren  state.    A  short  distance 

» 
*  Jer.  3cxiy.  9.    1  Kbgs  ix.  7.    Ezek.  xiv.  8. 

8  3 


fixMfn  the  town,  I  passed  Emmaus,  wher^  die  Redeemer 
discovered  himself  to  his  disciples  after  stiflfering  on  the 
cross* ;  it  is  called  by  the  Arabs  Hamam.  The  springs  of 
this  place  draw  to  them  Valetudinarians  c^  all  descriptions. 
The  water  is  snlphurouS)  throwing  out  steam,  as  if  issuing 
from  a  boQer,  and  is  so  remarkablj  hot,  that  I  cduld  hardly 
endure  my  naked  fi)6i  in  it  a  few  seconds.  In  this  direc- 
tion, and  upwards  of  a  mile  beyoiid  it,  ruins  are  scattered 
about,  irom  which  it  is  obvious  that  Tiberias  had  beeh 
antiently  of  great  extent  Along  the  side  of  this  tract,  and 
directly  in  front  of  the  lake,  run  a  chain  6f  rock),  in  which 
are  distinctly  sj^en  cavities,  or  grottos,  that  have  braved  th^ 
ravages  of  time*  Thesie  have  uniformly  been  represented 
to  travellers  ]bs  places  referred  tb  in  Slcr^itnfe^  frequented 
by  miserable  and  fierce  objects,  where  th^  miraculous 
power  haid  been  called  forth  from  Christ,  on  a  temarkable 
occasion,  in  accomplishing  a  cure  of  one  of  them.f 

It  may  be  observed,  that  much  of  the  history  bf  our 
religion  is  necessarily  traditional,  particularly  ih  whut 
respects  local  scenes  of  events  and  miracles ;  Md  ^refote 
the  same  rule  which  is  applicable  to  ^tten  histbi^,  ongbt 
perhaps  to  be  strictly  adopted  in  considering  oral  tiarrieb- 
tion ;  —  that  thoise  circumstances,  which  kr6  best  recollect^ 
oh  the  sjpot,  come  nearest  to  the  tlnith.  Errors  and  coiv 
ruptions  olF  the  grossest  kind;  no  doubt,  m^  creep  nKmre 
easily  into  traditions,  thto  ihbse  to  which  records  iif^ 
liable,  in  tbie  hands  of  theoi*etical  or  hegligent  traiiscuflb^s; 
yet  facts  of  a  silbstaiitial  nat^t^  may  dWays  be  ^6eA  froiii 
the  chaff  by  care;  such  I  w<Hi)d  huaiMf  ^ndeavbiir  tb 
attempt,  by  pursuing  these  i^jple  tefl^dtift  afid  lH^^cSta- 
fions,  in  ihis  consecrated  (|Uarter  of  the  ^rth. 

Into  this  digressive  obsiervktioii,  f  ^aT'id  h&m^  led  by  <^ 
of  the  friars  in  the  convert  havmj^  sh'^wti  m'e^  h^fos^  1 1^ 
Nazareth,  several  <M  geogrt^idal  ^iews  Of  Pal^i^ls.  Of 
their  date,  it  was  ihipbssible  to  foti^  Any  cc^^l^sM,  tf- 
though  they  had  tii^  appekl^mcii  of  gi^^t  )irialiqi£ty,  ^ 
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*  Matt  xxviii.  10 — 16      Mark  xvi.  7^  8.     Luke  xxiv.  15.  30—55. 
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v^orey  no  dobbt,  carefiilfy  preserved  for  dges,  as  if  ordaided 
to  throw  %ht  upon  an  interesting  topic,  and  assist  iii  the 
oorrectibn  of  a  glaring  error,  which  has  found  its  way  into 
the  works  of  authors  of  modem  date^  with  respect  to  the 
precise  spot  where  onr  Lord  rebuked  the  undean  spirit. 
Indeed,  but  for  the  peculiar  opportunity  I  enjoyed,  of  see- 
ing  these  valuable  relics,  the  error  might  have  been  per- 
petuated, and  acquired  confirmation  from  subsequent  pil- 
grims, since  my  guide  Michel  appeared  equally  mistaken 
with  the  Authors  to  whom  I  allude;  and,  doubtless,  in  his 
hands,  future  travellers  may  be  impressed  with  the  same' 
mistake.  They  have  always  been  led  to  describe  the  hal- 
Idwed  spot,  as  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  that  is, 
between '  Tiberias  and  the  foot  of  it,  or  its  southern  ex- 
tremity* 

I  own  that  the  afpesiltance  of  these  excavations,  so  near, 
with  the  declivity  or  ^  steep  place"  from  thence  to  the 
water,  where  the  '^  herd  of  swine  ran  down  violextly,"  do, 
iex  fade^  sieiem  to  coincide  with  the  description  given  in 
Scripture;  yet  tha  truth  is,  I  perceived  from  these  antient 
maps,  that  the  places  are  pointed  out  as  being  situated 
opposite  to  Tiberias,  that  i%  up<Mi  the  other  or  eastern  slide 
of  the  lake*  This  I  apprehend  is  strengthened  by  the  very 
critic^  words  of  the  gospd  itself*,  where  we  are  also  in- 
formed, that  afier  t^  accomplishment  of  this,  and  other  re- 
markable events,  our  Lord  went  back  to  that  part  of  the  lake 
firom  which  he  had  sailed,  and  this  a  fortiori  must  have  been 
on  the  western  side,  where  the  town  of  Tiberias  is  situated* 
These  tombs,  therefore,  I  am  humbly  disposed  to  think, 
must  have  been  on  the  eastern  side  of  this  lake,  or  in  the 
country  of  the  Gadarenes,  a  people  of  the  tribe  of  Gad* 
In  this  place,  en  another  memorable  occasion,  strong  faith 
was  exemplified  by  a  woman  who  was  in  the  crowd  fol- 
lowing Jesus,  by  touching  his  person,  under  the  conviction^ 
that  virtue  would  be  imparted,  and  have  the  effect  of  re- 
moving a  disease  she  had  long  laboured  under,  and  which 
was  deemed  incurable  by  medical  men :  this  was  accord- 

*  Matt.  viii.  28.    Mark  v.  1.    Matt.  ix.  1.    Luke  viiL  2^, 
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iogly  aocoBiiiHsbed/  A  ruler  of  the  dmrck  In  that  dfetrict/ 
also  implored  his  divine  compassion  m  hdialf  of  his  yoong. 
daughter^  vrhose  dissolution  had  occurred^  but  whom  .he> 
brought  to  life  again.f 

I  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  lake,  which  is  seven  miles 
from  the  town,  where  I  had  an  extensive,  view  of  this  noU^ 
expanse  of  water ;  I  stripped  at  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  and. 
washed  my  clothes  in  the  sacred  stream  of  Jordany  agiee* 
able  to  a  practice  generally  observed  by  Christians. 

With  respect  to  the  particular  part  of  the  river  Jordan^ 
where  the  baptism  of  our  Saviour  took  {dace  by  John,  a. 
diversity  of  opinions  has  been  formed,  some  presuming  tha^ 
it  incurred  in  the  direction  of  Jericho,  beyond  J^usale^j 
an  opinion  so  generally  entertained,  that  in  the  pilgrimages 
of  Catholic  Christians,  that  place  is  exclusively  resorted  tOr 
for  purifying  themselves  according  to  their  tenets,  by  im» 
mersion.  In  my  apprehension,  however,  this  is  not  xecon^ 
cileable  with  the  probabilities  of  local  circumstances^ 
which  appear  to  point  out  that  this  sacred  ccsremicmy.was 
performed  in  the  stream  near  Tiberias,  eilher  bdbre  it 
enters  or  after  it  leaves  the  lake.  We  ai*e,  indeed,,  told 
that  Jesus  took  his  dqiarture  from  Nazareth  of  Galilee^ 
where  he  was  brought  up,  to  be  baptized  in  Jordan., 
Now  the  Jordan  at  this  lake  was  evidently  a  more  conv&% 
nient  spot^  lying  nearer  in  point  of  direction  to  Natarethf 
than  where  it  flows  near  Jericho  into  the  Dead  Sea,  the 
former  being  only  one  or  two  days'  journey ;  whereas  the 
latter  might  not  be  accomplished  under  nearly  a  week. 
Had  Jesus,  however,  proceeded  direct  from  Jerusalem^ 
in. the  prosecution  of  this  object,  he  most  unquestion* 
ably  would  have  been  nearer  to  Jordan  by  the  wvjr  of 
Jericho,  and  we  should  have  had  this  left  distinctly  up^ 
record;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it. is  expressly  mentioned 
that  he  set  out  from  Nazareth,  and  therefore  it  is  B,.noc&^ 
\sary  consequence,  that  he  went  to  the  nearest  and  most 
convenient  point,  where  the  river  runs,  that  is  about  the 

•  Luk^  viii.  43—48.  t  Luke  viii.  41,  42.49.  50—56. 


lake  of 'nberioft.*  In  short,  the  truth  appters  to  'an&ouiiti 
to  this,  that  a  controversy  exists  between  the  inhabitants' 
of  the  twD-cKstridSy  on  this  particular  point,  fbr  the  pro-n 
motion  of  their  own  olijeots.  I  regretted  that  circum**' 
stances  would  not  at  this  time  admit  of  extending  my  jour* 
n^  round  the  lake.  That  part  of  it,  however,  I  saw,  will 
ever  make  the  deqpest  impression  on  my  mind,  not  only 
firom  Its  own  peculiar  beauty,  and  the  surrounding  scenery, 
but  being  a  spot  so  eminently  sanctified  by  the  personal 
presence  of  the  Gkm  of  God,  the  proclamation  of  his  glorious 
doctrines,  and  the  miracles  performed  in  evidence  of  his 
£vinity«  I  shall  reflect  with  feelings  of  inexpressible  de- 
light on  those  hoinrs  which  I  spent  in  walking  along  its 
A<n:es,  and  reading  from  the  book  of  truth,  the  deeply 
interesting  narratives  it  contained,  respecting  the  conse- 
crated waters  of  Genesareth. 

After  picking  up  on  the  shore  a  great  variety  of  shells 
of  most  beautiful  colours,  I  returned  to  the  town,  pro- 
secuting a  course  along  the  way  taken  frmn  it,  and  con-* 
dudii^  from  other  ruins  which  I  observed  about  this  lake^ 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  of  it  having  been  surround- 
ed by  villages,  during  the  time  our  Great  Mediator  preached 
to  astonished  multitudes^  in  order  to  convert  them  from 
darkness  to  li^t. 

In  entering  the  town  I  was  amused  by  observing  a  group 
of  females  d[  very  advanced  age^  sitting  cross-legged  on 
the  ground,  in  the  comar  of  a  street,,  arranged  in  the  form 
of  a  circle,  smoking  with  long  pipes,  and  in  close  conversa* 
tion.  The  bowl  or  cup  of  each  was  brought  to  the  cen- 
tre of  a  circle  and  the  form  thus  made  by  the  pipes,  f^ 
peared  to  resemble  something  like  a  shield. 

I  was  surprised  at  being  shown  the  pens  which  are 
used  here  for  writing;  they  are  made  of  reeds,  apd  are 
very  clumsy.  The  pcnnt  is  something  similar  to  the 
shiqpe  of  those  in  our  country,  but  without  being  slit» 
and  of  course  no  proper  hair  stroke  can  be  introduced  to 

•  Mark  i.  9. 


idlbid  facHity  in  penmatish^  and  die  letters  made  are 
very  indudhct^  appearing  as  if  they  had  been  fiirmed  with 
a  splinter  rf  wood.  Here  it  may  be  added,  'that  when  I 
was  at  Jefosdem  I  ooidd  not  find  peas  to  purchase  similar 
to  those  made  asex>f  in  Earqpe. 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  TIBERIAS* — TBKTS  OF  ARABS. —^  VISIT  T4 
MOUNT  TABOR. —PItOSPSCT  FROM  ITS  SUMMIT.  —  PLACES 
DESCRIBED.  —  REFLECTIONS.  — JUltHBi  ^— RBTURK  TO  VABA* 
RETBU -— BfiTFTI  Air  FTOITIFV. 


After  remuneratkig  the  vehenMe  paster  fer  liie  us&  of 
his  churdi,  and  rec(Hnmehdmg  him,  upon  his  Earnest  iUjfi** 
gestion,  by  a  written  note,  te  ihe  feettevol^ice  of  iny  touil-^ 
trymen,  who  ^ould  visit  HbeHds,  I  s^  dui;  by  sttn^rbe 
liext  morning,  thfe  Sd  of  Merdi,  and  4&peeted  ksy  rotitlb  lb 
Mount  Tabor. 

'  I  traveU^  A  6i^isiderable  disftMc^  b)r  <lid  way  leUd^ 
to  Tilberias  ^from  Nazareth,  and  hkving  iretwihed  tlMg  Moaiit 
rf  Altitudes  formerly  ifflirfda  to,  I  tuinfea  c*  to  the  l^ 
Hxid  proceeded  alotag  an  ektensi^  ^ain.  At  imdniay  I  Mo- 
tived at  tht^  ^trienklty  df  Snokfe^,  #h^e  thek«  is  a  OdBSne 
liihongiheruiils  dfiln  efifice,  reiiembl&igth^  t^dcasldlate^ 
baildkigs  fii  iBngtitod.  A  di^a  br  Witmi  U  demanded 
li^^be  i^M^ha,  frcMRi  VkSdl,  howei^,  Christians  %ite  ex<fi^plei. 
I  MlQed  here,  ^ild  sat^b^^  «nder  die  shi^^  <£  ft  l^ge  fig- 
tMe,  &t  tli^  side  df  %,  mwn&iiiSi^  i^tAit.  The  ^iohet  ^ 
these  tppes,  i{&d  th^^attioakr  iitiiatf bns  ill  the  JEfely  Land^ 
bring  b  ^armiory  miOiy  kit^s^g  liaitift  of  ^  woM  of 
tnUu  A^»r  ttldng  w^tashtteMs,  l»idi  ixipiolis  di^u^M  ^if 
ti»  pave  MrdiBi,  I  d^odttad  Ik  ifitt^  taBey  i^hkh  kd  ntiB  «o  the 
ftm  ti€  Mmat  Tabdiv  ipHsm^  I  olfser^^d,  aft  6  khort  di^ 
Imce,  BfWffPfApOk  hadpilthed  dieir  tenti^  which  wei« 
lxf«Bei^  MA  tlMk  ^kMi,  alttlbst  <&  ^uiitelrpatt  pf  ihe 
exhibition  I  remarked  on  the  plains  of  Jericho ;  taking 
the  scew  altogether,  it  was  similar  to  a  gang  of  gipsies  in 
England.  Hnese  tents,  w<ith  the  retired  situation  in  which 
they  were  erected,  remiodad  jtte  J»f  the  mode  of  accommo- 
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dation  or  shelter  adopted  in  the  east  during  the  primitive 
ages.*  The  guide  turned  off»  unwilling  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  these  stragglers,  apprehaisive  they  might  lay 
hold  of  our  mules,  and  thus  save  the  animals  the  trouble  of 
carrying  us  up  the  mount  About  mid-day  I  ascended, 
taking  a  variety  of  serpentine  directions  for  the  relief  of 
the  beasts,  and  with  difficulty  attained  its  height,  fixxm 
the '  obstacles  encountered  by  thickets  and  brush-wood. 
The  views,  however,  from  the*top,  and  on  all  sides  of  this 
mountain,  amply  reward  the  traveller  for  his  labour. 

This  mount,  whidi  is  classed  ha  Scripture  with  Her- 
mon  f  ,  and  something  in  the  resemblance  of  a  sugar  loai^ 
is  insulated  on  all  sides,  independent  of  the  mountains 
around  it,  and  stands  with  inexpressible  dignity,  at  one 
end  of  the  great  plain  of  Esdraelon,  which  may  be  as- 
cended on  all  points,  excepting  towards  the  north,  where 
it  is  rugged.  There  is  not,  perhi^s,  to  be  found  in  the 
whole  compass  of  the  globe,  one  spot  from  which  a  be- 
liever in  the  Gospel  can  posdbly  enjoy  a  more  sublkne 
and  glorious  proq>ect,  than  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Tabor,'  whidi  has  been  so  celdirated  in  the  sacred  volume^ 
and  held,  during  all  ages,  in  such  high*  veneration  by 
Q^tians.  At  the  interesdng  moment  I  readied  its 
greatest  height,  a  solemn  silence  reigned;  Ihe  sky  was 
very  serene;  the  sun  shone  brilliantly,  and  threw  a  splen-^ 
dour  over  the  whole  scenery.  When  I  beheld  the  mag- 
nificent prospect  spread  around,  eqpedally  of  those  places 
consecrated  by  the  personal  pi^esence  of  our  Lord,  whose 
vestments  sparided  with  sudti  inexpressfide  ^ry  j:,  as  to 
dazzle  or  blind  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  personally  wit- 
nesses of  his  Majesty,  and  in  whose  ears  there  waa  sounded 
a  voice  from  Heaven,  prodaiining  the  intdligence,  that 
this  was  the  beloved  Son  of  God.  in  whom  he  was  well 
pleasedi^  and  where  so  many  interesting  miradeshad 
been  performed]  I  was  thrown  into  a  traDqx>rt  of  joy,  and 
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deeply  lamented  that  all  who  exercised  a  profier  faitbin 
the  word  of  God  had  not  an '  opp<»tunity  of  sharing  in 
the  sensations  which  were  so  highly  awakened,  by  contem-^ 
plating  the  magnificent  dii^lay  which  had  been  there  un- 
folded. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  presented  to  view,  an  ex-r 
tensive  plain,  which  appears  as  if  under  the  ieet.  On  one 
aide  of  it,  on  the  left  hand,  are  the  mountains  of  Samaria, 
towards  Jerusalem ;  on  the  other,  to  the  right,  those  about 
Nazareth,  especially  the.  memorable  hill  firom  which  the 
Jewsatt^npted  to  precipitate  Christ,  with  the  top  of  Mount 
Carmel^  waished  by  the  ocean,  at  an  opposite  extremity  of 
this  plain.  In  another,  Hermon,  in  its  lofty  dignity.  En* 
dor,  and  Nain,  with  the  mountains  of  Gilboa  * ;  next,  the 
valley  of  Jordan ;  the  spacious  plains  of  Galilee ;  with  its  sea 
of  Genesareth,  and  its  inclosure.  of  mountains;  Dathan^ 
where  Joseph  was  soldf,  with  its  rivers,  valleys,  and  litde 
hills,  and  the  village  of  Saphet,  antiendy  named  Bedmlia, 
on  an  eminence,  and  presumed  to  have  been  a  point  of  ele» 
vation  alluded  to  by  Christ  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount  j:^ 
from  which  it  is  also  remarkably  conspicuous,  and  not  at 
a  great  distance.  Again,  the  sublime  height  on  which  he 
delivered  this  memorable  oration;  the  route  to  Damascus; 
lastly,'  Mount  Lebanon,  towering  with  prodigious  Alpine 
dignily  in  the  back  ground,  part  of  which  was  covered 
•with  snow. 

From  such  a  point  of  altitude,  it  must  have  been  a  most 
lively  picture,  to  bdiold  encampments  of  great  armies  in 
the  exteni»ve  plains  beneath.  The  height,  and  strikkig 
grandeur  of  Tabor,  repeatedly  brought. to  my  recollection 
-many  beautiftd  allusions  to  mountains  in  Scripture^  whose 
elevations  are  celebrated,  and  under  which  this  consecrated 
mount  is  included*  §-.  Different  opinions  have  been  enter- 
tained, by  writers,  with  regard 'to  the  extent  of  ground  on 
the  summit,  and  the  cultivatton  of  it,  I  am,  however,  in- 
^ined  to  think,  that,  taking  the  whole  of  it  into  calculatipn, 

*  1  Samuel  xxyiii.  4«        t  Grenesis  xxxyii*  17«  *       }  Matt.  v.  14. 
§  Psalm  Ixyiii.  15, 16.    Id,  cxiv.  4.    xcviii,  s.    Ixv.  12.    cxlviii.  9. 
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k  may  be  onriy  two  iniles  in  dkafluetar;  gteat  part  ofit^  A 
the  time  I  was  diere^  bad  beea  brought  into  a  state  6{ 
tiUage.  To  die  west  there  are  massea  of  scattered  rums* 
At  one  period  a  governor  of  OaUIee  sunxHUided  the  top 
of  it  widi  wallsy  which  is  confirmed  by  the  scattered  frag- 
ments still  to  be  seen*  St;  Helena  alao^  in  prosecotion  of 
her  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Christianity^  founded  two  monas^ 
teriesy  one  to  the  memory  of  Moses,  aiid  the  olher  of  £lias» 
The  place  is  said  to  have  been  the  seat  of  a  bishop^  de- 
pendent on  die  Patriarohatefl-of  Jemsalenu  It  afipean  to 
havB  been  long  in  the  hands  of  the  CSpriadaasi  bat'  eveiy 
edifice  was  demolished  by  th(e  Mahomedans^  That  it  must 
have  been  a  place  of  stnength,  highly  finrourabley  firom  its 
extent,  fi>r  the  encampment  of  an  anny,  receiTes  a  strong 
degree  of  oonfirmation,  fi»m  our  finding  that  Bar^fc  b»- 
aorted  to  it»  with  a  nunpierous  force.  *  Three  groHos,  or 
exoaiiatbna  of  rock,  wiore  pointed  out».  erected  on  oomsion 
gi  the  transfimradon  of  Chriat  f  In  one  of  tbesc^  a  nlda 
attar  is  eieqted»  to  which  the  Monks^  T^V^9  in  sriemn'  pror 
(Qess]fln).on.apard«ilarday9  ye»idy»  and  engnge  iH:  ocartoiB 
acts  of  devotion  mdi  gre^'  sidbnniiy^  to  pife5^tv6  die  rch 
«iembrance  of  it  Hie  aam^  of  dilferent  trnvfellem  aiae 
pit  on  the  wella* 

After  I  had  passed  twf)  bcaura  on  this  twlnntain,  where  I 
iiioii^  my  eyes  could  not  be  saAoiendy  satisfied  with  the 
interesting  objects  around,  and  read,  from  its  highest  pin^ 
nade,  during  one  of  die  most  g^ous  days^  I  ever  bdield, 
the  rdbtions  wbifh  haie  hfim  pvte  by  the  Evangelisfs,  df 
aa  e^nent  liM  n^  i^eodM  and'interosting  tQ  he  found  on  sar 
cred  record,  I  desceddedin  diea«Di;sdireodon  I  took  in  the 
ascent;  and  after  crossing,  the moontains,  axrivedindije  eveft- 
kkir  at  Naxaiedi«  ninich  ekhansted*  harine  walked  neaiiv  the 
wiiole  distance  firon  Tiberias^  under  an  eadbarrassmnet 
ficoinaqr  eastern  dsess-  and  &  iiiBrnini;  sun.  At  six  p'^slock 
I  entered  tie  oonvent^  and'  was  feoerred  widi  opot  aims 
|iy  the  Monk%  who  exclaimed  MekevftuiiOf. on  haribgn»> 

*  Judges  iv.  13«  14.  t  Luke  ix.  9Jr. 
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turned  in  safety  6N>m  makiDg  the  tour  of  Cbtlilee*  Here  I 
again  fell  in  with  Signior  Antonio,  the  Egyptian  festive, 
whom  I  had  left  at  Joffit;  he  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  the 
convent,  and  was  still  devated  with  as  ardent  spirits  as 
formerly,  and  so  fiur  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

VfKAL  DEPARTURE  FROM  VAZARETK.*— SEPHOURT.  —  ARRIVAL 
AT  ACRE»  — HORRID  CRUELTIES  COMMITTED  BY  DJEZZAR, 
THE  PORMER  PACHA. -^  ROSE  OF  HIS  MINISTER  CXJT  OFF. -— 
MURDER  OF  WIVEft. -— MUTILATED  OBJECTS  TO  BE  MEJ  IK 
STREETS*  •«  INTERVIEW  WITH  PRESENT  PACHA's  PHYSICIAN. 
— *HIS  RECITAL  OF  BARBARITIES.  —  DJEZZAR's  DEATH. — 
ACRE.  —  CONVENT.  —  RUINS. —  CONSULS.  —  VISIT  TO  MOUNT 

CARMEL. WHERE  THE  MAKING  OF  GLASS  FIRST  DISCOVERED. 

CONVENT    ON    CARMEL.  —  RETURN     TO    ACRE.  —  BXECUf« 

TIONER. —  PLACE  OF  DECAPITATION.  —  RECEIPT  OF  FIRMAN 
FROM  CONSTANTINOPLE.  -^  ROADS  FROM  ACRE  TO  JERUSA- 
I.EM. 


Ok  takii^  leave  of  the  nxmks  in  diis  ccmvent,  and  pre- 
senting a  sum  for  the  use  of  dieir  poor,  I  left  Nazareth 
about  eight  o'clock  in  the  moming,  with  my  servant  and 
guide.  I  first  skirted  across  part  of  the  plain  of  Zebalon ; 
the  proq)ect  is  extensive  and  deli^tfiil,  and  a  slight  view 
at  the  foot  was  unfolded  c^  Cana,.  half  enveloped  in  smoke. 
In  passing  along,  I  had  oecaskm  to  remark  the  field  which 
presented  itself  fi>r  the  use  of  sportsmen,  as  an  uncom- 
mon number  of  hares  vr&e  skipping  about  the  tract,  and 
a  profusion  of  game  flying  atx>ut.  In  some  parts  it  is 
a  practice  to  let  loose  dogs  oa  the  young  partridges  which 
cannot  take  wing,  which  appears  to  bear  a  strong  refisrence 
to  one  expression  in  Scripture.  * 

I  w^it  through  Sephouiy,  die  place,  it  is  said,  of  St. 
Ann's  nativity  and  residence;  it  contains  the  ruins  of  a 
church,  erjected  to  record  this  event.  Some  of  the  soldiers 
of  Btt<maparte,  a  name  peculiarly  odious  in  this  part  of  the 
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tountTf,  had  be^n  Quartered  in  the  TiQage.  After  travel* 
ling  through  di&rent  narrow  parages  and  valleys,  in  a 
winding  direction,  until  about  one  o'clock,  a  most  beautifiil 
and  fruitful  pUun  opened,  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  into  my 
view ;  it  was  probably  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  twenty 
in  breadth,  affording  a  very  &voarable  situation  for  an  en* 
campment,  or  a  general  engagement  At  the  extremity  of 
this  plain  stands  Acre,  close  to  the  sea,  where  I  arrived 
about  sun-set,  and  entered  by  the  gate  of  Nazareth,  just  at 
the  time  it  was  about  to  be  shut,  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
vent. This  town  stands  at  the  end  of  a  bay,  extending,  in 
the  form  of  a  bow,  about  twelve  miles  to  the  point  of 
Mount  Carmd,  at  the  opposite  part,  and  has  a  population  of 
ten  thousand  people.  It  was  originally  called  Accho,  and  is 
alluded  txi  in  sacred  tmt  * :  of  diis  name  Acre  is  evidently 
a  corruption ;  it  is  preceded  by  the  words  **  St.  Jean/*  in 
consequence  of  the  place  having  been  given  by  Richard  of 
England,  to  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  At  onci 
time  it  received  the  name  of  Ptolemais.  This  place  was 
viisited  by  the  apostles,  but  particularly  by  St  Paul,  in  the 
eourse  of  his  voyage  along  that  line  of  coast  to  propagate 
the  &ith.f  It  has  been  the  scene  of  a  variety  of  bloody 
contests,  especially  during  the  period  of  the  HolyWar,  and 
it  is  understood  to  have  been  the  last  place  from  which  the 
Christians  were  driven.  The  Turics  ultimately  laid  hold 
of  it  with  a  numerous  army,  after  a  ftirious  siege,  when  terri<< 
ble  outrages  were  committed,  and  have  been  in  possession 
of  it  since  the  year  1291*  As  Acre  is  the  key  not  only 
of  ail  Galilee,  but  in  general  of  the  Holy  Land,  having  the 
best  port,  it  may  account  for  the  violent  efforts  made  by 
the  French,  to  grasp  it;  they  were,  however,  snccessiiilly 
repelled  by  British  gallantry  and  perseverance,  an  event 
which  will  be  kept  alive  in  the  page  of  history.  The  most 
distressing  sight  in  the  town  is  the  number  t)f  deplorable 
objects  to .  be  met  with,  whose  fiices  have  been  dreadfully 
disfigured  by  that  implacable  Herod,  or  tyrant  of  the  day, 
who  struck  such  dread  and  terror  over  this  country,  namely, 
Acbmet,  the  former  Pacha^  or  Djezzar.    This  latter  ap-f 

*  Jadgeii.4ri.  f  Actini.  7,  8« 
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peUation  is  synonimous  with '  cutler  or  butcher^*  whidi  h« 
justly  merited,  froiq  the  frightful  catelogue  of  atrocities  of 
irfaich  be  was  the  author.    Oi^  entering  itt  I  was  accosted 
by  a  young  man»  sitting  at  the  principal  g^te,  asking  alms^ 
who  had  been  deprived  of  both  his  eyes;  which  the  mule* 
teer  informed  me  had  been  plucked  out  by  Djezxpr.    Al 
eyery  other  step»  indeed^  in  going  along  the  street^  I  met 
some  person  or  other,  old  or  youngs  who  •exhibited  ^arks 
of  his  vengeance,  and  were  disfigiured  in  one  way  or  oAusc^ 
either  by  a  hand  being  amputated,  an  eye  tcMm  out,  or  a  nose 
which  had  been  split  or  totally  cut  off.  When  the4physieia9 
of  the  present  Pacha,  a  ruler  as  much  distii^uished  Sox 
humanity,  as  the  former  was.  execrated  on  account  of  bar* 
barity,  &vouredme  witha  visit,  he  related  such  a  nupibc^  of 
horrid  circumstmices,  as  would  ficeeae  the  very  blqod  of  man  i 
since  not  only  did  Djezzar  destroy  the  counteaptancesd^  many 
4>f  the  inhabitants,  but  committed  butcheries  from  caprice  c¥r. 
for  amusement ;  and  his  secluded  wives  were  sacrificed ;  atr 
though  the  number  of  them  could  never  be  properly  ascer^ 
t^ed*  The  following  &ct  may  be  sufficient  to  shew  the  ext^t 
to  which  the  vindictive  refinement  of  cruelty  by  thfit  man. 
was  qsrried.     One  of  these  unhappy  creatures  having  been 
milprtunately  discovered  in  a  state  of.  pregnancy,  by  ap. 
Albanian  officer,  Djezzar  not  only  put  her  to  death,  by 
phu^^ii^  a  dagger  into  her  breast,  but  actually  tore  the 
child  fiK>m  her  womb  with  his  own  hands.     Thi^  bloodr 
hound,  also,  not  being  able,  at  one  tiip^  to  discover  the 
authprs  of  some  wrong  he  conceived  had  been  commit^ 
ted  in  the  seraglio,  put  to  de^ath  about  forty  persons,  who 
were  laid  bound  on  the  ground,  and  most  inhumanly 
cut  in  pieces  by  janissaries  with  swords. 

Two  other  circumstances  were  related.  Ope  of  his  sol?* 
diers  having  drunk  some  milk  which  a  female  Arid>  >a4.&r 
sale,  and  without  paying  the  price  of  it,  a  r^resentatioa  of 
this  was  made  to  the  Pacha,  who  directed  Im  belly  insti^tly 
to  be  ripped  open,  where  the  milk  was  found.  Suspicioii. 
having  also  beep  created  in  his  mind  that  some  .^aiffioera 
^rho  collected  the  revenues  of  the  customs-house  had  f|^ 
firauded  him,  they  were  marked  out  as  objects  of  punish- 
ment.   About  sixty  were  ranked  in  the  spot  wheie  his 


^leae  victin^  urere  .fwci*ifi!Qed  vH)  the  most  faonrid  mamifin 
^keir  hei^ls  were  fmt  chopped  off  by  the  sabres  of.  the 
p^taryi  and  then  th^  i>eiiiaiii$  allowed  to  be  exposed.to 
the  fowls  of  the  aiT)  and  theM*  boa^  to  the  bleaching  of  th^ 
^onds  of  heaven.    If.  the  infonnation,  also»  I  received^  is 
not  jncoarrocty  it  fonaed  part  of  the  plan  which  thb  ruffiair 
liad  atoaetime  m.conieinplation,  to  get  Sir.^dnep^  Smith 
l^hin  .hjis  fang?.     His  prison,  it  may  be  added,  was  always 
within  jiis  own  residence,  or,  in  odier.woijds,  the.dungeona 
were  nndfsr  his  feet.     But  \  ;fihaU  not  center  into  a  detail 
of  the  barbarities  which  I:  heard  had  been  committed  by 
|]ge$8SMii^;  ihts  life  app^^^  J^-  have  been  characterised  by 
sporting  with  .the  Jiyes  of  men,  and  exercising  the  most  tin-i 
heard  of  a§t^;dfreTengeaod  cruelty »: 
.   I{av^  ipepticHaed .  to  die  physidaR  that  I  had  a  letter 
%>  the  jmiai9tir  of  tibe  present  Bachu,  who  acted  in  the 
sanie  capaeit^.to  Pjezzar,  it  led  him  to  alli^  to  the  stated 
of  his  ,c€^f[^t$mnee,  he  temng  beenincludead^  liie.barbarT 
Ms  aiJts  Urbi^.be.comfiptilt^.   This  public  character  haying, 
ip  'a>  sp^le  i^ataQce,,  incurred. the  displea&ube  of  B^ezzar^ 
was  call^  JaelbiNe  him^  and  Informed,  that'had ;he  hotibeen 
a  mail  i&  t^^t,  .and. found  usefiil,  this  head  would  have 
be^a  struck  off  ^  ^but*  las  Dje?^  had  oc<^^n  &r  his  ser* 
m:es,  l|e  would  lu^ely  set.a  mark  u|x>n  him,  .by  depriving 
hiin  of  bis  nose.  *    The  executioner  was. Accordingly  or* 
d^ed  in  with  his  instrument,  and  commanded  to  do  hia 
4l°Q^i    ^F^iltgt  how!9ver,  for  the  ;3ilfis^n  of  the  mkuster, 
rad  wishiiig  to  ^x^u^  tb^  ^irdecs:  iqpai^uigljs^  he  only  cut  off 
^eg^ipt of  hf^ npsei  on wl^^  J^»ur,ieiiraged  attheoe^ 
cijtiquer's  disobedience. ,t4>  a  ji$c$inpt0ry  order,  siiatchdA 
%fiu  hifn  a  Ifurge  kni^  ^i^pploy^. in/  thil^  saTage,  operation^ 
a^d  ]!nth  this  <eut  off,  breii  mof^h  the  jftfhqje  of  thie  isxe$ 
cut^ner'sr^no^l  ;Qa  -^prj^ug   to  the  muleteer,  who 
a^identallyitit^^^  to  eiiter  my^apartmenl  at  Ibe^^i^ 
^l^s  narrative  wfis  giv^,  the  se|it|mejil3s  M  lu^rror  whiQh 
arose  in  my  niind  at  the  perpetratlpn  of  si|(^  bloody  .deedii^ 

* 
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iumI  obsertng,  that  if  sudi  an  act  had  beendone  in  Eng-^ 
land  it  mi^t  have  led  to  rebellion,  he  appeiured  altogether 
astonished.  Such  was  his  gross  ignorance  of  our  happy 
country,  that  he  considered  the  power  of  the  kings  of 
England  was  equally  absolute  with  that  of  the  Pachas,  who 
could  treat  their  minister  and  subjects  in  a  similar  manner, 
whenever  they  Jonnd  themselves  disposed.  This  diabo- 
lical character,  who  reigned  in  Acre  many  years,  was  so 
nyuch  accustomed  to  the  shedding  of  human  blood,  that  he 
was  frequently  in  the  practice  of  making  a  pnbUc  boast 
of  these  unpi^eoedented  crimes,  in  the  frightful  shapes  in 
whidi  they  had  been  committed !  ' 

His  attendants  discovered  him  one  morning  lifeless  lit 
bed,  from  i^plexy;  and  on  removing  the  clothes,  there 
was  found  concealed  under  a  pillow,  lists  of  the  names  c^ 
a  great  numi)er  of  persons  idiose  heads  were  to  have  been 
cut  ofip  the  next  day ;  but  this  was  happily  frustrated  by  die 
stroke  of  death,  wkh  which  he  was  visited  fix>m  that  Being 
who  can  break  the  staff  of  the  wicked* ;  and  thus  some 
stop  was  put  to  die  current  of  human  blood  which  flowed 
at  St  Jean  d'Acre.  This  monster,  in  the  shape  of  a 
human  being,  was  about  eighty  years  <^  age  when  he 
finished  his  career  of  enormities ;  he  has  been  described 
as  distinguished  for  strength,  well  fbnned,  of  ferocious 
visage,  widi  a  long  white  beard ;  was  possessed  of  great 
revenues,  and  his  avarice  was  as  unbounded  as  his  power 
was  formidable. 

On  communicating  to  the  physician  the  insult  which  I  had* 
received  from  die  governor  of  Samaria,  particularly  the 
vengeance  he  had  directed  against  tiie  monks,  and  that  my 
diief  oligect  in  coming  to  Acre  was  to  represent  them  to 
the  PaCba,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  redress,  he  dis^ 
suaded  me  fix>m  doing  so,  on  the  ground  that  the  formef^ 
was  under  no  apprehension  from  the  threats  of  the  latter ; 
suggesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  complaints  might  be 
made  to  the  Pacha  of  Damascus,  whose  power,  of  all 
others,  he  dreaded,  md  from  whom  proper  satisfaction 
might  be  expected.     In  ccHisequence  of  this,  I  resolved  to 
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t>roce6d  <m  a  joarney  to  that  taty^  in  die  caiise  of  suffering 
bumanily* 

.  St  Jean  d'Acie  is  very  strongly  fortified,  and  indiosed 
with  high  walk.  The  memorable  si^  which  occnrred  in 
March,  1 799,  since  it  gave  a  blow,  so  &tal  to  Bucmapai^,  wai 
a  rcanarkable  event,  and  will  be  handed  down  in  the  page 
of  history.  It  is  understood  to  owe  its  origin  to  the  Pacha 
having  given  offence  to  Buonaparte,  and  set  him  at  d^ance ; 
this  was  followed  by  Acre,  among  other  places,  being 
marked  out  as  the  object  of  his  ambition,  to, which  he  laid 
siege.  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  in  the  Tiger  of  84?  guns,  bdbg  near 
the  bay,  to  assist  in  its  defence,  captured  a  whole  French 
.flotilla,  laden  with  artlUery,  which  supplied  about  fifty  pieces 
pf  cannon,  and  were  mounted  on  the  ramparts  of  the  towii 
and  in  gun  vessels,  thus  defeating  the  very  object  which 
these  had  been :  brought  to  accomplish.  Buonaparte  haying 
made  a  breach  in  the  wall,  made  several  desperate  efforts 
in  order  to  carry  the  place  by  assault,  but  was  r^utsed 
after  reiterated  attacks,  and  great  slaughter  oh  both 
sides,  during  the  space  of  two  monthfi.  During  this 
disastrous  contest  great  part  ojf  his  army  was  annihilated, 
and  eight  general  officers,  cut  off,  when  he- saw  the  ^ii:pe^ 
diency  of  abandoning  the  attempt  as  firuidess,  committed 
his  baggage  to  the  flames,  and  decamped  in  disgrace. 
That  part  where  the  gallantry  of  our  brave  tars  was  so 
Signally  conspicuous,  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  English 
consul,  and  the  breach  against  which  Buonaparte  had  heaped 
the  dead  and  dying,  who  at  one  tune  had  a  very  narrow^ 
escape.*  A  rampart  formed  of  the  bones  and  bodies  of 
jGdlow-creatures,  I  believe^  was  never  before  constructed  by 
any  warrior,  having  the  least  pretension  to  the  name  of 
Christian;  yet  even  this  seems  to  fall  short  of  the  direfiil 
tales  of  horror  rung  in  the  ears  of  travellers,  which  had 
been  committed  on  the  living  by  Djezzar  Pacha. 
•  The  houses  are  of  stone^  with  roofs  like' terraces,  the 

•  *  A  shell,  says  he,  (Buonaparte,)  thrown  by.  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  fell 
at  my  feet.  Two  soldiers  embraced,  and  made  a  rampart  of  their 
bodies  for  me,  against  the  effect  of  the  shell,  which  exploded,  and 
overwhelmed  us  with  dust/'— -OMsaba,  p.  si 5. 
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jentnuices  to  whidi  are  harrow,  and  ndany  appear  to  cottmiii- 
nicate  with  each  other.  The  streets  are  dirty,  and  the  ttir 
ittipiire,  firom  their  being  contracted,  whete  a  loaded  ctoiel^ 
^  ff^g  &lo>ig9  Bwy  be  oonsiderod  as  ocoapying  the 
breadth  of  it  The'bazaars  are  mean;  and  the  inhabitants, 
Who'  at^  i^ards'  of  ten  thtesand^  misoaUe;  th«y  Mie 
tompoMd  of  Christiansy  Turks,  Arabsy'  and  Jews,  many 
rfwhom  are  muffled  up  mymggad  blsnkets.  Thane  «^ 
bonsttb  for  Engkaid'and  France  staiioned  thete;  th« 
fornix  of  them,  Malagamba,  is  in  Italian;  die  nam^of 
the  hitter  is  PHlanovie ;  their  houses,  which  are  bbscttre 
and  humUe,  are  ahnost  contiguotts  to  the  convent,  anid 
Ibvm  pert  df  a  khan  or  quadrangular  building,  having  gftt 
tevieis  round  it,  similar  to  the  cosdnyants  of  En^b  inii^ 
with  an  eactensive  cotirt  in  front  The  convent  oontamed 
only  two  moinksv  ^ho  received  me  kindly;  and  here  I  can- 
nbt  omit  expressing  my  gratitude  fer  'the  acts  of  civiKty 
knd  hospitality  I  received  in  ail  those  institutions,  whichj 
from  the  kind  cf  reverence  paid  to  them,  even  by  tilt 
'Mahomedans,  tfflford  safe  asylums;'  comforts  are  expe^ 
rkoaced  in'  them  greal^  than  could  be  reasonaUy  iexpected 
in  ooimtri«s  where  so  few  Christians  traveL  FVom  dui 
terrace  of  this  convent  there  is  a  cfaatming  prospect  of  dk^ 
^nurmtndidg  cotfAtiy;  although  I  and  inclined  to  think  Ai 
btet  and  most  Comprehensite  view  of  Acre^  with  the  bey 
and  ^ain,  is  to  be  taken  from  thd  h^ighfta  on  the  road  ef 
tla^ttr^th,  from  which  I  bad  the  first  sight  It  is  unnenap 
M»y  to  describe  the  mitis  abcMit  the  place,  beyoiid  thotfd 
of  the  cathedral,  which  h^  been  dedicated  to/St  Andrew^ 
iQid  the  church  of  St  John,  tutelar  saiht  of  th^  dly^'coiw 
ihected  with  a  convent  of  the  knights'  of  that  nancu  -  Tfaero 
lire  vi^ioo^  treiiches  and  temporary  works  which  faaveboM 
dirown  up  by  the  Freiidi  outside  die  town  ;*  andia  doubk 
or  outer  fortification,  i  perceived,  utras  carrymg  on  hy^ibti 
Pacha,  in  order  to  put  ther  plaee  in  it  state  of  grater  se- 
curity than  it  has  been  heretofore^  The  Princess  of  Wales, 
in  the  course  of  her  journey,  made  a  visit  to  this  place. 

I  proceeded  to  Mount  Carmel,  lying  to  the  south,  which 
I  reached  on  riding  round  the  bay,  where  it  fonns  a  pro-t 


montory  or  majestic  head  of  land ;  in  that  situation  vesselsf 
ride  with  perfect  security^  as  there  is  good  anchor  ground| 
and  they  are  better  sheltered  than  in  any  other  port  of  it.' 
At  this  time  I  observed  several  riding,  at  anchor  uiider  H 
strong  wind.  I  passed  the  river  Belus,  containing  glass 
particles  mixed  with  sand ;  from  this  it  is  said  transparent 
matter  owed  its  origin,  a  discovery  which,  among  other  objects 
brought  to  the  eye  of  man,  remote  objects  which  he  could 
not  otherwise  calculate  and  measure,  and  laid  open  morer 
clearly  the  glorious  firmament  of  heaven.  I  then  arrived  at 
Caipha,  a  small  town  walled  round,  close  to  the  sea,  at  the 
foot  of  the  mount,  where  I  was  recommended  to  Father  Julio, 
si:  Carmelite  fiiar,  who  blends  the  duties  of  priest  with  the 
profession  of  timber  merchant;  and  accompanied  me  to  the 
summit.  I  found  access  to  it  very  difficult,  from  the  acclivity. 
It  stands  from  east  to  west,  and  is  about  2000  feet  fixmi 
the  levd  o^  and  its  base  washed  by, die  sea*;  near  it  runs 
Kishonf  one  of  the  most  ancient  rivers,  which  is  particularly 
alluded  to  in  the  sacred  records,  t  Few  places  can  be 
imagined  more  favourable,  ^  a  seat  of  silent  contemplation 
than  this  mount;  the  elevation  of  which  enabled  a  distin- 
guished prophet  to  dass  it  with  the  height  of  heaven,  the 
depth  of  hell,  and  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  $  It  was  chosen 
as  commodious  for  the  erection  of  a  monastery,  whidi 
was  built  e%hty  years  ago,  and  abandoned  forty  afler^ 
by  the  Carmelite  fiiars,  who  inhabited  it,  in  consequence 
of  the  orders  of  a  Pacha  of  Cairo,  then  at  war  with  anothex^ 
at  Acre,  to  whidi  they  never  returned :  although  in  somef 
state  of  decay,  it  might  still  be  rendered  most  comfortable 
at  a  trifling  expence.  This  is  founded  on  the  spot  where 
Elijah  fixed  his  residence,  who  offered  up  sacrifices  || ;  and 
this  religious  mendicant  order  is  said  to  have  originated 
firom  among  the  children  he  left;  on  this  mountain.  It  was 
occupied  by  the  French  as  an  hospital  for  the  sick  and 
wounded,  during  the  siege  of  Acre.  On  the  20th  of  July 
the  Christians  proceed  to  the  mount  to  perform  acts  of 

'  *  Jer  xlvi.  is.  f  Judges  v.  21,  t  S  Chron.xv.  is. 
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devodon  in  memory  of  tbe  piophet  The  extent,  aUtade^ 
and  peculiar  shape  of  it  furnished  Solomon  with  a  beanti-. 
fill  simile^  exjdanatory  of  the  dignity  of  our  church  in  the 
^es  of  him  who  is  the  head  of  it* ;  its  fertility,  in  the 
words  of  the  sacred  writers,  is  often  conadered  as  equiva- 
lent to  the  fruitful  field.f  The  mount,  although  at  thi^mo^ 
ment  in  a  withered  state  ^  is  delightfiilly  perfumed  by  wild 
and  aromatic  herbs.  It  is  said  there  are  to  be  found 
peculiar  ston^,.  which  in  appearance  resemble  fruit;  aa 
I  was  gravely  assured  by  the  monk,  in  consequ^oce  of 
some  act  of  Elias,  and  extraordinary  aa  it  may  appear, 
they  are  frequently  applied  as  antidotes  to  diseases,  but 
I  could  discover  none  of  them  upon  the  mount  After 
I  had  remunerated  the  monk,  being  amused  by  liis  con- 
ducting me  over  an  extensive  wood  yard,  and  perceiving 
from  his  conversation  that  things  temporal  had  a  much 
stronger  hold  of  his  mind  than  those  of  .an  etamal  nature, 
I  returned  to '  the  convent  in  the  evening.  This  being 
Friday,  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Turks,  corresponding  tof 
Suncby  in  Britain,  all  kinds,  of  work  were  suspended,  and 
flags  of  a  red  colour  were  displayed  from  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

vNext  day,  on  taking  my  last  walk  about  the  town,  aa 
incident  occurred,  which  warned  me  to  be  cautious  in 
judgmg  too  rashly  from  appearances.  I  happened  to  be 
going  along  one  of  the  puUic  streets,  when  a  small  prpr 
cession  approached;  and  as  it  drew  near^  I  perceived  it 
excited  a  particular  sensation  among  the  spectators,  and  a 
solemn  effect  on  their  countenances.  From  this  I  inferred, 
that  such  reverence  must  be  homage-  due  to  some  great 
personage  and  his  attendants,  who  formed  the  group.  This 
was  a  well-dressed  elderly  gentleman,  of  a  grave  and  venerw 
able  aspect,  walking  at  a  slow  pace ;  but  the  four  atl^danta 
had  a  different  appearance.  On  enquiry,  it  turned  out 
that  this  person  haf^ened  to  be  the  principal  ^Kecutioner^ 
accompanied  by  his  operative  ministers.  The  impressive 
and  profound  respect  his  appearance  produced,  I  was  in^ 
etined  to  think,  must  have  been  either  owing  to  his  par* 

*  Sd.  Song  tH.  5.  f  I  Sam.  xxv.  2.  %  Amos  i.  9. 
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tknlitt^saiiki  superior  virtuos^  or  his  behig  cammimded  ta- 
attend  at  the  palace  of  the  Pacha,  to  recdive  mstructioiij» 
isespecting  some  de^d  of  deaths  in  which  he  wasto  be  offi- 
cially called  upon  to  perform  a  part 

Shortly  after  thii^  another  singular  circomstance  c«n^ 
Hinder  my  observation,  circulated  to  associate  ludicroua 
udages  widi  feelings  of  a  pwiful  nature.  Hs^pening  tq 
pass  without  the  walls  of  Acre,  and  near  to  the  gate  by 
which  I  had  entered  it  on  coming  from  Nazareth,  at  a  part 
in  front  of  the  shore,  where  the  heads  of  two  persons  had 
been  ci^t  off  some  days  preceding  for  highway  robbery^  I 
beheld  a  butcher,  killing  with  great  expedition,  some 
calves,  which  he  afterwards  hung  up. 

On  returning  to  the  convent,  I  was  gratified  by  receiving 
letters  from  his  Excellency  Sir  Robert  Liston,  at  Constan* 
tinople,  offering  his  services  to  &cilitate  my  journey,  and 
transmitting  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  friars,  of 
convents,  with  a  firman*,  or  passport,  from  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior;  which,  it  will  be  recollected,  I  had  solicited  in  my 
letter  from  Marseilles,  and  had  been  long  in  anxious  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining. 

Since  these  pages  have  been  written,  I  may  observe, 
that  the  Pacha  had  been  for  about  twelve  months  in  a 
state  of  rebellion  against  the  Ottoman  Forte,  and  Acre  was 
besieged  by  the  Pacha  of  Damascus,  &c.  by  command  of 
the  Porte,  but  the  place  was  sufficiently  strong  to  resist 
any  attempt  that  was  made  to  capture  it  Owing  to  the 
interposition  of  the  wise  Ruler  in  Egypt,  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  took  place,  negociations  followed,  and  a  pardon 
was  granted  to  the  Pacha  of  Acre,  on  condition  that  he 
paid  to  the  Porte  a  sum  amounting  in  value  to  about  sixty 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  This  was  levied  by  contribu- 
tions on  the  population  within  his  jurfsdiction,  and  under 
circumstances  of  such  peculiar  rapacity  and  severity  that 
many  have  emigrated  to  Egypt.  In  that  quarter  they 
receive  every  encouragement  from  the  Pacha,  as  it  forms 
one  of  his  objects  to  increase  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try, to  carry  into  effect  the  grand  schemes  in  view,  to  pro- 
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inote  the  prosperity  of  E^grpt,  am)  augment  his  own  re- 
sources. 

'  Before  I  oondude  this  inqperfect  sketeh  of  St.  Jean  d'Acre^ 
it  may  be  proper  to  mention^  that  there  are  Aree  ^Bt» 
forent  roads  diat  lead  from  it  to  Jerusalem,  either  of  which 
may  be  taken  by  travelers,  according  to  the  partieular 
Ejects  they  haye  in  view^  Namdy,  one  along  the  coast  by 
Caesaria  and  Joppa,  a  second  by  Nazaredi,  and  anodietf 
between  both  these,  and  along  the  great  plain  of  Eg* 
draelon. 
'   On  the  lOtfa  of  March  the  thermometer  was  at  75^ 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

DEPARTURE    FOR    TTRR.  —  AQUEDUCT    NEAR    ACRE,  —  ZIB.  — 
.    PROMONTORY.  —  CISTERNS     OF     SOLOMON.  *—  ARRIVAL     AT 

TTRE.  —  SIEOE  BT  ALEXANDER.  —  RUINS.  —  FORMER  SPLEN- 

DOUR  CONTRASTED   WITH   ITS    PRESENT   DESOLATION.  —  RE-^ 
'     FLECTIONS     ON     PRIDE    OF     THE     OPULENT     MERCHANT.  — 

SUFFER  OF   THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF   TYRE. -— ACCOMMODATION 

AT  HtS   HOUSE. 
• 

I  TOOK  my  departure  from  Acre,  after  leaving  a  smn  for 
the  poor  of  the  convent,  and  directed  my  course  to  Tyre, 
r  passed  an  aqueduct,  constructed  Recently  for  supplying 
flie  dty  of  Acre  with  water  at  the  dist^ce  of  two  miles 
from  it.  I  travelled  along  a  plain  between  the  mountains 
and  the  sea,  observing  Zib  situated  on  the  shore,  which  is 
supposed  to  ber  the  Achzib  alluded  to  in  Scripture** 

The  most  striking  object  of  attraction  in  the  course  of 
this  journey,  Was  a  stupetidous  rOck,  over  which  a  road  has 
been  cut;  many  parts  of  it  are. only  a  few  feet  in  breadth, 
And  it  is  laborious  to  ascend,  being  almost  perpendicular. 
On  the  stimfirit  a  beautiful  landscape  is  dii^layed;  the 
chalky  clil^  render  it  conspicuous  at  sea,  from  which  it  is 
adopted  Us  a  liand-maifk,  and  in  consequefice  has  been  deno- 
minated the  "White  Promontory/*  This  road  is  said  to 
have  been  form^  by  Alexander  the  Great;  but  wh^  the 
T&st  trade  of  Tyre^  the  intercourse  with  Acte^  and  other 
phces  in  these  regions,  tte  considered,  it  Will  appear  more 
likely  to  have  been  a  work  of  the  enterprising  merchants  of 
that  celebrated  emporium,  wh6se  Oplilence  and  ambition 
would  have  been  coiflmensuratB  to  the  luscomplishment  of 
dny  object,  hoWefver  arduous,  for  th^  promotion  of  the  in- 
terests of  commerce.     It  may  be  observed,   that  in  the 

^  Joshua  six.  29.    Judges  i.  29.  dl. 
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course  of  the  journey  I  made  from  Jerasaiem,  I  ob- 
served many  tombs  erected  by  Arabs  to  the  memory 
of  persons  who  were  denominated  saints.  These  bad  a 
white  external  appearance,  and  care  appeared  to  be  taken 
to  preserve  this  colour  by  white  washing  them  often.  Qa 
viewing  these,  I  was  strongly  reminded  of  the  truth  of  a 
striking  observation  made  use  of  by  one  of  the  Evan-* 
gelists.* 

I  passed  Rasleyn,  where  there  are  aqueductSi  contrived 
and  founded  by  the  king  of  Israel,  which  are  supposed  U> 
have  formed  part  of  the  compensation  which  was  made  to 
Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  in  consideration  of  the  malarials  he 
furnished,  and  the  assistance  he  rendered  in  building  the 
splendid  edifice  at  Jerusalem,  in  obedience  to  a  paternal 
ccHnmand  given  to  Solomon f,  not  for  the  use  of  man,  but 
for  the  glory  and  honour  of  the  King  of  kings;  an  act 
which  has  rendered  his  name  immortal,  and  proclaimed 
him  to  be  one  of  the  wisest  and  most  mighty  of  monarchs 
who  oyer  reigned.  On  this  occasion,  unfortunately;  my 
time  would  not  admit  of  deviating  from  the  direct  course  I 
had  laid  down,  to  examine  these  extraordinary  fountains,^ 
which  evidently  have  been  constructed  for  the  purpose 
of  afiEbrding  a  bountiful,  supply  of  water  for  the  city  oC 
Tyre. 

After  travelling  close  by  the  sea  shore,  I  arrived  by  sun-^ 
set  at  Tyre,  haying  a  glance  of  the  simunit  of  Mount 
licbanon  to  the  nprth-east,  in  the  direction  of  Damascus  |^ 
and  proceeded  to  the  house  of  a  Greek  ecclesiastic,  called. 
Perbas,  dignified  with  the  title  of  Archbishop»  having 
been  recommended  to  Mm  by  an  inmate  of  the  convent  at 
Acre ;  he  promised  tp  accommodate  me  with  lod|^ngs». 
which,  however,  under  existing  circumstances,  could  not 
be  extended  beyond  that  night. 

In  the  early  ages,  Tyr^  in  Phoenicia,  is  described  in. 
Scripture  as  a  renowned  city  and  a  strong  hold§,  and 
encompassed  with  walls  and  towers  ||;  it  wajs  albitfeed  to 

*  Matt.  zxiiL  27.         t  1  Chron.  xxiL  5.  I  Sol.  Song  vii.  4. 

§  9  Sam.  xxiv.  7.  ||  Ezekid  xxvi.  4. 
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the  tribe  of  Aaher  * ;  (t  is  now  frequently  called  Sur^  and, 
perhaps,  of  all  other  marititne  cities  in  the  globe,  was  more 
highly  renowned  for  riches  and  commerce,  since  her  very 
mievchants  were  declared  to  be  as  princes ;  and  a  most  inter- 
esting description  of  the  trades  carried  on  within  its  walls, 
has  been  transmitted  to  us  in  the  Book  of  Truth.f  It  was 
not,  however,  merely  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  that  it 
was  represented  to  the  world  J  at  large,  as  an  object  of 
wonder  and  admmition.  Among  the  variety  of  trades  ex- 
ercised in  this  city,  that  of  dyeing  was  most  distinguished,  on 
account  of  the  beautifiil  purple  tint  which  poets  have  cele- 
brated as  a  chief  ingredient  in  the  magnificence  of  the  vest- 
ments of  monarchs,  judges,  and  persons  of  opulence  §,  which 
is  supposed  to  have  been  extracted  from  a  particular  fisfa.  I 
could  not,  however,  distinctly  learn  if  any  such  kind  of  fish 
was  at  present  to  be  found  on  the  Tyrian  shores,  although 
it  is  said  to  exist  in  some  parts  of  South  America;  and 
instances  have  occurred  of  similar  species  having  been  found 
on  our  own  coasts  during  the  sixteenth  century. 

During  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  considerable  importance 
must  have  been  attached  to  the  city,  as  it  is  frequently 
alluded  to|| ,  with  its  neighbourhood ;  where  the  miracle  he 
nirrought  in  healing  the  daughter  of  a  woman  of  Canaan^ 
on  her  urgent  prayer  f ,  was  a  confirmation  of  his  divinity. 
It  had  the  effect  of  causing  great  multitudes  from  that  and 
other  cities  along  its  coast  to  follow  him  ** ;  others  were 
brought  labouring  under  diseases,  to  be  cured  by  the 
word  of  his  powei*  ft ;  nay,  even  by  the  mere  touch  of  his 
sacred  pers(X),  since  he  was  overflowing  with  virtue.  Xt  I^ 
was  at  Tyre  that  the  apostle  Paul  landed  in  the  course  of 
bis  voyage  on  a  diivine  mission,  and  passed  some  time  in 
the  society  of  those  who  had  embraced  the  fidth  of  hia 
Divine  Master.  ^ 


*  Joshua  xxi.  4 . 
t  See  the  whole  of  the  27th  chapter  ofEsekiel. 
%  Esek.  xxni.  53.        §  Luke  xvi.  19.         ||  Matt.  xi.  21. 
T  1(1.  ^v.  82—99.         **  Malt  lii.  7,  8.  ft  Luke  yi.  17, 18. 

Xt  I<1'  ▼!•  ^9*         §§  ^ctt  xxi.  9»  4. 
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•  Some,  of  thfl  moit  menporabk  .inaideftt^  k  'the  ^ige  <K 
tbis  place,  which  took  plfice  under  Akxander  the  Greats 
may  be  generally  mentu»ed» 

Although  the  other  cities  of  Syria  and  FhiBBicia  had 
submitted  to  this  conqueror,  yet  the  Tjorians,  a  great  and 
flouridiing  pec^le,  were  unwiUing  to  be  included  under  tto 
rod  of  iron  be  held  in  his  band.  In  oider,  therefore,  to  aver^ 
his  di^leasure^  they  di^Mitched  ambassadors  to  the  |irmy» 
with  valuable  presents  for  bis  acceptance,  c^^treating.tl^ 
he  woyld  calcnliite  upon  their  aUiimce  as  firiendl.  iUexm-; 
der,  comprehending  the  motives .  of  suf^  acts  of  ccmifdai-* 
sanoe^  accepted  these  gifts,  an4  prc^Mised  to  pay  a  yjl^it  tef 
the  city,  with  the.  view  of  <^nng  sacrifioed  to  an  imngD.oC 
idolatry  worshipped  in  the  temple  of  Hercubss  erected*, 
there.  The  Tyrians,  however^  suspecting  (hfit  his  int§Qn 
tion  was  not  with  a  reijgipas  view,  but  a  ruse  de  guerre^ 
declined  the  honour  of  his  presence  widiin  the^r  walls ;  an^ 
diis  being  construed  into  an  insult  by .  Alezandcp*, .  be^  pt^ 
solved  to  lay  siege.tq,  and  ent^  it,  not  |i^  .the^  c^vF^icter  of 
a  visitor,  but  as  a  conquers.  On  the  pth^f  h^nd,  .fhe  in- 
habitants, exasperated  at  bis  insolence,  determined  that  .l^e 
should  never  aj^ar  among  them  in  that  <;l^acterj  fo^ 
t|)erefore  resolved  t^  defend  the  city.  Thf  xomm^uni- 
oition  oS  it  with  the  se^  its,  insular  situation,  and  the  pr(>-. 
djgious  height  of  its  walls,  excited  an -opinion  ihipX.  it  ^v^ 
ifiipracticable  for  any  siege  to  be  successfoii  |an4  th^refin^e. 
the  threat  was  treated  with  contempt,  AlftTfand<y  had  .iio| 
socmer  finmed  a  resolution  to  lay  held  of  it,  than  he  put  int^n 
a  state  of  requisition  all  the  inhalntants  of  the  suxrounding; 
countiy,  to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  con^tnictiqp  (^a 
mole  from  the  shoie  to  the  city,  in  or^r  to  red^pe;^' 
Tyrians  to  submission.  This  undertaking  also  was  nt^firsf^ 
r^^arded  by  the  inhabitants  with  derision,  and  their  whole 
navy  empl<^ed  to  counteract  the  operation ;  efforts,  how- 
ever, which  had  the  efiect  of  bringing  the  genius  and  skill  of 
Alexander  into  i^reater  exercise,  who  knew  weU  the  prin-' 
dple,  that  stratagem  wasdieart  of  war.  Satisfied  that  so 
Imfg  as  the  Tyrians  continued  masters  of  the  sea,  theobjett 
could  not  be  effected,  he  collected  a  fleet  to  contend  with 


the  navj  brought  against  hun ;  by  vAiidi  he  w^s  ^Qabled 
to  finish  ,the  conistruction  of  the  mole,  and  durectedhis  hat* 
tering-rams  with  such  vengeance  a^iinst  the  buh¥arks9  $hat 
4  breach  was  accomplished.  Even.M  this  moment  the 
courage  of  the  inhabitants  was  not  extingulihed.  They 
continued  to  build  up  during  the  night  such  breaches  which 
had  been  made  during  the  preceding  day,  and  adopted  a 
variety  of  ingenious  devices  to  harass  and  defeat  the  in-r 
vaders ;  letting  down  nets  and  hpoks  from  their  highest 
towers  among  the  soldiers  underneath,  drawing  them  up. 
like  fish  from,  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  showering,  down 
clouds  of  sand  that  bad  been  made  red  hot*  Although 
Alexander  was  astonished,  and  could  not  ^1  in  his  own 
mind  to  applaud  the  bravery  manifested  by  the  Tyrians» 
yet,  ultimately  overcoming  their  courage^  and  ail.  the 
schemes  they  adopted  to  rq>el  invasion,  he  thuf  became 
conqueror  of  Tyre,  after  a  &eg&  which  lasted  nearly  twelve 
months.  .  . 

On  the  death  of  Alexander,  Tyre  exhibited  soane  ^ympt 
toms  of  recovery,  and  maintained  a  commercial  character* 
When  it  submitted  to  the  Roman  yoke  it  began  to  decays 
es  Alexandria  had  at  that  time  seduced  from  it  n^y  of  the 
most  opulent  merehants.  Since  that  period,  its  crumUii^ 
approaches  to  almost  total  annihilation,  and  it  is  now  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Mahomedan. 

The  city  is  situated  at  the  extremity  oi  a  pmiasula^ 
nearly  one  mile  from  the  line  of  the  main  )and,  and  appeara 
to  have  been,  at  one  time,  a  small  isla&d,  d^tai^ed  from 
the  continent  I  apprehend  this  to  be  ^on&taed  by  the 
i:epeated  language  of  prophecy.  * .  It  was  jaidosed  with 
walls  {•,  which  originally  must  have  been  of  great  struigtlL; 
and  towers,  having .  holes- or  ifiertures  for  making  observ* 
ations,  part  of  vfbicii  still  remain.  At  present,  there  are 
about  two  hundjied  buildings  of  stone ;  the  sea  covers  some 
of  the  ruins  so  remarkably  predicted  j:,  and  the  inhabitantsf 
may  be  estimated  at  about  four  thousand,  several  of  whom 
are  Christians.    The  advantageous  situatacm  of  fhis^plaoe^ 

**  Isaiah  xxnL  2.    Ezek.  xxvi.  17.    Id.  xxvii.  5.    Josh.  xix.  29.  ' 
t  Eidc.  xxyi.  4.  *  ^  Id.  xxvi.  19. 
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and  the  port  raised  it  at  a  very  early  period  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  ocean.  •  It  thus  became  the  very  centre 
rf'the  whole  tntde  of  the  world,  f  At  the  present  day  the 
harbour  is  frequented  by  vessels  from  different  parts ;  and, 
in  the  bay,  I  remarked  several  large  ships  riding  at  anchor. 
From  its  local  situation,  it  affords  every  convenience  in 
chipping  the  productions  of  Damascus  for  Alexandria  and 
othek*  ports,  and  discharging  the  articles  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  former  city  and  the  countries  around  it,'  and  at 
a  dilstance,  being  the  nearest  public  port ;  between  which 
and  Tyre,  -Scripture  acquaints  us,  there  was  anciently 
great  intercourse:!:;  and  the  natives  of  it  were  engaged  in' 
conveying  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  from  it  by  sea  to  Joppa, 
to  be  forwarded  to  Jerusalem.  The  prophets  appear  to 
draw  the  same  character  of  Tyre  as  given  by  Si!.  John  6f 
die  mystical  Babylon,  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  and  de- 
nounce against  both  nearly  similar  judgments.  $ 
^  But,  alas !  what  a  woefiil  spectacle  the  city  presents  at 
this  moment  to  the  «ye,  compared  with  its  former  un- 
rivalled splendour,  and  •*  perfect  beauty,"  by  which  it  ivas 
ao  eminently  distinguished.  It  forces  a  spectator  to  ex- 
dafan,  in  peculiarly  strong  language,  '^  Now,  thou  son  of 
Hian,  trfce  up  a  lamentation  for  T3^rus.**  J  Never  shall  I 
forget,  when  stumbling  among  its  shattered  wails,  moulder- 
ing or  giving  way  at  every  step,  mouniing,  as  it  were, 
tttider  the  malediction  of  Hedven  and  the  ravages  of  time, 
and  beholding  those  masses  of'  scattered  ruins  around',' 
how  deeply  I  was  impressed'wfth'  the  literal  truth  and  strict' 
fidfilmeilt  of  these  terriUe  daiuneiations  by  the  strong  amr 
of  avenging  omnipotence.  If  No  traveller  of  contemplation 
Cftki  view  this  country  without  reflecting  on  the  beneficial 
efe<^whidi  Britons,  though  &r*  removed^  have  derived;^ 
from  the  Medtterranean,  <mce  the  seat  of  mighty  empli^sr' ' 
For  instance^  the  wholtesotne  laws  which  are  dispensed,'  the'  ~ 
^naciples  of  religicm  established5  navigation,  arithmetic,' 

■  -      '  .   '  '  \ 

!*  1  Kings  tx.  27.    Rev.xviii.  19.        tEzekiel  xxvU.  5. 
X  Id  xxyii.  18.  S  Revelation ;  see  the  whole  of  chiqp.  tviii* 

11  Ezek.  zvii.  2.  f  Id  xxvi.  14. 
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die  arts  and  scieiices.  In  short,  every  thing  conducive  to 
xMir  improvement  in  knowledge,  hap^miess,  ami  secanl]^ 
has  been  eKclusively  derived  hence;  such  ^niinent  advan^ 
lages  are  calculated  to  strike  the  mind  with  the  h^^Mit 
veneration  and  rei^)ect  (or  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

There  was  further  forced  on  my  mind,  in  looking  round 
this  place,  a  comparison  between  Tyre,  when  it  flourished 
in  all  its  pomp  and  grandeur,  and  was  supreme  mistress  of 
the  seas,  and  the  state  in  which  Lcmdon,  nay,  Britain 
heridf,  must  have  be^,  during  the  reign  of  her  proq)erily.* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  eidsting 
in  Tyre  at  this  moment,  Ae  esstinction  of  its  wealth,  and 
the  utfer  annibitation  of  its  wooden  walls,  with  all  the 
opulence  and  luxury  now  to  be  discovered  in  the  metropolis 
of  our  own  empire,  which  has  been  considered  as  the  first 
capita],  or  most  renowned  city  in  the  world ;  whose  power* 
fill  navy  has  triumphantly  commanded  the  sweeping  do* 
minion  of  the  seas,  and  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  its 
enemies,  especially  those  who  would  dare  to  attempt  to 
invade  her  insular  and  proud  independence* 

At  the  same  time  that  I  presume  to  draw  this  contrast, 
let  me  address  the  princdy  and  haughty  merchant  of 
Albi(m,  entreating  that  I  may  be  clearly  understood.  It 
ifi  remote  from  my  wish,  that  such  observations  as  I  may 
have  occasion  to  oflfer,  should  in  any  shi^  ^PPty  ^  ^^  ° 
who  is  industriously  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  lawfiil 
commerce,  to  acquire  a  prop^  competeaca  for  himself 
his  relatives,  and  his  dqiendents;^  but  I  refer  to  that  ao« 
cQun^ible  b^ing,  who  thinks  not  a  momaat  of  halanelng 
in  an  even  scale  the  vast  interests  <^  time  with  those  of 
eternity,  whose  heart  is  swdled  and  pu£bd  up  with  jmde 
on  account  of  his  gorgeous  wealth  f,  and  is  never  satisfied 
with  the  insatiable  love  of  aggrandisement,  that  diains  him 
to  the  very  earth,  and  absorbs  the  wh<de  powers  of  his 
mind  and  soul,  as  the  only  one  thing  needfiil;  and  looks 
with  contempt  only  on  Quristians  as  well  as  his  feUow- 


*  EzdL.  zxvii.  84—27.    xxvi.  17. 

f  Jer.ix.  32F,94.    Eccl.v.  lo.  is.    Id.  ii.  ss.    JFainei  v.  1—3: 
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^ereatnres  in-  humble  ciicumstanoes.  Thk  leads  me  sch 
l^mnly  tot  exclaim  to  persons  in  such,  a  stale  of  mindf  ^^  Gp 
to  Tyrus,  that  monmful  scene  of  desolatioi^  once  the  most 
proud  city  on  the  fiice  of  the  earth,  and  abounding  ijx^ 
riches,  which  haTe  been  compared  in  heaps  to  the  very 
mire  of  her  streets  f;  and  you  will  find  how  aw&Uy,  and 
to  the  rery  letter,  the  righteous  and  thresAened  ▼engfawffe 
of  God  has  been  fulfilled  ^,  exhibiting  an  eternal  monuittent 
of  the  instability  of  all  human  greatness,'^*—  Therc^  to  bis 
mind,  will  conviction  be  ppweriuUy  brotight,  of  the  vani^ 
of  riches  in  the  place  of  wisdom  §;  and  of  the  unbound^ 
stratagems  which  aire  eaoeDcised  in  order  to  pile  up  weakh 
toan  enormous  eitent;  upon  which  his  heart  is  fixed  as 
to  an  idoL  In  a  wovd,  the  wrecks  renaaining  of  the  ooDfe 
asaltod  superiority  of  prolid  Tyre^  the  heartsi  of  whoae 
merchants  were  so  elevated  wiidi  pride  on  aoeount  of  ikgm 
opulence  )|,  will  teach  an  impressive  lesson;  and  also  in- 
struct us  that  the  day  will  arrive,  when,  however  un- 
bounded, in  point  of  extieBt,  the  mass  of  wealth  may  \aim 
been,  all  recollection  of  it  will  be  bloited  out ;  aiid  those 
great  cities,  wbexe  the  proud  man  now  £ues  sumj^ously, 
lud  level  with  the  dust,  and  where  neither,  him  or  his 
ireasares  shall  be  recognised  by  fiture  ages. 

Tak^g'ihe  fiu^  as  related  by  Jbsephus,  a  Corre^ondr 
ence-  took  pkee  between  kings  Soloiiibn  and  Hiram,  psevi- 
OUS'  to  buiUing'tke  Mnple,  dedaratoty  of.  tibe  firiondship 
sidisisilaiig  between  these  monarchs,  which  is  oonfirmed  by 
the  history  given  in  the  sec^dtures.  9  . . 

The  gratification^  which  Solomon  Beoeived^  induced  ^  Inm 
to  take  the  advice  of  Hiram^  and  not  only  present  him  with 
tWenty  thousand>  measures  of  wheat,  and  twemy/measures 
of  the^finest  oil;  but  f(Mrm  a  resolution  that  these  supplies 
ahoidd  be  fumished  him  annually*  ^* 
'  Tile  present  Avchbishop  of  Tyre  is  <of  the  Moravito  'per- 
masfen,  a  most  venerable  personage,  with  hoi^loeks,  aachi 

*  Ezek.  xxviii.  5.    Jer.  ix.  25.  t  Zech.  ix.  Z. 

X  Ezek.  xxviii.  1 7. 1 9 — 22.        ^  Prov.  xvi.  16.        ||  Eccl.  ii.  22. 

t  1  Kings  V.  ♦*  Id.  V.  11. 
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toh^  of  a  blue  colour;  he  is  wtell  informed,  and#om  having 
long  resided  in  Rome,  enabled  to  speak  the  Italian  lan- 
guage with  perfect  fiiciUty.     On  showing  him  the  patent 
letter  I  received  there,  we  talked  much  of  that  capital,  and 
on  his  alhision  to  the  pontiff,  asked,  if  "I  had  been  in* 
trodueed  to  him;  he  shook- handii'witk  me,'  which  was 
considered  to  be  a  mark  of  the  greatest  condescension  he 
could  show  any  individual*     Having  replied  in  the  affirm- 
ative, the  eyes  of  his  Grace  brightened,  and  I  conceived  the 
information  had  the  effect  of  prompting  him  to  double  his 
attention  to  me.     Supper  being  ordered,  a  cushion  was 
laid  upon  the  floor,  and  a  high  paltry  lamp  of  oil  was 
lighted*     He  took  his  place  on  it  in  his  sacerdotal  robes, 
sitting  cross-legged,  with  a  long  pipe  at  his  side,  and  de- 
aired  me  to  follow  his  example.     A  piece  of  carpet  was 
spread,  where  I  accordingly  sat  down,  and  put  myself  into 
the  same  narrow  compass;  keeping  in  view  the  admonition 
^  when  you  are  in  Rome,  do  as  others  do  there."     This 
was  followed  by  large  oval  pewter  dishes  being  brought  in 
and  placed  on  the  floor  before  him,  containing  mashes  of 
rice,  oil,  bread,  vegetables,  with  wine  and  liqueurs.    Some- 
times he  drank  wine  out  of  a  glass,  and  at  others  put  the 
bottle  to  his  mouth.     After  offering  up  thanks,  and  making 
the  sign  of  the  cross,  he  desired  my  servant,  who  was  in 
waiting  at  a  distant  part  of  the  room,  to  sit  down  and  join 
us.     This,  however,  I  objected  to,  informing  his  Lordship 
that  in  England  servants  were  never  allowed  to  sit  down 
in  company  either  with  archbishops  or  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, nay,  with  their  masters;  as  such  an  act  would  be 
held  highly  derogatory  to  their  dignity,  and  abolish  the 
distinction  of  ranks,  so  necessary  to  be  maintained  in  soci- 
ety, and  therefore  expressed  a  hope  he  would  forgive  me 
for  adopting  the  practice  of  my  native  country  on  this 
occasion,  and  allow  the  domestic  to  stand  and  wait  upon 
me  along  with  his  own  servant     This  refusal  I  found  mor- 
tifying in  the  extreme  to  my  servant,  who  was  anxious  to 
avail  himself  of  the  archbishop's  suggestion,  since  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  the  highest  possible  honour  he  could  enjoy ; 
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and,  indeed^  never  did  he  forget  it  during  the  future  time 
he  was  in  my  service. 

I  found  a  tolerably  good  apartment  provided  for  me  to 
repose  in  during  the  night;  and  early  next  morning  I  aros^ 
greatly  refreshed  by  a  sound  sleep,  and  made  prqparations 
for  my  departure^  on  a  further  prosecution  of  this  journey. 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  TYRE.  —  ZAREPTA.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  SIDONw 
—  FORMER  IMPORTANCE  OF  IT. — ARTS  AND  SCIENCES. — 
INVENTION  OF  THE  ALPHABET  AND  ARITHMETIC.  —  PRE- 
SENT STATE  OF  IT.  —  TRADE.  —  FRENCH  CONSUL.  —  POOR 
CONVENT.  —  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  LADY  HESTER  STAN* 
HOPE.  —  HER  POLITENESS.  —  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

After  the  venerable  archbishop  had  embraced  me,  and 
I  had  put  mto  his  hands  a  trifle  for  the  poor  of  his  church, 
I  set  off  early  on  the  16th  of  March. 

The  morning  was  beautifid,  and  a  most  brilliant  sun 
arose  firom  his  chambers,  rejoicing,  as  it  were,  to  run  his 
course,  when  I  set  off  from  that  lamentable  mass  of  ruins 
which  envelop  the  once  gorgeous  city  of  Tyre,  and  di- 
rected my  course  to  Sidon.  I  proceeded  along  the  shore, 
then  passed  the  river  Kasmia,  leading  through  a  valley 
enveloped  with  mountains,  passing  a  bridge  formed  of  a 
single  arch.  I  halted  at  a  kahn  on  the  sea-side  to  the  left, 
calculated  to  be  about  half  way  between  T3a:e  and  Sidon, 
having  a  distinct  view  of  the  village  of  Zarepta,  on  the  top 
of  a  mountain  to  the  right  hand,  about  a  mile  distant.  I 
regretted,  that,  from  the  arrangements  I  had  made,  it  pre- 
cluded a  possibility  of  turning  from  the  tract  to  visit  it 
This  village,  though  humble  in  appearance,  has  been  emi- 
nently distinguished  by  the  residence  of  Elijah  *,  during  a 
famine  in  the  land  of  Israel ;  the  little  all  presented  to  the 
prophet  by  a  disconsplate  widow,  from  her  barrel  of  meal, 
was  rewarded  in  a  manner  equally  bountiftil  as  it  was 
miraculous,  f  A  higher  recompence  was  conferred  upon 
her,  by  his  restoring  to  life  %  that  son  who  was  the  special 

*  1  Kings  xyiL  9.    Luke  iv.  S5,  S6. 
t  iKiogsxvii.  12-^16.  t  Id.  zm  17—32. 
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olgect  of  the  affection  of  his  bene&ctor ;  it  brought  ocmvio 
tion  to  her  mind,  that  he  was  in  truth  a  deliverer  sent  from 
heaven.  *  The  altitude  of  this  place  also  brings  to  recol- 
lection an  observation  which  was  made  by  our  Saviour*  f 
After  taking  refreshiifefit)  andTOoUe^ng  some  beautiful 
shells  which  abounded  on  the  shore  ^,  I  contimied  the 
journey,  and  arrived  at  Sidon  in  the  evening,  which  I  had 
previously  perceived  from  a  considerable  distance,  over- 
looked by  the  pe^  of  Mount  Lebanon^  ^^^Jtbe  direction  of 
Damascus;  an  elevation  adopted  as  one  of  the  images 
which  ff^uently  eccvir  in  ihefilyle  of  l^  st^^?^  h^orians» 
expressive  of  the  dignic j  of  the  Chaitiani  chureh.  $ 

Zidon,  or  Sidon,  owes  its  name  to  the  eldest  of  the  sodm 
of  Canaan H,  and  was- comprehended  under  the  ^Mots"  or 
possessions  formally  assigned  to  the  tribe  of  Asher.^  It 
appears  to  have  been  higher  in  poi^t  of  antiquity  than, 
Tyre,  although  both  have  been  classed  in  the  characters 
of  sisters,  arising,  most  likely,  from  their  contiguity ;  and 
publicly  considered  as  a  city  of  large  extent  and  importance, 
since  it  has  been  distinguished  by  the  dde  of  ^^  Zidon.  the 
Great*' *^  Among  various  arts  and  sciences^  the  invention 
of  the  alphabet  and  arithmetfc ;  making  of  j^as^^  and  skill 
in  casting  and  sculpture,  have  been  celebrated,  and  an  un- 
rivalled dexterity  in  hewing  of  wood  ff,  will  ^ahd  down  a 
Sidonlan  name  in  the  p^ge  of  history  to  the  latent  period  of 
time.   ' 

The  commercial  purstiits  also  of  this  people  were  as 
lucrative  as  they  were  extensive:}::^;  abundant  materials 
for  the  purposes  of  ship-building  in  the  adjoiningmountaais, 
especially  ^about  Mount  Lebanon,  so  extolled  for  its  lofty 
cedars^  were  within  their  reach,  and  commodious  ports 
stretching  along  a  line  of  coast,  enaUed  them  to  engage  in 

trade  of  a  maritime  nature,  or,  according  lio  a  scc^tural 

*  1  Kings  xvii.  24.  f  Matt.  v.  14. 

X  Specimens  of  these  are  to  be  seen,  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  in. 
the  University  of  Glasgow. 

$  Sol.  Song  vii.  4.         ||  Gen.  x.  15.        f  Joshua  xix.  24 — 28. 
**  Joshua  xk.  28.  ft  1  Kings  T.  6.     '£zraiii.  7. 

tl  Isaiah  xxiiL  2. 
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eaqutsokni)    ^^  pass  Over  the  sea^"  to  sudi  an  extent  as 
t»  t^der  theni  h^ly  oputent..    Hidr- views. were  thus 
dkeoted  to  ^aU  parte  of  the  world ;    to  the  then  savage 
shores  of  Britain,  the  Mediterranean,  and  even  >as  far* 
as  the  Black  Sea.     Of  the  enterprises,  however^  which 
may  be  considered  most  remarkable,  and,  in  itself,  deem^,* 
at  that  timej   as  great  in    point  of  intportance  a»  the 
v<grage  of  Columbus,  may  be  classed  one  undertaken  by: 
Necho,  king  of  Egypt.     Having  taken  skilful  PfacBnician . 
iBariners  into  his  service,  and  sent  out  great  fleets  to  the. 
Bed  Sea,  for  the  prosecution  of  discoveries,  they  boldly 
cruized,  doubled  the  promontory,  now  called  the  Cape  of; 
Good  Hope;  returned  duriiig  the /third  year  from  their 
departure,  by  Gibraltar,  and  anchored  safely  at  Alex-, 
andria. 

.Although  Sidon  is  only  occasionally  alluded  to  in  the 
volume  of  inspiration*,  and  not  so  frequently  mentioned; 
as  other  places,  yet  there  is  eveiy  reason  to  suppose,  that 
dty  was  honored  with  the  presence  of  Christ;  since,  it  is- 
known  that  he  frequented  that  part  of  the  country,  in  tfae« 
prosecution  of  his  errands  of  peace  and  godd-^Ul  to  a.fid*^ 
len  worldff  .  It  was  here  that  on  one  remarkable  occama 
an  act  of  strong  faith  in  lu^  divinity  was  exercised  by  the 
mother  of  a  child  possessed  of  an  evil  spirit,  who  fell 
prostrate  at  his  feet,  imploring  the  exerois^e  of  his.migjhty 
power  to  render  relief,  which  was  followed  by  the  accom-; 
pUshment  of  a  miracle  in  the  pers6n  of  the  in£int»:|:  Itr 
enjoyed  also  the  presence  of  his  ambassador,  the  great 
apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  in  prosecutmg  the  voyage  made 
to  Italy,  when  he  visited  the  brethren  who  had^embraned 
the  Christian  faitli  established  there.$ 

Sidon,  as  it  stands  at  thi»  moment^  is  a  small  town^ 
rising  gradually  from  the  isea  shore,,  and  exhibits  much 
misery.  The  climate  is  peculiarly  mild;  the  streets  bx& 
excessively  narrow,  many  of  them  under  archways,  as>  at 
Jerusalem ;  the  ii^abitants  are  estimated  at  id)0ut  seven 

*  Matt^zi.  21.  tMarkiiLr,  S.    Acts  Hi.  7. 

t  Mark  vii.  24 — 30.  §  Acts  }LXvii.  3. 
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tbousand,  of  whom  two  thonsand  am  Cfaristiflnsy  frfio^lMt«« 
places  of  worsh^ ;  theJews  ako^  whomajrbecalcidatedflt 
two  bundled,  have  a  synagogue.  Consideriiig  the  sndi 
eiUeni  of  this  place,  trade  at  this  moment  is  pretty  G(m«- 
siderable.  Large  quantities  of  silk. are  gathered  in  Ae 
nei^dx>nrhood,  which  abounds  with  mulberry  tiees,  to 
which  the  industrious  worms  are  so  pecidiarly  attadied^ 
and  execute  the  nice  and  delicate  texture  of  this  commodity  ; 
and  it  is  a  singular  circumstance  that  they  either  give  way^ 
or  are  affected  by  a  clap  of  thunder.  I  visited  several 
apartments  where  the  Sidonians  carried  on  weaving.  The 
article  of  silk,  which  was,  I  think,  about  the  sixteeBdi 
century  first  introduced  by  the  clergy  of  England,  was,  in 
idl  fwobability,  originally  exported  from  this  country.^ 
The  trade  of  dyeing  also  occupies  much  attention,  espe*- 
dally  in  producing  gaudy  hoes ;  but  the  red  appears  to  be 
most  predominant  of  aU  other  colours.  A  chief  occupation, 
however,  seemed  to  be  making  of  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers^ 
with  fine  Morocco  leather.  The  gardens  are  beautifiil  and 
luxuriant,  and  the  walls  surrounding  the  town  are  in  a  state 
of  ruin.  On  the  south  side,  upon  an  elevation,  is  situated 
a  castle,  showing  traces  of  its  former  pride  and  command, 
now  in  a  dilapidated  stated  which  is  reported  to  have  been 
founded  by,  mnd  as  a  place  of  residence  for  one  of  the 
kings  of  France^  who  has  been  ranked  as  one  of  the  siunts ; 
though  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  was  erected  ibr  the 
purpose  of  guarding  the  town  firom  invasion.  There  are 
also  the  ruins  of  a  second,  on  a  rock  in  the  sea,  having  a 
communication  with  the  land  by  a  bridge  with  many  arches 
<if  4{tone.  Vessek  ride  here  under  a  ridge  of  rocks,  a  short 
distance  from  the  shore  finr  shelter,  where  many  c^  our 
frigates  durmg  the  war  in  Egypt  lay  at  andior. 

No  person  either  in  Sdon  or  Tyre  acts  in  the  capaci^ 
of  consul  for  Britain.  These  are  only  stationed  in  Joppa 
and  Acre,  as  I  formerly  mentioned ;  and  also  at  Bayi^uth, 
to  whidi  I  shall  afterwards  conduct  the  reader.     Tb««  is,' 

*  Soms  of  this  silk  may  be  leea  in  the  Hnnterian  Mtueum,  at 

Glasgow. 
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however,  a  French  ootisnl,*  named  Ru(&ii ;  and  it  is  re- 
markaMe^  that,  fer  almost  time  immemorid,  consuls  of  titai: 
italion  hare  exchisf^ely  resided  there,  and  who,  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  observe,  have  thrown  open  their  doors  for  the  recep^ 
lion  of  travdUers*  Snce  there  was*  no  proper  pikce  to  which 
lecoarse  could  be  had  for  aecommodation,  I  applied  to  this 
gentleman  on  my  arrival ;  he  conducted  me  to  a  clean  and 
comfortable  apartment  in  his  house,  which  was  large  and 
eommodiotts,  one  of  the  best  m  the  town ;  I  received  much 
politeness  from  him*  There  is,  indeed,  a  kind  of  convent,, 
contiguous  to  his  rendence,  but  it  is  marked  by  extreme 
ioiseiy,  and  inhabited  by  a  solitary  monk,  who  sits  almost 
tiaily  at  the  table  of  the  eonsnl.  The  consul  appeared 
to  be  in  a  complete  state  of  inactivity,  and  heartily  tired 
of  the  place ;  he  complained  of  it,  not  only  for  its  re- 
siote  and  solitery  situation,  but  that  few. vessels  arrived 
there«  He  could  not  calculate  even  on  a  sufficient  revenue 
for  the  support  eS  hittsdf  and  lus  iamily,  however  modern 
ate  the  ^cpence  of  the  articles  of  provision  were.  The 
^nolum^nts  were  so  exceedingly  trifling,  that  he  resolved 
to  throw  up  the  office,*and  solicited  his  government  for  let- 
ters of  recal. 

Having  been  informed  that  Lady  Hester  Stanhope  lived 
at  what  was  formeriy  denominated  ^  The  Convent  of 
mias,^'  situated  in  the  mountains,  about  six  miles  distant, 
and  that  she  had  fitted  it  up  in  a  modem  style,  as  a  place 
of  residaice ;  I  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  my  wish,  in 
a  polite  note,  to  have  the  honor  of  pa3ring  my  personal  re* 
spects  to  her  ladyship*  I  lamented,  however,  to  find  this 
was  in^racticable^  from  her  indispontion  at  the  time.  We, 
however,  exchanged  several  communications  in  writing ;  I 
had  abundant  proofii,  not  only  of  her  ladyship's  distm* 
gttished  abilities  and  liberality  of  sentiment,  but  of  the 
attention  paid  to  the  travdler;  sKe  requested  I  would  not 
only  freely  avail  myself  of  the  services  of  her  interpreter, 
but  command  the  use  of  horses. 

The  indefatigable  exertions  which  had  been  used  by  my 
illustrious  friend,  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  not  <mly  in  behalf 
of  su£fering  humanity,  but  after  the  noble  example  of  his 
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revered  £iUier*9  reyspectiiig  the  interests  of  liieruuaig>9B<> 
ncralion,  on  the  subject  of  eduqatioii»  having  been  doocfaed 
upcMiy  .in  the  course  of  our  correspondency  it  was  gratifyii^ 
to  my  feelings  to  find  Lady  Stanhope  speak  in  such  exalted, 
t^nns  of  this  benevolent  prkice^  and  ^Kpress  a  hope,  that 
<^  she  never  would  f(»get  it  was  hi$  Royal  Highness  who 
had  made  a  true  British  soldier  of  a  beloved  brother  she  lost 
in  Spain."  Having  imparted  the  way  and  manner  adopted 
under  the  system,  followed  in  England,  patronized  by  his. 
Bqyal  Highnesjs,  in  training  up  children  in  the  way  in  which 
they  should  got»  I  presented  her  ladyship  with  a  oc^y  of 
the  last  report  published  by  the  Society  in  Londcm;  whid& 
directed  her  atte^ticm  to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  sysimm 
was  spreading  over  the  world  jif  woA  respectfully  entreated' 
thi^t  her  extensive  influ^ce  might  be  called  into  exercise^ 
tp  establish  the  p)an  at  l^dcm^  and  other  places,  as  braeficial 
eflfects  might  be  expected  to  result  from  it ;  and  the  So- 
cie^f  qonqp^cating  with  her,  would  use  every  exertion  to 
ppromote  an  object  of  such  importance* 
.  The  dn^Hian,  or  interpreter  of  her  ladyship*  who  was 
fifij  years  of  age,  was  attentive  and  communicative;  he 
rode  a  noUe  white  horse,  which  he  had  just  reodived  fiom 
her  as  a  gift.  I  was  accompanied  by  him  about  the  town 
and .ne]ghb9urfaoDd ;  conducted  (o  hfe  house ;  aadiee^ed 
every  iitformation ;  he  menti<med  a  variely  of  ctrcolnstances 
reelecting  the,  popularity  and  generosity:  of  XadyrSftanhopei 
who,  it  appears,  adapts  the  costume  peculiar  to  the  East. 
Having  particularly  enquired  if  her  ladf ifup,  who  is  now 
i|iw  the  evening  <^her  day%  entertained  an  id^a  <^retuniii^ 
to  qpend  the  remikindca:  of  them,  ^r  pagring  a  visi^  to  £ngr> 

4 

't*  **  1  h^  the  tee  is  hot  ftr  dktant,  when  everj  poor  child  in  my 
dod^in%Ki8  will  be  able  «e  read  hb  BkUeJ^'^G^mgs  ikm  2^Uni.-« 
Frov.w^S.    Psalmlxxviii.  5<  7.   ' 

f  ^  We  would  cause,  as  we  very  easily  way,  by  Grod's  help,  all  the 
youth,  that  now  are  of  the  English  nation,  to  be  put  to  learning ;  and 
that  they  should  be  set  about  no  other  business,  till  they  Urst  ktfow  how 
t9  lead  EngMth.*'  ^-^  Alfred  fAe  Gteia. 

i^.Thrsa  thouwud  schools  hare  beenestaUishedv.uador  this  pisa,  ^ 
Britain  and  abroad;  fi%  in  Asia^.aad  twenty  in  Africa.' 
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lands  be  observ^  it  was  unUkidlj^.;  and  Ipiat  ber  raaaina 
woiild.r^p<M«  in  .that  garter  x>^  the  worl4  in  which  she  had 
resided,  so  long)  and  to  which  her  attachment  was  strong* 
I  would  take  the  oj^ntunitj  of  collfir^ung  the  sentiments 
expressed  bj  this  individual^  not  only  with  regard  to  the 
marjced  affection  and  interest  manifested  by  this  personage 
of  rank  towards  the.  people  of  Sidon,  but  the  various' acts 
of  benevolence  performed  by  her,  who  has.  ^^  a  heart  open 
as.  day  to.melting  charity." 

I  presume,  it  is  known  to  the  reader,  that  her  ladyship, 
who  was  nearly  ^Uied  to  the  late  Mr*  Pitt,  the  prime-imni&> 
ter  of  Grei^Britajnirrand^long  directed  her  attention  to  his 
domestic  jconeems,  enjoj^  a, handscmie  pension  from  the 
Brit^h  gojif^nunefit :  whicliy  Lahpul^  conceive,  on  a  calcu* 
latipn  of  tl^e  value^of  nu^ey  and  the  jnices  of  articles,  may 
be  nearly,  three  tknes  the  aoionnt  in  that  country  than  in 
England.  This  enables^  her  ladyship  to  str^ch  forth  her 
hand  liberally  to  promote  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  many 
around  her.  No  person,  in  short,  can  be  held  in  higher 
estimation ;  and  more  bdk>ved,  nay,  idolized  in  that  country  f 
her  name,  even  to  the*  very  lowest  class,  is  always  in  the 
mouth  of  the  tribes  of  Arabs ;  by.  them  she  is  sometimes 
styled  <<  Princess,"  and  at  another,  ^^MyLeddie;"  thou- 
sands of  them  I  am  disposed  to  think  would,  upon  an 
emergency,  be  at  her  command,  and  lay  down  their  lives  in 
her  cause.  In  short,  her  benevolence  here  is  extensive  and 
judicious ;  and,  in  every  place  I  visited,  for  it  will  be  re» 
marked  her  Ladyship  has  travelled  over  the  Holy  Land, 
I  found  the  name  of  Stanhope  mentioned,  dther  in  one 
way  or  other,  with  the  highest  veneration  and  respect  Any 
letter  of  recommendation,  indeed,  under  her  hand,  in  fovour 
of  travellers,  may  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  passport,  and 
be  sure  to  meet  vnth  proper  attention. 

It  has  naturally  excited  surprise,  that  her  ladyship,  who 
is  of  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  and  an  English-woman  by 
birth  and  education,  should  prefer  to  live  in  this  remote 
comer  of  the  earth,  widely  separated  from  her  friends  in 
England ;  and  sarcastic  sneers  have  been  most  reprehensi- 
Uy  thrown  out  on  this  account   But  may  I  not  be  allowed 
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to  assert)  that  her  ladyship  is  unquestionably  the  most 
competent  judge,  to  choose  a  climate  suited  to  ,her  own 
health  animo  remanendi^  and  contribute  to  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  any  particular  class  of  her  fellow  creatures ; 
how  can  her  right  to  this  election  be  called  in  question  any 
more  than  that  the  reader  or  his  friends,  of  either  sex, 
should  be  blamed  for  fixing  upon  any  particular  spot  on 
the .  continent,  or  elsewhere,  as  a  permanent  residence, 
either  for  the  benefit  6f  health,  economy,  the  promotion  of 
benevolent  objects,  or  other  considerations  ? 
*  I  have  only  fiirtiier  to  state,  that  among  other  marks 
of  attention  from  her  ladyship,  she  transmitted  to  me  a 
note,  that  if  I  was  disposed  to  look  at  her  stud  of  horses, 
which  were  considered  to  be  the  best  in  Arabia,  orders 
would  be  given  to  her  domestics  to  turn  them  out  on  the 
road  I  intended  to  take  on  proceeding  for  Damascus,  upon 
naming  the  hour  when  I  should  proceed  tiiither. 

After  returning  my  acknowledgements  by  the  Dragoman 
to  Lady  Stanhope  for  her  politeness,  and  presenting  the 
consul  widi  a  French  opera  glass,  for  the  hospitality  shown 
during  the  two  days  I  had  been  under  his  roof,  I  bid  adieu 
to  Sidon  on  the  forenoon  of  the  18tii  of  March. 
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DSPARTUaS  FROM  8ID0N.  —  LADY  STANHOPE's  STUD.  —  PS- 
.  SCRIPTION.  —  JOURNEY  THROUGH  THE  MOUNTAINS.  —  COH- 
VENT  OF  ST.  8ALVAD0RE.  —  ROMANTIC  SITUATION,  —  RE- 
FLECTIONS.—  MONKS  SUPPER.  —  AUTHOR  TAKEN  FOR  A  ME- 
DICAL PERSON.  —  ANECDOTE  OF  AN  ARAB  BLIND  FROM  BIRTH 
WISHING  TO  BE  RESTORED  TO  SIGHT.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF 
ARABS*  DRESSES. 


1  HE  interpreter  of  Lady  Stanhope  5:aU£d  mi  the  eve  of 
my  departure  from  Sidon,  with  her  compliments^  and  men- 
tioned that  in  reference  to  her  cominanidatipD,.  domestics 
would  be  found  in  waiting  with  horses^  about  two  miles 
from  the  town,  where  he  had  beai  directed  to  attend  me. 

In  consequence  of  this,  I  proceeded  to  the  spot,  accom- 
panied by  him,  and  found  a  train  of  servants  richly  dressed 
in  the  oriental  style,  leading  up  and  down  several  beau*- 
tifiil  animals.  On  alighting  from  my  mule,  which  was 
miseraUe  in  the  extreme^  he  put  into  my  hand  a  note  from 
her  ladyship,  descriptive  of  the  names  and  pedigrees  of 
some  of  the  best  of  this  noble  stud.  To  one  of  these,  called 
Diamond,  she  directed  my  particular  attention,  since  it 
was  her  intention  to  send  it  as  ^^  a  humble  ofiering  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  whose  name,''  hor 
ladyship  added,  ^^  she  could  never  utter  without  an  im- 
pression of  gratitude." 

The  description  is  as  follows :  — 


jj&0  £{ /£u^  —  Slave  of  thy  Will -^  the  black  horse. 
jUmaz  Diamond — the  young  horse;  three  y^ars  old  next 

'  June. 
Abound — The  Bird  —  the  white  mare;  race  of  the  &- 
mous  Duher  El  Ometf  of  whose  name  Voisiey  speaks. 
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Zara — of  the  race  of  Mahomet's  fine  mare. 

Leila — Juliet  of  the  Elast — the  young  mare ;  three  years 

old  next  October. 
Bint  asjbura  -»  Daughter  of  the  Bird  —  one  year  and  six 

weeks  old. 

After  being  highly  gratified  with  a  view  of  the  whole  of 
^his  prhicely  stud,  and  giving  some  piasters  to  the  servants^ 
f  proceeded  on  my  journey,  taking  an  eastern  directi<Hi ; 
after  ai  short  way  I  struck  off  to  the  right  hand,  and  as- 
cended the  mountains.  It  is  impossible  to  convey  a  de- 
scription, in  adequate  terms,  of  the  deli^tful  ride  I  en- 
joyed ;  the  sublime  prospects  which  surrounded  me  on 
all  sides,  and  on  looking  back  on  the  country  I  had  lefl^ 
from  the  mountains  towering  with  inexpressible  Alpine 
girandeur.  The  ocean  appeared,  to  my  eye,,  boundless; 
tile  town  of  Sidon,  andittr  shorei^  a  distant  view  of  Acr^ 
with  the  diversified  valleys,  m  some  parts,  aflbrding  the 
ridiestj  and  in  others  the  wildest^  landscapes;  and  die 
whole  rendered  dear  and-  distinct  by  a  brilliant  sun,  and 
serene  atmosphere,  seemed  to  be  as  under  my  feet ;  objects 
of  such  indescribable  magnificence,  were  strongly  caleu»- 
lated  to  heighten  the- devotional  ;sentimeiits  yidiidk  -crowded 
on  theiniagmatidin.*         -    * 

I  arrived  atifife  mfohiiAery  at'  St  Salvadorean  the  even^ 
ing,  and' dialivered  to- a  monk,  "fdr  the 'superior^  the  letter 
I  received  fi-bm  Rome ;  imd^n-consegnence  of  it  was  con^ 
ducted  to  an  apartment.      -  •    v 

Never  was  a  spot  ^Aiat  the  tnostfetliile  imsginatSon  can 
figure,  more  hij^fy  beautiful,  romantic^  and  better  adapted 
ibr  acts  of  pemtenee '  and  holy  conteinjdation;  than. tile 
mountain  on  which  this  monastery  is^fbhnd^;  it'bearsa 
strong  resemblance  to  Mount  Tabbr^  and  ccnnmands  an 
extensive  prospect  of  the  ocean,  with  the  whole  surround- 
ii^  country.  When  T  enjoyed  the  ptffity  of^be  ai^  ofdin 
place,  and  its  l6fty  sequestrationy  iny  mind^was-  elevated 
to  the  contemplation  of  that  Great  Being  <*  who^ifiil^hed'' 
-these  **  mountains  around  in  scales,**  atnd  hcJd  \hat  •*  water** 
in  the  «  hdllow  of  his  hart*"  -  • 
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Fnom  such  an  elevation,  I  felt  as  if  I  was  looking  down 
on  the  follies  and  vanity  of  the  earth,  and  every  sublanary 
object;  and  was  almost  reconciled  to  the  opinions  which 
have  been  eateitfdned  in  &vour  of  a  monastic  life*  Never 
could  any  mind  capable  of  the  slightest  degree  of  seiicHi3 
reflection  discover  a  wider  contrast  than  existed  between 
this  peaceful  abode,,  on  the. very  ponnacle  of  a  rock,  where 
an  eair  listens>to  the  Almighty  worshipped  in  privacy  mad 
silence;  and  the  toil  and  busde  so  conspicuous  in  the 
world,. where  pursuits  are.  incessantly  made,  after  one  only 
idd,  which  never  can  sadsfy  the  ipiinortal  soul^  but  pierces 
its  possessors  with  an  accumulation  of  cares^  and  mullaplied 
sorrows.* 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  convents. in  the  Holy  Land 
are  in  genial  foimded  on  a  rocky  summit,  hut  whodoot 
such  situations  are  preferred  for  more  secret  devotian  fuiid 
seclusion  from  the  world,  or  founded  on.one  part  of  Sevq^ 
turef,  I  cannot  determine.  These  situations  are  always 
most  striking,  not  only  from  the  edifices  when  viewed 
from  a  distance,  but  the  magmfioent.and  extensive  pto» 
pects  which  are.commanded  from  them. 
.  The  ascent  to  this  convent,  from  die  mountain  beiiig 
steep,  is  very  difficult;  an  industiy  has  been  exemsed^by 
the  friars,  in  fertilizing  it,  which  Is  remarkable;  Thqr  have 
formed  gardens,  from  patches  of  ground  among  ibtt  nacks^ 
where  olives  |,  vines,  and  vegetables  are  raise(^  .which 
i^rd  productions  for  the  operations  of  tibe  bee,  iby  whkk 
an  abundant  supply  of  honey  is  dalained^  ahhoi^,  oa 
viewing  the  jnountaui,.  even  from  a  short  distance, «. one 
would  be  led  to  concme  it  totally  impossible  toi  force  a 
single  plant,  since  it  .is  so  idiarp  and  craggy ;  afacubthat 
I  Appiseh^nd  confirms,  in  a  stn>ng  degree^v  one  paxticiilar 
passage  of  Renrdadon*.^      .1  ..... 

.  ilfllong  ibQ  iumieroi[&  Monks  I.  met  withhere^  therewas 
iSite^ who  WAS  a  tisihe.qf  Rome^'  in  a  ccmktant  8tete.o£  od;- 
ioupation,.whp  perforined  ajli.the  carpenter's  w^rkrequintd 


t/  - 


•  1  Timothy  vi.  10,    Eccl.  v.  13.  f  Judges  vi.  26. 

i  Job  zxix.  6,  1$  f l>eBl/xxxli.  15.    Exod.  lii.  s. 
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far  die  convent ;  he  shewed  me  some  neat  spedmens  of 
his  carving,  particnlariy  rq>'resehtatioiis  of  human  figures  % 
and  ornaments  to  adorn  the  churdi.  When  I  first  saw 
this  man  in  his  working  dress,  and  half  envel<q>ed  in  die 
shavings  of  wood,  I  looked  iipon  him  as  a  common  trades- 
man, employed  by  die  Friars ;  but,  on  entering  into  con* 
versation  with  him,  I  discovered  he  was  not  only  highly 
useful  in  that  mploj^ent  but  well  informed,  and  pos- 
sessed ingenuily  in  odier  departments.  He  opened  a  large 
pbrtHfeHo  of  drawings  made  by  himself;  and  he  contributed 
oonaideraUy  by  paintings  to  ornament  the  church,  and 
the  altar.  After  he  4iad  shewn  the  whole  of  these,  and 
explained  every  thing  respecting  this  edifice,  he  threw 
open  a  massy  door,  when  one  of  the  most  glorious  and 
extensive  paboriamic  views  broke  upon  us  as  in  a  moment; 
tfke  a  flaflh  of  lightning.  From  this  spot  there  was  the 
finest  prospect  of  the  face  of  nature  surrounding  the 
fuonasteiy,  which  might  be  considered  as  a  paradise.  It 
is  impossible,  however,  for  w<Hrds  to  convey  to  the  reader 
ft  proper  idea  of  die  splendid  appearance  of  the  setting 
sun  in  the  east  At  this  moment^  the  great  luminary  was 
fiiiiriiing  his  diurnal  course,  and^  gUcUng  gradually  ifato 
the  bosom  of  the  sea,  surrounded  by  an  infinite  number 
wt  small  rippling  douds,  of  variegated  colours,  so  briUiandy 
Mluminated  by  his  radiance,  that  they  resembled  showers 
of  fhe  purest  gold ;  and  the  declining  rays  appeared  'to 
float  upon  a  vast  abyss  of  fire.  The  great  bell  having 
tolled  to  announce  the  hour  of  supper,  the  Friars  collected 
jn  a  body,  in  die  great  hall,  where  about  forty,  after 
arranging  themsdives  in  methodical  order,  sat  down  before 
It  large  tdble.  These  were  of  the  Morandi  order,  dressed 
in  long  blue  gowns,  high  caps  of  a  black  colour,  and  dilb 
hair  hanging  down  their  backs.  On  this  occasion  a  huge 
book,  I  presiimeki  to  be  die  Bible,  was  {Abused  before 
father  Pietro,  the  superior,  who  presided  ovar  the  whd^ 
and  iK^,  with  a  raised  voice,  read  some  portion  of  i^ 
which  occupied  a  quarter  of  an  hour.    A  devotional  silence 

.  •  •  •  .  ^ 

*  Ifldah  xliY.  15. 


ff^  bbsairved  by  the  Monksf*  at  this  momeat..  Tbe..$cm6 
wa»  tn^y  scdemn,  aad^  ieombined  with  th^  local  situatioa 
of  the  place,  well  cakdated.tx>.»9ake  deep  impressions,  on 
the  heart.  After  this  all  .of  theia  partDok  of  supper,  but,  I 
wis  poi' permitted  .to.  join,  although,  a3  a  fiivobr,  allowed 
to  take  a  pe^  at  tha:a  Seem  a  comer  of  the  door.  I 
remarked,  that  daring  the.  jrepast  they  did  not  attempt  to 
r^apve  the,  bowU  from,  .their:  heads.  On  fmishing  the  re^ 
past,  they  retired;  wheQ  I  was  allowed  to  ait  down  alone 
in  the  hall,  and  sup  upon  the^agn^ents,  which  were  care^ 
^ly  collected  for  that. purpose.  ,  ..     ^ 

-  Next  iQovning  about  nine  o'clock^  aft^  making  the  usual 
donation  to  the  poor,. for  the  acbommodafiQn  which  had 
been. afforded. me,  I. left  the  coay^t  .J  proceeded  by.ia 
circuitous  and  fittiguing  track,  i  stumbling  among  the  dark 
mountains,-  and,  after  an  exhausting  day's  journey,  arrived 
at  Maira^  where  I  halted  for  the  hight,^  in  thehutxxf  the 
i^uleteer  Abram,  a  small  village  situa^  at  the. top  of  ^ 
hill,  looking  down  oo  a  deq)  valley,  and  having /on.ex^ 
tensive  view  of  mountain  scenery,  adorned  with  wood  and 
scattered  viUages.^ 

It'  may  be'  proper  here  lo  remark,  that  of  all  persona 
ifho  travel  in  the  oasty^be  their  rank  in  Ufe  what  it.may^ 
none  are  more  esteemed,  oc  rather  idolized,  than  those 
who  have  (he  slightest  knowledge  ^  of  medicine :  great 
exertions  are  made  to  retain  them  in  that  pfirt,  where  that 
advice  and  prescriptions  have  been  attended  with.Miocessi 
Fortunately  I  had  occasion  to  bring  from  London  a  small 
diest  of  medicine  for  my  own  private  use ;  the  benefit  of 
which,  however,  I  was  frequently  oUiged  to  impart  to 
others*  On  my  axrival,  the  muleteer  happened  to  be  taken 
unwell,  which  I  was  apfnrehensive  migbt^suspend  a  fiutfaev 
prosecution .  of  the  journey  for  some  days.  ..  On  examining 
his  pulse,  and  finding  there  was  a  slight,  tenden^.to 
fever»  I  gave  him  some. medicines ;  be  afterwazds  w«nt  ito 
bed,  which  soob  .removed  his  complajint»  v  since,  he.  found 
himself  sufficiently  recovered  the  following  moming  to  re* 
sume  the  journey.  This  circumstance  trifling  as  it  may 
appear,  was  magnified  into  one  of  high  importance,  and 
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immediately  rang  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  y31age» 
who  were  told,  that  an  Bjiglish  doctcu:  had  arrived,  who 
was  able  to  cure  all  complaints  f     A  number  of  young  and 
old,  blind,  lame,  and  afflicted  with  various  diseaaes,  col- 
lected on  the  spot,  demanded  advice,  and  blocked  up  the 
door  so  closely,  that  it  was  difficult  for  me  to*  get  out  or 
into /the  hut.     I  was,  in  particular,  much  amused  by  an 
6Ld  man  wrapped  in  a  kind  of  mantle  *,  being  led  up  to 
me,  who  was  blind  of  his  ri^t  eye,  when  he  turned  up  his 
bccj  and  pointing  to  it,  made  several  motions,  accompanied 
apparently  with  great  eloquence.     On  asking  my  servant, 
who  understood  the  Arabic  language,  for  an  accurate  in^- 
terpretaticm  of  his  sentiments,  I  was  informed,  that  this 
man  had  mentioned  he  was  bom  blind,  and  implored  me 
to  supply  him  with  an  eye,  that  he  might  enjoy  the  sight  of 
both,  as  others  had  around  him.     When  the  total  impos-> 
sibility,  however,  of  this  was  explained  to  him,  he  left  the 
place  much  afiected,  shaking  his  head.     I  cannot  introduce 
here  other  ludicrous  scenes,  which  would  have  afforded  a 
most  interesting  subject  for  the  pencil  of  the  artist.     From 
what  occurred  here,  I  am  led  to  recommend  to  trayeU^ra 
to  be  provided  with  medicines,  to  administer  them,  when 
circumstances  require,  to  the  natives,  since  though  they 
may  not  experience  the  gratification  of  being  instrumental 
in  removing  disease,  they  will  find  the  high  respect  and  at- 
tention that  is  paid  to  them  for  giving  medicine.    During 
this  time  the  Arabs  were  troublesome  and  impudent ;  they 
examined  my  dress ;  part  of  it  under  my  cloak,  was  that  of 
a  Christian,  for. the  convenience  of  riding,  pantaloons,  with 
half  boots,  the.  heels  of  which,  being  encircled  with  iron, 
were  objects  of  the  greatest  possible  curiosity,  and  excited 
among  them  a  high  degree  of  merriment  and  laughter. 
The  male  Arabs  here  may  be  described  as  of  middle 
stature.     Their  &ces  are  brown  fi'om  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
and  are  distinguished    by  an  austerity  and  ferocity  of 
countenance.     In  speaking  they  extend  their  arms,  and 
on  using  certun  expressions  give  a  kind  of  hiss  or  whistle. 

1  Sam.  xxviii.  14. 
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Tlieir  •  dress  is  a  small  red  cap  placed  on  the  crown 
of  the  heady  and  a  rag  tied  round  to  form  a  turban,  slip- 
pers or  soles  of  leather  attached  to  the  feet ;  drawers 
of  linen  reaching  to  the  lower  part  of  the  leg,  without 
stockings ;  and  as  they  wash  their  feet  ^d  bodies,  espe- 
cially before  eating,  with  scrupulous  attention,  this  ap- 
pears to  have  been  evidently  an  antient  custom.  *  The 
women  here  have  a  fine  set  of  features,  and  are  remark- 
able for  brawny  strength ;  their  head-dress  is  in  the  form  of 
a  sugar-loaf,  sloping  towards  the  brow,  with  a 'long  white 
scarf  or  veil,  thrown  over  it,  to  conceal  the  whole  &ce, 
which  was  sometunes  drawn  aside.  When  suspicions 
were  entertained  that  they  were  observed,  the  covering  was 
instantly  drawn  across  their  countenance,  under  a  sense  of 
shame  from  the  exposure,  reserving,  however,  such  a  chink, 
or  comer,  as  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  surveyinfg 
the  actions  of  those  around  them.  These  veils,  as  ascer- 
tained by  the  inspired  volume,  wete  adopted  of  old;  and 
particularly  in  the  history  of  Abimelech  and  Sarah,  and 
Susannah,  are  described  as  coverings  of  the  eyesf :  they 
appear  on  some  occasions  to  have  been  applied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  articles  from  one  place  to  another,  as  we 
learn  in  the  case  <  of  Ruth.  %  The  mulberry  or  silk  tree  is 
much  cultivated  here. 

*  Mark  m  4.  t  Gen.  xx.  16.    Histr  of  Susan.  L  31,32. 

t  Ruth  iii.  1 5. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  ARAb's  HUT.  —  JOURNEY  OVER  MOUNT  LB* 
BANON.  —  DANGER  IN  PASSING  THROUGH  THE  SNOW. — 
DESCENDING  TO  THE  VALE  OP  AVEN.  —  MISERABLE  KHAN. 
—  JOURNEY  THROUGH  THE  MOUNTAINS.  —  DAMASCUS.—^ 
IMPRESSIONS  ON  THE  FIRST  VIEW  OF  IT.  •— ARRIVAL.  <-* 
FIRMAN  TREATED  CONTEMPTUOUSLY  AT  THE  GATB.*--RB<< 
MARKS.  —  FRANCISCAN  CONVENT.  ~  PROOF  OF  THE  IM- 
PORTANCE OF  PATENT  LETTER  FROM  ROME*  —  OBSERV? 
ATIONS. 

After  passing  a  sleepless  night  on  the  ground  in  the 
wretched  hovel  of  our  muleteer,  from  being  attacked  with 
vermui,  I  mounted  my  mule  at  six  o'clock  the  foUow-f 
ing  morning.  In  descending  the  valley,  the  scenery  is 
woody  and  romantic,  there  was  an  air  of  life  and  industry, 
visible  and  cheering  to  the  spirits,  which  can  only  be  ap- 
preciated by  those  who  have  travelled  in  a  soUtary  maimer 
among  the  gloomy  mountains.  Cascades  were  pouring 
forth  their  waters ;  the  cheerful  rivulet  forcing  its  ser- 
pentine course ;  the  mill  in  active  motion ;  the  miller  at 
work;  one  husbandman  was  sitting  under  his  own  fig- 
tree,  and  another  cultivating  his  vineyard,  and  I  own  that 
I  have  rarely  experienced  a  more  delightful  effect  from 
charming  scenery  than  I  observed  in  this  neighbourhood. 
I  passed  the  house  of  the  Governor  in  a  contiguous  village 
called  Muchtara,  beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence ;  a 
substantial  building  fantastically  painted ;  the  windows  of 
the  lower  apartments  had  bars  of  iron,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability it  was  a  prison,  as  was  the  case  in  the  edifice  oc*- 
cupied  by  the  Pacha  at  Acre. 

On  travelling  afterwards  through  some  vineyards  and 
olive-fields,  I  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Lebanon, 
which  stands  so  eminently  proud,   from   its '  stupendous 
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magnitude.  Aware  of  the  &tigue  to  be  enconatered  in 
scaling  it^  I  halted^  and  sat  down  on  a  bank,  with  a  keen 
i^petite,  to  partake  of  refreshment.  Although  this  con-* 
sisted  merely  of  boiled  eggs,  bread,  and  raw  onions,  washed 
down  with  the  water  of  a  limpid  brook,  which  was  gliding 
along,,  yet  the  repast  was  delicious,  after  a  long  ride,  and 
having  been  broiled  under  the  pow^rftil  heat  of  the  sun. 

^  I  ascended  the  monntain,  gr^t  part  of  which  was  capped 
with  clouds;  and,  after  much  toil  in  walking  and  riding 
alternately,  stopping  short,  and  panting  for  breath,  was 
rejoiced  on  reaching  the  top,  where  I  found  a  climate  very 
different  to  that  which  had  been  left  behind,  the  ground 
being  covered  with  snow,  and  the  cold  rigorously  int^ise. 
I  proceeded  along  the  summit  for  some  time,  without  com* 
ing  in  contact  with  a  human  being,  or  even  perceiving  a 
single  bird  of  the  air.  An  awful  dead  silence  reigned 
throughout  this  lonely  and  most  desolate  region ;  and  as  no 
spot  can  be  conceived  more  favourable  for  waylaying  and 
committing  robbery  and  assassination,  a  traveller  never 
treads  it  without  entertaining  considerable  i^prehen&ions  for 
his  personal  safety.  In  some  parts  the  snow  lay  so  very 
deep,  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  we  could  for- 
ward the  animals.  At  one  time  in  particular  the  mule 
conveying  the  baggage  stuck  so  £ist,  that  I  concluded  all 
had  been  lost,  and  that  I  should  have  also  perished, 
with  my  servant  and  muleteer,  as  we  found  ourselves  con- 
siderably under  the  snow.  In  short,  had  the  journey  been 
attempted  a  month  earlier,  it  would  have  been  totally  im- 
practicable to  have  forced  a  passage  across  the  top  of  this 
mount. 

This  mountain  has  received  the  appellation  of  Lebanon, 
from  the  word  LAan^  signifying  white  *,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, from  the  snow  which  remains  on  its  heights  during 
the  whole  year.  It  has  been  peculiarly  marked  in  Scrip- 
ture^ as  affording  many  glowing  images  and  beautifol  meta- 
phors to  the  sacred  writers.    We  find  that,  considered  as 

*  I  often  had  occasion  to  hear,  for  the  word  MUk^  the  Arabs  use 
that  of  Lebanu 
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a  pecotiarly  gtriking  object  of  grandeur  and  altitiide»  it 
formed  an  object  of  the  supplications,  offered  by  Moses,  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  he  might  be  allowed  by  Qod  to 
behold  it.  *  It  was  also  a  barrier  to  the  Land  of  Promise, 
and  ccmsidered  as  insttrmountable,  since  Sennacherib,  in 
all  his  pride  and  confidence,  expresses  the  fiuality  witb 
which  he  had  encountered  greater  obstacles,  and  pn>» 
claims  the  inutilily  of  any  resistance  cm  the  part  of  Heze- 
kiah  f ;  it  was  referred  to  as  a  solitude  which  affi>rded 
haunts  for  beasts  of  prey|,  the  dangers  of  which  have 
been  remarked  by  the  wise  man,  in  his  address  to  the 
church.  $  The  variety  of  streams,  and  the  fi»grance 
whidi  is  diffused  by  odoriferous  plants  about  this 
mountain,  also  fiimish  proper  figures  to  the  inspired 
writer.  ||  To  one  of  these  in  its  tender  growth,  the  hi^ 
priest  at  the  akar  is  compared,  from  hi&  devation  and  dig- 
ni^  of  character  f:  and  to  these  the  eulogium  on  the 
graces  of  the  church  has  also  a  reference.  **  The  cedars 
of  it  also  have,  in  all  ages,  been  celebrated  as  objects  of 
grandeur,  and  touched  upon  as  images  in  antieot  prophecy. 
Moreover^  the  prosperity  of  the  righteous  is  compared  to 
these  ff,  which  are  further  employed,  t<^  denounce  the 
judgments  of  Grod  cm  men  of  proud  aod  high  minds  "^ ;  and 
the  numbers  and  growth  of  tbesr  trees  form  a  sublime  de- 
claration to  one  of  the  prophets.  §§  The  conversion  of  the 
Gentiles,  from  idolatry  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God»  is 
expressed  in  terms  highly  beautifiil  ||  || ;  as  also  the  pros* 
perity  of  the  kingdom  oS  Christ  %%  It  may  be  fiirther 
added,  that  the  cedars  of  this  mountain,  uniting  so  many 
qualities  for  building,  afforded  ample  materials,  and  were 
sent  by  king  Hiram  **^*,  to  Solomon,  who  put  many 
persons  in  a  state  of  requisition  to  cut  down  and  con- 
vey them  to  Joppa,  from  whence  they  were  transmitted 


*  Deut.  iii.  25.  f  Isaiah  xxxvii.  24  t  Hab.  ii.  17. 

§  Sol.  Song  iv.  8.  II  Id.  iv.  15.  H  EcclefiiasUcns  1. 19. 

*•  Sol.  Song  iv.  11.        tf  Psalm  xcii,  12.        |t  1^.  xxix.  4. 

§§  Isaiah  xl.  16.  till  !<!•  x^^^*  ^  ^-  11  1^*  ">^- 
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to  Jenisalem,  for  the  erection  of  his  splendid  temple.  Al^ 
most  every  object  about  this  distinguished  place  strongly 
points  out  in  the  words  of  inspiration,  **  the  glory  of 
Leban<m." 

A  traveller  who  has  ascended  this  vast  mountain,  cannot 
fiul  to  be  struck  with  profound  awe  and  astonishment  at 
the  works  of  the  Alm^hty.  *  All  the  objects  he  has  left 
behind,  and  considered  at  one  moment  as  great,  appear  to 
diminish  at  every  step  he  takes,  and  absolutely  dwindle 
into  nothing.  He  is  surrounded  by  frightful  excavations, 
torrents,  and  volumes  of  clouds  rolling  hurriedly  down, 
piercing  every  cavern,  and  threatening  to  envelop  the 
whole  mountain  in  omiplete  darkness.  Terror  possesses 
him  at  every  step  he  takes  in  the  ascent,  when  he  passes 
'  along  the  edge  of  yawning  gulphs,  apprehensive  of  locddng 
on  the  track  he  has  left  behind*  He  must  repose anentire 
confidence,  when  sitting  on  bis  mule,  in  its  sure  and  steady 
steps.  Ultimately  he  rejoices  at  gaining  the  summit,  when 
he  finds  all  his  labour  recompensed,  and  he  is  riveted  to 
the  spot  in  silent  wonder ;  he  is  prompted  to  exclaim  in 
the  sublime  language  of  Scripture^  '^  Thou  art  worthy  to 
receive  glory,  honour,  and  power,  for  thou  hast  created  all 
things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created/' 
In  this  solitude,  delighted  with  the  contemplation  of  many 
interesting  objects,  conceiving  he  has  arrived  in  a  new 
world,  beholding  a  horizon  of  pnxljgiouaextent^  and  enter- 
taining an  idea,  from  its  vast  altitude,  that  he  can  abso- 
lutely grasp,  as  it  were,  at  command,  the  whol0  of  this 
sublunary  world,  which  he  now  supposes  to  lie  under  his 
feet,  his  soul  cannot  but  be  elevated  to  that  Omnipotent 
Being,  who  sits  upon  the  circle  iof  the  earth,  in  whose 
sight  the  inhabitants  thereof  appear  as  grasshoppers.  Such 
a'tttnation  would  lead  him  to  think,  that  in  proportion  as 
h^  is  raised  above  the  habitations  of  men,  all  vulgar  senti- 
ments are  left  behind,  and  the  soul,  in  approadiing  the 
sstherial  regions,  shakes  oS  its  earthly  afiections,  and  con- 
tracts something  of  invariable  purity.     At  the  same  time, 

*  Pialm  cjuixix.;6. 
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•dlliough  the  travdlar  may  fed  akinn  M  finding  its  «ai|uiik 

doYered  wkU  sitow,  which  has  been  aationtly  alluded  to  as 

x)overing  this  mountaki  *i  and  apprebensive  the  pfoseeatkut 

of  his  route  may  be  interrupted ;  yet  he  ought  to  be  eon*  J 

sried  by  reflecting  that  this  is  done  in  infiirffee  .wisdom» 

even  during  the  period  of  harvest  t    The  place  in  joU  pro- 

habiliQr  is  a  dq>dt  for  it,  till  its  dissolutioil  takiss  fiao^ 

undep  the  influence  of  sumBier  heat,  when  it  a£^rds  mp* 

pUes.  <rf*  wa<»r  to  the  plains  below,  and  fills  those  brooks 

which  have  been  dried  up  by  the  power  of  the  sun.  ^ 

By  great  exartkmSf  and  after  using  every  propei:  cautiooy 

I  mg^t  fortunatdy  foiced  a  passage  through  this  body  of 

sn0w  to  the  other  side  of  the  amnmit,  y^hen  the  vast  plain 

of  Aven  'came  into  view,  which  is  referred  to  by  one  of  the 

•prophets  §,  as  signifying  vanity,  firom  the  ididatrous  wor^ 

tship  a(  Baal,  vrfiidi  tock  place  in  a  dty  situated  at  the  top 

of  this  valley,  of  whidi  I  shdl  -have  occasion  to  qpeak  at 

anbdier  time  more  particularly.    I  descended  frpm  Moimt 

Lebanon,  and  after  tmvelling  some  time  along  the  plain, 

crossed  a  river  of  considerable  breadth  mad  rapidilj,  by  a 

'bri^;e  of  thirteen  arches,  and  arrived  at  a  khan  of  the  most 

defdorable  description^  crowded  with  dirty  Arabs,  yih&k  1 

threw  mysdf  oh  the  ground,  almost  in  a  state  of  esdiaustioD^ 

from  the  fitfigiie  of  this  arduous  day^s  journey. 

Early  next  mcnusngj  after*  P^7^  ^^  (be  ground-xent 
of  this  den,  I  set  out,  and  on  leaving  the  plain  at  some 
dtstanee,  traveled  over  a  chaki  of  mountains  charae- 
tetised  by  great  gloom  and  wildness,  and  neariy  the  whole 
day,  wider  a  seorching  siin^  without  perceiving  a  single 
ol^eot  either  to  delight  the  eye,  r^esh  the  mind,,  or  divert 
the  attentaon.  In  the  course  of  thisi  journey  I  was  led^ 
indeed,  to  fear,  ihata  ciQr  of  so  much  beauty  and  eaUent 
as  Damascus  was  represented  to  be,  never  conU  be  situ- 
ated In  such  a  wjld  soMtade^  and  tlravefore  concluded  that 
the  muleteer  had  been  altogether -out  in  his  reckoning,  as 
€o  the  prqoer  route,  in  the  direction  of  it*.  At  one  particu- 

*  Jer.  xviiL  14.        f  Prov.  xxv.  13.        J  Psalm  civ.  10 — 15. 
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Jar  s{M>t,  he  stopped  i^iort,  took  hcdd  of  my  muU^  sans 
oerennonie,  brou^t  it.totbe  side  of  the  road,  and  after 
securing  it,  observed  a.  profound  silence,  in  wliich  I  was 
disposed  to  think  there  was  something  mysterious.  He 
then  spread  out  some  rags  on  the  ground,  kneeled  down, 
bowing  himself  to  the  earth  *,  kissing  it,  and  standing  np^ 
alternately,  offered  up  prayers.  After  occasioning  the  d6- 
lay  of  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  an.  hour,  he  unloosed  the 
idiimal,  led  it  into  the  road,  and  desired  me  to  more  fer- 
.ward,  ojBfeiing  not  the  slightest  apology  for  the  inters 
ruption.  This  incident  cannot  fail  to  remind  us  of  a  com- 
mon practice,  during  the  period  when  Christ  was  on  earth, 
observed  by  those  who  exulted  in  the  ostentations  of  de- 
votidn,  to  be  seen  of  men,  which  called  forth  his  marked 
reprobation,  f  After  a  tedH>us  and  weaiy  journey,  I  came 
to  the  top  of  a  rock  or  precipice,  perhaps  about  1500 
feet  in  height^  just  at  sun-set^  when  Damaacos,  or 
Shan,  as  it  was  called  by  the  mideteer,  which  may  have 
«ome  reference  to  the  person  under  that  name  who  was 
the  son  of  Noabf,  and  all  its  surrounding  beauties,  in  the 
•prodigiotts  plain  where  it  is  situated,  was,  on  a  sudden, 
stretdied  out  before  the  eye,  forming  a  truly  striking  cob- 
.  tuast  to  the  scenes  I  beheld  fdong  the  solitary  track,  over 
the  mountains  that  I  had  travelled  during  the  whole  dqr, 
which  excited  as  much  surprise  as  delight 

Z  am  altogether  unequal  properly  to  describe  the  sub^ 
limity  and  grandem:  of  the  view  which  spread  around  tnm 
thi»  eminence,  and  the  deep  impreask>n  it  made  on  my 
mind.  That  pint  of  the  plidn  immediately  imder  the  moun- 
tain presented-  the  appearance  of  a  vast  luxuriant  gavden ;  in 
the  centre  of  it  was  the  city  trf*  Damascus,  ornamented  with 
its  domes,  minarets,  and  towers,  in  every  other  part,  lifting 
up  thrir  heads  among  the  trees ;  they  add  to  the  beauty 
of  this  prospect,  standing  in  one  direct  line^  running  from 
east  to  west.  The  pure  craters  of  a  river  flow  copmusly 
through  the  town,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants^  as  well 
.  as  the  supply  of  the  numerous  and  rich  gardens,  which 

*  Genebie  xxiv.  52,         f  Matt.  vi.  5.         t  Genesis  vL  10. 


«ncirde  and  adorn  the  diy.  This  leadls  me  to  add  that 
the  mode  adopted  to  dean  the  channds  of  the  i^arioaa 
streams  about  this  dty,  is  to  place  on  them  boughs  of  trees, 
which  are  dragged  by  oxen,  and  the  driver  sits  on  them  to 
press  them  down.  A  vast  waste,  or  sandy  desert,  lies  to 
the  right,  whidi  leads  to  Palmyra,  Babylon,  &c*  Never 
did  I  behold,  at  any  moment,  a  prospect  more  luxuriant 
and  glorious ;  to  equal  it  I  can  find  none,  excepting  a  view 
fitxm  the  top  of  Shooter's  Hill,  near  London.  I  hastSy 
descended  this  mountain  for  the  city,  when  my  spirits 
became  cheered  at  the  consideration  that  I  had  now 
attained  it,  after  all  the  toil,  labour,  and  privations  I 
had  experienced.  After  proceeding  by  a  long  winding 
road,  through  the  gardens  in  its  vicinity,  protected  with 
high  walls,  formed  of  mud,  I  reached  one  of  its  ports  or 
gates,  where  I  alighted,  with  the  view  of  walking  through 
Ae  ^town,  leaving  my  nmie  in  charge  of  the  servant,  to 
fdlow  me ;  when  shortly  after  he  was  overtaken  by  a  per- 
son who  sat  at  the  gate,  who  rudely  demanded  a  caphar  or 
tax  for  entering  the  dty.  This  Inroaght  to  my  recollec^n 
.the  similar  office  of  tax-collector  which  exist^  in  the  tisie 
of  our  Saviour.* 

Under  a  conviction  that  the  firman  of  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior  •  would  at  once  operate  as  an  exemption  fix>m  thb 
donand,  it  was  presented  to  the  person,  but  he  presumed 
to  throw  it  on  the  ground  with  contempt,  exclaiming,  that 
he  ndther  regarded  the  one  or  the  other.  This  was  a 
most  daring  act  on  the  part  of  a  mussulman,  since  fttr 
offienees  comparatively  trifling  in  their  nature,  to  this,  he 
often  sufiers  instant  decapitation.  This  appeared  to  nie 
more  extraordinary,  from  the  omsideration,  that  such  an 
authority,  with  the  autograph  of  the  Grrand  Signior,  is,  in 
general,  hdd  of  so  sacred  a  nature  by  Mahomedens,  that 
diey  hardly  presume  to  handle  it  without  previously  wiping 
their  chedL,  when  they  salute  it.  The  violence  of  this 
individual,  and  the  remonstrances  on  our  part,  haviikg 
drawn  tc^ther  a  crowd,  it  was  considered  prodent  that 

•  Matt,  ix.  9. 


we  should  leave  'him,  holding  out  at  die  same  tone  -aa 
assoranoe  that  his  conduct  should  be  represented  to  the 
Boch^  After  passing  through  different  streets,  I  arrived 
at  the  Franciscan,  or  convent  of  St.  Paul,  situated  at  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  city.  Knocking  at  the  gate,  per* 
mission  to  enter  was  not  obtaiiied  till  I  had  answered  certain 
questions,  put  by  a  servant,  who  spoke  through  an  aper* 
ture  of  it,  covered  with  iron  bars.  On  being  permitted  to 
go  iny  it  appeared  as  if  the  place  had  only  been  inhabited 
by  this  domestic,  as  no  other  person  was  seen  moving 
about,  and  a  dead  silence  reigned  within  its  walls.  At  this 
time,  which  was  mid  day,  all  the  Monks  had  retired  to 
sleep  a  few  hours,  according  to  their  practice^  after  they  had 
finished  dimmer. 

After  resting  till  they  had  awakened,  I  paid  my  respects 
to  the  Superior,  a  young  man.  On  this  occasion  I  had 
aa  abundant  proof  of  the  importance  of  travelling  wit^  the 
patent  letter  from  Rome,  to  which  I  have  so  frequently 
alluded.  After  desiring  me  to  be  seated,,  he  asked  if  I  had 
brought  any  letter  from  the  Grand  Superior  at  Jerusalem, 
as  without  this  I  could  not  be  received  in  the  convent. 
I  answered  that  I  had  not,  although  I  met  him  at  Naza- 
reth, and  he  did  not  offer  any;  independent  of  which 
I  hardly  conceived  that  recommendations  in  the  shape  of  a 
letter,  or  otherwise,  was  at  all  necessary,  since  I  had  come 
frcrni  England.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  looked  as  if  re- 
solved I  should  not  remain,  and  I  thought  of  keeping  him 
still  further  in  the  dark.  On  affecting  to  shift  the  subject, 
he  always  reverted  to  it,  and  after  parrying  him  off  some 
time,  when  he  repeated  the  same  peremptory  orders,  I 
told  him  that  it  was  a  possible  case  I  might  discover 
some  kind  of  recommendation  when  I  had  opened  my 
baggage. 

I  was,  upon  this,  conducted  to  an  apartment,  and  when 
I  had  found  the  Roman  letter,  I  gave  it  to  my  servant  to 
deliver  to  the  Superior.  A  short  time  afl^r  his  reverence 
entered  with  the  letter,  accompanied  by  the  Monks,  all  of 
them  scraping,  bowing,  offering  congratulations  on  my 
arrival,  and  i^logising  for  the  observations  which  had 


been  made*  This  was  followed  by  an  offer  to  lender  Bie 
every  service^  in  consequence  of  the  Papal  commands,  as 
they  called  them,  contained  in  the  letter;  and  it  thus 
proved  to  me  to  be  of  much  higher  importance  than  I  had 
originally  calculated  upon. 

I  am  disposed  to  think  it  probable  that  this  hesitation, 
on  the  part  of  the  Superior,  to  admit  me  to  reside  in  the 
convent  without  some  recommendation,  originated  from  an 
imposition  too  (rfben  practised  by  persons  having  recourse 
to  such  institutions,  merely  to  tfdce  up  their  abode,  and  live 
for  some  time,  without  any  compensation  whatever.  In* 
stances  of  this  I  have  personally  known  from  those  I  met 
with  in  the  convents,  which  was  e^^tremely  mean,  and 
taking  a  most  reprehensible  advantage  of  the  liberality  of 
the  Monks, 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

CITY  OF  DAMASCUS.  —  POPULATION. '^  MATERIALS  OF  BUII^D- 
INGS. —  EFFBCT     PRODUCED    BY    THE    SEASONS.  —  BAZAARS. 

.  —  PILGRIMS  FOR  MECCA.  —  CAFES  —  SACRED  PLACES  AL? 
LUDED  TO  IN  SCRIPTURE.  —  INTERVIEW  WITH  MINISTER 
AND  PACHA.  —  RESULT.  —  RISK  OF  ADOPTING  CHRISTIAN 
DRESS  AT  DAMASCUS.  —  DANGER  OF  PROCEEDING  TO  PAL- 
MYRA.—  HINTS  TO   TRAVELLERS. 

JLIamascu$  rianks  as  a  city  of  high  antiquHyy  since  we 
read  of  it  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  sacred  volume,  dis* 
tingaished  as  a  theatre  of  muiy  extraordinary  events, 
Standing  at  the  head  of  Syria.*  '  It  was  to  this  place  that 
Abraham  repaired  in  piirsuit  <>f  the  monarehs  who  brought 
his  brother  into  that  state  of  captivity,  from  whidi  he 
rescued  him,  and  by  whom  it  is  supposed  to  have  be^n 
founded,  f  It  was  here  also  that  garrisons  were  established 
by  David  after  he  subdued  the  Syrians  t ;  a  multitude  of 
them  were  brought  ci^tive§,  and  Ahaz,  king  of  Israel, 
ofiered  up.  .sacrifices  to  the  gods  of  Damascus  ||,  and 
destroyed  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God.f  It  was 
here  that  Saul,  once  a  persecutor  of  Christ,  and  his 
church,  and  who  shed  the  blood  of  the  saints,  by  a  most 
wcmder&l  act  of  divine  power,  became  a  convert  and  a 
zealous  advocate  of  the  Christian  &ith.  It  must  be  con- 
sidered .to  have  been  a  place  of  extensive  trade  and  com- 
marce^  since  during  the  flourishing  state  of  Tyre  it  is 
alluded  to  by  the  Prophet,  as  a  distinguished  town  for  mer* 
chandize  and  riches.** 


*  Isaiah  vii.  8.  t  Genesis  xiv.  14, 15,  16. 

i  1  Chron.  xviiL  6*  §  2  Sam.  viii.  5.  ||  2  Cbron.  xxviii.  5. 

%  Id.  v^viii.  24.  **  Ezek.  xxvii.  is. 
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The  dty  ii  two  miles  in  length,  from  east  to  Irest,  and 
appears  to  have  been  fimnerly  inclosed  with  three  strong 
walls  for  its  defence.  The  first  was  the  greatest  in  point 
of  elevation,  between  which  and  the  second  was  a  ditch, 
and  the  third  had  an  exterior  wall,  which  was  the  lowest 
They  had  towers,  some  in  a  circular  form,  and  others  in 
the  shape  of  a  sqaare»  The  first  is  the  only  perfect  wall  at 
this  moment,  the  others  are  broken  down,  and  the  ditch 
fill!  of  rubbish.^  The  place  is  beautifiiUy  situated  in  the 
very  bosom  of  gardens  and  orchards,  which  highly  con-* 
tribute  to  its  ornament;  the  circumference  of  the  whole  is 
calculated  at  twenty  miles  and  upwards.  I  walked  over 
the  town,  and  although  in  the  Oriental  dress,  which  I  at- 
tempted to  imitate  in  every  part  as  dose  as  possible,  since 
the  place  is  held  peculiarly  sacred  by  Mohammedans,  yet  I 
was  at  once  recognized,  particularly  in  passing  the  bazaars, 
when  the  Damascenes  exclaimed  '*  Inglesse  —  Inglesse." 

The  air  is  pure.  The  streets  are  narrow,  probably  with 
the  view  of  shading  its  inhabitants  fi^m  the  power  of  a  hot 
sun;  and  the  present  mat^ials  and  mode  of  building,  I 
can  entertain  no  doubt,  must  have  continued  from  the 
earliest  period  of  time.  The  houses  are  of  the  colour  of 
day,  resembling  the  meanest  cottages  in  Britdn,  and  built 
aft^  the  form  of  those  I  had  occasion  to  speak  of  at  Jeru-* 
salem,  of  perishing  materials  f,  bricks  which  have  been 
dried  in  the  sun.  Few  of  them  have  floors  of  wood.  They 
are  flat  on  the  roof,  or  terraces,  which  are  spread  over  and 
made  firm  with  a  kind  of  plaster.  Many  of  these  are  sur« 
rounded  by  mud  walls,  or  battlements,  of  four  feet  in 
height,  to  prevent  accidents:):;  several  domestic  ofiices  are 
performed  on  the  roofs,  such  as  drying  linen  and  flax, 
&c  §  It  appears  from  the  language  of  one  of  the  prophets, 
that  such  roois  were  recommended  as  the  most  devated 
and  proper  places  to  sound  alarms,  in  order  to  be  heard  at 
a  great  distance  H,  which  gives  us  an  explanadon  of  a  par- 
tkular  expression  made  use  of  in  one  of  the  Evangelists,  f 

*  Pror.  xxtv.  f  l.  t  Ezek.  xiii.  11.  t  Dent  xxii.  8. 

$  Joshua  n.  6.  |  Iniab  xv.  9.  f  Matt.  x.  sr. 
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The  walk  of  such  superficial  houaes  are  Uabte  to  crack  *» 
aad  crumble  by  the  heat  of  summer,  which  creates  a  very 
offensive  dust,  mid  during  wind  and  rain,  which  occurred 
one  day  in  particuhir  when  I  was  at  Damascus,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  considerably  affected.  The  wet  penetrates, 
and  soaks  into  the  materials,  by  which  they  are  loosened, 
and  a  quantity  of  mud  is  thus  collected  in  the  streets 
which  has  been  washed  irom  them,  and  renders  it  in^pos* 
sU>le  for  the  pedestrian  to  move  along,  without  his  slip- 
pers becoming  useless.  It  is  to  the  effects  of  these  rains 
that  reference  is  made  by  one  of  the  Prophets  and  £van- 
gelists;f  It  is  extraordinary,  that  such  brittle  composi"^, 
tion  j:  should  be  resorted  to,  when  there  are  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood  which  might  afford  an  abundant  supply 
of  stone  for  founding  substantial  edifices.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  of  a  similar  composition  materials  were  formed 
for  building  the  tower  of  Babel,  and  edifices  in  Babylon. 

The  accommodation  in  the  houses  of  a  superior  class  is 
in  the  back  part :  the  inmates  are  here  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete seclusion,  and  effectually  guarded  against  all  inva- 
sion. There  is  a  large  quadrangular  courts,  finely  paved, 
ornamented  with  plants,  and  fountains  of  water,  and  open 
at  top.  In  short,  there  is  hardly  one  house  in  the  place 
without  a  marble  basin  and  water,  to  which  one  expression 
in  Scripture  may  be  applicable.  i|  The  floors  of  the  apart-, 
ments  are  covered  with  carpets,  large  couches,  like  wool- 
sacks^ and  pillows**,  where  the  Turks  lie  at  their  ease, 
in  iffeclining  posture,  smoking  the  finest  tobacco,  and  in- 
dulging in  every  sensual  Ratification.  There  are  few  or 
no  windows  to  the  street,  but  blank  walls,  with  a  gate  or 
wicket,  which  is  so  small  as  to  require  those  who  enter  to 
stoop  very  low.  Such  narrow  entries  to  the  houses  must 
have  been  alluded  to  in  the  expression  used  by  Christ  him- 
self, in  answer  to  a  question  put  to  him,  with  respect  to 
the  few  who  should  be  saved,  ff    The  houses  are  secured 

*  Amos  yi.  U.  f  Ezekielxiii.  U.    Luke  vi.  48. 

t  Job  iv.  19.  §  Nehemiah  viii.  16.  I  Prov.  v.  15. 

f  Gen.  xlix.  4.    Amoi  vi.  4.  **  Ezekiei  xiii.  18. 

ft  Luk<  nil.  94. 
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with  woodai  bolts  and  keys,  in  the  same  form  as  those  at 
Jesttsalem,  fonnerly  described.  It  is  imposable  to  detennuie 
if  these  were  the  kind  of  locks  and  keys  in  nse  antfently, 
Aougfa  there  is  certain  evidence  that  the  doors  of  houses 
and  other  places  were  secured  in  this  way.  * 

The  gardens  are  very  numerous,  but  no  order  appears 
to  be  obterved  with  reqpect  to  planting  trees.  There  are 
firuit  trees  of  different  kinds,  one  of  these  bears  the  plumr 
which  takes  its  name  from  the  city,  or  as  known  in  the 
English  language  by  that  of  Damson  or  Damascene.  I  for- 
merly bad  occasion  to  state  that  the  walls  inclosing  the  gar- 
dens were  composed  of  mud.  The  mode  of  making  these 
appears  to  resemble  the  plan  adopted  in  the  formation  of 
clay  for  bricks.  There  is  first  laid  along  the  intended  line 
of  wall  large  boxes,  open  at  top  and  bottom,  and  probably 
six  feet  and  upwards  in  length,  from  three  to  four  in 
breadth,  and  from  two  to  three  in  depth.  These  are  com*^ 
pletely  ^ed  with  such  materials,  afterwards  lifted  up  from 
line  to  Hne,  and  a  similar  process  is  repeated,  when  th^ 
soon  consolidate,  and  form  a  hard  substance  by  the  powerful 
heat  of  the  sun.  Similar  Operations  are  carried^  on  till 
the  wall  is  raised  to  the  height  and  length  it  was  proposed 
to  be  built  These  walls,  I  observed,  to  be  perforated  with 
small  holes,  inhabited  by  lizards,  which  are  seen  sporting 
with  delight,  some  of  them  of  an  enormous  l^igth,  basking 
in  the  sun. 

Among  the  public  buildings,  the  zeal  of  the  early 
Christians  produced  churches,  and  a  magnificent  cathedral 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist ;  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  mosque,  and  is  considered  the  largest  of  all  the  Moham- 
medan temples  in  the  city. 

The  castle  is  a  large  square  building,  with  towers,  cal- 
culated to  be  nearly  one  mile  in  circumference ;  it  is  like  a 
small  town  within  itself;  and  numbers  of  soldiers  are 
seen  lounging  about  this  place. 

There  is  a  considerable  bustle  from  the  trades  car- 
ried ^n  here ;    the  exports  of  various  articles  are  large. 

*  Judges  iii.  $?,  24,  25. 
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The  bazaars,  which  are  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  objects 
of  Curiosity,  are  in  general  crowded,  being  sheltered  from 
the  heat.  As  similar  establishments  have  been  introduced 
into  the  English  and  Irish  ]|;netropolises,  it  may  supersede 
the  necessity  of  giving  any  particular  explanation  of  them 
here.  The  numerous  professions  are  arranged  in  an  in- 
dependent and  methodical  manner,  each  having  its  own 
bazaar  separate  from  those  of  others.  Thene  is  one  for 
shoe-makers;  a  second  for  tailors;  a  third  for  saddlers; 
a  fourth  for  silversmiths ;  &c.  These  are  very  commodious 
for  a  purchaser,  who  has  no  occasion  to  move  about  dif- 
ferent bazaars  in  so  large  a  city,  but  has  a  specimen  of  all 
that  he  requires  before  his  eyes  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
place  where  the  particular  articles  are  exhibited.  The 
bazaar  of  Sinan/  founded  by  a  spirited  individual  named 
Sinan,  formerly  one  of  the  governors  of  the  city,  has  a 
decided  preference  over  all  the  others. 

The  eminent  skill  of  the  Damascenes  in  the  art  of 
making  steel,  particularly  the  blades  of  swords,  "is  unrivalled, 
arising,  it  is  said,  from  the  water  being  so  peculiarly  favor- 
able for' tempering  steel  as  well  as  iron;  they  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  articles  of  polished  life.  Knives 
are  also  manu&ctured,  and  the  handles  beautifully  ornar 
mented  with  gilded  flowers ;  in  short,  their  ingenuity  in 
inlaying  metal  with  gold,  is  unequalled,  perhaps,  by  any 
artificers  in  Europe.  The  manufacture  of  silk  called 
damask  was  originally  invented  here;  as  also  were  the 
cloths,  especially  those  of  a  red  and  purple  colour,  a  robe 
of  which  I  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price;  and  a  repre- 
sentation of  it  is  given  in  the  prefixed  plate. 

Among  the  different  gates  of  the  city  is  one,  where 
certain  articles  passing  through  are  exempted  from  duty, 
in  consequence  of  being  called  the  Port  of  Mecca,  and 
hence  it  may  be  considered  a  sort  of  via  sacra.  Damascus 
is  a  marked  place  of  rendezvous  for  pilgrims,  who  are 
to  set  out  on  a-  visit  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet;  the 
caravans  pass  through  this  gate.  As  a  proof  of  the  bene- 
volence of  government,  one  building,  on  a  large  scale,  has 
been   established  for  the  operation  of  baking  biscuit  for 
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their  me  on  the  journey*  These  caravansy  it  may  be  re- 
tnarked,  somettmes  ocnisiat  of  some  hupdredS)  nay^  I  wa^ 
assured,  thousands  of  people,  with  an  equal  numbar  of 
camek.  They  are  divided  into  ccMnpanies,  and  move 
idongin  this  form,  like  troops,  each  having  an  c^Soer  at 
its  head.  Camels,  as  I  formerly  observed,  have  each  a 
bell  round  the  neck,  as  represented  in  the  view  of  Damas- 
cus in  this  vfork,  and  the  tinkling  of  it  may  be  heard  at  a 
great  distance;  the  caravan  is  preceded  by  trumpets  bk>w- 
ing,  which,  we  learn  from  the  Scripture*,  was  also  adopted 
as  a  signal  by  the  chihfoen  of  Israel,  in  the  course  of 
their  joumies. 

Contiguous  to  the  city  is  a  fidd,  which  ha&  been  -set 
apart  for  the  Mahomedans  drawing  out  Iheir  troops,  -for 
perfonmng  military  manoeuvres.  There  are  places  of 
enjoyment  and  recreation  in  the  gardens,  and  on  the  banks 
of 'the  river,  where  the  delightfhl  native  Damask  rose  is  t0 
be  seen,  throwing  forth  its  sweets.  A  ca£^  is  very  attrac- 
tive,  and  is  capable  of  containing  about  a  hundred  persons* 
one  of  these  is  in  a  small  island  surrounded  by  the  river; 
where,  under  the  shade  of  trees,  and  seated  on  mats,  the 
Turks,  who  always  court  &e  most  cool  retreat^  loU,  and 
Y^gale  themsdves,  smoking  their  pipes,  the  hooka,  drink* 
ing  coffise^  sherbet.  Sec.;  many  of  them  wash  their  handi 
prevkms  to  usmg  the  pipe  as  well  a&  before  eadag.  In 
the  city  there  are  a  number  of  places  similar  to  pubUc^ 
boused  in  England^  the  coverings  and  roo&  of  which  Bte 
supported  with  rows  of  pQIars,  having  no  floors  but  liie 
bare  earth,  levdled,  beat  into  n  solkl  substance,  and  have 
wooden  benches  round  them ;  many  of  these  are  covered 
with  cloth,  to  imitate  sofas.  Paltry  as  these  places  appear 
to  the  eye  of  an  Englishman,  diey  are  r^^arded  by  the 
Damascenes  as  handsome;  they  crowd  to  them,  enjoy  smob- 
ing,  pass  hours  in  indolent  ease,  and,  from  the  oontentm^t 
which 'marks  the  countenance,  appear  parfectly  satisftedi 
they  consider  them  as  high  luxuries.  Provisions  are  in 
aboncbuice  in  Dfunascus,  and  the  finest  fruitt  are  Ma$o&^ 


*  Numbers  x.  s.    14  k.  &  6. 
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Me  in  price.  Tlve  wineff  are  strcHiger  tbaa  dlose  I  ntiet 
with  in  any  cotintty  in  ^diich  I  travelled.  Having  quailbd 
H  small  tumbler  of  wine,  at  entering  the  convent  on  my 
arrival,  in  oonseqaenoe  of  being  overpowered  with  &llgila 
and  heat,  under  an  idea  that  it  might  be  refreshing,  and 
I%hty  like  those  of  France^  I  was  thrown,  almost  imnie- 
diatdy,  into  a  state  of  stupidity,  or  sl%ht  intbxiefttioii^ 
which  put  me  on  my  guard  as  to  repeating  the' libation. 

'  According  to  my  information  Lady  Stanhope  pajrs  an* 
fl:ually  to  the  Pacha  two  thousand  piastres,  in  all  probability 
in  tlie  name  of  tribute  money,  and  as  an  adcnowledgement 
of  his  authofity. 

^  I  had  occasion  to  mention  the  marked  prgudice  of  the 
Mnssolman  to  the  costume  of  a  Christian,  and  the  insult 
received,  when  at  one  time  I  h^  availed  mjrself  dP  it, '  in 
walking  about  Jerusalem,  since  thb  dress  recals  to  his 
mind  the  strict  principles  of  the  fiiidi  professed  by  Chris- 
tians, so  diametrically  opposite  to  those  maintained  by 
himsdf.  The  peculiar  ofience  which  this  occasions,  appliee^ 
indeed,  to  all  parts  of  the  Holy  Land  where  any  Mahome* 
dan  is  to  be  found,  but  in  none  is  it  more  marked  and  des* 
pised  than  at  Damascus.  In  that  dty,  there  exists  the 
deepest  rooted  hatred  against  it;  but'above  all  to  the  hat 
lieing  worn,  in  consequence  of  the  dty  bemg  esteemed 
ptoillarly  sacred;  I  recollect  being  advised  to  be  ex^ 
tremely  cautious  in  assuming  any  part  of  the  Christiaii 
dress;  and  that  if  I  presumed  to  walk  about  with  a  baton 
my  head,  the  greatest  risk  would  be  encountered  of  finw 
feating  my  life^  a  hint  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  to  tn^ 
vellers. 

'  It  is  impossible  in  the  compass  to  which  I  am  liniited»  to 
attempt  a  description  of  all  that  attracts  attention  in 
Damascus,  tiie  general  appearance  of  which,  it  m$sy  be 
.observed,  i^seinUes  the  form  of  a  square;  but  considajng 
the  sole  motive  that  prompted  me  to  visit  Iei  place  sd 
extremdy  remote,  and  the  reflectbns  I  hate  todeavour^d 
from  time  to  time  to  embody  in  the  present  narrative^  it 
may  be  expected  that  I  should  describe  the  special  objects 
respecting  the  Christian  dispensation  which  exist  at  this 

u  2 
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moment,  iii  oonfinnation  of  the  evidence  of  its  autheii- 
tidty, 

'.  Litde  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  east  gate 
dPthe  dty,  or  as  it  is  called  Babe  SStiriEe,  is  the  spot  where 
Paul,  as  he  was  about  to  enter  its  gates,  breathing  out 
threatenfaigs  and  slaughter  against  the  Christians*,,  was 
arrested  in  his  persecuting  career,  encircled  with  a  cdestial 
luminary  or  radiance  of  glory,  eSLceeding  in  sfdendpur  even 
the  sun  itself  f,  and  struck  blind  by  the  powerful  arm  of 
Omnipoteace;  at  that  memorable  moment,  the  confederates 
who  accompanied  him  became  speechless,  by  a  voice  from 
heaven  thundering  in  their  ears.  X  From  this  miraculous 
conversion  may  be  dated  the  increase  of  the  church,  and 
the  tranquillity  which  professors  of  Christianity  in  the  east 
enjoyed.  § 

Should  these  pages  611  under  the  eye  of  an  infidel,  I  am 
aware,  that  this,  as  also  other  extraordinary  events  of  a 
Sacred  nature,  in  the  course  of  this  journey,  I  have,  nar* 
rated,  will  be  met  with  scoffi  ||  and  sneers.  I  must  how- 
ever assert,  that  this  last  act  forms  a  most  striking  instance 
of  the  miraculous  power  of  an  Almighty  .Being,  in  the  emi-? 
nent  sanctification  of  that  man  who  was  originally  a  blas- 
phemer, who  had  shed  man's  blood  f,  and  was  dassed 
among  the  most  violent  of  enemies,  afterwards  proclaiming 
boldly  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  that  Jesus  Christ 
WAS  THE  Son  of  God;  and  becoming  a  distinguished 
champion  of  the  &ith;  nay,  in  that  place,  and  to  those 
very  people  who  had,  a  short  time  previous,  been  the 
special  objects  of  his  blood-thirsty  vengeance;  who  were 
overwhelmed  with  astonishment  when  they  heard  him 
hold  out  a  solemn  assurance,  that  he  found,  on  a  due  cal- 
culation, all  things  in  this,  life  were  loss,  compared  with  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  his  Lord. 

The  exact  spot  where  this  striking  visitation  took  place, 
is  distingdished  by  masses  of  elevated  gravel  and  earth, 

where,  on  the  25th  of  January,  annually,  which  is  a.  day 

» 

•  Acts  viii.  3.  t  Acts  ix.  5  —  5. 9.  J.Aqts  ix.  7. 
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also  set  apart  iii  tHe  Church  of  tlngland^  in  conimemora- 
tion  of  the  event,  the  Christians  in  Damascus  ^valk  in  for* 
mal  procession,  and  read  the  history  of  this  striking 
conversion,  given  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostle ;  on  which 
occa^icm  it  is  remarkable  that  the  Pacha  of  Damascus 
affords  acccnmnodation  of  Turkish  guainds  to  protect  th^n 
from  insults.  Between  this  place  and  the  city,  a  piece  of 
ground  is  appropriated  for  the  interment  of  Christians, 
where  a  tomb  is  etected,  said  to  be  in  memory  of  an  indi- 
vidual named  George,  who  was  connected  with  the  city;  he 
suffered  martyrdom,  for  having  connived  at  the  escape  of 
Paul,  and  is  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  Saint  Here 
acts  of  demotion  are  performed  in  an  illuminated  hall,  and 
a  solitary  lamp  is  kept,  where  the  alms  of  visitors  are  soli- 
cited by  the  guardian  in  attendance. 

When  I  was  returning  from  this  sacred  ground,  my 
fedings  were  afiected  by  meeting  a  female,  in  company 
with  another,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  weeping  aloud,  and 
wringing  her  hands.  On  enquiry,  I  found  this  to  be  a 
custom  observed  during  a  certain  number  of  days  by  tlK>se^ 
who  had  been  deprived  of  their  friends  by  death*  The 
motions  she  made  approached,  in  some  degree,  to  those  of 
the  women  weeping  over  the  grave  at  Bethlehem,  which  I 
formeriy  alluded  to,  and  £d  not  appear  in  the  least  degree 
to  excite  the  attention  of  any  persons  passing  along.  A  for^ 
mal  mourning  annually  is  also  a  practice  followed  in  Persia 
for  the  dead;^  I  have  seen,  in  France,  on  die  anniversary 
of  the  death  of  persons,  formal  letters  addressed  to  surviv- 
ing relatives,  inviting  them  to  mourn  over  their  d^artare ; 
and^  at  that  period,  repair  to  church,  to  perform  acts  of 
devotion.  If  the  deceased  was  in  circumstances  which 
could  afford  the  expense,  the  church  is  hung  with  black, 
and  a  solemn  dirge  is  performed.  This  ceremony  occurs 
yearly  to  the  memory  <^  the  late  king  and  queen  of  France^ 
by  royal  proclamation,  at  which  I  was  at  one  time  a  wit- 
ness, with  the  greatest  pomp  and  solemnity,  and  the  royal 
family  attended. 

\Act«  ix.  25.  L*  7.  . ,..; 
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The  place  is  likeirise  ^ewn,  where  Pkul  was  secretly  to 
down,  imder  the  doad  aTni^  *;  fniAi  the  top  of  a  forci* 
ficatloob  U>  avoid  t^ie.  Mge  of  the  Jewis  who  attempted  to 
waf-lay  and  saicrifice  him  fi>r  his  diange  of  principles,  f 

This  parlskidifr  spot  is  pointed  outin  theviewof  Daaias- 
ciis  given  in  the  fr^mdspieoe^  where  th^e  is  a  windl»w  m 
die  i^per  part  of  the  wall  inclosing  the  city.  Near  it  wiH 
be  obtforved  an  (Mriginal  gate-wajr,  which  is  now  built  up. 

The  house  of  Judas,  in  which  Paul  was  found  in  prayer, 
under  his  new  character,  is  also  pouite^  out ;  this  is  a  mi- 
serable cellar  or  rather  grotto,  to  which  the  access  is  by 
descent ;  all  hallowed  abodes,  as  formerly  remarked,  having 
))een  in  general  taken  up  in  such  excavatfons. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  street  denominated 
Straight  in  the  Scriptures,  where  this  house  is  situate^ 
and  be  was  restored  to  sight  by  Ananias,  forms  theprin- 
apA  th^roughfore  in  the  cky^  which  is  of  considaralde 
extend .  and  fells  literally  lender  that  name^  since  it  runs  in 
an  EVEN  oa  direct  line,  t 

It  will  be  pbserved  that  afi  the  sacred  places  are  to  the 
east  of  the  city,  where  the  convent  is  situated,  *  and  the 
Christians  keep  in  a  body,  totally  distinct  from  the  Turktf, 
this  quarter  having  been,  in  all  i»obabilily>  selected  from 
those  events  which  occurred,  so  interestkig  to  theeause  of 
Christianity,  and  the  fiirtherance  of  ^e  gospel  of  peace. 

It  may  be  added,  that  there  is  oi^  remarkable;  twUlm 
respecting. a  meadow  on  i^e  west  side  of  the  dt^  divided 
in  the  middle  by  h  streasii  namdiy,  that  Qod  madf^  A^^B 
of  thiQ  eiNlii  pf  this  plain. 

To  the.  east  of  it,'  kafdini?  to  a  Mahomedan  burymg 
ground, ,  the  place  is  ported  oi4<  where  ^qhe  foro^,  i>f 
Naam<Mv  genorat  of  the  ki^g  of  Syri%  stood;  $       ^    r  / 

The  palm  ^rees  are  beaii#il»:^md  s^  propagated ^Jbgr 
pfamtKbg  th^^^hoojts  pinging  frfM^  the^ijoot.  ,No  treeJs 
iiiore  dui^Ue^  and  which  brakes  #1} '^^g^f^ij;^  4)f  weatbey^ 
Thedate  frees,  which  I  had  fom^erly oeeasion  lo  allude  ta$ 
are  also  noble  and  striking  objects.    From'^lieiioldbie^ 

*  Acts  Tx,  25.  f  Acts  ix.  2f,     2  Cor.  xL  52, 55. 
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iiatiinUyioKiMi)  on  the  bark,  tliey  tfipefur  ad  st^viy.aiid 
may  ba  ascended  with  fiicility;  aad  whare  the^r  are  it  con- 
yeys  a  certain  mark  that  vater  is  to  be  found.  The  fruit 
tbcy  yield  is  said  to  contain  medicinal  virtuesy  from  which 
tm  spirituous  Uqfkor  called  r^ee  is  made.  The  leaves  are 
^ployed  in  the  operation  .of  making  baskets,  mats,  8cc., 
and  the  stalk  in  formii^  fences  for  gardens.  In  the  vine- 
yards planted  here  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Holy  Land, 
there  are  wells,*  I  had  occasion  to  remark  th^  small 
buUdmgs^  similar  to  towers  were  erected  for  the  residences 
of  those  who  were  intc»ided  to  guard  these  from  the  inincur-* 
sionfr  of  rdb\3^^  which  strongly  reminds  us  of  tl^  words  of 
the  prc^het^  A3  some  of  the  vines  are  supported  by.  a  kind 
pf  gqpaare  &ame  of  wood  of  considerable  height,  I  should 
^nceive  they  point  to  that  part  of  Scripture  where^  in  re- 
ference to  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  a  man  is  said  to  sit 
under  his  own  vine. 

The  city  contains  upwards  of  an  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants;  but  notwithstanding  this  great  population, 
how  melancholy  is  th^  consideration  to  contemplative 
minds,  that,  such  is  the  awe  and  dread  of  human  power, 
so  small  a  remnant  b  .left  who  have  the  courage  to 
bow  to  the  GTCW  of  Christ,  and  sincerely  profess  the 
rdigion  which  had  been  preached  so  boldly  within  its 
walls  by  St  Paul  to  accomplish  salvation.  This  leads 
me,  to  advert  to  what  I  formerly  hinted,  namely,  that  a 
wide  field  is  here  opened  for  the  labours  of  the  missionaries, 
^r  other  chosen  vessels,  not  only  to  rouse  the  Mahomedan 
from  his  sleq)  of  delusion  and  security,  bpen  his  blinded 
ayes,  and  turn  him  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  but  to  establish 
praper  schools  for  instruoting  the  rising  generation  in  the 
frmdipltB  bf  the.  Qiristian  fidth,  that  they  may  impart 
tfaam  to  the  generations  following. 

On  retnming  to  the  monastery,  I  received  a  visit 
frcun  Fraaoois  Monmdi,  a  Christian,  who  at  one  time 
had  been  in  the  service  of  Ali  Facha^  as  physician,  and 

*  Ihimh,  XX.  17.  t  luL  ▼•  s. 
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had  been  waiting  some  time  at  Damascos^  with  the  view  of 
joining  a  caravan  which  was  expected  to  arrive  on  its  way 
to  Bagdad.  He  professed  himself  attached  to  the  English, 
and  cfEsred  to  render  me  any  services.  He  conducted  me 
to  his  house,  and  introduced  me  to  several  respectable 
Mussulmen,  when  I  took  an  opportunity  of  presenting 
them  with  copies  of  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  in  the 
Turkish  language,  published  by  the  Bible  Society  of 
London. 

Availing  myself  o(  the  politeness  of  this  gentleman,  I 
communicated  to  him  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Samaria  towards  Christians,  the  insult  I  personally 
received,  and  mentioned  I  had  expressly  taken  the  journey 
to  Damascus  with  the  view  of  representing  it  to  the  pacha. 
I  also  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  person  at  the  gate, 
and  the  disrespect  shown  to  the  firman :  he  called  on  the 
minister,  who  appointed  a  time  to  hear  these  statements 
from  me  personally. 

I  accordingly  proceeded  with  Marandi,  as  interpreter,  to 
the  o£Sce  of  the  minister,  and  found  him  to  be  the  brother 
of  the  person  at  Acre,  whose  countenance  has  been  so  in- 
humanly mutilated  by  Ejezzar:  and  having  discovered 
among  the  letters  of  recommendation  I  received  at  Paris, 
one  addressed  to  a  third  brother,  who  had  died  a  few  days 
previous  to  my  arrival  at  Damascus,  I  presented  it  to  the 
minister,  which  had  the  effect  of  insiiring  me  more  than 
ordinary  attention; 

This  public  officer  is  a  Jew  by  birth,  of  great  bodily 
strength,  corpulent,  and  appears  to  be 'the  very  image  of 
kmg  Henry  ^e  Eighth  of  England.  1  fbund  him  in  a 
long  blue  gown,  with  a  bushy  beard,  sitting  in  the  attitude 
of  a  tailor  cross-legged  on  his  shop-board,  in  a  mean 
apartment,  surrounded  by  several  persons.  He  desired 
me  to  be  seated  on  his  right  hand,  when<I.put  myself  in  a 
similar  position.  Durmg  this  timej :  he^ioainined  aind  read 
over  more  than  once  the  firman,  when  a  number  of  slaves 
entered,  briiiging  coffee  and  pipes :  and  after  presenting 
these,  Mr.  Morandi  repiesented  the  nature  of  the  com- 
plaint against  die  governor,  and  the  person  at  the  port. 
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On  this  the  namter  rose  and  direeted  us  to  fidlow  him  to^ 
the  pacha,  wh6  was  at  another  end  of  the  palace,  which 
we  did  accordingly,  and  conceiving  that  from  the  mouth 
of  two  witnesses  the  authenticity  of  my  statement  should 
be  established,  if  requisite,  I  had  the  mule-driver  and  my 
servant  in  waiting  for  that  purpose.  I  entered  an  apart- 
ment where  the  pacha  was  seated  cross-legged  on  a  superb 
carpet,  tossing  to  and  fro  on  his  fingers  strings  of  beads^ 
and  smoking  a  pipe ;  I  was  then  desired  to  si(  opposite  to 
'  him,  with  Morandi  on  my  right  hand,  and  I  also  again 
put  myself  in  the  same  situation.  Afler  clapping  his  hands, 
a  mode  frequently  adopted  in  the  East  to  caU  the  servants, 
several  slaves  brought  in  pipes  and  cofife^  which  were 
offered  us.  The  minister  then  threw  himself  on  his  knees 
before  the  pacha,  sometimes  lifUng  his  hands,  as  if  in  a 
suppliant  attitude,  and  applying  them  occasionally  to  his 
breast,  at  others  clasping  and  holding  them.up  perpendicu- 
larly, accompanied  by  a  rocking  of  his  body  to  and  fro, 
and  bowing  his  head  to  the  ground.  At  the  first  view,  of 
this  exhibition,  I  conceived  the  minister-  was.  ^i^aged  in 
some  act  of  Mahomedan  devotion,  preparatory  to  address* 
inghis  master,  but  afterwards  learned  this. was  an  attitude 
of  humility  on  the  part  of  one  person  makii^  official  re- 
presentations to  another,  superior  in  point  of  rank.  It 
was  with  difficulty  I  could  at  this  moment  attempt  to  follow, 
in  some  degree,  the  gravity  and  taciturnity  of  countenance^ 
for  which  the  Turks  are  so  much  distinguished.  I  have 
attempted  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  interview,  and  regret 
that  some  distinguished  artist  had  not  been  present  to  have 
given  a  correct  representation  of  the  whole  of  this  extras 
ordinary  sc^ie.  The  air  of  superiority  and  haughtiness 
assumed  by  the  pacha  was  as  striking  as  the  deep  humility 
of  .the  minister ;  and  although  I  was  a  stranger  to  the 
Turkish  tongue,  yet  I  could  sufficiently  comprehend  the 
language  of  countenance  and  si^s,  and  judge  from  the  tone 
of  voice,  that  an  impression  hiad  been  made,  on  the^nind 
'of  the  pacha  by  these  statements.  jHis  eyes  enlarged,  he 
pulled  up  and  drew  the  pipe  from  his .  mouth,  lodied  stear 
dily  in  the  face  of  the  minister  when  prostrate  at  his  feet, 


and  wevy  Bttdoa  wmA  to  ibow  the  dippkaMre  -the  t^pw^ 
soitatiou  had  exdted*  This  bd^  eDded»  we  left  the  padba» 
and  retmrned  to  the  effioe  of  the  iiihii8ter»  vribeii  he  acN 
quamted  Mr.  Morandi  that  I  diould  receive  next  d^  the 
opinion  of  his  master. 

Accordingly  on  the  following  morning  I  recmved  a  po* 
lite  letter  finom  the  minister,  expressing  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  make  a  visit  to  me,  from  the  pressmre  of  hmin 
ness^  and  informing  me  that,  widi  respect  to  the  goremor 
of  Samaria,  the  pacha  had  sent  off  express  to  him,  a 
Tartar,  with  letters  respecting  his  conduct;  and  as  to  the 
person  at  the  port,  hehadjustbeenpunidiedby  recemng 
two  hundred  strokes  on  the  soles  of  his  naked  feet,  was 
sent  to  jml,  and  a  fine-imposed  on  him.  . 
.  I  was  so  much  grMtfied  at  die  impression  whidi  ^ 
representation  of  the  conduct  of  the  goyemor  had  made 
en  the  pacha  of  Damascus,  whose  power  of  ell  others  he 
pecidiarly  dreaded,  and  that  the  very  long  journey  I  had 
takenin  eontempliUion  of  it,  had  not  been  in  vain,  ;duit  I 
dtspateh^d  an  account  of  what  passed  to  the  oonvei^ 
in  Jerasdem,  Ifazareth,  and^idiefs  tluKMighout  the  Hofy 
Land.<  Itiwst,  liierefiMre,  the  friars  were  satisfied  thata 
fifitmi^  will  eiww^  be 'found  to  plead  the  cause  of  sirffarmg 
liumadi^,  howein^  distant  he  mtsy  be  removed  from  the 
AoKB  dt  Albion,  exert  himsetf  in  maintaining  the^respeot 
and  seeiijri(^,  duiis  td  diose  wdo  bear  the  Quristisn^  sane; 
and,  if  it^  b^  possible,  crush  the  vindictive  and*  inhuman 
jeBbttB  winch  are  directed  by  Infidels,  toaisult  and  tnsM{de 
Aose  «nder  Ihieir  foet^  who  profess  fiuth  in  Jesus  Ciorist^As 
their  only  Saviour.  .  i 

During  the  'time  i  spent  here,  I  ^  in  wid»  a  medkal 
gentleman.  Monsieur  CSiaboicean,  who  was  a  natittB  «f 
France,  and  advanoed  in  years*  He  was  very  polite  to  m^ 
iBOd  had  Uwed  there  withr  his  aged  partner  for  many  years, 
i  epent  several  hours  ^eiy  pkasa^iy  with  this  vcnexaUe 
man,  whose  mind  was  enriched  by  reai^^g^  and  the^  obsei^- 
"aticMis  treasured  up  in  the  course  of  travdOiing.  Herd  I 
4nd  oooa«on  deeply  to  regtet  that  I  had  net  hrOB^A 
more  tiberal  supply  of  articles  wUch  are  of  so  ranch  conse- 
quence to  the  traveHar  to  maM  as  presents,  the  stodc  of 


iim^l  p;ifdumAi  h^iHng  hem  eifaaiuleid*  In  aonseqiiB^ce 
of  4u0:I:w#s  eb%ed  U> faavafi^ooiirse  to  n^  ic^se  of  r«pHs% 
Me  iif i^iiiiA  X  pseaietitad  to  IM^i^^  wbo  uppeai^  to  se^ 
a  li%)i:  NJpiw  dp  it^  from  being  of  British  maBu&eture* 

Ifyvwg  6e«n  all  that  Is  intejK^tiiig  in  DaiQi^ys,  I  now 
lifl^l^tie^  -a  wish  tp  go  forward  to  Palmyra,  to  view  its 
odebiated  niins,  and  make  it  the  extreme  pdjnt  of  lafij 
joumey  in  that  direction :  I  was,  however,  dissuaded  from 
ondertakii^  it  on  account  of  the  danger  to  be  encountered, 
from  the  Arabs  in  the  desert,  between  whom  and  the  pacha 
of  Damascus  there  was  at  this  time  a  kind  of  war&re^  and 
the  joumey  was  therefore  abandoned.  Travellers  who  now 
attempt  to  go  from  Damascus  to  Palmyra  run  risks  of 
falling  sacrifices  to  the  fury  of  the  Arabs,  from  a  drcum* 
stance  communicated  to  me  since  my  arrival  in  England^ 
l^  a  friend  he  met  in  &e  east  This  gentleman  had  been 
at  Damascus  some  short  time  after  the  author  left  it,  and 
was  deterred  frinn  visiting  Palmyra  from  the  same  cause; 
jQd  bis  reaching  England  he  had  occasion  to  congratulate 
himself  on  the  disappointment  he  had  experienced,  as  he 
rcodived  letters  ft<»n  some  Englishmen,  who  had  been  also 
dissuaded  from  undertaking  the  joumey,  but  resolved  to 
accomfdish  it,  and  had  set  out.  The  consequence  was  that 
they  were  betrayed  by  their  servants,  conducted  to  a  camp 
of  Arabs,  stripped,  robbed,  maltreated,  and  sent  adrift  in 
the  desert.  After  experiendng  sevare  sufferings,  and  bduqg 
on  the  eve  of  dissolution,  from  almost  total  privations,  they 
readied  Damascus  with  the  utmost  di£ficulty ;  and  having 
maide  a  complaint  to  the  pacha^  he  ordered  several  heads 
of  the  principal  persons  in  the  village  of  Hdms,  on  the 
confines  of  the  desert,  firom  which  they  had  set  out  with 
mules  and  guides,  to  be  strudi  ofi^  and  to  be  broi^ht  into 
Damascus*  In  explanation  of  this  it  may  be  observed,  that 
where  murders  occur  in  villages,  the  government  rarely 
make  a  seardi  for  those  who  commit  such  act%  but  hold 
that  a  respcmsibility  is  attached  to  the  Sheiks^  or  persons 
in  authority  there,  who  are  decapitated  in  the  event  of  their 
not  discovering  and  delivering  up  the  criminals.  I  would 
then  respectfully  entreat  traveller$  to  keep  in  view,  that 
retribution  for  blood  is  never  abandoned  by  the  ferocbus 
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Arab.  After  viewing  a  picture  in  die  dining  hatt  W  llie 
m<»iks,  which  had  been  pardcolarly  pointed  out  to  me, 
representing  the  apostle  Paul  on  his  knees  befinre  Anaiuaa 
receiving  his  benediction,  and  presenting  the  Superior  of  the 
conv^it  with  donations  for  the  poor,  he  gave  me  a  formal 
sealed  certificate  of  having  visited  the  city*,  and  I  departed 
from  Damascus. 

*  Appendix. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

P^ARTURE  FROM  DAMASCUS. —  ZACHALE.*-  BAALBECK.r- 
TEMFLk  of  the  sun. —  DESCRIPTION  .  OF  ITS  ORIGINAL 
GRANDEUR. —  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  TOWN  AND  RUINS. 
—  POPULATION.  —  FRIGHTFUL  STORM.  —  RETURN  TO 
ZACHALE.  —  OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ROOFS  OF  HOUSES  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF  RAIN.  —  INHABITANTS.  —  ANCIENT  CUS- 
TOMS. —  SCRIPTURE  REFERENCES.  —  PLOUGH. 

1  SET  out  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  March,  taking  a 
road  nearly  in  the  direction  I  had  travelled  from  the  vale 
of  Ayen  or  Baal,  after  descending  from  Mount  Lebanon, 
and  enjoying  a  final  view  of  Damascus  from  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  where  I  had  the  first  prospect  of  this  fertile  and 
delicious  territory,  with  all  its  surrounding  beauties.  After 
travelling  a  short  distance,  I  fell  in  with  some  Arabs,  of 
whom  some  suspicions  were  entertained,  from  their  keeping 
so  close  to  the  side  of  the  mules,  and  showing  an  anxiety 
to  enter  into  conversation.  When  a  hint  was  given  by  the 
muleteer  that  they  were  robbers,  whom,  he  had  reason  to 
suppose,  had  watched  our  departure  from  Damascus,  we 
slackened  our  pace,  and  fell  behmd,  until  we  were  over- 
taken by  other  travellers,  following  in  the  same  track.  By 
this  precaution  we  certainly  escaped  from  being  plun- 
dered by  these  savages,  who  appeared  to  be  in  rags,  with 
large  sticks  in  their  hands,  and  of  the  most  ferocious  aspect. 

I  halted  at  a  small  village  in  the  evening,  and  lodged  in 
a  deplorable  narrow  hut,  where  I  slept  on  the  ground, 
blocking  up  the  door  for  security  with  large  stones. 

Next  morning  I  proceeded  on  the  journey,  and  on 
reaching  the  plain,  struck  across  it,  in  a  diagonal  direction, 
to  the  other  side,  when  I  came  to  another  village,  called 
Zachale,  upon  a  commanding  elevation,  on  the  brow  of  a 
mountain,  frop  which  I  had  most  sublime  views  of  this 
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extensive  vale,  bounded  on  each  side  by  chains  oT  lofty 
mountains,  and  just  at  the  going  down  of  the  sun.  I  own 
the  grandeur  and  fertility  as  well  as  the  romihtic  and  se- 
questered situation  of  this  vale  strongly  impressed  me  with 
an  idea,  and  especially  (itmi  considering  one  passage  in 
Scripture  *  with  its  contiguity  to  Damascus,  that  the  Gar* 
den  called  Eden,  intimating  the  superior  beau^  of  the  re- 
gion known  under  diat  appellation,  may  have  been  locally 
situated  here.  I  lay  down  a  considerable  time  on  the  sheets 
till  the  muleteer  searched'  for  lodgings,  which  were  found 
with  difficulty,  and  I  ir^  conducted  to  the  hut  of  a  peasant, 
where  he  and  his  family  were  huddled  together  in  one 
apartment ;  they  were  civil,  and  accommodated  me  with 
one  comer  of  it  to  repose  in*  As  on  former  occadons,  I 
passed  here  a  most  disturbed  night,  in  consequence  of  the 
screaming  of  children  on  the  one  hand,  a  person  groaning 
in  bed,  labouring  under  some  disease,  on  the  other;  and 
being  annoyed  by  an  attack  of  vermin,  which  it  was  inipos- 
sible  to  guard  against,  although  I  slept  in  my  clodies^ 
where  they  burrowed  into  every  part. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  celestial  luminary  shone 
brilliantly,  gilding  the  mountains,  the  plan,  and  every  objedi 
around,  with  inexpressible  grandeur.  I  set  out  early  under 
the  expectation  of  completing  a  visit  to  Baalbeck,  attd 
returning  to  this  village  the  same  day.  Nothing  remark- 
able occurred  during  the  journey  beyond  the  sight  of  that 
romantic  and  picturesque  scenery  which  decorates  this  vale, 
and  about  mid-day  I  reached  Baalbeck. 

But  where^  it  may  be  asked,  is  that  man,  however  dis-' 
tinguished  by  his  composition,  or  his  eloquence,  who  can 
render  proper  justice  to  any  description  of  the  strSdng 
magnificence  of  a  city  of  such  antiquity,  and  the  sublime 
monuments  of  tiie  genius  of  human  creatures  ?  Before  f 
would  presume  to  attempt  some  &int  oudine  of  it,  let  me 
collect  a  few  scattered  thoughts,  and  silence  that  admiration 
to  which  fancy  may  be  prone  to  yield,  as  often  as  circutn- 
stances  occur  to  recal  tiie  exalted  grandeur  of  that  noble 
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yet  lame&Ulde  seene  of  min  which  may  be  fi^id  to  adorn 
it. 

Among  those  cities  which  are  distinguished  1^  Oriental 
nsmes  &  the  geography  of  Syria,  Baalbeck  may  be  ranked 
as  one  of  peculiar  eminoice  and  importance.  It  stands 
in  a  spot  so  exceedingly  retired,  and  at  sudi  a  distance 
firom  towns  or  Tillages,  that,  in  fiwt,  it  seems,  to  use  an 
ordinary  expression,  as  entirdy  shut  out  from  the  worlds 
This  city  is  sitni^ed  at  an  extremity  of  the  upper  part  of 
^  valley,  on  the  east,  and  between  Mount  Lebanom  on 
the  urest.  The  great  magnet  of  attraction,  which  draws, 
trayellers  to  this  spot,  is  unquestionably  to  behold  the 
proud  and  matddess  remains  of  avchitectiural  grandeur 
and  superstitious  splendour,  more  especially  the  antieot 
temf^  consecrated  to  die  SuH,  where  the  god  of  idoktry 
was  worshif^>ed  during  the  ages  of  gross  ignorance  and 
darkness.  The  view  itt  approaching  this  place  is  similar 
to  a  city  which  has  become  a  scene  of  ruin  and  desolation 
from  some  serious  bombardment. 

The  first  object  whidi  struck  me  near  to  it,  was  a  ro^ 
tundaof  marble^  almost  in  a  dilapidated  state,  and  appa- 
rmitly  on  the  eve  of  fallings  crowned  with  a  dome.  It  is 
of  Cionntfaian  architecture,  with  a  cupola,  adorned  with 
rich  cornices,  and  ornamented  with  figures  of  eagles,  and 
six  columns,  about  twelve  feet  in  hdg^^  .which  would  lead 
to  the  supposition  that  such  an  edifice  must  have  been  of 
Roman  origin,  since  that  bird  was  a  symbolical  represent- 
ation of  this  people,  as  much  as  an  owl  is  that  c^  the  Athe^ 
nians.  It  is  open  at  the  top,  but  appears  to  have  been 
covered. 

After  passing  diis  relic,  I  came  to  alofty  pile  of  building, 
composed  of  enormous  square  stones;  but  for  what  pur*^ 
pose  it  was  odginaUy  designed,  it  is  difficult  to  calculate. 
Going  beyond  it,  I  entered  a  noble  arcade,  of  considerable 
length,  oonstrujcted  of  gteat  blocks  of  masfmry,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  Grand  Temple,  which  absolutely  baffles  all 
description,  and  must  be  seen  to  be  believed  and  prap&tlj 
tmdeTsiood.  Any  person  who  has  the  slightest  taste  for 
beauty  of  architecture^  cannot  fial  to  reach  the  highest  pitch 


of  achiuralioii^  wliea  beholdio^  this  fionoius '  monunient, 
which  is  of  exquisite  workmanehipt  and,  perhaps,  the  most 
beautifhl  model  of  antiquity  now  in  existence. 

Lt  a  general  point  of  view,  the  edifice  appeared  to  re- 
semble  in  a  considerable  dq^ree  Ae  chardi  of  >8t  Fkul, 
Covent  Giutleo,  London.  The  colnmns  whidi  support 
the  whole  are  fifty^fiyor  feet  in  he^^t,  and  dbont  six  in 
diameter.  On  each  side  there  are  fourteen  pillars,  and 
ei^t  of  them  sustain  the  east  and  west  pmiicoes.  These 
lofty  objects  stand  separate  firom  each  other  about  nine^feet, 
and  at  an  equal  distance  fiom  the  wall  of  the  body  of  the 
temp^.  The  covermg,  whidi  stretches  £rom  the  archi- 
trave over  the  piUaf  to  the  wall^  is  formed  of  massy  stones, 
scoqped  out,  to  resend>le  an  arch;  and  in  the  centre  of 
eadbiis  a  representation  of  gods  or  gciddesses,  which  are 
carved  in  the  most  beautifid  manner  tlwt  imagination,  can 
almost  jQgure.  The  state  of.  many  of  these  effigies  beax^ 
evidence  of  the  hands  of  Mahomedans  having  been  lifted 
up  against  them,  who,  in.prosecutic»i  of  tiieir  hatred,  en- 
deavour to.  spread  descdation  around,  by  hurUn^  down  the 
noblest  remains  of  antiquity..  I  was  told,  that  at  one  time^ 
from  not  being  able  to  demoifah  a  part  of  this  temple  by  ma- 
nual labour,  they  blew  il  up  with  gunpowder;  uid  the  mins 
are  now  lying  abcHitin  huge  and  awful  masses.  Some  of 
these  relics  of  sculpture^  however,  from  bang  so  very  dis- 
tinct, appear  to  have  braved  all  attacks,  especially  those  of 
Mercury  and.  Jupiter,  in  the  shape  of  an  eagle,  canying 
oiS  Ganymede  in.  triumph,  whidJi-are  so  nicely  executed^ 
that  they  perhaps  exceed  every  thing  of  the  kind  to  fae 
seen  in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  It  woidd, 
however,  be  in  vain  to  describe  all  the  beauti^  which 
ccowd  this  stupendous  structure,  captivate  the  eye,  and 
oveipower  the  spectators  with  silent  wonder.  Hie  wb^ 
ceremonial  of  heathen  mythology  is  represmted  in  bas 
relief,  by  pnoeessions  of  individtols,  victims,  &c.  in  the 
highest  style  that  the  utmost  diietch  of  ingenuity  and  sat 
can  exhibit. . 

Thb  heathen  temple,  which  has  been  always  understood 
as  faultless  in  every  part,  from  that  corr^BCt  taste  and  sym* 


meffy 'which  hi»  be^tfi  gtudiously  obnehred,  has  ati  ascent 
by  a  flight  of  marble  dteps,  inth  a  bold  aiid  august  entrance, 
that  excites  adimratibn.  The  case  of  the  door  is  dbfoiit 
forty  feet  in  height,  and  thirty  ieet  in  width,  and  approaches 
in  its  appearance  to  the  great  western  entry  of  the  chufrch 
of  St.  Paul's,  in  London;  although,  in  point  of  beauty,' 
SmOk  the  ^idi  sculpture,  it  greatly  outstrips  it 

What  a  view,  however,  is  laid  open  to  the  traveller,  on 
entering  this  once  gorgeous  -  temple  \  The  mind  of  a  spec- 
tator, forciUy  struck  vrkh  awe  by  all  that  silrrounds  him, 
is,  as  it  were,  totally  lost-  in  admiring  die  crumbling  ashesr 
of  its  m^t  and  greatn^s,  and  weeps  over  the  ravages  of 
time,  and  the  barbarous  haiid  which  has  contributed  to  its 
bowing  in  the  dust.  The  roof,  which  must  have  been  of 
corresponding  magnificence,  is  totally  demolished,  and  itist 
interior  is  exposed  to  all  the  fiary  of  the  elements.  It  is 
divided  into  three  separate  aisles,  similar  to  those  of  Eng^ 
Ush  cathedrals.  The  c^itre  one  is  more  than  dotible  thte 
width  of  those  on  each  side.  Those  pillars  which  form 
the  aisles  are  of  Corinthian  order,  and  round  the  walls 
are  rows  of  jnlasters,  between  which  are  deep  recesses,  of 
considerable  he^ht,  where  formerly  there  in  all  probability 
^ood  eblossal  statues,  to  add  to  the  ornament  of  thisr 
temple.  At  the  upper  end  of  it,  I  ascended  by  steps  to 
the  ^sanctuary,  or  altar,  appropriated  for  the  worship  of  the 
idol,  ridhly  beautified  with  festoons  of  flowers,  birds,  and 
fruit,  cut  out  in -the  most  ingenious  and  natural  manner. 
T3ie,cpntempla|i<Mi  of  such  prodigious  momiments  of  Pagait 
grandeur,  not  only  afibrd  the  strongest  proof  of  earthly 
vanity,  and  how  futile  is  the  uthiost  exertion  of  the  in- 
genuity of.  mortals  to  secure  these  from  the  devouring 
hand  of  time,  but  show  that  deplorable  state  of  degrad- 
n^&oik  and  sttpm*stilK>n  in  which  nations  were  in\folved  dur- 
ing the  rude  ^[es,  in  c^ering  up  adoration  to  objects  made 
with  their  own  hands.  *  This  state  of  darkness  has,  how- 
ever, b^n  happily  dispelled  by  that  sun  of  righteousness 
which  arose   in  unrivalled  splendour  to   illumihate  our' 

*  I  Oorinth.  vni.  4. 
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world)  and  eonstatiite  the  U^t  of  imeMttX  trmtlt,  TbtM 
bfts  also  been  put  in  bur  haridsy  fi»r  which  an  tatcamai  law 
of  gratitade  should  be  engraven  on  die  heait,  the  Wosd 
of  God,  which  oontains  a  d^ar  and  most  inoontestaUe 
standard  of  truth,  and  calculated  to  make  us  wise  un,|o  sal- 
vation, where  we  aite  commanded  to  worship  Him  alone 
who  is  a  spirit,  and  who  is  not  confined  to  temples  made 
with  hands. 

A&er  satisfying  my  curiosity,  I  took  a  general  view  of 
the  frigfatfol  scenes  of  desolatioa  whkh  were  spread  aurousd, 
and  found  a  crowd  of  olgeots  to  excite  amazetnent  No* 
tihing  appears  more  astonishing  than  the  stones  which 
compose  the  wall  surrounding  them ;  tibe  dimensions  witt 
hardly  receive  credibili^.  Supposing  that  three  of  these 
stones  are  placed  end  to  aid,  they  will  be  fcmnd  to  extend 
to  fd3out  190  feet;  two  of  them  are  upwards  of  sixty  feet 
in  length,  and  the  other  about  three  feet  mcnre ;  and,  what 
is  more  extraordinary,  they  are  raised  from  twenty  to  thirty 
feet  above  the  foundation.  We  are  altogether  lost  in  con- 
jecture, as  much  as  in  viewing  the  material^  of  the  pyramids 
of  Egypt,  with  regard  to  the  exact  plan  which  was  foUowed 
to  raise  and  fit  these  emHfmous  stones  iito  diear  proper 
places  at  the  construction  of  the  buildmg;  and  also  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  scaffi>ldii^  onployed,  and  the  machinery 
adopted  to  bring  them  to  the  spot;  for  it  is  evident,  bs  I 
shall  afterwards  notice,  that  they  must  have  been  conveyed 
from  quarries  at  a  considerable  distance^  and  bqrond  the 
rily,  where  die  materials  were  discovered  for  evcKy. pur- 
pose of  building. 

The  next  object  is  the  theatre,  of  which  litde  more  tJban 
a  wall  is  in  existence.  I  proeeeded  through  an  arched  wqr 
or  subterraneous  passage^  ornamented  with  busts,  pxobsUy 
those  of  the  kings  of  Syria*  I  entered  a  sqilave  soffr 
rounded  with  buildings,  having  all  the  a^qiearanoe  of « 
magnificent  palace.  On  each  side  of  it  is  a  double  Jine  of 
columns  to  support  galleries,  and  affixid  a  covered  passage 
of  about  150  f&et  in  length,  by  sixteen  in  breadth.  The 
bottom  of  the  court  appears  to  have  been  occupied  by  the 
grand  portico  of  this  edifice,  consisting  of  statdy  Cbrinthian 


eolanmsy  eiich  of  one  ttdid  fhce  of  marUe,  and  of  the  finest 
proportions.  In  surveying  these  ruins,  we  may  be  ensUed 
to  form  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  samptuous  palace  of  a 
most  migkly  monarch*  At  every  step  the  eye  is  a!rre$ted 
by  an  infinite  variety  of  striking  objects  for  beauty  and 
grandeur,  such  as  galleries  extending  200  feet  in  lengdi» 
gigantic  p6rtals,  arch^,  windows,  and  enriched  with  fes- 
toons of  sculpture,  presenting  a  scene  which,  I  must  be 
allowed  to  add,  £dls  to  the  lot  of  few  men  to  behold*  To 
the  east  of  the  town,  on  the  side  of  a  rising  ground,  stood 
a  column  of  the  Tuscan  order,  about  fifty>*four  feet  ia 
height  and  five  feet  in  diameter,  which  has  now  bowed  to 
the  ground,  having  a  de^  channel  cut  in  it  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Contiguous  to  this,  there  was  discoveredy 
some  years  i^,  a  human  skeleton  of  exixaordinary  siza 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  I  came  to  a  ruin,  where 
there  is  the  source  of  a  fine  limpid  stream,  which  runa 
through  Baalbeck. 

All  the  descriptions  which  have  been  given  of  these  stu*- 
pendous  structures  are  involved  in  obscuri^,  so  &r  as  re* 
gards  their  founder,  and  the  period  of  being  erected. 
.These,  I  am  led  to  believe,  have  never,  been,  or  ever  will 
be,  correctly  ascertained ;  and  we  are  also  at  a  loss'to  con*» 
ceive  how  the  expence  of  such  relics  could.be  supplied  by 
private  liberality.  One  opinion,  indeed,  entertained  is, 
that  it  was  the  work  of  Solomon,  and  another  that  of  the 
emperor  Adrian ;  but  no  evidence  has  been  brought .  for« 
ward  in  confirmation  of  these  opinions;  although  it  must 
be  admitted  that  a  description  in  one  passage  of  Scripture, 
thoi^h  it  is  founded  merely  on  conjecture,  is  presumed  to 
apply  to  Baalbeck.  Here  I  am  disposed  to  think  thaj^ 
since  the  wcMcd  Baal  *,  and  Baalim  f  is  alluded  to  in  Scrip:^ 
ture,  it  might  be  presumed  that  under  this  title  the  sun 
was  appealed  to  as  an  object  of  worship,  as  we  find  that 
Josiah,  under  the  idea  of  atoning  for  the  sins  of  his  father 
Manasseb,  in  worshipping  the  host' of  heaven,  cut  down  the 
images,  and  destroyed  the  altars,  on  which  were  burned  the 
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bones  of  those  idolatrous  priests  who  had  offered  tip  in* 
cense  upon  them  to  Baalim.  The  enormous  stones  which 
have  been  employed  in  erecting  these  buildings,  may, 
indeed,  with  propriety,  be  compared  with  a  description  of 
those  of  the  temple  erected  by  the  wise  man  in  Jerusalem, 
which  has  been  unrivalled  in  point  of  splendour  by  any 
edifice  erected  in  the  world  during  all  ages.  *  Their  mag- 
nitude must  indeed  have  been  unquestionable,  since  they 
excited  the  astonishment  of  the  disciples  of  Christ  f  ,  which 
was  followed  by  his  prediction,  that,  notwithstanding  their 
apparent  strength,  they  should  be  utterly  demolished. 

But  whoever  was  the  author,  never  could  the  human 
mind  conceive  more  extensive  and  mighty  workmanship, 
fix)m  these  wrecks,  which  are  now  wrestling  for  an  exist- 
ence among  the  war  of  elements  and  the  ravages  of  time* 
What  an  awful  and  instructive  lesson  do  such  spectacles 
aSbrd  to  the  pride  of  man,  of  the-  instability  of  all  human 
grandeur.  The  very  names  of  the  founders  of  this  gorge- 
ous temple,  and  all  its  attendant  edifices,  cease  to  be  re- 
membered ;  nay,  have  never  been  transmitted  to  posterity,  i 
Their  memory  is  for  ever  perished,  even  from  the  local 
traditions  of  *those  miserable  barbarians,  who  live  almost 
buried  in  the  overwhelming  ruins.  They  are  impressed 
with  the  belief,  not  that  they  were  either  planned  by  inge- 
nuity, or  executed  by  the  labour  of  human  beings  like 
themselves,  but  are  absolutely  works  of  the  infernal  enemy 
of  mankind.  I  can  only  further  observe,  that  I  am  unable 
to  describe  niy  feelings  when  sitting,  as  it  were,  buried  in 
these  hideous  and  misshapen  mass  of  ruins,  with  the 
Scriptures  in  my  hand,  in  reflecting  that  my  lot  had  been 
cast  in  a  land  of  gospel  light,  where  the  knee  to  Baal  is  not 
bowed  $ ;  and  deplored  that  misery  and  ignorance  in  which 
people  had  been  plunged  at  that  period,  where  such 
edifices  were  erected  to  idol  deities.  This  c(Hild  dnly  call 
forth  a  silent  exclamation :  ^'  Among  the  gods,  there  is 
none  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord."  || 

•  1  Kings  vii.  8—12.        t  Mark  xiii.  1.        *  Wisd.  of  Sol.  ii.  4. 
f  Rom.  xi.  4, 5,  II  Psalm  Ixxxvi,  8* 
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After  I  had  for  some  time  stumbled  among  this  wreck  of 
matter,  and  been  r^eatedly  arrested  in  silent  wonder  ^hd 
contemplation,  I  pi^c^i^^eded  to  a  rock  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  place,  which  affords  decisive  proof,  that  the  immense 
stones  of  which  the  buildings  were  composed,  must  have 
been  taken  from  it,  as  vast  excavations  were  made  there.  I 
remarked,  in  particular,  a  huge  stone,  which  had  been  cut^ 
and  prepared  to  be  removed,  which,  on  measuring,  I  found 
about  twenty  feet  in  length,  seventeen  in  breadth,  and 
fourteen  in  thickness.  Although  this  must  have  remained 
in  the  same  spot  for  ages,  yet  the  stone  appeared  as  new 
and  fresh  as  if  the  operation  had  taken  place  only  the  pre- 
vious day ;  and,  similar  to  the  enormous  needle  of  Alex- 
andria, I  had  formerly  occasion  to  describe,  lies  prostrate, 
holding  but  defiance  to  all  human  power  to  move  it  from 
its  arm  situation.  ^     . 

Baalbeck,  which  was  originally  surrounded  by  walls  of 
considerable  strength,  part  of  which  remain,  was  unques- 
tionably of  peculiar  grandeur  and  consideration ;  the 
streets  were  crowded  by  the  busy  merchants,  and  her 
citizens  illustrious  by  their  spirit,  pride,  and  luxury,  who 
had  great  intercourse  by  trade  with  Tyre,  Sidon,  and 
other  cities  along  the  coast;  and  also  with  Damascus,  Ba- 
bylon, &c.  in  the  interior,  when  these  cities  were  in  their 
highest  fame  and  glory.  About  a  century  ago  it  contained 
several  thousand  inhabitants,  and  suffered  severely  from  an 
earthquake  in  the  year  1759,  when  thousands  of  human 
beings  were  swept  off.  As  it  exists  at  this  moment  it  is 
very  inconsiderable ;  the  houses  are  mean,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants from  four  to  five  hundred,  about  fifly  of  whom  are 
Christians,  and  marked  by  extreme  poverty.  I  brought 
letters  addressed  to  the  person  acting  as  governor,  which 
is  a  ludicrous  title  in  such  a  place,  but  he  was  from  home. 
I  was  ^accommodated  with  an  empty  apartment,  detached 
from  the  house  of  a  priest  of  the  Greek  persuasion,  where 
I  reposed  on  the  ground  all  night,  as  I  found  it  impracti- 
cable to  go  over  the  whole  place  in  half  a  day,  as  I  had 
contemplated.  1  had  oflen  occasion  to  enter  into  convers- 
ation with  some  of  the  ^latives,  who  followed  me  at  every 
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step»  and  are  in  the  greatest  ignoranoe»  and  attach  no  &)rt 
of  value  to  the  beauty  and  worth  of  these  precious  relics  of 
antient  ardiitecture.  Having  informed  diem  that  I  came 
from  England,  they  expressed  their  astonishment  that  any 
person  should  come  from  such  an  immense  distance  merely 
to  look  at  a  number  of  stones.  Some  of  the  houses  ap« 
pear  to  have  been  built  from  the  materials  which  these 
ruins  so  abundantly  afford,  yielding  a  remarkable  commen* 
tary  on  one  passage  of  Scripture  * ;  others  are  patched  and 
repaired  with  them ;  and  the  finest  Corinthian  capitals  are 
broken  off,  and  now  brought  so  low  as  to  afford  seats  at  the 
doors*  In  short,  on  almost  every  house  there  is  to  be 
found  some  inscription  on  the  stones  which  have  been  used 
for  its  formation. 

On  the  whole,  in  viewing  tliese  invaluable  remains  of  the 
art,  ingenuity,  and  physical  strength  of  man,  I  could  not 
refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise,  on  finding  that  a  spot 
of  such  interest  should  have  been  visited  by  so  few  of  those 
travellers  who  have  run  over  Egypt,  Greece,  Italy,  and 
other  countries,  in  search  of  relics  and  marbles.  I  am 
therefore  prompted  to  invite  the  artist  and  man  of  taste,  to 
direct  his  views  to  this  most  interesting  spot,  where  he  will 
be  supplied  not  only  with  the  highest  antiquities,  and  sub* 
jects  for  hi^  chisel  and  the  pencil,  but  for  serious  contem* 
plation. 

•  After  I  had  viewed  all  that  was  attractive  there,  I  intended 
to  have  followed  out  the  plan  I  had  laid  down,  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Tripoli,  and  from  thence  to  Aleppo ;  but  danger 
being  apprehended  from  the  snow,  which  lay  deep  on  the 
mountains  I  should  have  been  obliged  to  pass,  th6  journey 
was  given  up,  and  I  retraced  my  steps  to  Zachale.  I  enjoyed 
yesterday,  as  I  observed,  a  delightful  prospect  of  the  whole 
olain  and  the  surrounding  scenery,  under  a  glorious  sun, 
with  a  most  serene  atmosphere ;  but  to-day  I  beheld  it  in  the 
wildest  and  most  terrific  grandeur.  I  was  unluckily  over* 
taken  by  a  storm,  as  if  the  flood-gates  of  heaven  had  been  set 
ioose>  which  came  on  in  a  moment,  ahd  raged  wiA  mighty 

*  Jen  XXX.  18.    Lament,  ii.  9. 
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fiury,  couTeyiog^  ft  just  idea  of  tlie  end  of  bU  things ;  dimng 
ibis  tkne  thsre  was  a  solemn  gloom  and  darkness  spread  oHrer 
the  whole  huxL  The  rain^  emblematical,  as  represented,  of 
that  mercy  which  falls  Stom  heaven,  descended  in  torrents, 
and,  forcing  its  way  by  pouring  down  the  mountains,  was 
swept  along,  and  converted  into  volumes  of  thick  cloud  and 
mist,  by  the  extreme  violence  of  the  wind.  The  thunder  of 
heaven  upon  the  place  beneath,  as  '^  blessing  him  that 
gives  and  him  that  takes*,'*  rolled  loudly  over  head,  the 
echo  of  which  repeated  the  awful  reverberation  of  eveny 
peal  in  a  manner  most  appalling,  and  the  vivid  flashes  of 
lightning  threatened  to  shoot  forth  balls  of  fire,  f  This 
storm  appeared  to  be  more  tremendous  &om  the  solitary 
tract  I  travelled  along,  and  not  having  cotoie  in  contact  with 
any^  person  whatever.  After  witnessing  the  awful  and  striking 
grandeur  which  had  been  thus  displayed  by  God,  in  send- 
ii^  forth  messengers  to  fulfil  his  words,  I  reached  tlie  vM* 
lage  completely  drenched  with  rain,  and  found  my  clothes 
almost  useless. 

On  returning  to  the  hut  I  found  the  villager's  wife  en- 
gaged in  the  operation  of  baking  cakes.  I  was  peculiarly 
struck  by  some  customs  here,  as  corresponding  with  those 
in  the  earliest  ages.  In  the  first  place  the  fuel  was  supplied 
by  dried  dung  :|:  laid  on  the  hearth  §,  and  the  bread  made 
something  in  the  form  of  a  pancake,  but,  in  point  of  cir* 
cmnfer^oce,  exceeded  the  brim  o(  the  Ingest  Iiat  of  any 
quaker  I  ever  saw.  Each  of  these  was  exceedingly  thin^ 
and  folded  into  a  compass  that  admitted  the  whole  to  be 
put  at  one  time  into  the  mouth.  Some  of  the  cakes  were 
set  before  me  by  this  female,  with  butter  almost  in  a  liquid 
state,  and  presented  in  a  large  vessel  ||,  with  an  abundant 
supply  of  milk  and  honey.f  These  might  be  expected  in  a 
country  which  early  history  has  described  to  flow  with  milk 
and  honey ;  and  to  which  allusion  is  made  by  the  sacred 
writers,  in  their  glowing  descriptions  of  its  prosper!^.     In- 

*  Job.  xlvi.  14.  t  Jerem.  xi.  16.  |  Ezekiel  iv.  15./ 

§  Genesis  xviit.  6.  ||  Jud^s  v.  25. 

?  Isaiah  vii.  15.    Deut.  yiii.  s.    Id.  vi.  J.      . 
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dtted^  that  at  one  period  was  so  peotdiiir  a  delieaey)  tkot  it  tip* 
pears  to  have  been  hidulged  in  to  a  d^pree  of  access,  which 
called  for  an  observation  by  Solomon.  *  It  may  be  farther 
remarked^  that  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel  in  the 
Holy  Land,  other  kinds  of  combustible  are  used  for  pre« 
paring  provisions ;  for  instance,  withered  herbs,  plants,  and 
twigs  of  the  vine.  In  the  application  of  these  we  can  easily 
recognise  the  practice  of  old,  in  the  words  of  our  Divine 
Teacher  f ,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  lattar  is  con- 
spmed,  reminds  us  of  some  important  remarks  of  the  pro* 

phets4 

Most  of  the  Arabs  wcnre  a  blanket  thrown  over  them^ 
which  were  used,  and  as  I  particularly  had  occasion  to  ob-» 
a^rve,  by  all  the  muckraa  or  muleteers,  who  accompanied 
me,  and  indeed  by  my  servant,  as  a  cover  to  sleep  in  during 
the  night  $;  their  ^teeth  may  be  described  as  those  in  the 
primitive  age,  as  white  as  milk.  )|  They  consider  the  ce- 
remony essential  in  washing  their  hands  before  taking 
meals,  which  was  the  mode  of  the  Jews  K  and  Phariseea.  ** 
A  girdle  is  fixed  round  the  body,  and  their  poignards  are 
attached  to  the  side  of  it ;  also  an  inkhorn,  which  is  about 
a  foot  in  length,  with  a  small  vessel  at  the  end  in  a  square 
form,  and  lid  to  clasp  over  it,  which  bears  reference  to  an 
alluidon  of  the  prophet  ff,  and  is  alluded  to  by  the  Aposde 
in  his  description  of  the  Christian  armour.  :(f  The  females 
are  wrapped  up,  and  carefully  conceal  their  countenances 
by  veils  §§,  and  wear  trowsers  covered  with  their  petticoats. 
The  water  in  this  country  is  excellent,  remaricably  pure,  and. 
is  supplied  by  springs  from  the  valleys  and  hiUs.||  ||  These 
peculiar  customs  necessarily  lead  me  to  observe,  from  the 
numerous  allusions  contained  in  the  Word  of  God  to  the 
Holy  Land,  that  it  is  necessary  to  study,  with  some  degnse- 
of  care,  the  history  of  this  interesting  spot,  in  order  to  form 

•  •  » 

'  •  *  PJrov-  XXV.  27.        t  Matt.  vi.  50.        J  Araos  ir.  11,  Zech.  ill  ^. 
§  Exodus  xxii.  27.  ||  Gen.  xlix.  12.  ^  Matt.  xv.  2. 

♦•Markiii.  4.  ft  Kzekiel  ix.  2.    ..        It  Ephe*.  vi.  14*" 

(§  Gen.  xxxviii.  14.    Song  v.  7.    ftaiah  iii.  25. 
II tl  Dent.  viii.  7.    Id.  ix.  11,  .     .       :. 
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a  clear  and  distinct  meaning,  to  discover  the  force  and 
beauty  of  this  place  of  sacred  writ* 

I  was  surprised  at  the  cradles  used  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  in&nts ;  these  were  exactly  in  the  form  of  a 
scale,  with  ropes  suspended  from  the  ceiling.  When  the 
parents  go  to  bed  it  is  shifted  with  the  child,  and  fixed 
to  a  hook  in  another  part  of  it,  so  as  to  hang  almost  right 
over  their  faces,  which  they  can  keep  for  a  considerable 
time  in  motion  by  the  slightest  touch,  so  as  to  lull  the  baby 
to  sleeps  who,  it  may  be  added,  is  wrapped  up  similar  to  a 
mummy.  The  plough  here  is  drawn  by  oxen,  as  of  old. 
The  former  is  after  the  simple  model,  as  that  used  at  Na- 
zareth, which  I  formerly  described.  The  fields  are.  not 
divided  by  furrows.  Notwitlistanding  I  assumed  the  cos- 
tume of  the  Ea^t,  as  the  Arabs  had  received  bints  I  was 
an  Englishman^  I  seemed  to  be  in  their  eyesi  a  vara  avis 
in  terriSf  or  an  object  of  curiosity.  They  came  into  the 
hut,  gazed  upon  me,  and  marked  every  motion,  however 
trifling,  stooped  to  examine  my  boots  and  the  heels  witli 
a  piece. of  iron,  and  annoyed  me  extremely,  by  remaining 
in  the  place  till  early  next  morning,  that  prevented  me  re- 
tiring at  a  proper  hour  to  sleep. 

.  The  population  of  Zachale  may  consist  of  2000,  and 
the  majority  are  Christians.  At  this  time  many  of  them 
were  engaged  in  drawing  rollers  over  the  roofs  of  their, 
faoases,  which  are  flat  like  terraces,  and  covered  with  a 
mixture  of  mud  and  small  stones.  This  appeared  &vorable 
for  the  operation  during  a  fall  of  rain,  when  they  were 
smoothed  over,  so  that  they  might  become  hard  and  con-. 
soUdated  during  the  heat  of  the  sun. 
*  At  taking  leave  of  the  villager,  who  afforded  me  accom-^ 
modation,  I  was  amused  at  his  expressing  to  my  servant 
ao  anxious  wish  tbiat  he  should,  marry  and  take  with  him 
his  only  daughter.  This,  however,  he  declined,  and  jocu- 
larly informed  him  that  the  baggage  on  the  mules  had 
been  already  sufBciehtly  heavy. 
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YINAL  DEPARTURE  FROM  ZACHAj:.B.-*-CR0S8IX6  THE  MOUN- 
TAINS.-^  WRETCHED  KHAN.  —  VIEW  OE  BAYREUTH  FROM  AN 
EMINENCE.  —  ARRIVAL.  —  DRUSES.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 
TRIBE.  —  HINTS  TO  MISSIONARIES. — OPINIONS  ENTERTAINED 
BY  DRUSES  OF   SOUL  AFTER  DEAT9.  —  THE  CALF  AN  OBJECT 

OF  IDOLATROUS  WORSHIP   IN   THEIR   TEMPLES. PRINCE  OF 

THE  MOUNTAINS.  —  BAYREUTH.  —  POPULATION.  -—  SNGLISB 

CONSUL.  «—  CONVENT.  — «  TOMBS.  •—  FIELD  OF   ST.  GEORGE. 

COMPLAINT  OF  MONKS  RBCEIVINQ  NO  PECUNIARY  (ASSISTANCE 
FROM  FRANCE.— -OBSERVATIONS.  — REFLBCTIONS  ON  LEAV- 
INQ  HOLT  LAND. 

After  I  had  rewarded  the  villager  for  loc^ng,  and  had  been 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  gazuig  Arabs,  I  set  out  early  on 
the  5th  of  April,  and  ascended  mountains  of  great  altitude, 
passing  along  several  covered  with  snow,  approaching  to  a 
state  of  dissolution,  when,  benumbed  with  cold,  I  arrived  at 
a  deplorable  l^han  on  the  summit  of  one  erf*  them,  where  I 
halted  for  the  night,  and  slept  on  the  ground  in  the  very 
worst  den  I  had  seen ;  in  truth,  such  as  an  Englishman 
would  have  apprc^riated  exclusively  for  the  use  of  his 
swine. 

The  next  morning,  after  paying  for  this  ground-reat,  I 
departed  by  sun-rise,  and  after  travelling  some  time  along 
an  elevation,  a  boundless  view  opened  of  the  country  be* 
neath,  the  mighty  ocean,  and  Bayreuth,  which  appeared 
Situated  close  to  the  shore.  I  then  descended,  and  after 
riding  along  a  very  steep  and  broken  roadj  reached  the 
bottom,  passing  through  some,  beautiful  gardens  and  vine* 
yards.  Here,  the  mulberry  tree  is  much  cultivated,  wbidi 
is  alluded  to  in  the  sacred  volume.  *     These  were  very  re-^ 

*  2  Sam.  y.  25^24.  1  Chron.  xir.  H. 
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firei^hing  to  the  eye^  after  the  cold  and  barren  regions  over 
which  I  had  traveled*  They  are  ahuost  contiguous  ta 
the  towU)  where  I  arrived,  proceeded  to  the  convent  of 
St  Louis,  and  after  being  specially  interrogated  by  a  monk 
with  a  jealous  eye,  who  held  the  door  in  his  hands,  as  to 
the  country  I  had  come  from,  my  object  in  travelling,  and 
other  questions,  he  threw  it  open,  and  I  entered  and  was 
shown  into  a  small  room. 

Bayreuth,  which  has  been  originally  strongly  walled 
round,  is  situated  upon  an  edge  of  the  sea,  on  a  rising 
ground,  and  to  the  north  side  of  a  promontory,  with  one 
small  port.  It  is  considered  a  place  of  antiquity,  and 
called  Berytusi  it  was  taken  by  Baldwin,  king  of  Jerusa* 
lem,  and  repeatedly  changed  masters  during  the  holy  com 
test  About  the  period  of  the  introduction  of  Christianity^ 
it  was  distinguished  by  an  institution  for  the  study  of  jurist 
prudence,  and  had  the  honour  of  calling  into  puUic  life 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  civilians.  It  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Druses,  from  whom  it  was  captured  by  the 
Turks,  who  are  at  present  in  possession  of  it. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  this,  extraordinary 
tribe  is  supposed  to  owe  its  origin  to  El  Durzi,  who  came 
from  Persia  into  Egypt  in  the  eleventh  century ;  although 
another  account  derives  its  existence  from  the  stragglers  cS 
Christian  armies  which  had  been  engaged  in  the  sacred 
warfare.  Bayreuth,  under  the  reign  of  Emir  Faccardine^ 
their  prince,  was  considered  of  some  importance :  he  con* 
tributed  much  to  its  improvement,  and  the  rukis  of  his 
stately  palace  are  still  pointed  out  to  travellers^ 

When  I  was  at  Cairo,  I  received  a  letter  of  introduction 
'from  father  Raphael,  a  most  intelligent  monk,  to  Apsire 
Keysar,  the  present  prince  of  the  Druses,  or  of  the  Moun- 
tains, as  he  is  sometimes  called:  his  residence  is  abou^ 
twenty  miles  distant  from  the  town.  I  transmitted  it  to 
him,  regretting  circumstances  prevented  me  fi^m  visiting 
him ;  report  appeared  favourable  to  his  character ;  and  he 
had  shewn  partiality  towards  the  English  as  a  nation, 
lliis  extraordinary  people,  who  are  calculated  at  upwards 
of  100,000$  keep  close  together,  about  Mount  Lebanon, 


316  ORUt£8. 

and  may  be  in  all  probability  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews, 
vfho  considered  it  as  an  unlawful  thing  to  keep  company,  or 
come  unto  one  of  another  nation.  No  Mahomedan  is  per- 
mitted to  reside  in  their  particular  district  Bayireuth  is 
particularly  frequented  by  them,  for  the  supply  of  the 
articles  they  have  occasion  to  use ;  and  I  observed  several 
walking  in  the  streets.  In  the  dress  of  the  females,  many  are 
distinguished  with  a  large  horn  placed  in  an  upright  position 
in  their  forehead,  with  a  scarf  or  shawl  thrown  over  it  to 
veil  their  faces.  This  afibrds  a  most  striking  commentary 
on  one  particular  passage  of  the  volume  of  inspiration.  * 
AU  accounts  agree  in  pointiifg  them  out  as  an  unenKght- 
ened  people,  involved  in  the  grossest  idolatry  and  error ; 
and  the  variety  of  circumstances  related  to  me  of  their 
tenets  were  so  mci-edible,  that  I  am  ahnosf  ashamed  to 
touch  upon  them  in  writing*  Although  to  some  readers  it 
may  appear  extraordinary,  that  at  the  present  day  rational 
and  immortal  creatures  should,  in  place  of  fearing  the  only 
living  and  true  God,  f  be  found  to  kneel  down  before  an 
inanimate  object  of  any  description  or  strange  gods ;  f  yet 
it  is  a  fact,  that  there  exists  among  this  sect  the  relic  of  the 
ancient  mythology  of  Egypt;  for  the  representation  of  a 
cal^  formed  of  wood  and  covered  with  gilding,  is  elevated 
in  their  temple,  before  which  they  prostrate  themselves,  and 
offer  up  solemn  adoration.  From  this  deplorable  state  of 
blindness  the  natural  conclusion  would  be  that  the  Druses 
have  no  religion. 

This  country,  in  like  manner  as  those  I  formerly  des- 
cribed, op&is  a  field  for  the  labours  of  missionaries  who  are 
disposed  to  turn  men  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  I  would  strongly 
recommend  them  to  go  to  this  people,  cause  them  to  cast 
away  these  worthless  objects  of  idolatry,  and  offer  up 
adoration  to  Him,  before  whom  every  knee  should  bow,  and 
every  tongue  confess,  and  as  the  only  name  under  heaven  by 
which  the  salvation  of  their  immortal  part  can  be  obtained.  § 

*  Psalm  Ixxv.  5.    lb.  v.    lb.  xii.  f  IvCor.  iii.  11. 

X  Judges  X.  14.  Exod.  xxxii.  8.  Levit.  xxvi.  1.  Jeremiah  L  3S, 
Wisdom  of  Sol.  xiii.  10.  xiv.  8. 

§  Psalm  Ixxxix.  15.  1  Cor.  iii.  11. 
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This  mode  of  worship  must  powerfully  recal  to  the  mind 
of  the  reader,  the  interesting  account  transmitted  by 
Kevelatiofi,  of  the  resistance  whidi  was'  made  by  certain 
subjects  of  a  mighty  monarch  to  the  commands  he  had 
publicly  proclaimed,  calling  on  all  his  subjects  to  fall  down 
and  worship  a  golden  idol ;  the  strong  trial  of  faith  exem- 
plified by  three  of  them  who  resisted  the  injunction,  and 
their  miraculous  deliverance,  accomplished  by  the  power 
of  God,  fix)m  that  blazing  furnace  into  which  they  were 
thrown  headlong.  * 

In  the  course  of  a  history  imparted  to  me  of  the  doctrine 
of  transmigration  entert^ned  by  the  Druses,  I  was  inform- 
ed, that  one  opinion  which  they  hold  is,  that  after  death 
the  souls  of  persons  who  have  exercised  a  virtuous  course 
of  life  pass  into  horses,  well  fed  and  kindly  treated; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  vital  principle  of  those 
who  led  a  wicked  or  sinful  course,  enters  into  those  animals 
wliich  are  starved,  and  are  doomed  to  be  treated  with . 
severity  by  their  owners. 

Little  respect  is. paid  to  degrees  of  relationship  in  the 
nuptial  band,  since  they  intermarry  with  their  nearest 
kindred,  as  if  no  law  whatever  existed  to  regulate  the  in- 
tercourse  of  the  sexes ;  this  union  is  even  permitted  be« 
tween  brothers  and  sisters.  Those  who  lead  a  life  of  celi- 
bacy, are  particularly  distinguished  by  wearing  white 
turbans.  Faccardine,  the  prince  I  have  alluded  to,  whose 
name  is  mentioned  with  respect,  was  not  free  from  some 
singular  opinions,  •  for  he  introduced  an  extraordinary 
custom,  which,  it  is  said,  his  lineal  descendants  observe^ 
and,  indeed,  many  dissipated  characters  in  our  own  coun- 
try follow,  though  from  different  motives ;  namely,  that  of 
turning  day  into  night,  from  an  idea  that  princes  cannot 
repose  in  a  state  of  security  but  in  the  day,  when  the  im- 
proper designs  of  men  are  more  accurately  witnessed,  and 
counteracted  by  their  guards;  whereas  during  the  night  it 
16  incumbent  on  diem  to  be  watchfiil,  lest  traitors  should 
take  advantage  of  darkness  and  sleep,  to  execute  treason- 

*  D^.iiL.14.ai.  97.      > 
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iJble  piurpoMSi.  AllliOngh,  this  tribe  may  In  OM  poidt  of 
ynew  be  ocmddered  as  in  a  sttite  of  independoice^  yet  it  i$ 
■pdewteod  thej  pay  a  sum  yearly  in  the  name  of  tribvte 
money  to  the  Gtand  SUgaior^*  and  aa  an  acknovkdgemeaut 
ef  his  supreme  authority. 

•  Nothing  is  to  be  seen  in  the  town  of  Bayreuth  very 
striking  to  the  eye  of  a  travdW;  he  me^s  vith  no  insult 
in  the  CJhristian  or  European  costume.  The  streets  are 
gloomyf  remarkably  narrow^  and  in  the  centre  is  a  holfew 
place  like  a  gutter,  barely  sufficient  for  a  Isxae  to  more 
along;  the  houses  are  built  of  stone,  and  the  inhabitants 
are  upwards  of  8000,  1500  of  whom  are  Christians. 
The  chief  work  I  observed  canying  on  was  that  of  making 
wooden  trunks  and  boxes,  which  are  not  joined  or  fiistened 
by  nails,  but  wooden  pins,  daubed  over  with  paltry  figures 
in  green  paint,  and  of  such  miserable,  coarse  woifkmandiipt 
that  the  most  clumsy  carpenter  in  any  viUage  m  JKrttaoi 
would  be  ashamed  to  allow  to  come  from  his  hands.  The 
gardens  about  the  town,  which  are  beautiful,  and  abound 
with  fruit,  appear  to  be  the  most  interesting  oljects* 
Signior  Loreila,  an  Italian  by  birth,  acte  as  Ibgtish  consul 
under  the  one  at  Acre,  who.  called  and  took  me  to  his 
house,  and  from  whom  I  afterwards  reccaved  a  card  to 
dinner,  with  the  address  of,  ^^  To  Mi  Lord  Inglesse 
IVSaon."  He  showed  mudi  hospitality,  but  was  loud  id 
his  complaints  that  he  had  not  been  permitted  to  dispjay 
the  Engliah  flag,  a  privilege  which  hsd  been  exclu^vely 
granted  to  the  consuls  at  Alexandria  and  Acre.  The 
pIBcial  costmne  of  tibe  consul  was  xather  ludicrous,  con^ 
sisting  of  a  long  red  doak,  with  half  boots,  high  cocked 
hat,  like  that  of  a  Fraichman,  white  waistcoat  and  bsaedies^ 
with  a  long  goldtheaded  cane,  carried  m  his  hand*  aimilair 
to  those  uaed/by  medical  men  of  the  old  school. 
,  The  convent  h^«  is  one  (^ the.worst  I  ever  entered^  an^ 
is  inhabited  by  a  solitary  monk,  Father  lodiano.  At  ijm 
time  he hadbeen  joined  by £ither  Nkcda^  a  monk,. who  alse 
lives  alone  in  a  small  convent  in  the  moutitains,.and'jbr  Ae 
purpose  of  assisting  some  religious  solemnity.  Indiano 
appears  to  be  in  a  state  of  poverty^  and  altogether  destitute 
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qf  the  ^Qfm&ntts  to  be  met  wi^i  in  tb«  otber  noBostearles ;  he 
is  obliged  ta  buy  his  proTisions  ready  cooked  from  a  bazaar. 
This,  ecdesiastic  complained  to  me  in  tears,  how  much 
he  had  been  disa|^>ointed  in  this  convert  not  having 
received  pecuniary  assistance  from  France,  ^though  th«»i> 
v«pe  Qbligations  on  his  part;  that  the  letters  on  this  sul^ect 
be  had  transmitted  to  the  Ambassador  of  thai  country  at 
Qonstantinople  had  met  with  no  attention,  alid  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  could  lay  the  matter  befere  the  king  o£ 
France.  This  leads  me  to  observe^  that  complaints  of  a 
similar  nature  were  made  from  the  inmates  of  many  other 
qoQvents  I  visited,  but  in  none  did  I  find  them  more 
strong  than  the  Franciscan  Monastery  at  Jerusalem,  in  which 
I  took  up  my  residence.  The  justice  of  these,  itwill.be 
seen,  is  iiiUy  confirmed  by  the  communication  alluded  :to% 
I  broug^  from  the  oldest  of  the  Monks  to  visit  Chateau** 
briand,  who  states  that  not  a  ferthing  had  been  received 
for  years  from  France.  Knowing  the  extreme  poverty  dS 
&e  Mcmks,  the  truth  of  ther  statement^  and  the  rigorous 
c^xactions  made  from  them  on  the  part  of  the  Infidels,  I 
have  fi^eatedly  addressed  the  French  government  through 
the  noble  Viscount  Munster,  who  is  a  kni j^  o£  the  Holjft 
Sepuldnre^  and  has  travelled  in  the  country,  and  must  have 
occasion  personally  to  know  the  circumstances  of  dtia 
Moines,  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  not  be  lost  sight  o^ 
9iggesting  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  transmitted  to 
ike  convents  from  the  peculiar  principles  of  obligatioii  on 
the  part  of  France,  a  catholic  country,  and  I  am  satisfied  it 
would  be  judiciously  applied  to  urgent  necessities.  The 
donation  of  Oeoige  the  Fourth,  though  a  Protestantf^ 
I  adverted  to,  who  was  under-  no  ^adi  obligation,  but 
which  was  presented  firom  inotives  of  humanitfr,  never  will 
be  forgotten  by  the  Monks  as  an  act  of  generosity  on  tbe 
part  of  our  gracious  Sovereign ;  it  hdds  out  a  ix)ble  eac* 
ample  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  to  go  and  d6  like^ 


*  AppeiMii  2.  t  See  page  S14. 
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la  the  convei^t  of  Bayreuth,  notwithstanding  the  rigid*^ 
law  observed  by  the  brotheiiiood  respecting  tiie  exclusion 
of  females  firom  residing  within,  or  even  entering  the  walls 
of  these  instituttoas,  yet  I  found  an  upper  apartment  whidi 
was  ihhd:>ited  by  a  family,  consisting  of  a  man  and  his  wife 
widi  several  duldren,  and  for  th^  use  c^it  the  Monk  recrived' 
r^gukriy  a  sum  for  rent  A  garden  with  fruit  trees  adjoins 
ike  convent,  where  there  are  vauhs  which  the  Monk 
opened  omtaining  several  cofiins,  in  'which  the  ashes' 
repose  of  several  persons  who  fell  at  the  siege  of  Acre» 
some*  of  whom  were  my  countrymen.  At  some  distance 
from  this  place,  is  the  Beld  where  it  is  understood  St* 
George  came  in  contact  with  the  Dragon. 

I  had  it  originally  in  contemplation  to  have  proceeded 
from  Bayreuth  to  Aleppo  and  Tarsus,  but  now  proposed 
to  circumscribe  the  journey,  and  therefore  made  arrange- 
ments to  embark  for  Cyprus,  and  rewarded  the  poor  Monk 
for  his  accommodation. 

Having  now  travelled  over  the  Holy  Land,  which  may 
be  considered  as  terminating  in  this  direction,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  c^r  a  very  few  observations.  Having  particu- 
larly marked  the  tyrannical  conduct  experienced  by  Chris- 
tians, it  was  often  to  me  a  subject  of  the  deepest  regret 
that  such  a  country  should  be  permitted  to  be  under  the 
dominion  of  Mahomedans,  bitter  enemies  to  idiat  people 
who  profess  those  {Hriiiciples  which  had  been  personally 
taught  in  it  by  Him  who  spake  as'  never  man  did,  and  is 
the  great  author  and  finisher  of  our  feith ;  I  have  also  to 
express  surprise  that  the  Christian  governments  (do  not  co- 
opoBte  in  wresting  it  out  of  the  hands  of  barbarians. 
Should  this  object  be  decided  upon,  from^  which  the  most 
important  coasequences  would  be  produced,  it  could  not 
fell  under  the  description  of  a  scheme  of  speculation^  and 
novel  in  its  nature.  *  Let  us  keep  in  view  that  particular 
period,  when  from. a  sound  which  bad  rung  throughout 
Europe,  a  flame  was  lighted  up,  enthusiastic  desires  dis^ 
played,  and  the  sword  unsheathed  against  the  enemies  of 
the  cross  of  Christ* ,  13iat  these  holy  fields,  over  which  his 
feet  had  walked,  were  the  distinguished  theatre  of  Ei^lish 
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chivalry,  the  walls^of  Jerusalem  were  broken  down,  and 
the  triumph  of  the  belligerent  Christians  terminated  in  the 
subjugation  of  that  city,  by  hoisting  the  standard  and  dis- 
playing the  banners  of  the  cross  on  its  shattered  battle- 
Bieqts ;  and,  finally,  that  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  despised  and 
contaminated  by  infidels,  had  been  rescued  from  their  bar-* 
barian  hands* 


•        « 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

DEPABTURE  FROM  B AYRSUTH.  —  CTPRUSU — CONBIRMATION  OB 
DRUSES  WORSHIPPING  THE  CALF.  —  ATROCITIES  OF  BUONA- 
PARTE.—  LARNICA. —  SOIL. —  CONSULS.  —  SALT  LAKES.  -^ 

VISIT    TO    THE    CAPITAL.  —  FORTIFICATIONS.  —  DYING. 

COINS.  ^ — WATERING  VINEYARDS, —  LOCUSTS.  —  TYRANNY  OP 
THE  TURKS  OVER  THE  GREEKS.  —  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE 
ISLAND  TO  BRITAIN.—-  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  A 
*  GOVBRNMBNT  FOR  GRBEKS.  —  RETURN  Tt>  LARNIOA.  -^ 
STRANGE  BIRTH  BY  A   CYPRIAN  WOMAN. 

In  giving  an  historical  account  of  my  travels  in  the  East, 
it  was  originally  my  intention  to  have  confined  it  to  what 
immediately  respected  the  Holy  Land.  On  further  con^ 
sideration,  however,  I  have  been  induced  to  extend  the 
narrative  to  some  other  countries  which  I  visited  in  my 
return  to  England.  I  shall  thus  be  enabled  to  present  to 
the  reader  a  complete  view  of  the  whole  journey  firom  my 
departure  till  I  again  reached  the  British  shores.  Some  of 
the  places  now  to  be  described,  are  referred  to  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  as  the  scenes  of  events  which  contri- 
buted to  the  promotion  of  the  Christian  faith.  A  general 
account,  however,  is  now  only  to  be  expected. 

I  embarked  at  Bayreuth,  in  a  small  crazy  vessel,  with 
twenty  passengers,  sailing  direct  for  Cyprus.  One  of 
these  I  found  to  be  a  medical  man,  proceeding  to  that 
island,  with  a  view  of  introducing  the  practice  of  vaccin- 
ation. He  had  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Prince  of 
the  Mountiuns,  who  confirmed  the  fact  of  the  Druses  offer- 
ing worship  to  the  "  standing  image"  of  the  golden  calf; 
having  been  actually  a  witness  to  the  fact  in  one  of  their 
temples.  From  his  information  also  I  learned  that  he  had 
been  employed  in  the  capacity  of  assistant-burgeon  in  dif- 
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ferent  caxn^gns  under  Buonaparte.  He  related  a  num*  ' 
ber  of  crimes  perpetrated  by  him,  which  cried  aloud  for 
the  divine  vengeance.  I  shall  not  record  all  the  tragical 
events  he  mentioned,  but  merely  allude  to  the  following. 
On  a  memorable  retreat  of  the  French  army,  the  emperor 
being  informed  that  many  of  his  soldiers  who  had  been 
wounded,  were  incapable  of  being  removed  from  an  hos» 
pital,  and  that  others  were  on  the  eve  of  dissolution,  gave 
orders  to  shorten  the  period  of  existence  by  poisoning 
them.  They  received  accordingly,  under  the  pretended 
form  of  medicine,  administered  for  their  recovery,  twenty 
grains  of  corrosive  sublimate.  The  doctor  was  one  of  the 
attendants  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  order  was  in- 
trusted, and  actually  presented  many  of  the  fatal  draugl^ 
with  his  own  hand.  On  this  transactbn  I  shall  offer  no 
comment,  but  merely  observe,  that  on  referring  to  my 
original  notes,  I  find  that  I  was  very  particular  in  com- 
mitting the  narrative  to  writing,  as  it  was  related  to  me» 
considering  the  statement  remarkable.  I  fear  it  will  be 
found  to  correspond  with  charges  of  a  similar  nature  which 
have  formerly  been  directed  against  the  French  Emperor^ 
who,  in  so  many  instances,  sported  with  the  lives  of  bit 
soldiers.* 

The  foHowing  day  I  arrived  at  Larnica,  and  on  landing, 
proceeded  to  the  convent  of  Santa  Maria,  where  I  was 
received  by  Father  Montifiore,  the  Superior,  and  five 
friars,  who  accommbdated  me  with  two  of  the  best  rooms  I 
ever  found  in  the  monasteries  I  had  visited.  TThey  also 
tendered  me  every  service  in  their  power. 

Cyprus,  which  is  situated  in  the  most  easterly  part  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  is  presumed  to  derive  its  nam^ 
from  the  cypress  tree,  continued  long  in  the  possession  of 
the  Venetians,  formerly  contained  nine  kingdoms,  and  was 
divided  into  small  provinces.  In  the  twelfth  century  it 
was  captured  by  Richard  the  First  of  England,  on  his 
voyag6  to  the  Holy  Land :  and  about  three  centuries  after 

*  He  swam  to  sovereign  rule  through  seas  of  blood. 
Ravaged  kingdoms,  and  laid  empires  waste.  Blaib. 
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tell  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  who  have  ever  since 
retamecl  the  possession  of  it  Though  the  island  is  said  at 
one  time  to  have  been  covered  with  wood,  there  is  now  a 
great  want  of  trees,  and  its  appearance  is  very  bare. 
'  There  are  two  principal  ports,  Famagusta,  which  lies 
several  liiiles  to  the  east,  and  the  Marino,  near  Lamina, 
to  the  west,  where  I  disembarked.  At  this  latter  place, 
which  may  be  denominated  the  storehouse  of  commerce^ 
there  are  a  few  houses  occupied  by  the  merchants,  and  the 
servants  of  government,  who  are  connected  with  the  affairs 
df  the  port.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  on  the 
ruins  of  the  ancient  Citium*,  probably  a  corruption  of 
CJhetim,  the  son  of  Noah,  in  memory  of  whom  it  is  said  to 
have  been  called. 

In  Larnica,  which  is  a  mile  distant  from  this  port,  there 
are  two  streets,  not  paved,  where  the  official  flags  of  the 
consuls  of  England  and  France,  Spain  and  Austria,  are 
very  conspicuously  displayed,  each  on  a  high  staff.  When 
these  are  seen  from  the  bay,  they  give  the  place  a  cheerful 
and  gay  appearance.  There  is  a  small  theatre.  The 
house  of  the  English  consul  is  an  elegant  substantial 
building,  with  the  British  arms  in  front.  Internally  it  is 
remarkably  neat  and  clean.  The  carts,  which  are  drawn 
by  oxen,  are  most  clumsy  in  construction.  The  wheels  are 
enormous  in  height,  the  bottom  of  the  cart  does  not  exceed 
two  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  sides  are  formed  of  spars  four 
feet  in  height. 

'    Some  shabby  chaises,  drawn  by  one  horse,  are  used  by 
those  of  a  respectable  class. 

The  soil  is  light,  and  very  injurious  to  the  eyesight, 
from  the  reflection  of  a  most  powerful  sun.  The  heat  is 
greater  than  in  any  other  country  I  visited.  It  create 
constant  perspiration,  and  a  great  degree  of  languor  and 
depre8$iQn.  .  There  was  no  possibility  of  going  out  with 
any  degree  of  comfort  at  noon.  People  seldom  stir  from 
home  at  this  time,  ffU"  fear  of  being  severely  scorched. 
Those  who  work  abroad,  cover  their  heads  with  cloths. 

*  Numbers  xxiv.  24. 
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During  the  summer  months  malignant  fevers  frequently 
break  out.  In  these  circumstances  the  use  of  cream  and 
eggs  is  particularly  avoided,  being  almost  constantly  at<» 
tended  with  fatal  consequences.  I  was  much  concerned 
to  hear  that  a  short  time  before  my  arrival,  an  English  gen- 
tleman had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  indulgence  of  bis  appe- 
tite, by  eating  eggs  and  bacon.  His  name  is  added  to  the 
fatal  record  of  those  Englishmen  whose  ashes  repose  in 
this  island,  and  a  record  of  their  names  is  kept  by  the 
British  Consul.  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  he  has  ever  dis- 
covered a  most  laudable  anxiety  in  discharging  every  re- 
lative duty,  taking  charge  of  the  effects^  and  corresponding 
with  the  friends  of  those  who  visit  that  place.  In  the 
year  1760,  which  proved  one  of  the  most  fatal  in  Syria, 
the  plague  extended  its  ravages  to  this  island. 

The  mal  aria,  which  I  found  had  slightly  aiFected  me, 
is,  at  particular  periods,  most  severely  felt  here.  It  pre- 
vails as  much  in  this  country  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Rome  *, 
owing  to  the  numerous  salt  lakes,  which  are  spread  even 
to  the  distance  of  several  miles,  and  from  which  a  pesti- 
lential steam  or  vapor  arises.  I  had  not,  however,  an  op- 
portunity of  ascertaining  the  number  of  persons  who  are 
annually  subject  to  this  disease,  and  who  fall  sacrifices  to 
its  malignity.  This  circumstance  contributes  greatly  to 
the  insalubrity  of  the  place;  nor  is  it  exempt  from  the 
scourge  of  the  plague.  Many  of  the  minor  lakes  imme^ 
diately  contiguous  to  the  town  are  capable  of  being  filled 
up  with  the  enormous  quantities  of  rubbish  by  which  they 
are  surrounded.  The  foundations  of  the  andent  towns 
would  also  supply  abundant  materials  for  this  purpose; 
but  the  Turks,  who  are  decidedly  hostile  to  every  thing  in 
the  form  of  improvement,  are  so  devoured  with  indolenteey 
as  to  prevent  them  from  using  these  advantages,  notwith-^ 

•  *  In  the  year  1819^  at  Rome,  6130  persons  were  received  into  tbe 
hospitals,  .infected  with  this  peculiar  malady :  of  this  number  260  died* 
Travellers  would  do  well  to  remember,  that  from  June  to  November 
is  the  season  when  it  mostly  prevails,  especially  in  rainy  weather,  and 
during  the  damps  of  the  night.  Bark  is  usually  administered  to  coun* 
teract  its  effects.  > 
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standing  such  important  consequences  would  result  from 
them.  Thdir  reprehensible  neglect  of  scientific  researdies 
is  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  their 
character. 

The  croaking  of  frogs  is  said  to  be  peculiarly  annoying 
in  this  island.  A  tornado  occurs  in  the  month  of  Januarys 
which  Continues  for  some  days  with  great  and  irresistible 
violence,  and  occasions  great  destruction. 

I  was  visited  by  Mr.  Vandantani,  the  English  Consal^ 
preceded  by  a  Janissary,  to  annpunce  his  arrival,  and  who 
alway  stakes  precedence  of  the  other  Consuls  here.  He 
is  a  Greek  by  birth,  and  has  been  long  resident  in  the 
island.  His  Officuftl  costume  approached  so  near  to  that 
of  the  British,  that  I  took  him  for  an  officer  in  the  royal 
navy.  His  politeness  was  great,  and  he  had  a  warm  heart 
towards  Englishmen.  He  proiiered  every  service  in  his 
power,  and  invited  me  to  his  table,  where  he  produced 
yrine  made  in  Cyprus,  which  had  been  kept  eighty  years 
in  the  bottle.  Snails  are  sold  in  the  public  market  here, 
and  eaten  by  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  afternoon  of  next  day  I  set  out  for  Nicotia,  by  a 
tract  first  al<»ig  a  plain,  from  thence  over  the  mountains, 
in  a  north  west  direction.  We  halted,  during  the  nigfaty 
at  Attien.  At  mid-day  we  were  sheltered  in  the  humble 
cottage  of  the  owner  of  the  mule  on  which  I  rode.  Hb 
accompanied  me  fi*om  Larnica,  as  did  also  a  Gi^ek.  .  On 
the  following  day  I  reached  the  capital,  which  afeandB 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  island.  When  I  was  about  to 
enter  it,  I  could  hardly  force  my  way  throi^l^  the  i^umber 
of  unportunate  beggars  by  which  it  was  beset.  «Tlie  piu^se 
of  Crcesus  himself  could  scarcely  have  satisfied  those  w)io 
surrounded  the  great  gate,  watching  the  aj^oach  of 
strangers,  to  solicit  their  bounly.  I  procee(led  to  the  cpn- 
vent,  where  I  found  a  solitary  monk,  a  most  bigotted 
Spaniard,  and  of  a  surly  dispositioti.  Existing  drami. 
stances  did  not  permit  me  to  visit  the  Greek  Arehbisfaop, 
who  has  a  residence  here,  and  in  a  religious  and  temporal 
point  of  view  may  be  considered  as  the  head  of  the  Greeks 
He  is  not  subject  to  any  other  ecclesiastic. 
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The  air  of  the  capital)  from  iti  elevated  situation,  is 
JviQre  pure  than  at  Lamica.  The  population  is  estimated 
at  deven  thousand.  The  walls  are  three  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  upon  the  ramparts,  which  are  now  in 
a  state  of  dilapidation,  are  some  pieces  of  artilleiy,  bear- 
ing the  arms  of  Venice.  They  lie  in  a  most  miserable 
neglected  state ;  the  mouths  of  them  are  nearly  stopped 
up  with  rubbish,  and  their  carriages  are  broken.  The 
appearance  of  Nicotia  is  beautiful  and  imposing ;  its 
dames,  minarets,  and  palm  trees  contribute  to  the  gran- 
deur of  the  view.  The  plain  is  extensive,  surrounded  by 
BM>untains.  The  moat,  which  is  very  broad,  is  choaked 
np  with  filth.  There  are  several  houses  which  bear  marks 
of  their  former  elegance.  The  lofty  gateways  and  the  ar- 
morial bearings  of  the  Venetian  nobility,  cut  in  the  front 
of  these  buildings,  indicate  th^n  to  have  been  founded 
daring  the  reigns  of  the  monarchs  of  that  nation  who,  at 
one  period*  resided  in  this  island.  The  city  was  formerly 
estimated  at  nin^  but  may  now  be  computed  at  two  miles 
in  circumference. 

This  place  was  honoured  by  a  visit  from  St.  Paul,  who 
went  ^^  through  the  isle  *,"  preaching  the  word  of  God, 
aoeompanied  by  Barnabas,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been 
a  native  of  the  capital.f  He  suffered  martyrdom,  and  a 
dc^  is  consecrated  to  his  memory.  A  cathedral  was  built 
here  to  which  the  name  of  St.  Sophia  was  given :  this  is 
the  principal  olgect  of  attention  with  travellers ;  the  style 
of  ardiitecture  b  Gothic,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  conse- 
cration of  the  Cyprian  kings  was  performed  here.  It  con- 
tains tombs  erected  over  the  ash^  of  persons  of  rank,  and 
those  English  warriors  who  perished  in  the  crusades. 
This  edifice  now  fimns  one  of  the  principal  mosques. 

Amongst  the  trades  carried  on  here  I  observed  a  parti- 
enkur  {Nrooess  in  prmliiiig  cotton  cloths.  I  was  assured  that 
w1m»  these  wera  washed  with  so^p  tlia  colors  became 
brighter*  The  vines  of  Cyprus  are  said  to  kaorease  in 
iiaEe  mora  than  in  any  other  country;  and  we  find  Aal^. 

*  Acts  xiii.  6.  t  Acts  hr.  36. 
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the'  stairs  of  the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus  were  made 
of  a  single  stock.  The  wine  produced  from  them  is  hi&* 
cious  and  sweet.  Several  coins,  idols,  and  other  articles 
have  been  found  at  varioas  times,  in  different  parts  of  the 
island,  highly  interesting  to  the  antiquarian.  Many  wb* 
portant  discoveries  inight  (feubtless  still  be  made.  The 
monk  at  the  convent  found,  in  the  ruins  of  a  buildup 
wiliiin  its  walls,  pieces  of  money,  bearing  on  one  side  the 
effigies  of  St.  Helena  and  Constantine,  and  on  the  reverse 
the  letter  M.  for  Maria  the  Virgin,  and  I.  obtamed  poasc» 
sion  of  some  of  them.* 

In  walking  over  the  vineyard  of  this  monastoy,  I  per« 
oeived  a  servant  busily  engaged  in  an  operation  occasioned 
by  the  excessive  drought,  which  I  had  repeatedly  witnessed 
in  many  of  the  gardens  in  the  Holy  Land.  Small  fiarrows 
were  made  in  different  places,  so  as  to  form  trenches  or 
gutters,  into  which  water  is  copiously  thrown  by  a  pump^ 
from  a  well  about  sun-set.  Tlie  current  was  frequendy 
stopped  or  dammed  up  by  earth,  when  they  were  nearly 
filled,  by  merely  applying  the  foot  to  them:  when  the 
ground  had  absorbed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  the  bar- 
rier was  removed,  to  allow  it  to  flow  into  other  cbannel% 
where  similar  obstructions  were  made,  till  the  whole  garden 
was  refreshed.  This  mode  of  saturating  the  ground  wkb 
water  was  unquestionably  introduced  by  the  Israelites,  vfho 
adopted  the  practice,  as  appears  clear  from  the  testimony 
of  Moses  himself,  f 

Among  the  difl^ent  employments  of  the  female  Gypri- 
ots,  that  of  grinding  or  bruising  the  com  by  stones,  de* 
serves  attention.  The  practice  is  expressly  alluded  to  hf 
Christ  himself.  %  These  women  were  tall  and  gncetah  in 
person,  and  had  an  air  of  superiority  and  dignity  of  nuuw 
ners,  approaching  to  that  of  llie  higher  •  classes.  The 
dress  of  the  head,  that  masterpiece  of  nature,  or  as  emphafk** 
ically  called  by  a  prophet,  the  **  lastJmment  of  their  piide^?* 

♦     • 

*  These  are  deposited  in  the  Htmteri&n  Museum,  Univeraty  el* 
Glasgow. 

t  Deut.  xi.  10.  X  Mottt.  xxiv.  41. 
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is  said  to  have  been  copied  from   some  of  the  Cyprian 
idols,  and  in  a  pyramidal  form.     The  hair  ivas  long  and- 
plaited,  and  they  ailect  to  have  it  hanging  to  the  ground* 
Whenever  it  is  short,  ribands  are   attached  to  it,  which 
extend  to  the  very  heels,  and  is  ornamented  with  gold  trink- 
ets, a  mode  which  appears  to  have  been  reprobated  by  an 
observation   of  St.  Paul:  *     Their  waists  are  long.     No 
stays  are  worn,  and  the  breasts  hang  down ;  wide  pantaF- 
loons  are  used,  which  are  fastened  to  the  ancles  by  small 
ydUow  boots.     Some  wear  shifts  of  silk,  and  the  veil,  that 
symbol  of  modesty,  is  frequently  introduced,   more  es- 
pecklly  when  found   necessary  to  conceal  any  peculiar 
de£ect.    A  profusion  of  gaudy  ornaments  are  spread  over 
the  person.     Chains  of  gold  coins  are  bound  to,  andrat* 
tie  about  the  head  and  neck.     Many  of  them  stun  the 
nails-  of  their  fingers  with  a  particular  plant,  which  is 
boiled  in  water,  and  some  apply  it  to  dyc^ing  their  hair,- 
which  retains  the  colour  for  some  time.    In  all  their  houses 
great   industry  is  practised.      SSlk   worms  are  careMly 
brought  up,  and  their  produce  is  diligently  attended  to. 
The  men  salute  each  other  by  mutually  kissing  the  cheeky 
and  the  females  adopt  a  similar  mode  among  themsdves*. 
About  the  ISth  of  April  is  observed  as  a  season,  of  re- 
ligious devotion  by  the  Greeks,  similar  to  Lent  in  England* 
which  continues  a  week,  when  all  business  is  suspended* 
and  they  are  dressed  in  their  best  clothes. .  On  the  26tli 
of  April  the  heat  here  was  most  oppressive,  when  Fahiein- 
heit  stood  at  80  d^rees.     Heaven  appears  to  have  visited 
this  islapd  with  one  scourge,  to  which  it  is  proper  shortly 
to  allude^ 

On  returning  to  Lamica,  I  was  surprised  to  iBnd  my- 
self in  an  instant  in  a  cloud  or  thick  body  of  locusts  f* 
which  extended  for  several  miles,  and  they  seemed  to  de- 
scend like  a  fall  of  snow.  The  words  of  the  psalmist  ap- 
pear  applicable  to  such  a  circumstance  as  this.  **  They 
compassed  me  about  like  bees."  %  I  never  observed  such 
a  phenomenon  in  any  former  part  of  my  journey ;  and  the 

*lPet.  lii.  3.  tJoelH,  7,  J  Psahn  cxvni.;12. 
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whole  ground  was  in  fact  literally  oovered  witfi  ^Mn*'  Hmjf 
leaped  about  like  gmsghoppers^  "^^^'"g  a  hissiiig  noise  at 
the  timeb     Whoerer  has  read  the  SorqptuTe  with  aay  de* 
gree  of  attention,  must  redect  with  feeUi^  of  honor  on 
the  histoiy  of  that  grievous  swarm  of  flies  sent  forth  by  tim. 
incensed  Majesty  of  Heavoi  on  a  guHty  world.    The 
vengeance  indeed  of  an  almighty  power  in  sueh  a  visita- 
tion, can  only  be  conceived  by  those  who  have  witnessed 
dieir  sweeping  and  dreadfiil  ravages  *     In  some  countriss, 
indeed,  the  calamity  is  so  ^ctensive  as  to  eompel  tbe.inh»* 
Utants  to  lay  in  a  store  of  provisions,   lest  thc^  ehoold 
suftr  from  fiuaoine^  created  by  their  visit    It  has  bean 
aoerted  that  they  have  a  goverament  similar  to  that  of 
bass,  and  that  when  the  king  rises  he  is  followed  by-  the 
whole  body,  which  proceed  in  a.  cfmpaxA  form,  similar  to 
a  disdi^ihied  army  on  a  march,  and  in  (me  direction,,  not 
one  deviating  ;;,bat  that  they  have  a  royal  leader  is  oopfm? 
dieted  by  Sdiom<Hi.f    Many  of  the  Arabs  are  in  thi$ 
pracdoe  of  eating  locusts*    There  are  various  ways  ^ 
Awssing  them.    The  wings  and  1^  are  previously  Ic^pei) 
off  the  body,  and  fined  with  salt  and  peppor,  but  I  had  w 
opportomty  o£  witnessing  such  a  repast    These  were  qi»9 
qoestionably  permitted  as  food  under  the  Jewish  disMoa* 
ation  t  ^cn  ^^>^>^  ^'"6'®  ^^li^^i^^^i^t  ^P^cies  of  t^         Tb^ 
affinrded  sustenance  to  John,  the  precursor  of  Cbxkit  m 
die  wilderness.  $     The  Dead  Sea  is  iAm  hifested  with 
Aem,  and  I  picked  up  some  from  three  to  four  inches  ia 
kngtib,  N  on  its  riiores»    Their  numbers,  vffid&t  any  visiter 
tibn,  have  always  been  spoken  of  as  immoisely  ^reatr 
In  allunon  to  the  swiftness  of  our  time  upcm  earth,  and  ttlp 
infialidties  of  advanced  life,  the  grasshopper  or  locust  is 
lefetred  tof ;  and  these  insects  are  fiirth^  mentioned  in 
die  description  of  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Ninevah.  ** 

On  my  arrival  at  Larmca  I  informed  the  mcrnks  of  this 
extraordinary  phenomenon^  but  they  iqppeared  totfeatit 
Ugfatly,  and  assured  me  that,  at  particular  seasons,  locusts 

*  Pinim  Ixxviii.  46.  f  Prov.xxs.  27.    %  Levit.  xi.  S2.  §  Matt.  iii.  4. 
I  See  pi«e  174.       %  Ecdei.  vL  5,       **  Nahum  iii.  15. 17. 


cyune  in  ppch  formidable  bands  *  tibat  th^y  ^ctxisSXy  fiadk^ened 

9r  p^cured  the  stui»t     The  destruction  occasioned   by 

tfoeh  ft  dead  of  in^eeta  was  shnast  incredible.    Their  grand 

ol^ctpf  attack  is  the  vine  and  fig  tree?  which  are  ^tijpped 

soc^M^pktely  of  leaves  by  theni»  as  to  convert  them  in  a  mo- 

ineQ$  into  an  image  of  winter.  The  husbandman,  who,  at  the 

Eisiiig  of  the  sun,  joyfully  beholds  his  fields  luxurious,  and 

promi$jli^  to  yield  bountiful  crc^s,   finds,  before  it  goes 

down,  all  his  hopes  blasted.     They  are  laid  bare  like  a 

desert  t    In  the  month  of  April,  wh^i.  I  was  in  this  island^ 

I  observed  the  natives  engaged  in  cutting  down  barley, 

imder  aa  ^}^reb»sioii  that  their  ravages  might  e?(|end  to 

it,  if  permitted  to  remain  Icmg  in  the  field*    The  buzzi^ 

(loise  they  make  may  be  heard  at  a  great  distance;  deariar 

Uan  and  fiunine  mark  thar  progress,  and  a  more  deslma- 

tive  scourge,  I  believe,  never  was  inflicted  on  any  country 

under  these  citcumstanees.  ^  Ought  it  not  to  be  a  sulgeet 

of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  Britons  to  Divine  Proiiridcnoe, 

AwA  their  island  $  has  been  exempted  fipom  the  firightfid 

visltattons  of  these  inseets,  since  their  ravages  are  not  oxo- 

fined  to  the  island  of  Cyprus^  but  extend  to  Ilgypt  ||,  Peiw 

siaf ,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  earth.     Large  as^ese 

locusts  are,  yet  it  is  deelared  diat  they  xieY&  shall  be  eqiial 

injsize  to  diose  with  wUch  Egypt  was  infested  during  the 

remote  ages.    The  swarms,  of  them  in  this.island  are  sup^ 

posed  to  arise  fircmi  that  immense  tract  of  waste  hmd  which 

affiards  them  shelter  and  powerfiil  beat*    The  ^ggs  are 

deposited  in  October)  and  the  young  locusts  produced 

about  ApriL    Theyomig  are  green,  and  as  they  grow 

assume  a  yellow  hue,  and  afterwards  become  brown*    The 

ground  in  thb  neglected,  stete^    also  becomes  a  firuitfiil 

nursery  fcxr  serpents  and  vipers.    .Every  touch  of  these 

produces  death,  which  leads  me  to  observe,  that  the  bar- 

iiariatis  at  .Malta,  who  saw  a  viper  leap.fifom  the  fire  and 

fasten  upon  the  apostle,  gazed  upon  hmi)  under  an  it 


^Psal.cv.  94.       t^xocLx.  15.        ]:  Jod  i.  17>  is.     Exod.  x.  15. 
JodiL  3.  §  Macab.  vi.  14. 16.    ||  See  Bdzoni's  Travds.   5  Id.  Morier. 
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he  would  Ml  down  dead.  *  To  the  malice  with  wiiich  our 
Saviour  was  persecuted  when  he  sojourned  on  earth,  the 
Evangelist  pointedly  alludes  in  his  enemies  falling  under 
the  description  of  a  generation  of  these  reptiles,  f  In 
consequence  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended,  the  male 
inhabitants  who  have  occasson  to  go  about  the  fields,  wear 
high  strong  boots,  to  prevent  venemous  attacks  from  these 
and  other  reptiles  which  so  much  infest  this  country. 

The  island  may  be  calculated  at  upwards  of  two  hundred 
miles  in  length,  seventy  in  breadth,  and  six  hundred  in 
circumference.  At  one  period  it  is  supposed  to  have  been 
rich  from  its  productions,  since  it  abounded  in  gdd, 
silver,  and  copper  mines ;  and  the  population  is  calculated 
at  one  hundred  thousand*  This  is  evidently  diminishing^ 
The  greatest  proporticm  of  the  inhabitants  are  Greek 
Christians,  and  the  Greek  language  is  principally  spoken. 
Although  the  spots  of  ground  which  have  been  cultivated 
prove  the  soil  to  be  exceedingly  rich,  yet,  in  fact,  two-third 
parts  of  the  island  are  not  brought  into  a  state  of  tillage. 
This  is  attributed  to  the  unbounded  avarice  and  rapacity 
of  the  .Turks,  who  rule  here  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  ex* 
ercise  the  most .  aggravated  acts  of  oppression,  grind- 
ing^ indeed,  the  very  faces  of  the  Greeks.  .  It  is  ccmsidered 
not  to  amount  to  any  wrong,  to  seize  upon  whatever  pro^ 
dace  is  yielded  by  the  very  sweat  of  the  brow  of  these 
men.  This  conduct,  I  conceive,  is  strongly  referred  to  by 
one  expression  in  the  sacred  record.  :|:  No  encouragement 
iftheld  out,  of  improvement  in  forwarding  the  operatimis 
of  agriculture  unfettered,  but  they  are  compiled  to. take 
what  the  Turk  chuses  to  allow  for  their  trouble,  and  «k* 
pence.  A  remuneration,  if  it  can  fall  tmder  such  a  deno- 
mination, rarely  exceeds  a.  miserable  trifle,  and  whidi  the 
timidity  of  the  Greeks  dares  not  permit  them  to  refose 
from  their  despotic  rulers.  In  short,  it  was  heart-rending 
to  hear  the  direful  tales  related  to  me  by  this  class. of 
Christians  of  the  unparalleled  and  galling  tyranny,  by 
which  they  have  been  weighed  down  to  the  very  du^  J)y 

• 
•  Acts  xxviii.  6.  f  Mat.  iii.  7.  J  Levit.  xxvi.  16. 
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the  InfiddS)  who  are  destitute  of  all  feeling,  and  have  treated 
lliem  as  dogs;  a  name,  indeed,  uniformly  given  by  Ma- 
hometans to  those  who  profess  the  Christian  faith. 

This  leads  me  to  express  my  surprise,  that  England  or 
even  Russia  has  not  long  since  found  it  advantageous  to 
take  possession  of  this  fine  island.     Let  me  express  a  confi- 
dent hope,  that  the  British  government  will  not  lose  sight 
of,  but  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  Cyprus  in  the  event  of  any 
rupture  with  the  Turks,  and  the  present  trust  will  not  be 
thrown  aside  as  founded  on  absurd  speculation.   It  holds  out 
many  considerations  of  the  very  highest  importance,  which 
I  cannot  enter  into  a  minute  explanation  of  at  this  moment. 
Although  it  may  in  general  be  observed,  there  is  a  spacious 
and  most  convenient  roadsted  for  vessels  of  all  descriptions, 
and  the  local  situation  of  the  whole  island  mis:ht  be  con- 
sidered  an  additional  key  in  die  Mediterranean  to  that  of 
Malta  now  in  our  power.     As  nature  is  always^  grateful, 
especially  in  her  richest  soils,  a  variety  of  valuable  articles 
might  be  produced  from  an  extensive  cultivation  by  a  few 
British  husbandmen,  which  would  prove  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  our  own  as  well  as  to  other  nations,  such  as 
silk  *,  wines,  com,  oil,  cotton,  salt,  and  fruits.     These 
would  repay  a  hundred  fold,  any  pecuniary  assistance  af- 
forded  towards   promoting   its   improvement,  and   which 
never  could  be  calculated  at  a  sum   of  any  magnitude. 
Further,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  Cyprus  has  always 
bfeen  in  the  very  weakest  state,  owing  to  the  indolence  of 
the  Turks,  who  conceive  their  security  never  will  meet 
with  any  interruption,  but  ever  remain  permanent.      To 
u^  the  words  of  the  English  consul,  in  the  course  of  a 
conversation  I  had  with  him  on  this  subject,  ^^  An  English 
frigate  with  a  handful  of  men  would  capture  Cyprus  with 
the  utmost  facility,  when  a  most  hearty  reception  would  be 
given  to  them  by  the  Greeks."     This  class  of  people  con- 
stitute, let  it  be  added,  the  greatest  part  of  the  population, 
which   is  calculated  at  forty   thousand,    and   the   Turks 


*  Near  tw^o  centuries  ago,  an  English  factory  was  established  in  this 
island  for  the  manufacture  of  silk. 
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amount  only  to  fourteen  thousiind^  who  would  oofdiB% 
co-operate  in  any  measure  adopted  for  tbe  prosperity  if 
tbe  island. 

Of  all  classes  of  men,  I  feel  in  an  especial  manner  for  the 
Greeks,  who  are  so  deeply  degraded  and  contemptaonsly 
treated  by  tfadx  savage  Rulers.     They  court  every  oppor« 
tunily  to  extricate  themselves  from  Tnrldsh  despotism; 
This  is  shewn  more  especially  at  die  present  boor,  when 
dieir  countrymen  in  other  parts  have  been  roused  to  a  just 
sense  of  their  own  dignify  and  importance  m  the  eyes  of 
nations,  who  are  emulating  the  noble  example  of  Aeir 
ancestors  for  bravery  and  intrepidity,  and  a  display  of  the 
most  magnanimous  acts.    Tragical  is  the  detail  which  I  am 
enabled  to  give  of  that  scene  of  devastation,  and  those  horron 
which  have  been  exercised  by  the  Mahomedans,  whose  feet 
have  been  swift  to  shed  blood  in  diis  island*     I  may,  how* 
ever,  confine  mysdf  to  one  particular  fiu:t    And  now  shaH 
Christians  shudder,  nay  Aeir  blood  run  cold,  when  I  staid 
that,  as  a  refinement  of  their  furious  passions  and  revenge 
against  the  professors  of  the  Christian  faith,  a  wooden  cross 
was  formed,  on  which  an  archbishop  and  other  distinguished 
ecclesiastics,  merely  on  the  ground  that  they  were  natives  of 
Greece,  were  stretched  out  and  nailed,  in  derision  of  the 
great  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  Grod  for  the  sins  of  the  worb^ 
an  act  altogether  unparalleled,  and  which  cries  aloud  to 
that  great  Being  who  has  declared,  ^<  Vengeance  is  mine, 
I  will  repay."     Every  man  who  is  possessed  of  the  slightest 
spark  of  feeling,  experienced  the  blessings  of  civil  and  re«> 
ligious  liberty  in  this  land  of  freedom,  and  has  an  interest 
in  the  great  cause  of  God,  and  the  sufferings  not  only  of 
his  fellow-men,  but  as  the  descendants  of  an  antient  and 
magnanimous  people,  must,  at  this  critical  moment,  be  pe^- 
culiarly  alive,  and  feel  more  than  an  ordinary  iiiterest  in  thai 
mighty  struggle,  in  which  their  Christian  brethren  are  en- 
gaged, to  extricate  themselves  from  a  state  of  degradation^ 
and  break  the  chains  which  have  been  forged  for  thehr 
captivity  and  slavery  by  their  bloody  Rulers,  and  he  cannot 
fell  to  ofler  a  fervent  prayer  to  tiie  Almighty,  in  wbose 
hands  are  the  hearts  of  all  men,  to  prosper  their  causey  and 
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tiiftl  their  enemies  may  noiotiger  faa^e  ddminuHi  cvrer  them. 
These  .consideralions  leail  me  to  apprdiend,  that  so  c^pressr 
ed  a  class  of  men  have  not  only  daims  on  the  sympathy,  but 
ibe  direct  interpositiolt  of  Britons  to  stop  the  effusion  o£ 
humah bloody  whose^eavs  are  ever  open  to  the  cries  and  dk» 
txesses  of  saffermg'hum^nity>  however  fiur  removed  by  dis^ 
Umee  and  language.  Albion,  which  stands  higher  in  the 
acide  than  sill  the  other  natitms,  has  within  herself  a  thunder 
i^  power,  not  only  to  strike  terror  and  chastise^  bitt  extei> 
Inini^  the  despode  aiithors.of  these  savage  and  atrocious 
enocnuties,  which  have  made  so  indelible  a  stain  on  the 
fttige  of  hisrtxnry,  and  visited  on  this  most  im)ifi»i»ve  of  all 
people  periiaps:  oa  the  fiice  of  the  earth*  It  appears  to 
me  with  deference  highly  expedient,  that  the  whole  erf*  the 
€rred  islands  should  be  consolidated  into  one  active  power 
<Kr  form  of  govemmmit,  either  of  a  monarohical  or  re^ 
poUicatt  mture,  ted  suited  to  the  antient  reeoUeodon^tif 
her  h%h  impottance  anddistinetion ;  and  it  is  most  clearfy 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  lend  her  prompt  and  powers 
fid  assistance  to  strugf^Ung  patriots,  to  establish  the  prin- 
ciples of  fhdr  liberty,  rdiigion,.and  pditical  impcnrtance. 

I  presmne  few  entertain  a  donbt  that  Englishmen  cherkh 
in  their  heart  any  afiection  for  the  fcdiowers  of  Mahomet. 
Slotwithstandinir  ikaSf  it  is  Dbvioos  that  some  nartiaiity 
and  protectbn  is  shewn  on  the  part  of  Britam  to  that 
Cfumtry,  and  no  doubt  in  the  view  of  its  eonstituling  a  Sar^ 
midd[)Ie  barrier  against  the  strides  of  a  eolosscd  powa*  in 
^  mirth.  Hence  may  arise  one  caiuse  for  Britaki  refusing 
to^trite  a  decided  part  with  the  Greeks  in  diie  present  con- 
test. On  the  other  hand  may  it  not  be  asked  has  Engbmd 
ki  reality  no  interest  whatever  in  such  a  country  as  Greece  ? 
and  is  it  to  be  considered  a  void  or  blank  on  the  map  of  the 
worid  ?  The  answer  1  should  apprehend  is  that  she  has 
objects  of  magnitude  at  stake,  since  Greece  would  prove  a 
most  valuable  acquisition  to  her,  not  only  in  a  pditical  and 
commercial  point  of  view,  but  the  Ionian  possessions 
would  thereby  be  further  strengthened,  and  a  most  import- 
ant ally  secured.  No  serious  apprehensions  could  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Turks  by  any  interference  on  our  part  so 
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long  as  we  have  the  wooden  widls  of  old  England  to.  act  as 
emergencies  required.  In  fine  should  that  period  arrive 
when  the  Turkish  Power  will  be  annihilated  by  Russia,  it  is 
a  possible  case  that  the  Greeks,  in  the  event  of  receiving  no 
assistance  at  present  from  Britain  6s  a  liberator,  will  cleave 
to  that  power.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  event  of  England 
stretching  forth  her  powerful  arm  and  co-operadng  with 
these  struggling  patriots  towards  their  eflbetual  emancipa- 
iion,  and  ranking  her  as  an  adoiowledged  poww  in  the 
scale  of  nations,  the  natural  oondnsion  is,  tliat  she -will 
firmly  aiHiere  to  this  country  asfaer.  bene&etor  and  ally, 
and  unite  in  opposing  the  strides  of  Russia,  if  diese  should 
be  fiyund  of  that  nature,  dangerous  to  die  interests'  of 
Great  Britain.  On  the  whole,  most  devoutly  is  it  to  be 
wished  that  these  Ottoman  barbarians,  who  are  a  dis- 
grace-to  die  human  race,  were*altc^tli«r  rooted  oot;  bat 
on  the' supposition  iheir  Capital  should  be  wrested  fiom 
them,  it  will  be  finaid  to  be  a  question  of  no  ord^ary  impoi^ 
tance  to  determine  on  that  particular  power  which  should 
be  put  in  possession  of  it.  Should  CoQStantino|de  fiitt 
into  the  bands  of  Russia,  who  is  already  sufficiently  fep» 
midable,  she  will  wave  h^  flag  and  have  dominion  over  the 
Mediterranean. 

On  arriving  at  the  convent  of  Larnica  a  singular  eteift 
had  just  occurred.  The  wife  of  a  seaman  in  the  ne^hL 
bourhood  was-  pvBmatiHrely  driivered  of  a  stHl-born  c^^id^ 
having  two  heads  and  four  hands.  The-  mother  did  ttclt 
long  survive  the  birA,  and  both  were  conveyed  to  thfe 
^tablishment,  and  interred  in  the  dbapd  by  the  benevolent 
firiars. 
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CHAP.  XXXIV. 

ftBPAMtRiB  FROM  CTPttUS.  -«  VOTAOB.  —  I^APHOft;^  —  MlKACH- 

iira  or  st.  paul.  —  kNioHTs.*— christiahs. — apostle 
Paul's  visit.  «*-  -samos.  -*-  fythacwras.  —  rhodbs.  -— 
l»b8cripti0n»  — •  alarm  por  thb  plaoibb*  —  disembark- 
ation. —  patmos.  -—  arrival  at  sbdequi.  — *  dutch 
.  consul*  —  arrival  at  smyrna. —  pb3tilbnce*  — -  lbpbr. 
— «  <iuarantinb. -*  obsbrvations. 

I  EBlRABBJSD  at  the  p^  of  Larnica  in  a  small  miserable 
mes^If  filled  with  Turks  and  Arabs,  some  of  the  latter 
were  ahnost  in  a  total  state  of  nudity,  and  skirted  along 
die  western  shore  of  the  island  of  Cyprus,  havuig  a  distinel 
yiew  of  Paj^os,  now  Called  Baffii.  I  regretted  the  imprac- 
ticability of  landing  to  visit  this  interesting  spot,  although 
at  a  diort  distanoe  fix>m  it,  as  the  cq[>tain  had  formed  a 
resolution  tb  avail  himself  of  the  &vorable  state  of  the 
Urindy  to  prosecute  the  voyage  to  Smyrna.  This  place^ 
which  was  at  one  period  the  metrcqpolis  of  the  island,  is 
pleasantly  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  qiountain,  directly  in 
front  of  the  sea*  Here,  in  preference  to  all  other  parts 
of  the  idaad,  higher  acts  of  adoration  were  at  one  time 
ofiered  to'  the  goddess  Venus,  as  an  otgect  of  idolatry. 
The  tfemple  was  d^siolished  by  Barnabas,  on  the  intro* 
dfUcUon  of  Christianity*  It  has  however  been  more  highly 
jiptingMi^li^  by  St.  Paul  having  taken  up  his  residence  here 
with  his  fellow  labonrar,  and  preaching  the  gospeL  By  his 
peiDuIiar  doquenoe  and  persuasion,  he  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  a  person  vested  with  authcNrity.  An  attempt  how- 
ever having  been  made  through  the  artifices  of  another,  to 
draw  aside  this  man  from  a  belief  in  the  doctrines  which 
the  apostle  had  promulgated,  it  called  forth  in  strong  lan- 
guage, his  marked  indignation,  followed  by  demonstrative 
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proc^of  the  power  with  which  he  was  armed  firom  Heaven^ 
and  exercised  in  depriving  this  opposing  adversary  of  his 
sight*  An  event  so  remarkable  struck  terror  into  the 
minds  of  many  people,  and  produced  a  firm  belief  in  their 
hearts  of  the  truth  rfthe  doctrine,  preached  by  this  chosen 
vessel  of  Jesus  Christ,  f  « 

From  this  island  St.  Paul  proceeded  in  the  spirit  to 
odier  parts  in  the  prosecution  of  his  commission,  particu^ 
larly  to  Samoa  t»  publishing  to  the  ignorant  the  foigiveness 
of  sins  through  Christ,  and  also  persuading  those  who  had 
become  converts  to  the  fidth,  to  continue  in  the  grace  of 
God. 

After  I  had  been  tossed  about  and  driven  back  by  con- 
trary winds  for  some  days  in  a  dreadful  storm,  I  came  in 
sight  of  the  lofty  mountains  of  the  island,  antiendy  cele^ 
brated,  not  only  on  account  of  then*  fertility  and  productions^ 
but  for  givinfg  birth  to  persons  renowned  for  their  pecuUasr 
talents.    No  one  was  perhaps  more  distinguished  diair 
Pythagoras,  a  man  of  the  most  enlightened  and  philoscq)hH 
tel  mind;  he  excelled  in  every  branch  of  science,' teaching 
principles  of  morality  by  lectures^  and;  exhibiting  in  his 
own  deportment,  their  purity  sind  eflScaoy,  and  from  his 
femous  school  sprung   persons  eminent  and  illustriousr 
To  his  honor  it  must  be  admitted,  that  he  was  the  fisst  of 
the  sages  who  taught  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the 
linity  of  a  supreme  Gdd,  who  required  to  be  worshipped 
in  tnith  and  humility  erf*  heart«  •  It  is  not  however  to  be 
presumed,  that  he  acquired  such- a  knowledge  of  the 
Almighty  altogether  by  the  force  of  hk  own  reason,  aa 
Sceptics  pretend  to  be  practicable,  since  it  is  known  he  was 
a  traveller,  and  no  doubt  visited  the  city  of.  Jerosalenv 
which,  to  a  person  of  his  powerftil  genius,  must  have  ap- 
peared one  of  the  most  interestmg  jdaces  in  the  worlds 
fh>m  its  splendid,  unrivalled  temple,  and  the  peculiarity 
of  worship  ofiered  up  within  its  walls.    It  does,  not  appear 
to  be  contended  by  those  who  have  candidly  e^faminedfaia 
philosophy,  that  the  knowledge  which,  the  founder  of.it 

«  • 
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taught^  was  so  much  die  vesnlt  of  his  oim  refleiHions,  is  o£ 
die  advantages  he  must  have  enjoyed'  in*  the  course  of '  hii 
joumies.  Although  the  dtle  of  philosopher  may 'com- 
prehend something  of  a  high  intellectual  supericdty,  yet 
it  was  assumed  by  Pythagoraa  under  ^a  more  modest  ap- 
pellation than  that  of  either  the  wise  man  or  the  sage^ 
which  the  humble  sehoolmasteris  were^  prior  to  hb^days^  kn 
the  habit  of  adopting. 

-  Z  next  arrived  at  Rhodes,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour,  over  which  it  is  said  the  enormous  colossal 
statue  of  brass  stx)od,  one  hundred  feet  in  elevation,  and  wher% 
vessels  might  pass  under  its  extended  feet  I  landed  and 
walked  about  the  town,  which  bears  evident  traces  of  its 
former  grandeur  and  consequence,  and  is- supposed  to  have 
aiieiently  Exceeded  all  ideas  that  could  be  entertained  of 
<torthly  grandeur.  It  is  strongly  fortified.  At  one  time, 
this  island  was  in  possession  of  the  Knights  of  Malta,  who 
Kved  here  in  great  splendour  for  a  period  of  two  hundred 
years.  After  a  desperate  resbtance  it  was  captured  ixk 
«1522,  when  the  king  of  Spain  presented  them  with  thai 
island  of  Malta  as  an^  asylum.  There  are  the  ruins  p{ 
ihaiiyfiiie  edifices,  which  were  inhabited  by  the  c^er,  with 
acfdts'  of  arms  in  firont.  The  Christian,  inhabitants,  al^ 
though  permitted  to  carry  on  business  duru^  the  day 
^within  the  walls,  are  obliged  to  retire  in  the  evening  to 
thdbr  respective  habitations,  situated  without  the  town.  It 
has  also  to  boast  of  being  honoured  with  the  presence  of 
the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  in  the  course  of  his 
journey  for  the  propagation  of  Christianiiy.  *  There  is 
an  establishments  here  for  the  reception  of  personit  afflicted 
vrith  ^prosy.  Tlie  most  striking  objects  are  the  remains 
oiBtickfle  trecj  the  branches  of  which  at  one  period  were 
-so  e^ensave  as  to  afford  shade  to  fifty  shops.  Aft^  hemg 
throwiK  into  a  state*  of  alarm  from  suspicions  entertained 
that  the  plague  had  broken  out,  I  departed  with  all  pos^ 
'Btble  expedition,  and  when  on  board  the  vessel  was  much 
annoyed  by  the  restless  Arabs.    I  was  alarmed  lest  in  their 
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coming  near  me  the  iiifeeticni  m^t  lie  commnnicftted. 
The  Turks,  on  the  contrary,  were  stationary,  and  never 
diooght  of  shifting  their  position,  unless  to  peribrpi  their 
deyptions. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  this  toyage^  I  sailed  past 
the  rocky  mountains  of  Patmos,  which  aj^^eared  to  be  six 
aniies  m'length.  Th^  captain  Joould  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  deviate  from  his  course,  and  knd  me  on  the  island,  that 
I  might  hove  an  c^qxirtunily  of  examining  a  spot  so  emi- 
ilently  sanctified  by  the  presence  of  John,  whoi  he  was  in 
a  state  of  exile  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ  *  Here  the  last  instance  of  this  aposde'ii 
care  and  afiection  for  the  Christians  of  the  Asiatic  churches, 
waa  expressed  in  writings  of  the  highest  sublimity  f,  cont 
taining  a  prophetic  account  of  the  future  stale  of  the  churchy 
akhougli  in  language  mysterious,  and  not  level  to  our 
Ikbited  capacides.  From  the  rq)ort  of  some  Christians 
who  were  passengers  in  the  ship,  I  was  informed  there  ia 
a  small  tower,  which  is  asserted  to  have  been  the  residence 
of  St  John,  and  a  monastery  has  been  founded  here  to  his 
BAemory* 

It  is  ornamented  externally  vrith  one  or  more  bells,  which 
I  never  observed  in  any  other  church  in  the  Holy  Land^ 
t)ie  Mahomedans  bdng  decidedly  hostile,  to  the  scHind  of 
diem*  They  are  called  to  pmyers  by  one  of  their  number 
oalling  the  hour  from  the  top  of  nmunets,  wliich  I  shall 
have  occaticm  more  particularly  to  advert  to  hereafter, 
when  explaining  their  peculiar  religious  tenets  and  rites. 
As  I  have  touched,  however,  upon  the  subject,  it  may  in 
general  be  mentioned  as  remarkable^  that  in  Catholic 
churches  the  belb  are  hung  in  a  difterent  mann^  from 
those  in  I^testant  places  of  worship,  th^  former  being 
attached  to  a  beam  laid  across  the  building,  and  the  rope 
€xed  to  the  tongue  of  the  bell,  by  pulling  which  a  dis- 
agreeable noise  is  produced;  whereas  the  latter  are  inoved 
on  wheels,  and  rung  with  fiicility,  and  with  ia;  bound 
and  distinct. 

*  Rev.  !•  9—11.  t  Id.  xix.  12. 
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A  contrary  gale  of  Wind  sprung  tip,  mid  fe^rs  b^iilg 
entertained  of  coming  in  cpntact  with  the  plagues  which 
we  heard  had  been  raging  in  Smyrna,  and  ha>dng  b^n 
nearly  a  month  beating  about  in  a  filthy  crowded^  Vessel, 
and  obliged  to  sleep  on  deck,  alth6ugh  the  voyage  is' usu- 
ally accomplished  in  a  few  days ;  besidies  finding  ptovi^' 
sions  running  short ;  I  resolved  to  proceed  by  land,  and 
with  that  view  disembarked  on  the  coast  of  Scio.  Afrei^ 
crossing  the  moiintains  I  arrived  at  Sed^ai,  a  summer 
residence  of  the  European  inhabitants  at  Smyrna,  and 
about  six  miles  distant,  where  I  considered  it  prudent  to. 
halt,  information  of  the  existence  of  this  dreadfol  pestil^CJa' 
having  been  fuUy  confirmed.  It  had  been  communicated 
by  a  vessel  widi  slaves,  that  recently  arrived  in  that 
harbour.  .   .  »      -  ; 

During  my  stay  here,  I  was  invited  to  the  house  of  the 
Dutch  Consul ;  I  finally  threw  off  my  Turkish  dress,  and 
onoe  more  resumed  that  of  the  Christian,  and  I  own  I  hevei^ 
experienced  a  higher  gratification  than  in  placing  myself  lA 
my  native  attitude,  by  sitting  upon  a  chair,  after  bein^ 
so  long  obliged  to  retain  a  cross-legged  position,  and 
also  partaking  of  the  hospitalities  6f  the  table,  having,  iil 
feet,  never  enjoyed  a  meal  with  any  proper  degree  of  com- 
fort since  I  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  British 
resident  at  Grand  Cairo. 

After  remaining  at  Sedequi  some  days,  and  falling  in  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Williamson,  the  English  chapl^,  we  rode 
down  to  Smyrna,  carefully  shunning  the  quarter  inhabited 
by  the  Turks. 

The  driver  of  the  mules  which  carried  my  bed  and  bag- 
gage, exercised  the  greatest  possible  caution,  and  avoided 
interference  or  coming  in  contact  with  any  person.  I  was 
accommodated  in  his  apartments  in  the  British  Factory, 
where  I  was  for  some  time  confined  m  close  quarantine. 
On  entering  the  town,  he  pointed  out  a  blind  person  to  me 
who  was  soliciting  alms.  He  was  one  of  the  most  deplor- 
able and  afiecting  objects  that  imagination  can  conceive: 
being  almost  in  a  state  of  putridity  firom  the  horrible  dis- 
ease of  leprosy.     At  the  period  of  my  arrival  the  shops 
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were  shut  up^  **  fiocidents*'  (deaths),  as  they  are  ternled, 
oceumog.  every  hour,  and  many  awful  spectacles  of  disease^ 
like  those  of  old,  removed  from  their  polluted  habitations  ia 
Utters,  to  prevent  the  contagion  makmg  m6re  rapid  strides^ 
who  were  laid  under  teats  pitched  on  the  sea  shore  for  thrir 
reception,  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  town.  This 
brought  to  my  recollection  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  that 
it  was  a  dtetrucdon  that  wasteth  at  noon  day.  This  leads 
me  to  observe^  that  on  some  occasions  it  is  the  practice  <^ 
Mahommedans  to  mount  the  minarets,  from  which  there  i& 
proclaimed  the  name  of  persons  who  have  died,  the  hour 
when  the  event  occurred^  and  followed  by  a  call  on  the 
friends  to  commit  the  bodies  to  the  earth.  Although  our 
own  native  land  was  at  no  verj  distant  period  visited  with 
this  frightful  pestilence,  yet  great  is  the  gratitude  which' 
ought  to  be  expressed  at  the  present  day  that  we  are  ex- 
empted from  such  a  visitation.  We  are  bound  to  continue 
our  prayers  that  the  Almighty  would  (withhold  his  destroying 
angel  from  us,  which  cuts  down  thousands,  and  occasions 
such  awfril  scenes  pf  desolajtion  and  woeful  mournings 


CHAP.  XXXV. 


THE     PLAGUE.  -^  DEPARTURE     FOR     EPHBSUS*  —  JOURNEY. 

CHURCH    OF   ST.    JOHN. VILLAGE.  —  AQUEDUCT. RUINS* 

-^THEATRE. TEMPLE    OP    DIANA..— HER    STATUE   DISCO- 
VERED.   APOSTLE  PAUL. SOIL.  PLOUGH.  —  COINS. — ' 

RETURN  TO  SMYRNA.  —  PHILADELPHIA  AND  LAODICEA. 


1  HE  peculiar  horror  which  accompanies  those  ravages  oc- 
ca^ipoed  by  the  plague  having  embittered  every  moment, 
and  led  to  considerable  apprehensions  as  to  my  personal 
safety,  I  resolved  to  take  the  earliest  possible  opportunity 
pf  leaving  Smyrna,  and  proceed  to  some  distance.  .  With 
this  view  I  directed  my  course  to  Ephesus,  trembling  at 
f very  step  in  passing  through  the  town. 

.  The  ride  in  that  direction,  after  leaving  Smjrma,  is  along 
the  firpnt  of  well  cidtivated  mauntains,  interspersed  with 
villas,  but  the  prospect  soon  changed,  and  I  found  I  was  going 
along  a  kind  of  wilderness.  I  remarked  in  the  course  of  this 
journey  several  tents,  pitched  in  the  fields^  which  were  co- 
vered with  black  cloih,  nearly  similar  in  form  and  extent  tq 
those  I  adverted  to  about  Jericho  and  Mount  Tabor.  In 
passing  some  cottages,  I  saw  prodigious  flocks  of  storks 
flying  about,  with  very  large  outstretched  wings.  *  Their 
beaks  and  legs  were  of  4X)nsiderable  length,  and  they  flew  in 
the  form  of  a  circle.  Although  they  are  ranked  among  un- 
clean birds  f ,  yet  they  are  supposed  to  be  unrivalled  among 
the  feathered  tribe,  for  qualities  of  an  amiable  nature,  and  may 
be  considered  as  domestic  birds.  They  are  much  attached  to 
the  tops  of  houses,  and  appear  to  be  under  no  kind  of  fear, 
nor  are  they  apprehensive  of  being  dislodged.    No  such  act, 

indeed,  is  contemplated  by  the  inmates  of  any  dwelling  ta 

♦  Zech.  V.  9.  t  Lcvtt.  xi  \5. 
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which  they  teaorL  They  finmi  very  large  nests  of  dry 
twigs  of  treeSf  and  perch  not  only  on  the  roofr  of  A» 
houses,  bat  on  the  tops  of  the  hij^iest  trees  ^,  and  shun  the 
noise  and  bustle  of  towns.  They  aie  fiuniUar,  IQie  ^nhw 
rows,  and  their  annual  migration  is  similar  to  that  of  sw«U 
lows.  The  Gtrenmstanoe  has  not  escaped  the  observatam 
of  the  prophetB*f  This  bird  is  an  object  of  veneration  in 
£^;ypt,  and  it  is  held  a  breach  of  order  or  policy  to  kill  them* 
I  also  observed  that  it  was  protected  in  Holland,  and  is 
taken  special  care  al  in  odier  countries  at  advanced  age  %, 
asylums  being  built  and  endowed  for  that  purpose.  Seme 
of  the  Mahomedans  are  inclined  tot  bdieve  the  tran^ 
aaigration  of  the  human  soul  into  this  partiodsr  spedes  cf 
birds. 

After  various  windings  I  arrived  at  the  plain  of  EphesBs^ 
which  I  calculate  to  be  from  forty  to  fifty  m3es  distant 
from  l^yma,  and  was  accommodated  for  the  night  in  a 
hut  at  a  bridge  thrown  over  the  river  Cayster,  wfaidi  moves 
along  the  plain»  and  terminates  in  the  sea.  This  place  was 
wretdied  in  the  extreme.  I  slept  on  the  groimd,  and 
passed  a  most  uncomfortable  and  resdess  night,  being  tor- 
mented with  vermin  and  flies,  added  to  swarms  of  beedea 
crawling  about ;  the  cackling  of  swallows,  and  the  howlii^ 
of  dogs,  with  the  yell  of  a  cat  upon  the  too£ 

Next  morning  I  proceeded  to  view  the  once  celd^reled 
city  of  l4)hesus,  which  is  completely  shut  in  by  mountains. 
Tlie  ruins  <rf'a  castle  first  attract  attention,  on  a  rocky  eai^- 
nence^  which  forms  a  noUe  object  and  is  df  great  exteui. 
At  the  bottom  of  it  stands  the  church  §,  dedicated  to  ike 
memory- of  St.  John,  who  is  supposed  to  have  spent  some 
part  of  his  life  in  this  place.  It  was  founded  by  the 
Christians,  and  afterwards  converted  into  a  Mahommedim 
mosque,  in  the  interior  of  which  are  lofty  and  massy 


•  Psaim  ciy.  17.  t  Jer.  toL  7. 

X  Fes  has  an  hospital  richly  endowed  for  the  Irestiaeiiiof  lunatiei. 
Part  of. ike  ftmda  has  been  bequeathed  by  ^e  wills  of  y^oim  char^a|>le 
testators,  for  the  express  purpose  of  nursing  sick  cranes  and  stodLS*  oatf 
huiying  them  when  dead.  —  Tmod$  of  An  Bey. 
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Imnns  of  gramt^.wkidi  Iiave  sidtaioed  the  nwf.  Thfi 
wiiole  ison  a  stale  of  dilapidation^  without  windows  or 
dooF8»  •  It  isnumtledmthivy,  but  is  totally  4eflerted»  and  the 
wboie  pi|ice  is  marked  by  sjleape  and  melanclioly*  Iwenl^ 
forward  to  the  village  contig(|on6»  called  Aisalucks  conais^ 
ing  of  a  few  misenible  eidiins,  wherei  there  are  the  nuns  of 
aa  exteosiYe  aqaeduct.  The  inhabitants  axe  in  wtekAesim 
uesa  and  poverQry  and»  in  fiu^  may  be  cons^ered  in  a  state 
of  insensibility. 

On  proceeding  about  two  miles  further  to  the  west»  the 
muns  of  Ephesus  became  conspicuous,  and  darting  as  it 
W4nre,  in  a  moment  to  view.  Theystandin  oneof  the  most 
Mtnied  situa^KHU  that  eaa  be  cmtoeired ;  and  ci  all  Ihe 
scenes  of  desolatiaa  I  ever  vidited  none  affected  me  in  a 
ffKat^r  degree.  The  enormous  masses  of  nuQS  of  so  illua>ii 
tnona  a  cky,  excke,  indeed^  very  distressing  sepsatjonsfc 
St.  Paul  virated  die  place,  accompanied  by  Aqu^  and 
Fri»eiU%  with  whom  he  had  lodged  at  Corinth,  and  estabr 
lished  his  colleague  Timothy,  "vpfao  is  denominated  his  soa 
in  the  fiuthy  in  die  character  of  bishop.  *  As  it  at  pn^senti 
eacists  it  is  scattered  in  terrible  eonfiision,  axid  at  a  short 
•distance  from  thesea,  in  the  direction  of  it^  wberq  tbi^ire  is  m 
principal  port. 

At  entering  this  once  flourishing  ci^,  which  is  said  te 
have  occupied  SQO  years  in  building  a«id  laay  be  defted 
aa  the  first  of  the  «sveii  Christian  diurcbes  diat  h^ve  hecsa 
estahUsfaed»  there  is  tp.  the. north  a  d;ciis»  clear  a4d  di^ 
dmcl,  widi  an  ami^4dieatre^  whichi  ftcm  ita  prodigkHis 
atieiigth,  we  might  be  led  to  suppose  never  conld  be  da* 
mdished  but  with  theeiid  of  time.  Tbareaieaftwpedisa* 
tats,  on  which  lo%  oolumis  were  onca  eraetod»  wUi^  ai^ 
alill  visible  round  the  interior,  4dioug^  choked  ^  wMb 
weeds  and  ntbbish.  Frolntbe  viewl  toakofabiiildnPg^xC 
thb  ma^tode,  and  die  account  transmitted  to  usi  in  tb# 
gospel,  I  am  disposed  to  entartain  a  decked  fiptittQiis  dial 
it  miist  have  been  the  edifice  or  ^^  theatit^''  into  which  tlM  / 
blmd  Ephei^ans,  b^ed  by  Demetdns,  jrusbe^  6*901  tba 
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indignatiott  which  was  excited  byhis  profeBnoiiy  in  brmr 
iog  die  sibrer  ornaments  *,  to  perpetuate  the  objofCt  of 
idolatry  s^  up  at  Ephesus,  being  overturned  by  the  heft-, 
venly  and  thundmng  eloquence  uttered  by  this  Apostle  m 
pleaching,  during  three  years,  the  doctrines  of  Jesus  Christt. 
on  which  occasion  the  whole  ci^  was  tlux}wnintQ  a  state, 
df  oonfbsbn  juid  rage. 

^  Notwithstandnig,  however,  the  many  obstacles  thrown  iit 
the  way,  and  the  great  opposition  shown  by  the  pec^le,  yet 
it  cannot  fiiil  to  strike  a  contemplative  mind,  how  mildly 
die  word  of  God  proqiered,  and  ultimately  prevailed :  tiMt 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  was  glorified,  and  the  piodamatiaB* 
issued  in  recommendatiim  of  their  idolatrous  and  scqpiBr«« 
stitious  artifices  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  committed 
to  the  flames,  and  the  Christian  reli^on  Uaaed  forthf  like 
a  glorious  luminary.  Among  others  who  used  indefieitigable 
eflbrts  in  the  propagation  of  the  doctrine  ct  salvaticm 
Arough  a  crucified  H^deemer,  an  Egyptian :):,  a  native  of 
Alexandria,  yidded  to  none,  firom  his  distinguished  powers 
and  a  knowledge  of -Revelation,  who  discovered  an  ardent 
fleal  in  the  cansc)  by  speaking  boldly,  proclaiming  publidyy 
and  teaching  diligently,  to  the  convietifm  of  its  Eluded  in-^ 
habitants  who  heard  him,  that  Jesus  was  truly  die  Qirist» 
and  Son  of  the  living  God. 

Near  this  theatre,  and  upon  a  considerdbfe  ^evtttabn,  I 
observed  a  circular  area,  paved  with  stime,  or  radier  the 
natural  ro^  cut  into  tMs  form,  where  fragments  c^  a  few 
imunblii^  pedestals  may  be-  traced,  which  fermeily -sup- 
ported columns  bearing  evident  marks  dP  a  rotunda  or 
tenq)le,  which  I  am  also-inclined  to  think  might  have  been 
the  spot  where  the  great  object  of  idolatry  had  been  set  up*; 
On  survqing  this  spot,  a  circumstance  was  brought  to- 
my  recollection  which  may  be  here  noticed; .  Whoi  m 
Rome  I  was  conducted  over  the  apartments  of  Lucien  Buo-' 
snparte  by  his  priest,  which  are  siipposed  to  contain  Ihe. 
most  sdect  collections  of  pictures  and  stattccs  to  be  seen  in^ 
idl  Italy,'  and  having  requested  him  to  shew  the  statue  ctm^ 

*  Acts  xviii.  19.         ..tI(l**3U3U84«-*4l.  Hdxriii.  84. 


sideffedto  be' most  vaidaM^  ihe' pointed  out.  the  goddesa' 
Diana  disobvca^  at*  Epfaesus.     On  my  visit  to  Ej^esus^  I 
mentioned 'this  to  several  of  the  ddesi  natives  I  could  pos^ 
MSAy  discoFer^  in  order  to  learn  if  they  knew  or  had  heard 
any  oftheir  ancestors  allude  to  the  discovery  of  a  statue, 
c^  this  goddess,  or  any.  representation  of  a  human  figura^ 
found  in  the  place,     lliey  positively  assured  me  that  not  a* 
sffUable  of  any  such  discoveries  had  reachedtheir  ears. 

The  soil  about  Ephesus,  particularly  the  plain,  is  rich*: 
The  plough  is  drawn  by  oxen,  and  formed  something  after 
the  one  used  in  the  Holy  Land,  exccptii^  that  the  hori*; 
aontal  pole  to  which  the  cattle  are  attached  is  longer,  ^th 
the  view  of  kequng  them  at  a  greater  distance  from  eadi* 
Oliver.    The  penetration  of  the  plough-  into  the  earth  is. 
very  shallow,  and  the  furrows  are  long.    This  struck  me> 
as  a  commentary  on  one  part  o£  revealed  truth.  *    The! 
mode  adopted  to  smooch  the  groimd  on  being  sown,  to  fixr 
down  ihe  griain,  instead  of  applying  a  roller  to  it,  is  by/ 
a  plank  of  wood,  near  a  Soot  in  breadth,  to  which  a  pole, 
similar  to  that  of  a  coach,  is  fixed^^  with  a  cross  at  the  top 
to  attach  .the  oxen.    The  husbandman  stands  upon  this 
plank,  to  keep  it  in  some  degree  solid,  movii^  the.  oxen  • 
forward  at  a  slow  pace,  and  by  this  means  the  graiii  ia. 
pressed  down. 

'  In  proceeding  through  the  town,  about  the,  distance  of 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  bcm  the  theatre,  I  came4o  awful  piles 
of  ruins^  the  result  of  the  ravages  of  time^  and  the  work« 
of  devastating  barbarians^  conveying  abundant  proc^  o£ 
the  former  magnifieenee  and  extent  of  this  renowned  city. 
In  stumbling  among  these  wvecks,  it  waa  impossible  not- 
to  contemplate  with  inferest,  not  only ^the  remarkable  events 
which  occurred  in  this  comer  of  the  eaithji^  whene  the  in*-: 
genuity  of  the  architect  and  the  power  of  the  orator  had 
been  so  eminently  displayed.    At  the  same  time»  however, 
that  it  exhibits  on  the  one  hand  the  wcmderfiil  producUons 
of  man,  it  shews  on  the  other  his  frail  ^and  perishing 
nature.     What  Ephesus  must  have  been  anciently,  the 

*  PsaL  cnix.  3. 
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inagtafltioii  of  a  tmTelkr  will  hi  able,  e^ea  fiomits  pre-- 
Btat  fallen  stale»  to  form  a  correct  q>inkui  o£  The  gross 
idolatry  of  pagans  was  sncceeded  by  the  worship  of  the 
tme  Ood  by  the  primidTe  Cihristiansy  and  is  now  foDowed 
by  that  of  the  Mahommedan  impostor.  These  will  convey 
to  his  mind  the  truth  of  Scriptare,  namely^  that  the  can* 
dlesdck  is  removed  out  of  its  place  %  and  that  city/which 
was  once  fuU  of  people,  now  literally  sits  solitary,  and  in 
a  total  state  of  desertion.  The  moping  owl,  it  may  be 
jusdy  observed,  complains  to  the  moon  on  the  ivy  mantled' 
ruins  of  its  original  glory  and  grandeur. 

My  curiosity  in  this  very  secluded  spot  having  been 
satisfied,  after  inducing  in  mournful  reflections,  which 
the  ccmsideration  of  its  original  splendid  architecture  andf 
conseqnence,  lying  in  such  woeful  destruction  was  cakni*-- 
lated  to  inspire,  I  intended  to  have  proceeded  to  Philadel-* 
phia,  laodicea,  &c.,  which  were  idso  formerly  fitvonred 
with  the  light  of  revelation,  and  where  Christian  churches, 
were  established;  but  to  my  mortification,  after  every  po9^ 
sibte  enqmry  made  by  my  servant  in  di£brent  languages  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  appeared  singularly  i^orant^  they 
could  not  point  out  the  tract  which  I  afterwards  disoovered 
ait  Smyvfia  had  not  been  many  mileadis^t. 

Among  the  many  coins  presented  to  me  here  by  a  shep^ , 
herd  for  sale,  I  was  told  that  not  a  single  one  bearing  the 
effigy  of  Diaaa^  which  I  was  so  anxious  to  obtain,  could 
be  procured.  I  departed  firom  Ephesus,  imd  aflsr  taking 
another  traci^  said  to  he  shorter  in  extisnt  than  that  firom 
Smyrna,  and  over  the  mountains,  partly  through  a 
woody  country  where  I  o^en  loitt  my  way,:  and  it  was  a, 
mirade  I  had  not  been  enoountered  by  bandittis  I  returned 
in  safely  to  Smyrna* 

•  Rev.  ii.  5. 
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CHAP.  XXXVL 

SMYftKA.  —  PLAGI^E.  ^-  BESCRIPtlOK.  —  CITY.  —  PORt.  —  TQ^ 
PULATION. -*  BIBLE  SOGIEtY.  —  BRftlStl  SYSTEM  OF  EOU- 
CATiaNk*^ BIRTH-DAY  OV   GEORGE    TBE    THIRD. -—ENGLISH 

,  CONSUL. -^CASIMO^-*- VILLAS. -^REMARKABLE  PACT  OF  SA- 
CRIFICE Of  A  GREEK  CHRISTIAN*  — » DECAPITATION  OF  ^A*. 
CHALBY.  -—  STRATAGEM*  *^  REMARKS  ON  CAPITAL  PUNIS^-^ 
MENT8. 

On  my  arrival  at  Smjoma^  it  afforded  me  no  ordinary 
gratification  to  find  the  horrors  of  the  plague  and  appre- 
hensions of  its  fiirther  ravages  had  considerably  subsided* 
This  enabled  me  to  walk  about  the  town  in  company  with. 
Mr.  Williamson,  under  all  the  peculiar  precaution  which 
is  observed  by  the  Franks,  even  avoiding  to  tread  on  the 
smallest  rag  or  any  trifling  article  lying  in  the  streets,  firom 
which  infection  might  be  dreaded,  or  touching  any  person 
in  passing.  Most  of  the  shops,  however,  of  the  Europeans 
were  still  shut  up,  the  principal  ftmilies  had  fled  to  a  dis- 
tance, a  dead  silence,  peculiarly  affecting^  reigned  through- 
out the  place,  the  tents  under  which  those  afflicted  with  the 
disease  had  been  placed,  were  still  pitched  on  the  shores ; 
and  many  had  died  since  I  departed  for  Ephesus.  Every 
article  received  into  the  houses  of  the  Franks  was  thrown 
into  water  before  it  was  used,  the  gates  leading  ta  their 
houses  were  closed,  no  persons  were  permitted  to  pass  with- 
out the  strictest  examination,  and  every  letter  was  received 
between  small  tongs,  and  fumigated  before  it  was  touched 
and  opened.  Bread  in  a  warm  state  firom  recent  baking 
was  avoided.  The  infection  ol  this  sore  pestilence  may  be 
communicated  by  the  smallest  thread,  but  it  is  singular 
that  it  does  not  aflfect  the  feathered  tribe,  although  their 
feathers  communicate  infection.  I  do  not  think  any  danger 
is  to  be  apprehended  frpm  ox^n  or  horses,  although  tra- 
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yellers  ought  to  avoid  coming  in  oontaet  with  goats  or  sheep. 
Delirium,  vomiting,  violent  head-adi}  and  any  of  those 
symptoms  are  sufficient  to  cause  the  aflected  to  expeet 
speedily  his  great  change. 

Smyrna  is  very  be&utifuUy  situated  at  the  fdct  of  a  lofly 
mountain,  stretching  itself  aloi^  the  shore  of  great  extent, 
whiclx  is  capped  with  a  costellated  building  with  twogate^ 
ways,  and  over  one  of  these  is  an  inscription  in  Greek* 
From  this  elevation  ft  pleasant  prospect  <^>en6;  and  perhaps 
diis  is  ^the  &iest  part  of  Asia,  wheve  » large  fleet  might  ride^ 
and  vessels  may  receive  and  discharge  their  cargoes  close 
to  the  shore.  It  is  claimed  as  the  birth  pla^  of  H<Hn^y 
and  medals  were  struck  here  with  his  name.  In  iins 
mountain  was  founded  one  of  those  churches  which  became 
fhe  peculiar  care  of  St.  John,  to  which  he  gave  some  inter- 
esting admbnitions.  ^  It  is  a  striking  circumstance,  that 
of  all  the  other  ancient  churdies  in  Asia,  the  present  is  the 
only  one  of  which  some  fragments  remain.  Smyrna  ha. 
alone  preserved  its  character  as  a  city,  while  Ephesus  and 
the  other  miserable  villages  are  of  no  consequence.  The 
population  is  calculated  at  100,000,  10,000  of  whom  are 
Jews,  and  the  English  may  be  1 00.  The  streets  are  narrow 
and  the  houses  are  low,  built  of  clay,  with  roois  of  pantiles 
Iresembling  these  at  Genoa,  and  many  of  them  are  gaudily 
painted :  tibere  is  a  rage  to  form  the  windows  so  as  to  hang 
over  or  project  on  the  street.  Frank-street,  where  the  Eu- 
ropeans reside^  and  there  are  many  sign-boards  m  tiie  Eng- 
lish language,  may  be  considered  as  the  Bond-street  here 
for  promenading.  Native  Smymials  are  remarkably  fiiir  and 
beautiful,  and  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  diem  from  English 
females.  The  European  dress  appears  the  most  predomi- 
nant here,  and  difiPereht  languages  are  spoken.  Savairy; 
Duke  of  Rovigo,  who  is  said  to  be  worth  ft  million  of  money^ 
and  was  form^y  at  the  head  of  the  police  in  France;  c»i 
being'exiled,  with  a  son  of  David  the  painter,  tookup  thdr 
residence  here.  The  latter  taught  the  French  language: 
There  is  a  most  c<»nmodious  EngSdi  Qiurcli  i&id*a  BiUe 

• 
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Sdrnty^vma^  estaUii^ed  by  Mr. .  WilUailisoii  ^ :  also  «n 
elegant  coflPeey^  bUliard^  and  ball  room.  Mr.  Werry,  who  i» 
consul,  has  sustained  jthat  diaracter  nearly  40  years.  He 
resides  in  the  British  Factory^  which  is  extensive,  with 
gates,  where  the  churthand  parsonage  is  situated.  This 
place  is  so  independent,  as  inclines  me  think  it  is  a  snii|U 
town  within  itself.  Having  been  entertabjied  with  other 
Englishmen  by  the  Consul  on  the  2d  of  June,  when  I 
remarked,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Grovemor  at  Damascus^  he 
loudly  clapped  hi^  hands  to  order  his  servants  into  tb<9 
loom.  A  band  of  music  drew  up  under  the  window  in  the 
evening,  and  performed  several  loyal  airs,  in  honor  of  the 
approaching  birth-day  of  George  the  3d.  On  such  occa^ 
sions  this  ceremony  does  not  take  place  on  the  anniversary 
of  a  birth-day  itself  but  on  the  evening  preceding  it. 

There  is  a  flat  piece  of  ground  extending  along  the  shore 
caUed  the  Casino,  which  foms  a  marine  pTomenfde,  where, 
having  observed  several  of  my  countrymen  actively  engaged 
in  athletic  exercises,  it  brought  me  for  the  moment  to  think 
i  was  standhig  on  English  ground;  spectacles  pleasing'tp 
my  eyes,  which  had  been  so  long  forced  to  behold  so  many 
barUeirians,  whose  filthy  appearance,  manners,  and  habits 
wefeso  diametrically  opposite  to  those  of  our  own  lan4» 
pre-eminently  distinguished  of  all  others  for  order  and 
cleanliness.  The  neighbourhood  of  Smyrna  is  beautiful^ 
and  among  the  valleys  are  situated  several  retreats,  &r 
etiveloped  by  the  lofty  cedar.  The  stork,  which  I  so  ofkea 
had  occasion  to  mention,  is  a  common  bird  here,  and  proi 
tecied ;'  it  is  never  shot  at^  being  held  in  veneration.  It  is 
a  remarkable  circumstance  that  the  cock  begins  to  crow 
between- 10  and  1 1  o'clock  at  night* 

Dreadful  horrors  and  devastations  were  occasioned  here 
to  the  Europeans  id  1797  firomthe  outrages  of  the  Infidels, 

*The  author  laments  to  learn,  that  since  his  return  to  Britua  this 
worthy  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Smyrna  has  paid  the  deht  of  nature* 
Jiis.inod€S^.aiid;alixietyin  hi*  Christian. ci^eer,  and  the  exerdoB»  he 
made  to  promote  a  Bible  Soci^  here,  were  distinguished  and  com- 
mendable. ^  ' 
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among  a  crowd  of  people  in  an  i^mrtment  to  witness  th^' 
exkibiticm  of  a  Froich  mountebank.  In  consequence  of 
being  refused  admittance  by  a  janissary,  houses  were  set 
on  fire,  a  scene  of  pillage  ensued,  Gfre^  to  the  amount  of 
4000  massacred,  and  the  destruction  occasioned  amounted 
to  100,000^,  when  the  British  sustained  a  loss  to  an  equal 
amount. 

The  practice  observed  here  by  the  Mahonuoedans  is  not 
to  permit  the  tombs  of  the  departdd  to  be  <q)ened  &r  a 
Series  of  years. 

Before  I  conclude  this  hasty  sketdi  of  Smyrna,  I  think  it 
necessary  t6  adv^t  tD  an  event  of  a  tragical  nature  that 
occurred  there,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  as  inferestii^ 
as  it  must  be  Inevolting  to  the  feelings  of  Christians* 

A  Mahommedan  had  prevailed  by  artifice  upon  a  Greek 
Christi»i,  about  25  years  old,  in  his  service^  to  abandon  the 
Christian  faith,  and  embrace  the  tenets  of  the  lawgiver  of 
the  Arabians,  on  which  he  assumed  the  costume  of  the 
Infidlel.  Oh  the  expiration  of  his  engagement,  the  Greek 
departed,  and  was  Absent  from  the  place  aibout  12  months^ 
when  his  conscience  haring  reproached  him  fer  this  rash  act 
of  apostac^  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  he  proceeded  to 
the  Tuildsh  judge,  threw  down  his  tqrban,  dedared  he  had 
been  deceived,  and  that  as  he  was  originally  bom,  so  would 
he  still  live  and  die  under  the  name  of  a  Christian.  On 
this  occasion  every  efibit  was  made  to  prevail  on  him  to 
continue  in  the  principles  of  Mahommedanism^  by  <^ring 
him  great  reweufds*  It  will  be  observed  that  Ho  dct  is 
iHore  |>rovoking  to  the  fedings  of  Mussiilmeti  than  thi4 
any  of  their  brethren  should  abjure  the  rtiles  kid  down  by 
the  Koran. 

'  The  Greek,'  however,  having  rejected  every  biSb^  was 
thrust  into  a  dungeon,  where  torture  was  inflicted  upon 
him,  which  he  most  heroically  endured.  He  was  for- 
wards brought  out  to  be  decapitated,  with  his  hands  tied 
behind  his  back,  upon  a  platfmn,  erected  opposite  to  one 
of  the  principal  mosques,  whsre  a  blacksmith  was  en!i« 
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ployed  to  perform  the  dreadful  operation  with  a  sh^rp 
finrord. 

Still  entertaining  a  hope  that  the  Greek  might  retract 
his  resolution,  especially  when  the  instrum^nit  of  death  was 
exhibited^  th^e  oflers  were  repeated  on  the  scaffold;  they 
were  even  pressed  upon  him  for  acceptance,  but  rejected. 
On  this  the  executioner  was  directed  to  peel  off  with  his 
sword  part  of  the  sicin  of  his  neck,  but  even  this  torture 
did  not  shake,  on  the  contrary,  it  strengthened  his  determin- 
ation; to  the  astonishment  of  the  surrounding  multitude. 
The  fortitude  and  stnmg  faith  of  this  Christian,  who  ex- 
pressed  a  perfect  willingness  to  suffer,  was  prored  by  look- 
ing stedfasdy  up  to  Heaven,  like  the  first  martyr,  Stephen, 
and  loudly  exclaiming,  ^  I  was  born  with  Jesus,  and  will 
die  with  Jesus.'*     On  pronouncing  these  words  his  head 
was  struck  off  at  a  blow,  in  the  presence  of  crowds  (^Greeks 
drawn  to  the  spot,  who,  having  considered  their  country- 
man had  suffered  in  the  cause  of  Christianity,  dipped  their 
handkerchiefs  in   his  bloody   to    retain  as  memorials  of 
so  extraordinary  an   event.     His  head  was  then  placed 
under^the  lefl  armf,   and  with  the  body  remained  on  the 
scaffold  three  days  exposed  to  public  view,  when  the  Greeks 
were  permitted  to  bury  it     Such  was  the  magnanimity 
of  this  young  martyr,  who  shed  his  blood  for  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  Christ.     This  was  the  third  instance  of  the  kind 
wfaic^  occurred  withih  these  last  twenty  years,  and  most 
devoutly  it  is  to  be  wished  that  it  may  prove  to  be  the 

last. 

From  a  communication  made  to  me  by  an  official  per- 
json  here,  it  appears,  that  when  a  Mahomedan  of  rank  falls 
under  displeasure,  which  is  punished  by  the  forfeiture  of 
liiis  head,  stratagems  are  frequently  used  to  accomplish  the 
act,  and  he  is  taken  by  surprise.  What  may  often  be  con- 
sidered as  a  mark  of  respect  of  the  Grand  Signior  by  some 
who  have  incurred  his  resentment,  is  frequently  prepara- 

•  1  Pet.  Si.  14.    Re?,  vi.  9. 

-f>  After  the  decapitation  of  a  Mahomedao,  his  head  is  placed  under 
the  right  arm,  and  in  this  manner  he  is  interred. 
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toiy.  to  the  death  blow,  being  strudk.     This  was  exem- 
plified in  a  case  that  occurred  here.     A  Pacha,  or  person 
of  rank,  had  offended  the  Grand  Signior.     A  Turkish 
frigate   arrived,    displaying  her    colours,    firing  salutes, 
pei^rming  various  manoeuvres,  and  having  a  person  of 
distinction  on  board.     The  I^acha  having  conclude  jBrom 
this  and  other  acts,  that  in  all  probability  he  might  be  tjie 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  Turkish  capital,  advancing 
him  to  a  greater  elevation,  hoisted  his  flag,  discharged  his 
guns,  and  paid  other  compliments  in  return.    .  On  this  a 
message  was  sent,  inviting  him  to  a  grand  dinner  on  board 
the  frigate,  and  he  set  off,  not  entertaining  the  most  distant 
suspicion  of  the  object  in  view.     After  the  banquet  was 
finished,  the  sentence  of  decapitation   was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  unfortunate  Pacha.     The  English  Consul  had 
by  some  means  or  other  heard  of  the  tragical  event  which 
was  to  take  place,  and,  to  his  honour,  made  all  possible 
haste  to  the.  ship,  who  humanely  interfiled,  having,  enter- 
tained great  respect  for  the  Pacha;  but  all  the  efforts  he 
made  to  avert  the  final  stroke  were  of  no  avail,  for  the  head 
of  the  Pacha  was  cut  off.  .  Similar. deceptions  have  ..often 
been  resorted  to  in  the  course  of  war,  and  we  find  it  prac- 
tised on  such  occasions,  where  the  life  of  a  subject  of  rank 
is  required  by  the  Porte.     Heads  may  be  struck  off  withr 
out  the  Grand  Signior  uttering  a  syllable  or  expressing  his 
resolution  in  writing,  as  a  mere  motion  or  wave  of  the 
hand  made  horizontally,  is  a  sufficient  authority  to  effect 
it.     A  Capidgi,  or  officer  of  rank,  and  unaccompanied  by 
any  person,  is  dispatched  to  execute  the  acl^  when  the 
order  is  shown  the  object  of  punishment  to  carry  back  his 
head  to  the  Turkish  capital.     To  these  silent  messengers 
of  death  I  apprehend  the  Royal  Preacher  has  a  special 
reference.  •     And  here  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  emi- 
nent Prophet  fllijah  appears  to  be  the  only  person  we  can 
find  in  the  volume  of  inspiration,  who  resisted  the  bloodj 
mandate  of  the  Sovereign  of  his  age.f     It  may  be  added, 

< .  * 
*  Prov.  xvi.  14r  t  1  Kings  vi.  31.  55.    Id.  xix. 
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that  persons  of  superior  rank  are  exempted  from  being 
instantly  decapitated,  since  they  are  strangled  previously. 

Before  concluding,  I  cannot  think  of  alluding  to  the  law 
respecting  final  punishment  without  observing,  there  ap- 
pears no  mode  so  humane,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  and 
speedy,  as  decapitation,  where  the  sufferings  of  an  offender 
are  momentary ;  on  the  other,  that  of  terminating  life  by 
suspension  appears  to  be,  of  all  others,  the  most  de- 
grading. 
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DBPARTTIBB  VBOM  SMYRNA.  —  MYTBLBKB. —  TBRBDOS.  —  TROT, 
r-  DARDANELLBS.  —  CON8TANTINOPLB*  —  HIPFODROMB.  — - 
BURNED  PILLAR.  —  MEN AOBRIB.  —  DOCK  YARD  AND  NAVY. 
,  —  MINT.  •—  VISIT  TO  THE  INTERIOR  OF  THB  MOSQUES  WITH 
THE  BRITISH  AMBASSADOR. — CHURCH  OF  ST.  SOPHIA.— 
RELIGIOUS  TENETS  OF  THE  MAHOMBDANS.  -—  PROCESSION  OF 
GRAND  SIGNIOR  TO  MOSQUE.  —  JANISSARIES.  —  BOSPRORUS. 
—  8TRBBTS  OF  THB  CAPITAL.  —  BARBBR's  SHOP. — CHURCH* 
YARD.  —  PALACE  OF  THB  ENGLISH  AMBASSADOR.  —  POPU- 
LARITY OF  SIR  ROBERT  LISTON.  —  LADY  W.  MONTAGU.  --* 
DBRVI8HBS.  —  REPRESENTATION  OF  AMBASSADOR  TO  THB 
PORTEy  OF  THB  CONDUCT  OF  THB  GOVERNOR  OF  SAMARIA. 

After  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  the  British  cler- 
gyman, and  leaving  a  sum  of  money  for  the  Bible  Society 
which  was  just  instituted  here,  I  embarked  on  board  an 
English  vessel  *,  and  directed  my  course  to  the  Turkish 
capital. 

I  sailed  up  the  Archipelago,  passihg  Mytelene  f  ,  which 
was  once  &voured  with  a  visit  fix>m  the  great  Apostle  c( 
the  Gentiles.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  first  island 
which  the  Turks  gained  the  secure  possession  of.  We 
then  proceeded  to  the  promontory  of  Lectum,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  gulf  called  Cape  Babia.  Hie  town  of  Baba  is 
fiunous  for  the  manu&cture  of  knives  and  poignards.  I 
reached  Tenedos,  where  I  was  informed  a  Turk,  named 
Adun  Oglou,  was  banished  some  time  ago  &om  Con- 
stantinople, on  account  of  his  riches,  which  had  excited 
jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  Porte,  where  he  was  compelled 

*  This  ship  was  unfortunately  lost  on  her  return  to  England. 

t  Acts  XX.  14. 
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to  bi^  a  castle.  The  plaoe  was  laid  in  ashes  a  few  years 
since  by  the  Russians  in  revenge,  one  of  the  crew  of  their 
ships  having  been  murdered  there.  Nearly  opposite  this 
place  was  die  position  of  Troy,  where  I  was  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  shore,  but  was  not  permitted  to  land.  I  after- 
wards reached  the  Sigian  promontory,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dardanelles,  or  Hellespont,  <m  one  side  of  which  stands 
what  has  been  denominated  the  castle  of  Europa,  and  on 
the  other  the  castle  of  Asia.  I  proceeded  up  the  Dar- 
danelles, which  is  so  narrow  in  one  part  that  many  English- 
men have  availed  themselves  of  the  (^portunity  of  swim- 
ming across.  British  ships  of  war  are  not  allowed  to  enter 
it  during  the  time  of  peace.  At  this  time  there  was  hardly 
a  breath  of  wind,  every  sail  was  set,  but  in  one  instant 
a  violent  gust  of  wind  set  in  unexpectedly,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  dexterity  of  the  sailors  in  hauling  down  the 
sails,  the  vessel  would  to  a  certainty  have  been  laid  on  her 
beam  ends.  Such  is  the  uncertainty  of  winds,  of  which 
diere  is  no  kind  of  warning  given,  the  change  from  a 
calm  to  a  storm  is  almost  instantaneous.  The  prospects 
along  the  banks  of  the  Dardanelles  are  delightful,  and 
would  lead  an  Englishman  to  suppose  he  was  sailing  on 
the  Thames.  These  banks  are  all  along  strongly  fortified 
with  heavy  pieces  of  artillery,  many  of  which  are  level  with 
the  shore,  and  are  charged  with  balls  fiibricated  from 
granite,  which  is  discharged  so  as  to  point  at,  or  rake 
the  hulls  of  hostile  ships.  I  afterwards  found  myself  in 
the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  ultimately  arrived  at  Constan- 
tinople. 

The  Ottoman  capital,  antiently  denominated  Byzantium, 
was  changed  by  Constantine  to  its  present  appellation,  and 
is  called  by  the  Turks  Istamboul,  implying  a  spot  of  fer- 
tility. At  one  time,  when  it  was  consecri^ed  a  seat  of  the 
Eastern  Roman^  Empire,  it  received  the  name  of  New 
Rome,  under  an  idea  that  it  was  held  as  a  rival  to  that 
great  city.  It  is  situated  in  one  of  the  finest  spots  ima- 
ginable. The  Black  Sea  is  on  its  right,  and  the  White 
on  the  left;  and  it  is  unrivalled  in  point  of  beauty  and 
advantages. 
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I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  view  dn  approaching 
it ;  the  numerous  buildings,  domes,  minarets,  palaces,  and 
Cyprus  trees,  and  the  splendid  residence  of  the  Grand 
Signior  immediately  at  the  entiiEmce,'  with  the  maritime 
scene  of  its  harbour,  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  wh6)re 
flocks  of  birds  are  seen  to  resort  to  its  wat^r,  are  by 
Mahomedan  superstition  securely  protected.  The  numer- 
ous ships  look  like  groves  of  trees ;  a  rapid  succession  of 
barges  and  boats  is  constantly  moving  to  and  fro,  on  its 
bosom,  and  the  whole  f(»*ms  such  a  lively  picture  of  grandeur 
and  magnificence,  combined  with  natural  objects,  as  is, 
perhaps,  unequalled  in  the  world. 

Having  landed,  I  went  to  an  inn,  the  only  one  in  the 
place ;  it  had  been  lately  opened,  and  was  but  a  miser- 
able place  of  reception.  I  proceeded  to  the  palace  of  his 
excellency  Sir  Robert  Liston,  to  pay  my  respects  to  him. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  a  minute  description  of  Con- 
stantinople, since  my  visit  was  not  of  sufficient  duration  to  see 
and  examine  with  proper  attention,  all  the  objects  of  in- 
terest which  it  contains.  This  noble  city,  supposed  to  be 
like  an  unequal  triangle,  in  the  form  of  a  harp,  for- 
merly the  seat  of  the  Roman  emperors,  was  seized  by  the 
Infidels  as  far  back  as  1453*  The  population  is  very 
great,  the  amount  of  it,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  with  precision,  no  census  having  been 
taken,  or  any  register  kept  of  births,  although  it  is  com- 
puted at  300,000.  The  suburbs  are  cidled  Galata.and 
Pera ;  they  are  separated  from,  the  city  by  its  port,  and  set 
apart  by  the  Christians  for  their  residence.  The  palace  of 
the  British  ambassador,'  superior  to  any  of  the  crther  am- 
bassadors in  point  of  elegance  and  beauty,  is  situated  on  an 
elevation. 

I  visited  the  Hippodrome,  which  is  not  unlike  in  ap- 
pearance to  Smithfield;  here  the  Turks  perform  eques- 
trian exercises ;  and  there  is  an  obelisk  j  formed  of  a  solid 
column  about  fifty  feet  in  height,  also  the  burned  column, 
where  the  tent  of  Constantine  stood,  the  menagerie, 
and  the  dock-yard.  I  observed  a  number  of  soldiers  were 
nmrching  firom  it  in  a  line  along  the  streets,  under  a  strong 
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vseortj  each  having  a  large  bag  of  coins,  said'to  be  fi>r  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  troops.  This  city  at  one  time  con- 
tained many  distinguished  pieces  of  statuary,  which  were 
destroyed  at  the  period  of  the  crusades,  especially  one  ele* 
gant  obelisk,  surmounted  by  the  representation  of  a  female^ 
that  moved  by  the  slightest  breadth  of  air,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  was  denominated  the  servant  of  the  winds^ 
I  was  permitted  to  enter  the  external  court  of  the  seifaglio^' 
but  had  I  made  the  slightest  attempt  to  penetrate  the 
interior,  it  might  have  subjected  me  to  a  charge  of  high 
treason,  and  forfeited  my  head.  In  this  court  there,  is  k 
mint,  which  I  visited,  and  saw  the  operations  of  coiningy 
which  is  much  adulterated  or  debased. 
.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  here  at  the  time  Sir  Robert 
Liston  intended  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  conceded 
to  the  British  Ambassadors,  during  an  embassy,  namely,  to 
enter  and  examine  the  different  mosques  of  the  capitaL 
On  this  occasion  his  Excellency,  with  distinguished  poUte« 
nissBj  invited  the  English  gentlemen  who  were  at  Constan- 
tinople to  accompany  him.  They  met  in  the  palace  at 
seven  o^clock  in  the  morning,  and  each  was  accommodated 
with  a  pair  of  slippers,  which  were  put  in  the  pocket 
The  procession  set  out  from  thence,  joined  by  some  foreign 
envoys,  and  went  down  to  the  harbour,  where  they  em- 
barked in  boats,  preceded  by  the  Ambassador  in  his  own 
barge.  On  landing  at  the  opposite  side  they  were  met  by 
the  Mohah,  or  High' Ecclesiastical  Judge,  on  horseback, 
with  his  attendants,  and  the  whole  party  walked  direct  to 
the  mosques,  which  were  visited  in  the  following  order : 

Selim;  Kariye  Djabiessi;  Mahomet,  dedicated  to  Ma- 
homet the  Second;  the  Tomb  of  Mahomet;  Solymah; 
Osman ;  Santa  Sophia ;  Sultan  Achmet. 

Before  they  entered  each  of  the  party  was  obliged  to 
throw  off  his  shoes,  at  the  great  door,  and  put  on  slippers, 
as  if  the  temple  of  Mahomet  was  less  contaminated  by 
Christians  treading  in  the  one  than  the  other.  The  chief 
object  of  attraction  was  unquestionably  the  temple  of  St 
Sophia,  originally  built  as  a  monument  of  national  taste 
and  religion ;  it  is  of  greater  extent  than  any  of  those  ori- 
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gkudlf  fbundad  by  Comtantiii^  and  at  the  «qp«aot  ^f  €M 
BliUkm  sterling*  The  altara  were  demolished .  when  Ihe 
capitol  was  taken  by  the  Infidels,  who  eonrerted  the  edifiet 
uito  a  mosque.  It  is  269  feet  in  length,  243  in  fareadth^  aad 
ranks  next  in  point  of  dimenaons  to  any  other  edifice,  eat*- 
oept  that  of  St  Paul's  diiurch  in  London,  which^  it  may  be 
observed)  is  106|  feet  less  in  length  than  that  of  St.  Peter's 
at  Rome,  according  to  a  measurement  I  made  of  dios^ 
cathedrals ;  their  dimensions  are  enumerated  on  die  floor 
of  St.  Peter's.  The  en^  to  St.  Sophia  di&rs  from 
those  of  other  churches,  as  it  is  not  by  an  ascent,  but  by  a 
descent  of  steps.  Cisterns  of  water  are  erected  near  the 
door  for  the  purposes  of  ablution,  by  Mussulmen,  ooo* 
nected  with  their  devotions  The  floor  is  covered  over 
with  matting,  and  the  church  is  surrounded  by  lofty  mar- 
ble  columns;  many  of  these  are  of  green  ja^r.  Some  of 
them  deviate  firom  the  perpendicular  positicm,  and  are  siqn 
posed  to  have  originally  adorned  the  idolatrous,  templo  at 
Ephesus,  bearing  a  variety  of  inscriptions  of  the  tenets 
of  Mahomedan  belie£  Over  these  are  a  double  range 
of  galleries,  to  which  access  was  obtained  by  the  Christiaii 
emperors,  on  horseback,  when  they  visited  the  church 
fi)r  the  purpose  of  performing  their  devotions ;  this  was 
accomplished  by  a  kind  of  paved  way  at  the  bade,  gradu* 
ally  rising  from  the  ground  up  to  the  galleries,  and  is  still 
in  existence.  TThe  dome  of  this  edifice  is  upwards  of  ISO 
feet  in  diameter ;  it  was  adorned  with  scriptural  pieoes 
during  the  age  of  Christianity,  which  have  been  defaced 
by  the  Infidels,  and  many  of  the.  inscriptions^  not  intelligfe* 
ble,  having  also  been  obliterated  by  the  operations  oi  time. 
A  kind  of  altar  is  formed  at  the  upper  end  o^  and  c^posite 
to^  the  entry  of  the  edifice,  where  cc^ies  of  the  Koriin  am 
laidl;  and  on  each  side  are  large  candlesticks,  with  masqr 
wax  lights,  eadi  <^  these  being  probably  five  feet  in  hei^t.' 
To  the  right  hand  is  a  magnificent  balcony,  reserved  as  < 
a  place  for  the  Grand  Signior,  with  gilded  lattice  or  ja^ 
lousie  work  in  firont^  resembling  the  principal  8ide4Kixat 
a  theatre.  Suspended  firom  the  top  of  the  centre  dene 
is  an  enctmom  riiig^  or  ctroilar  frames  with  ti«bie  rows. 


9t'pt3terf  lans^  of  dtftn-enl  colours.  They  were  not  Shb* 
viiialed  on  this  occasion^  but  when  .Eghted  np  cannot  fell 
to  produce  a  fine  efiect  on  the  whole  interior  of  this  edifice; 
During  the  visit  I  perceived  several  Mussufanen,  in  di& 
£arent  parts  of  the  mosqu^  engaged  in  their  devotions,  and 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  in  all  places,  public  or  pri* 
vate^  even  in  the  streets,  nothing  is  able  to  draw  aside 
liieir  attrition,  or  stop  them  for  a  moment  in  the  exercise 
of  it,  till  they  have  finished.  Previous  to  engaging  in  it, 
«id  after  it  was  ended,  they  spread  out  small  pieces  of 
eaqpet  and  lay  down  to  enjoy  sleep.  No  women  are,  how- 
ev^,  permitted  to  have  recourse  to  these  places  for  the 
performance  of  religious  duties,  I  remarked  several  of  the 
Turks  grinning  and  gnashing  their  teeth  at  our  entrance,  as 
Christians,  to  their  temple.  Descriptions  of  this  church 
have  been  given  with  such  high  colouring,  that  I  own' 
I  was  disappointed  at  seeing  it. 

Although  there  are  the  remains  of  Mosaic  workmanship, 
is  apparently  tolerable  preservation,  yet  many  of  the  eflSgies, 
saints  and  other  objects  of  that  kind,  have  been  itiost  bar- 
barously destroyed,  during  the  sacrU^ous  pillage  and  in- 
vasion of  this  Christian  church ;  in  short,  the  whole  edifice 
bcii^  dark,  similar  to  a  dungeon,  may  be  described  as 
gloomily  magnificent,  and  in  point  of  elegance  cannot 
oompete  with  many  of  die  ordinary  Catholic  churches. 

This  being  die  period  of  die  Ramadan,  the  shops  were 
shat,  and  all  the  mosques,  domes,  and  mmarets  beautifully 
lighted  up  widi  variegated  lamps,  which  was  a  brilliant 
spectacle,  exhibiting  a  most  striking  appearance,  especially 
when  viewed  firom  a  distance.  This  is,  perhaps,  not  ex- 
ceeded in  point  of  brilliancy  by  any  illuminations,  in  die 
world,  especially  when  seen  from  the  water,  which  en- 
creases  the  light  and  reflects  the  splendour  of  the  whole. 
These  are  under  the  superintendance  of  particular  persons 
who  supply  die  lights.  To  the  top  of  the  minarets  in 
Constantinople,  as,  indeed,  in  every  town  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Mahomedans,  a  person  called  muslem,  or 
cfaaimter,  aseends  and  walks  round  its  projected  platforms, 
at  stated  hours,  bawling  out  an  intunation  for  attending  to 
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acts'  of  devodon,  something  to  the  foUowmg  fmrportr 
<^  God  is  greats  God  is  great,  Ood  is-  great !  I  deck»« 
there  is  no  god  but  God,  and  that  Mahomet  is  his  prophet 
Come  to  prayer,  come  to  prayer,  come  to  the  temple  of 
health.  Great  God  I"  and  to  these  words,  when  used  in  the 
morning,  there  is  added,  "  Prayer  is  better  than  sle^^' 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  bring  into  view  other  customs 
and  usages  practised  by  Mahomedans,  and  advert  to  the 
nature  of  that  particular  fiiith  professed  by  the  followers  of 
him  who  was  the  lawgiver  of  the  Arabians.  This  man  wn 
bom  in  theyear  560,  andproclaimed  his  doctrmes  forty  years 
after.  He  is  most  impiously  held  out  as  the  Prophet  f«retoH 
by  Mo^es  *,  and  the  Comforter  promised  in  the  Gospel  f ; 
but  the  Greeks  with  more  propriety  consider  him  in  the 
light  of  the  Prophet  alluded  to  in  another  pmt  c£  re- 
vealed truth.:]:  The  extinction  of  the  religion  of  this:im<» 
postor  being  resolved  on,  he  eloped  about  thirteen  years 
subsequ^it  to  that  period.  From  this  event  the  Hegira  is 
calculated,  and  fixed  on  the  16th  of  July,  that  is,  in  the 
year  622,  ten  years  subsequ^it  to  which  his  death  todc 
place.  The  twelve  months,  according  to  Mshcmedask 
calculation,  consist  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  days. 

Among  the  various  rules  laid  down  by  the  Kimm  fer 
the  observance  of  his  followers,  may  be  classed  the  Ibllow- 
ing.  .*  First,  the  fidlh  confessed  is,  diat  there  is  no  God  §  bttt 
the  true  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet !  The  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  our  righteousness,  is,  in  course,  denied, 
who,  it  is  avesnned,  is  not  the  son  of  God,  although  of  Msfy, 
also  a  prophet  and  worker  of  iniracies.    Prayars  do  not 


•  Deut.  xviii.  IS,  f  John  xvi.  7.  Id.  xv.  26.  \  Rev.  xix.  20. 
-  §  It  appears  that  this  declaration  is  used  in  the  introductory  part  of 
official  documents  and  dispatches;  for  instance,  Menau  the  geaeral  in 
chief  in  £gypt  introduces  his  Bohadilian  address  to  the  Egyptians  thus : 
''  To  all  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  to  all  Sheiks  and  Ulimas,  to  all 
those  who  follow  the  true  religion,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  at 
our  head  quarters  at  Cairo,  the  14th  Ventose,  (5th  March,)  the  ninth 
year  of  the  French  commonwealth,  one  and  indivisible. 

'^  In  the  name  of  God,  clement  and  merciful.    There  u  no  Ood  hui 
God,  and  Mahomet  is  hii  prophet/'  Sfc, 


/ 


extend  to  temponl,  b«i  are  limited,  to  apoitual  Uessiogs^ 
and  those  who  ML  tor  attend  three  successive  Fridays  at 
mosque,  are   undtirstopd  to   have   abaqdoned   the  Ma- 
homedau  tenets.    One  particular  prayer  held  in, respect^ 
aod  often  repeated^  runs  thus :  '^  Praise  be  to  God,  Jthe 
Lord  of  all  creatures,  the  most  merciful,  the  king  of  the 
day  of  judgident     Thee  do  we  worship,  and  of  thee  do 
we  bieg  assistance.    Direct  us  in  the  right  way,  in  the  way 
of  those  to  whom  thou  hast  been  gracious,  not  of  th6ae 
a^punst  whom  thou  art  incensed,  nor  of  those  who  go  astray/' 
The  sixth  day  of  the  week  is  observed  as  saored,  by  cor- 
responding to  the  seventh,  held  as  the  Christian  Sabbath 
or  day  of  rest,  from  an  idea  that  such  particular  day  will 
be  set  apart  for  the  last  judgment.    Employment  is  thenr 
suspended,  the  shops  are  shut,  the  Mahomedan  flag  dis- 
played, and  mosques  and  minarets  partially  illuminated 
during  the  night     All  prayers  are  recommended  to  be  re* 
peated  five  times   in  the  course  of.  twenty*four  hours^ 
namely,  before   sun-rise,  at  noon,  afternoon,  or  sunnset, 
when  the  day  finishes,  aiid  before  the  first  watch  in  the 
night;    on  the  sixth  day  an  ardent  prayer  is  enjoined, 
and  previous  to  each  the  feet  are  washed,   and  in  the 
exercise  of  these  the  face  is  turned  to  .the  south*     No  act 
of  this  nature,   it  is  maifttained,  is  acceptable  to   God- 
without  the  body  is  first  cleansed.    Bells  intimating  the 
hour  to  repair  to  mosque  are  not  permitted,  since  these  are 
most  ofiensive  to  the  ear  of  Mahomedans,  and  it  is  strange 
that  the  didike  to  this  sound  even  extends  to  those  on 
board  Christian  ships  in  the  harbour.     The  hours  are 
proclaimed  in  the  manner  formerly  explained  fiY>m  the 
minarets. 

,  During  devotion  certain  postures  are  observed,  such  as 
touching  the  ground  with  the  forehead*  and  standing  up 
with  folded  hands  alternately,  and  a  rocking  motion  of  the 
body  to  and  fro,  when  the  face  is  turned  towards  Mecca. 
This  particular  direction  is  marked  out  in  each  mosque, 
with  as  much  precision  as  the  altars  in  the  churches  of 
England  are  Srected  so  as  to  point  to  the  e«ast.  In  the 
performance  of  prayer,  all  ornaments  of  the  person  and 
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dms  we  thrown  <kfl^  under  the  contictiM  tliat  Ae  westinj^ 
of  these  itnply  a  degree  of  pride  inoMirisee&t  with  the 
humility  expected  to  be  feUowed  by  the  disciples  of  the 
Prophet 

llus  leads  me  to  mention,  that  daring  the  Ramadan, 
(Lent^)  wUdi  continues  a  whole  moon,  a  period  wh«i 
they  assert  that  the  Koran*  came  from  heaven,  rigid 
fiurting  ai|d  abstinence  takes  plaoe^  and  refreshments  are 
only  taken  after  the  sun  goes  down,  when  the  primtkHi 
is  amply  eompensated  by  their  feasting  bountlfrdly.  86 
haag  as  this  solemnity  continues,  marriages  are  prohibited. 
Among  opinions  under  the  fiuth  of  Mahomedanism  it  may 
be  mentioned,  none  appear  to  be  stronger  maintained  thfltn 
predestination  of  good  and  evil,  of  what  has  been  mariced  out 
by  God  as  the  lot  of  man,  as  having  been  irrevocably  fixed 
for  eternity.  A  belief  is  founded  in  certain  angels,  to  each  of 
whidi  are  assigned  particular  duties,  and  amcHig  whom  the 
greatest  object  of  adoration  is  Oabriel,  called  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Eating  blood  or  the  flesh  of  swine  is  prcMbited. 
This  is  evidentiy  boirowed  from  the  practice  of  the  Jews; 
Theuseof  wine  is  forbidden,  akheugh  I  often  had  occask^n 
to  remark,  that  many  of  my  muleteers,  who  were  Trarka 
and  Arabs,  aaasted  themsdves  with  most  liberal  su{^[^eB 
of  it  when  not  in  the  presentee  of  a  Mahomedan,  but  befom 
they  put  it  to  their  lips,  they  always  looked  round  with  an  eye 
of  jeakiu^,  under  an  apprehension  th^  might  be  observed. 
Circumcbion  occurs  between  the  i^;es  of  six  and  sixteen, 
a  practice,  which  ajqpears  from  Scripture^  to  have  been  ob* 
served  in  the  earliest  ages,  f  Pblygamy  is  permitted,  and  a 
Mahomedan  may  have  a  variety  of  wives,  although  the 
Prophet  has  introduced  the  limitation  to  four,  which  leads 
me  to  observe,  that  in  my,voyage  from  Cyprus  to  Smyrna, 
it  was  repeatedly  retarded  by  the  captain  of  die  vessel 
casting  andbor  at  sev^al  i^illages,  disembarking,  and  re- 

*  It  b  the  custom  of  tbe  Mahonedans,  if  tb^r  see  aay  writii^  psper 
on  the  ground,  to  take  it  up  and  lay  it  aside  carefuUy,  as  not  kpowiiig 
but  it  m^y  contain  some  piece  of  thdr  Koran.  <   AosisoNt 

f  Geneas  xvii.  11. 


maimag  some  liDiur%  and  on  caqitfriiig  the  gmis%  I  was 
told  he  had  beeo  {Muring  visits  to  his  several  wives  in  those 
places.  Adultery  rarely  occurS)  and  four  witness^  and 
required  to  substantiate  an  aocusation,  on  which  the  adul* 
t^vess  nMJ^r  be  either  stooed  or  cast  into  the  sea*  which 
bioags  to  oiir  view  the  applicability  of  a  lemarkaUe  passage 
im  ScFif>ture.  ^  A  pilgrimage  to  the  temple  of  Mecca  is 
i^MliiBiiensably  denominated  ''  sacred  and  inviolabW  It 
a)sQ  Appears  from  the  -sacred  recordsj  that  visits  to  the 
temple  43i  Jerusalem  were  annually  performed  as  an  im- 
poFtaot  and  necessary  ceremony  on  the  part  of  the  Jew,s.f 
la^theeveotof  ^qpiarrels  taking  place  between  Mahomedans^ 
a  reconciliation  is  in  gen^^ral  effected  before  Friday,  the 
^^  aet  ap<ut  as  their  Sabbath,  since  it  is  und^stood  that 
piiv^ers  ^hen  ^ofiered  will  not  be  acc^ted  by  God,  unless 
they  ^«  found  in  peace  with  all  men.  One  &ct  is  pe- 
CttUaij^  striking ;  namefy^  that  notmthstanding  the  great 
extent  of  tke  O^aman  capital,  and  the  influx  of  strangers 
these  of  ell  nations,  acts  of  murder  and  robbeiy  ere  r«pdy 
known  to  occur. 

It  wodd  trespass,  howearer,  boo  long  on  the  pati^iee  of 
the  teaikr  to  go  into  4i  more  minute  explanation  of  other 
tenefes  and  practices  followed  out  by  Mussdmen.  I  would 
caH  on  every  man  to  compare  these  with  the  word  oi  Crod, 
as  laid  down  in  the  Scriptares  of  tnilh,  and  that  &ith  and 
oonfidenee  xeposed  in  the  only  nmne  under  heaven  by 
whieh  »  htmna  being  can  be  saved^  the  soblimtty  c^  dbose 
doctrines  Ghmt  taught  as  never  man  did ;  he  performed  mi- 
neks  to  astonished  multitudes  in  confirmatton  of  his  divine 
mission.  I  say,  if  they  will  lay  their  hand  upon  their 
he&it,  and  we^  the  Oiristian  and  Mahomedan  taiets» 
they  CBonot  fail  to  see  the  powerM  Uow  the  distinguished 
revelation  of  mexcy  in  our  hands  gives  to  the  doctrines 
maintained  by  the  impious  and  scandalous  believers  of  this 
impostor,  who  treasonably  and  daringly  set  himself  up  as  the 
Pniphetofthe  Alnig^  who  created  all  things. 

*  Lent.  XX.  10.    J<^  viii.  3. 5. 7.  f  Zech.  xiv.  16. 


"' 
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1 1^  {m^tit  at  the  hoor  that  the  Gnffid  S^nior^  mined 
i  Mahomet,  landed  at  Scutari,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 

\  Bosphonis  firom  Constantinople,  to  proteed  to  nMMsqne^ 

\  which  he  is  legally  bound  to  do  ev^y  l^riday,  and  ia  Ofder, 

:'  it  is  said,  that  his  subjects  mtty  have  ocular  d^oMMistmtioa 

diat  he  is  in  existence.     On  this  ooCBsion  he  was  sieated  in 

a  superb  state  barge  of  great  length,  having  the  figure  of 

t.  agolden  cock  ait  the  stem,  and  a  seat  encirded  with  a 

I'iiffing  of  silver,  followed  by  other  barges,  in  which  werer 
his  ministers,  treasurer,'  chambferiain,  master  of  the  horse, 
.;  officers,  janissaries,  and  a  train  of  servants*     On  lancKng, 

the  Grand  Signior  and  his  great  officers  mounted  horses 
gorgeously  caparisoned,  and  proceeded  at  a  slow  pace, 
followed  by  a  train  of  black  eunuchs,  guards,  and  domestic 
attendants,  all  most  superbly  arrayed.  The  sumptuous 
dress,  particularly  the  turb«i  of  the  Grand  Signior,  sur- 
mounted by  an  aigrette,  sparkled  in  the  sun  with  an 
extraordinary  d^ree  of  splaidour,  and  the  animal  cm  which 
he  was  seati^d,  a  high  spirited  Aral»an,  was  covered  with 
embroidery,  supported  on  each  side  by  chamberlains,  de« 
coral^d  wi&  ^ditilduis  high  plumes  on  their  caps.  Not- 
wiihstandiBg  ihe  immense  crowd  of  Mahometans  ass^OEibled 
'  at  ttie  time,  who  appear  always  delighted  to  i^ew  -iheir 

ruler,  ancl  the  shouts  and  noise  necessarily  occasioned, 
yet  a  dead  silence  reigned  throughout  at  the  moment  the 
Grand  Signior  passed  along,  who  preserved  an  erect,, 
steady  attitude,  casting  his  eyes  to  and  fix),  an  act  held  .to 
'  ,  be  a  mark  of  condescension  towards  his  subjects.    This 

man  appeared  to  be  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  was  of 
I  .  a  sallow  complexion,  contrasted  by  a  long  beard  .djred  a 

i  y.  black  colour,  and  exhibited  a  striking  gravity  combined 

with  the  greatest  hauteur.     Notwithstandhig  his  superior 

elevation  in  point  of  rank  and  consequence,  it  is  a.vemarkable. 

iiict,  that  a  restriction,  in  consequence  of  some  particular 

,    !  kw,  is  exclusively  laid  upon  him  as  to  the  smoking. of 

!  *  tobacco  and  taking  snufF,  which  is  said  to  be  on  the  ground 

that  the  head  of  a  personage  in  his  situation  should  always 
be  kept  in  a  perfectly  clear  and  distinct  state.    Hiese  are 
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kxttries  in  Ae  eonntry  which  the  most  wretched  iiifiSd  is 
permitted  to  enjoy.  -   •  *  i 

There  is  no  proper  court  held  in  Constantindple,  as  in 
Ettnope,  where  strangers  can  be  introduced ;  indeed  it 
rarely  occtirs  that  an  audience  is  obtained  by  any  ambassa- 
dor, unless  on  presenting  his  credentials,  when  some 
ceremony  is  attended  to»  There  is  a -capitation  tax,  or 
kfaaratsch,  as  it  is  called,  introduced  here,  from  the  <q)er- 
ation  of  which  females  are  exempted,  although  it  extends 
to  children  under  a  certain  stature.  The  corps  of  janis- 
saries are  numerous :  they  are  a  military  body,  which  may 
be  considered  as  not  without  possessing  some  influence  in 
the  government,  and,  in  fact,  often  usurp  the  power  of  the 
fliiniiSifeils ;  nay,  to  the  extent  of  even  deposing  the  Gh-and 
Signior  himsielf.  To  this  description  of  persons  a  privilege 
attaches,  to  put  to  death  by  strangling  an  offender  of  rank, 
whose  head  is  afterwards  publicly  exposed* 

The  Black  Sea,  at  the  head  of  the  Bosphorus,  is  fifteen 
miles  distant  from  the  capital;  and  the  sail  to  it  most  de- 
lightful, from  the  beauty  of  its  banks,  being  studded  with  a 
variety  of  palaces,  mansions,  and  country  seats,  many  of 
which  are  gaudily  adorned,  and  it  terminates  with  a  bay, 
where  the  Russiian  ambassador  resides,  having  a  cbmmuni- 
dationwith  the^sea.     I  found  the  Turkish  ships  of  war 
dismantled  and  laid  up ;    they  consisted  of    four  three- 
deckers,  twelve  two-deckers,  seven  frigates,  and  six  brigs, 
besides  gun-boats.    A  frigate  had  been  cruizing  about  die 
mouth  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  it  was  altogether  ludicrous, 
to  see  the  rejoicing  of  a  crowd  of  Turks  assembled  on  shore, 
on  hearing  the  roar  of  canncm  announcing  her  approach, 
9nd  by  salutes  from  the  vessel  on  returning  to  the  har- 
bour, after  only  a  few  days'  cruize. 

The  circumference  of  Constantinople  is  calculated  at 
twelve  miles.  The  streets  are  narrow,  crooked,  exceed- 
ingly dirty,  ill  paved,  gloomy,  and  extremely  crowded. 
In  many  parts  of  Jt,  the  houses  on  each  side,  from  the  win- 
dows of  stories  projecting  6ver  those  beneath,  enable  the 
inmateis,  like  those  I  observed  in  Grtod  Cairo,  to  shake 
hands  across  the  street.     The  roofs  of  tile  are  of  a  red 
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thete  homes  may  be  considered  as  mere  Jiotds*  A  single 
qNurkf  fiumed  witk  a  l^gjbt  windf  wosld  have  the  effu^  of. 
setting  thpusaods  of  (bem  ma  blase*  The  number  of  men 
to  be  met  with  in  going  along  the  place  sppesx  to  exceed 
t^KMBe  of  fimales.  The  latter  are  envdoped  from  neck  to 
ibot  in  loose  robes:  some  of  their  frees  are  covered  op  to 
thenose^  and  others  are  totally  concealed,  leaving  an  i^wr- 
tore  fer  the  q^es,  it  beu^,  like  the  Arab£anaks»  considantd 
by  the  Tuiks  as  a  disgrace  to  ^xpose^tbdor  countenanee& 

The  beasaars,  which  attract  the  attention^  are  niuneroiis» 
and  situated  in  one  particular  part  of  the  dty,  where  every 
trade  has  a  distinct  nmge  of  apartments,  similar  to  those  ef 
Damascus^  and  merchandise  of  all  descriptions  is  to  be 
obtained.  These  axe  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  each  in 
breaddij  and  are  lighted  from  the  top»  where  a  hicrative  busi- 
ness is  carried  on*  The  manu&ctnre  of  mouth  pieces 
pf  tobacco  pipes,  and  the  bowls,  in  whidi  the  Tiffks 
exceed  aU  nations  in  point  <^  skUl,  is  carried  on  to  a 
vast  mdtont.  Among  the  m»y  shops  I  visited,  I  feund 
sherbet  in  great  quantities,  similar  in  taste  to  lemonade, 
cooled  in  ice,  at  the  very  moderate  price  of  one  hidfpenny 
£br  eadi  tumbler  glass ;  a  most  refreshing  bevaiage  indeed 
in  sudh  a  latitude,  and  most  bountifully  quaflfed.  Water 
is  intiN)duced  into  the  city  from  reservoirs  at  fifteen  miles' 
distance.  In  walking  the  streets,  my  attention  was  at 
(me  time  partieulariy  attracted^  by  observing  an  aged  Turk 
uc^sldiog  the  bandage  of  a  wounded  lie^  to  a  venerable 
priest,  who  kneeled,  fokled  his  hands,  and  prayed  over  it^ 
under  the  idea  of  e£fecting  a  cure ;  and  instances  occur  of 
particular  passages  from  the  Koran  written  nptm  paper 
and  a{^lied  to  parts  of  the  body  aff^^ted  with  disease. 
With  the  view  of  aceompiidikig  a  cure. 

This  mode  o(  operating  on  the  imagination  of  weak 
minds  r^nkids  me  of  Prince  Hohenloe,  who  has  lately 
become,  so  conspicuous,  and  is  considered  by  enthusia^ 
to  be  &vo«red  by  the  Almighty  in  soliciting  his  assistance 
in  behalf  of  tiie  aOictfid^    it  may  be  recollected  thathe  was 


applied  to  by  a  nun,  and  addressed  to  her  a  letter  *,  who, 
in  consequence  of  following  the  suggestions  it  ocNatained, 
was  cured  of  an  arm  and  hand  which  had  long  been  a& 
fected  by  disease  — •  ristan  tenecUis* 

The  Turk  is  strongly  made,  and  well  proporti<»ied. 
His  loose  dress  may  in  all  probability  contribute  to  rapid- 
ity of  growth  and  muscular  strength,  his  countenance  is 
brown  from  the  powerful  operation  of  the  sun.  He  wen's 
a  loose  short  jacket,  wide  pantalocHis,  which  are  often 
attached  to  the  ancles,  and  morocco  slippers,  and  a  sash 
round  the  body,  with  daggers  and  pistols,  which  are  made 
to  stick  forward  in  front.  His  head  and  neck  are  shaved, 
and  covered  with  a  small  cap  of  linen,  over  which  is  placed 
a  second  of  woollen,  of  a  red  colour,  similar  to  the  czown 
of  a  hat,  round  which  the  turban  is  formed,  in  a  quick  and 
dexterous  manner,  of  muslin,  which  may  probably  be 
twenty  yards  in  length.  The  variety  o(  turbans,  as  to 
colour  and  form,  to  be  seen  in  this  capital,  are  as  singular 
as  they  are  amusing,  and  differ  in  point  of  colour,  size,  and 
shape,  agreeably  to  rank.  Some,  in  fact,  appear  to  resemble 
a  balloon  on  the  head,  and  are  so  large  and  top-heavy  as  .to 
oblige  the  wearer  to  exercise  some  degree  of  caution  in  goixi^ 
along,  lest  they. should  fall  off.  Further,  the  Turk  is  dis^ 
tinguished  by  a  peculiar  air  of  graivity  and  dignity,  bla[ided 
with  superiority  in  walkings  throwing  to  and  fro  his  arms, 
and  holding  in  one  hand  a  string  of  beads.     He  .does  not 

*  This  extraordinary  letter  was  to  the  following  purpose : 

*'  To  the  Religious  Kun  in  England, 

^  On  the  3d  May,  at  eight  o'clock,  I  will  offer,  in  compliance  with 
your  request,  ray  prayers  for  your  recovery.  Having  made  your  con- 
fession, and  communicated,  offer  up  your  own  also,  with  that  fervency 
of  devotion  and  endre  faith  which  we  owe  to  our  Redeemer  Jetua 
Cfaiiflt.  SUr  up  from  the  bottom  of  your  heart  the  divine  virtues  of 
true  repentance,  of  Christian  charity  to  all  men,  o£jlrm  beli^,  ihat^our 
prayers  will  be  favourably  received,  and  a  steadfast  resolution  to  lead 
an  exemplary  life  to  the  end,  that  you  may  continue  in  a  state  of 
grace. 

^  Prince  Alexander  Hor^mIiOE.** 
**  Bamberg,  March  16. 1 822." 
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attempt,  like  those  of  other  nations»  to  screw  hiioself  into: 
such  a  slate  as  to  improve  the  shi^)e)  aad  display  hims^ 
to  the  supposed  best  advantage,  and  by  this  xn^ans  obstmct 
the  operations  of  the  organs  of  life ;  but^  on  the  contrary,  it 
stems  to  be  his  peculiar  study  that  these  shall  be  unrestrict- 
ed»  and  have  the  fullest  play*  The  neck  is  never  tied  up ; 
the  waist,  limbs^  and  feet  are  loose ;  it  rarely  occurs  that  the 
feet  are  afflicted  with  corns ;  and,  in  short,  there  is  exhibited 
a  grace  and  digwty  in  the  appearance  of  the  person  and 
whole  cdatame.  Perhaps  no  person  df  any  nation  on  earth 
can  preserve  a  more  perfect  composure  of  mind  when  ad- 
ilcesaed  by  another  under  any  irritated  feelings;  his  s^ 
maily  can  never  be  disturbed  or  shaken. 

Carriages,  similar  to  those  used  in  England,  are  not  tQ 
be  found  here,  although  I  observed  a  vehicle  like  a  Genoafi 
eoiirered  post  waggon^  most  antiquated  in  appearance,  In 
whidi  females  are  sometimes  drawn,  so.  awkward  and 
dun^y  as  would  have  excited  the  risibility  pf  the  most 
recluse  peasant  in  Britain.  The  streets  are  infesled  with: 
dogs,  which  are  most  annoying  to  pedestrians,  who  csai 
hardly  move  a  step  without  coming  in  contact  with  them 
in  prowling  about  for  food,  and  return  in  the  evening  tot 
dieir  lurking  places,  and  set  up  a  hideous  yell  and  bark, 
but  mate  particularly  when  the  sun  is  going  down*  No 
apartoaent  is  perhaps  more  amusing  than  that  whece  a 
baiber  sanies  on  his  operations ;  he  displays  his  numerous, 
razors  and  scissars  methodically  arranged  along  the  wall, 
under  which  are  raised  benches  for  the  accommodation 
of  customers.  A  pan  of  lighted  charcoal  is  placed  on 
the  floor  to  heat  water,  and  cloths  are  kept  in  a  dry  state. 
The  customer  sits  cross-legged  on  an  elevation,  assuming 
the  figure  of  an  image.  The  barber  wears  a  girdle  draw|i 
round  his  waist^  to  which  a  strap  is  appended  to  give  his 
razor  a  proper  point,  whidi  is  gi^eatly  requiired,  as  they 
are  of  the  very  worst  manufacture.  The  head  and  neck 
are  only  shaved,  and  it  may  be  observed  that  the  razor  is 
not  drawn  toward  the  face,  according  to  our  English  mode, 
bill  moved  forward.     The  dexterous  manner  in  which  the 
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tmorh  vxedm  ike  East  may  be  eoni^idereS  as  a  OMunea- 
laiy  on  in  expression  of  one  of  the  prophets.  ^ 

It-may  be  pn^er  to  mention  that  there  are  a  number 
of  dtttrck^iirds  undier  the  snperintendanoe  of  a  sexton, 
fW39seral  of  ii^hicfa  are  within  «id  others  wifiioiit  the  dty. 
Thraiiigh  these  are  ptiblic  patlis  in  different  directions,  and 
crowded '  idth  tomb-stones,  some  having  the  turbati  and 
armour  oiit  out,  and  elevated  at  the  head  of  them,  iii  me- 
iitory '  of  ^the^  departed,  which' recalls  to  mind  simflar  erec^ 
tions  made  of  old  with  devices  f ;  others  are  adorned  witil 
cypress  tr^es,  planted  at  the  head  and  foot.  The  Turks  are 
not  used  to  deposit'the  bodies  of  the  dead  m  eoffinb, 
according  to  the  practice  of  Christian  countries,  and  inter 
th^n  in  the  same  grave  with  another,  before  the  lapse  of 
some  considerable  time;  besides,  jgraves  are  rarely  cBgged 
4)eytmd  three  feet  in  dqith.  In  tiie  great  burying  grounds 
are  to  be  seen-^severai  tomhs  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Greeks,  ornamented  with  implements  of  th^r  several  pro<> 
fessions,  withr  inscriptions,  .and  a  translation  of  one  of  tiiem 
may  be  here  noticed.  I 

Dissections  of  tlie  human  body  are  prcddbited  by  the 
Mahomedan,  as  he  is  led  to  form  an  opimcm  that  liie  sod 
does  not  depart  from  the  body  at  the  instant  death  takes 
pkce,  but  passes  from  one  pMft  to  another  tiUik  arriveii  bk 
the  breast,  where  it  lodges'  n  certain^  time^  Acte  of  sittdda 
lire  rarely  known  among  these  infidels. 

The  palace  of  the  British  ambassador  is  a  most  magiup* 
flcent  edifice,  with  a  superb  range  of  apairtments,  where 
marked  hospitality  was  shewn  to  all  strangers  by  Sir  B|0« 
bert  Linton,  who  sCakids  in'  high*  estimation  with  the  Turks^ 
aiid  all  odiersy  for'bis  urbanity  and  mild  and  conciliating 
deportment  >  In  one  of  these  is  erected  a  magnificent 
Arone,  smrmoufited  with  the  royal  arms  'of  Great  Bntaai^- 

and  opposite  arefidl-length  likenesses  of  iting  George  dye 

■ 

•  I<*iah  vii.  SO.  t  Macceb.  kiii. 

t  <<  This  stane  coven  the  body  of  theservant  4^  God,  Dettietnii»;.luft 
surname  was  Kalecas^  his  country  was  Chios;  be  W98  of  the  Oeaed 
can^amy  of  bakert.    In  the  year  1799,  Feb.  IS." 
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Thiid  imd  Queen  Charlotte.  The  chapel  where  serrice  is 
perfonned  is  near  the  gate,  and  b  open  to  all  Christiaiis  on 
Sunday.  It  was  gratifying  to  hear  this  ven^nhle  ambas- 
sador almost  acting  in  the  situation  of  derk,  from  the 
audible  manner  in  which  he  repeated  the  responses  ihuing 
the  devoticmal  exercise*  The  ground  surrounding  the 
palace  is  circumscribed,  and  overlooked  by  a  number  of 
old  houses,  which  hurt  the  eye,  and  spoil  the  general  effact 
of  the  whole,  but  which  it  is  attempting  to  cover  widi 


There  are  four  patriarchs  of  the  Greek  pcrsuasicML 
The  principal  or  head  of  that  churdi  has  his  residence 
here;  the  second  at  Alexandria,  who  next  follows  in  point 
of  rank;  athird  at  Antioch,  and  the  other  at  Jerusalem. 

I  had  not  an  opportunity  ci  seeing  the  ludicrous  reli- 
gious formalities  exercised  by  the  Dervishes,  some  of  whom 
were  pointed  out  in  the  streets,  but  according  to  the  in- 
fimnation  of  an  eye  witness  they  throw  their  bodies  into  a 
variety  of  most  ridiculous  shapes,  distort  thdr  oountoiances, 
howl,  cli^  their  hands,  dance,  and  jump*  This  may,  in  all 
probability,  be  the  mode  adopted  by  a  sect  of  religious 
fiuoatics  which  have  sprung  up  in  Britain,  who,  from  dieir 
lucficrous  actions  in  skipping  and  jumping  about,  and  ex- 
hibiting fimtastical  i^pearances,  &11  under  the  denomi- 
nation ci  Jumpers.  Christians,  with  the  exertion  of 
those  c{  the  female  sex,  are  admitted  to  die  place  of  th^ 
meetmgs. 

I  cannot  condude  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the  Turkish 
eapitaly  without  alhiding  to  the  name  <^  a  British  female, 
highly  distinguished  in  the  world,  naooiely.  Lady  Maiy 
Wortley  Montague,  whose  memory  will  never  be  forgot- 
ten by  every  friend  of  benevolence^  from  having  discovered 
the  art  of  engrafting^  or,  as  it  is  now  termed,  inoculat- 
ing with  vaccioloua  matter,  to  defeat  the  dreadfid  ravages 
of  the  small  pox,  of  the  efficacy  of  which  she  was  so  frilly 
convinced  by  applying  it  to  her  own  femily  sucoessfrdly, 
and  through  her  exertions  it  was  introduced  into  ^tain. 
The  beneficial  effects  this  blessed  remedy  has  produced, 
by  which  the  lives  and  beauty  of  countenance  in  Britain  have 
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been  preserved,  will  preserve  heir  ladydup%  nime  in  tke 
|>age  of  hiistbrj,  independent  cf  tlie  engraaring  of  it  mi  an 
insoripticin  expresl^ed  with  much  fiieiing  upon  a  marble 
nlonniment,  from  a  sense  of  gratitude,  in  consequeneeofiisB 
blessed  eilects  on  the  person  of  an  English  fenud^  aiid  in 
perpetuity  of  her  benevolence,  erected  over  the  spot  where 
her  ladyship's  ashes  repose  in  the  cathedral  of  Litch- 
field. This  may  here  with  propriety  be  brought  into 
view.  * 

As  the  chief  object  in  coming  to  the  Turkish  capital  was 
to  lay  before  the  British  ambassador  the  insolent  and 
brutal  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Samaria,  with  the  view  of 
his. representing  the  same  in  its  true  light  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  his  excellency  desired  me  to  draw  up  a  stat^nent 
in  writing,  which  I  did  accordingly,  on  which  he  made  a 
representation,  and  just  at  the  moment  of  calling  on  him  to 
take  leave  at  my  departure,  I  met  his  dragmnan  with  a 

*     Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

The  Right  Honorable 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague, 

Who  happily  introduced  from  Turkey 

Into  tliis  country 

The  salutary  art  of  inoculating  the  small  pox. 

Convinced  of  its  efiKcacy        > 

She  first  tried  it  with  success 

On  her  own  children. 

And  then  recommended  the  practice  of  it 

To  her  fellow  citizens. 

Thus,  by  her  example  and  advice, 

We  have  softened  the  virulence- 

And  eso^ied  the  danger  of  this  malignant  disease. 

*Tb  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  such  benevolence. 

And  to  express  her  gratitude 

For  the  benefits  she  herself  recdved 

From  this  alleviating  act. 

This  monument  is  erected  by 

Henrietta  Inge, 

Relict  of  Theodore  William  Iiiq^,  Esq. 
And  daughter  of  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  Bart. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  MDCCLXXXIX. 
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pqper  in  his  hiadj  wUdi  he  said  velaled  to  the  conduct  of 
ihe  g07ani<Mr»  and  he  was  on  his  way  to  deliver  it  I 
hope  at  another  time  to  have  an  opportonitjr  of  mforming 
the  reader  of  the  lesnlt  of  my  exertiom  in  behalf  ot  the 
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CHAP.  XXXVIIL 


DEPARTURE  FROM  CONSTANTINOPI*E« — ARRIVAL  AT  ITYDRA. 
—  DESCRIPTION  OF  ATHENS. — HII^L  OF  MARS. — APOSTLE 
PAUL.  —  CATTLE     TREADING     OUT      CORN.  —  CONVENT,  -r 

EARTHEN  VESSELS   FOUND. EMBARKATION.  —  CORINTH.  — 

DESCRIPTION. CRADLE BIBLES. EMBARKATION.  —  PA- 

TRAS.  —  CHURCH  OF  SAINT  ANDREW. —  DREADFUL  PUNISH- 
MENT OF  A  TURK.  —  EMBARKATION.  —  CEPHALONIA. — 
CORFU. —  SAIL   FOR  MALTA. 

I 

1  DEPARTED  from  Constantinople  in  a  Greek  vessel  of 
fourteen  guns,  under  Russian  colours,  from  the  Black 
SesLf  where  the  accommodation  on  board  formed  a  striking 
contrast  to  that  I  found  in  the  miserable  barks  of  the 
East  I  formerly  sailed  in.  After  a  quick  passage  I  arrived 
at  Hydra,  but  could  not  prevail  on  the  capt^,  a  native  of 
the  place,  to  accept  of  the  smallest  gratuity,  from  the  eati* 
mation,  as  he  said,  in  which  he.held  the  English. 

Hydra,  on  a  near  approach  to  it,  exhibits  rather  an  im*!- 
posing  appearance,  and  may  be  considered  as  a  naval 
'Station  for  the  Greeks.  It  is  situated  between  two  moun- 
tains, extremely  picturesque,  and  was  principally  built 
about  thirty  years  ago,  containing  15,000  inhabitants. 
From  the  houses  being  so  remarkably  white  and  clean,  it 
appears  to  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  some  of  the  neat 
towns  in  Devonshire.  There  is  a  small  harbour  with  a 
lazaretto  at  the  entrance,  and  two  convents  finely  situated 
on  the  heights  above  the  town. 

From  this  place  I  crossed  over  in  a  small  boat  to 
Athens,  the  principal  city  in  the  Grecian  empire,  aii4  piit 
up  in  a  small  convent  at  the  extremity  of  it,  inhabited  by  a 
solitary  monk,  where,  from  the  crowd  of  names  of  Engjish- 
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men  written  and  cot  out  on  the  walls*  seems  to  be  a  kind 
of  head-quarters  for  British  travellers. 

This  celebrated  capital,  which  perhaps  of  aU  others  in 
the  world  is  entitled  to  boast  of  having  produced  the  most 
illustrious  characters,  eminently  distinguished  for  their 
literary  and  military  attainments,  has  been  so  folly  and 
eloquently  described  by  various  authors,  that  I  shall 
not  presume  to  attempt  a  delineation  of  it  The  present 
population  may  be  estimated  at  12,000.  I  went  over  all 
its  ruins  and  precious  antiquities,  which  are  weeping  as  it 
were,  over  the  ravages  of  time,  and  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Logathetti,  the  English  consul;  it  stood  upon  the  hiU  of 
Mars,  contiguous  to  the  town,  where  the  worship  of  an 
unknown  being  by  the  Athenians  roused  a  seyere  re* 
probation  on  the  part  of  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  who 
confounded  the  stoics  and  philosophers,  and  boldly  ad- 
dressed them  from  this  sanctified  elevation  in  the  name 
of  his  great  Master,  on  their  gross  ignorance  in  dedi- 
cating temples  to,  and  worshipping  a  God  alt(^;ether  un- 
known, and  imparting  to  them  a  knowledge  of  the  only 
living  and  true  God.  On  this  spot,  also,  the  great  ambas- 
sador directed  epistles  to  others  who  became  converts  to 
the  faith  *,  and  in  going  through  the  public  market,  one 
expression  of  Scripture  in  explanation  of  his  labours  in 
prosecution  of  his  divine  mission  was  particularly  brought 
to  recollection,  f 

At  this  place  I  was  struck  with  tlie  mode  of  cattle  tread- 
ing out  the  corn,  or  separating  it  from  the  straw :  it  is 
spread  out  in  the  form  of  a  circle,  when  a  team  of  cattle 
goes  round  it,  two  abreast,  with  a  string  attached  to  them, 
and  is  held  by  a  person  who  stands  in  the  centre  and  urges 
them  forward.  This  appears  to  be  a  mode  practised  in 
the  earliest  period  of  time,  and  is  transmitted  to  us  by 
Revelation.  % 

On  departing  from  the  convent,  the  monk,  who  was 
distinguished  by  great  humOity,  presented  to  me  several 
earthen  vessels  of  a  red  colour,   in  the  form  of  small 


•  Acts  xvii.  22—50,  t  Id.  xvii.  17.  t  1  Corinth.ix.  9. 
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bottles;  recently  found  in  excavations,  where  tears  had  been 
put  as  a  mark  of  afiection  On  the  part  of  surviving  friends. 
This  circumstance  occurred  to  me  as  illustrating  an  ex- 
pression made  use  of  by  the  Psalmist  in  his  supplication  % 
a  pracdce  which  even  at  the  present  period  appears  to  be 
followed  in  other  countries,  f 

iUler  remunerating  the  monk  for  the  accommodation  he 
^iffiirded  me,  I  erob^ked  in  the  afternoon  in  a  small  open 
boat  in  die  port  of  Athens,  the  ruins  of  which  exhibit 
abundant  proof  of  its  original  extent  and  strength,  and 
sailed  to  Porto  Chikio,  having  the  view  of  a  comet  during 
a  remarkably  serene  night,  which  had  just  begun  to  make 
its  appearance.  I  arrived  there  next  morning,  from  which 
I  rode  on  a  mule  to  Corinth,  and  lodged  in  the  house  of 
Dr.  Stmonetti. 

The  city  of  Corinth  was  taken  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in 
the  journey  he  continued  after  visiting  Athens  :|:,  which  is 
forty  miles  distant,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  the  Christian  doc* 
trine,  whence  he  honoured  the  Romans  with  addresses  in 
writing.  It  had  been  as  much  distinguished  for  its  pride 
fl$  its  opulence,  and  repeatedly  erased  from  the  ground 
and  rebuilt  by  various  powers.  This  place  stands  at  the 
foot  of  a  stupendous  mountain,  crowned  with  a  Turkbh 
fortification,  which  strangers  are  not  permitted  to  visit, 
to  which  there  is  attached  an  impenetrable  secret;  it  is 
situated  in  a  plain  of  about  twelve  miles  in  length,  stretch* 
ing  to  the  sea,  and  at  the  top  of  the  gulf  of  Lepanto, 
which  is  most  striking  in  appearance,  especially  when 
taken  in  combination  with  those  sacred  events  which  had 
occurred  in  promoting  the  gospel  of  peace.  Here  the 
great  ambassador  took  up  a  residence  for  the  space  of 
eighteen  months,  teaching  those  things  which  concerned 
tbe  kingdom  of  God  $,  and  exercising  that  miraculous 

*  Psalm  liri.  8. 

t  In  some  of  their  mournful  assemblies,  it  is  the  custom  for  a  priest 
to  go  about  to  each  person  at  the  height  of  his  grief,  with  a  piece  of 
cotton  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  carefully  collects  the  fiilling  tears, 
and  which  he  then  squeezes  into  a  bottle.  —  Mobiee  on  Perna, 

t  Acts  xviii.  3, 5.  §  Id.  xviii.  4-^10. 
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power  which  had  been  oonfisrred  on  him  from  on  high,  in 
restoring  the  dead  *  to  life;  and  at  the  same  time  that  he 
laboured  in  spiritual  acts  in  behalf  of  others,  he  did  not 
ibrget  to  exercise  a  vocation  for  the  relief  of  his  own  ten»- 
poral  wants,  and  on  taking  a  final  leave  of  the  city,  re- 
commended  believers  to  the  word  of  Godfs  grace. 

On  this  occasion  it  was  aflfecting  to  perceive  the  peculiar 
impression  which  his  labours  for  their  conversion  and 
steady  belief,  and  his  solemn  recommendations  had  made 
on  the  hearts  of  the  Corinthians,  their  hanging  upon  Us 
neck,  saluting  him,  overwhelmed  with  distress  on  being 
made  acquainted  that  it  would  be  a  final  adieu,  as  they 
should  bdiold  his  lace  there  no  more.f  Further,  t^ 
peculiar  care  on  the  part  of  the  Apostle  for  tlie  spiritual 
welfiire  of  the  Christians  at  Corinth,  is  very  strongly 
exempli&d  in  the  eloquent  and  impressive  addresses  he 
directed  to  them  Srom  Macedonia,  descriptive  of  the  fiuth 
«>d  patience  eiercwed  in  his  own  particular  case,  during 
that  accumulation  of  personal  suffering  he  had  endured 
in  the  cause  of  Christ;  when,  among  other  trials,  he  ac- 
quainted them  with  his  having  been  scourg^,  stoned,  suf^ 
fered  shipwreck,  was  exposed  in  the  wilderness,  cold,  and 
nakedness,  and  called  on  them  to  be  followers  of  him  as  he 
was  also  of  Christ.  In  short,  he  solemnly  assured  di6 
Corinthians,  that  if  they  were  only  of  one  mind,  the  result 
would  prove  that  the  God  of  Peace  and  Love  would  always 
continue  to  remain  with  them. 

I  walked  about  the  town,  which  consists  of  few  houses, 
about  400  fiunilies,  and  two  mosques ;  and  though  under 
the  Turkish  yoke,  there  are  a  considerable  number  of 
Greeks.  I  looked  into  some  of  the  dwellings,  and  was  smv 
prised  to  observe  the  particular  form  of  the  cradles  whi<^ 
were  used  for  children.  This  was  a  hoUowed  piece  d 
wood,  similar  to  the  tray  in  which  the  English  butcher 
carries  meat,  with  a  string  attached  to  each  comer,  about 
three  feet  in  height,  tied  together  in  a  bunch  at  top, 
and  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  in  which  the  infant  is 

*  Acts  XX.  =9— 12i  t  Id.  XX.  18 — ^28. 
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stocked.  Some  of  :these  hang  from  the  roof,  «V6r  the  bed 
cf  the  parents,  that  they  may  touch  it  when  necessary,  to 
keep.it  in  motion,  so  as  to  cause  the  child  to  sleep,  as  I 
observed  at  Zachale. 

The  city  of  Corinth  originally  was  distii^ished  for  the 
grandeur  of  its  buildings,  from  whose  noble  decorations  the 
.Corinthian  order  of  architecture  may  be  said  to  owe  its 
jorigin.;  bat  the  devouring  hand  of  time  has'  swept  off  these 
like  a  mighty  current,  leaving  hardly  a  wreck  bdbiid. 
-There  exist  some  columns  of  a  tanple  dedicated-  to  Venus, 
of  the  Doric  order  of  architecture ;  and  the  synagogue  in 
which  the  Apostle  had  baptised^  and  exhorted  so  boldly 
Scxt  months,  concerning  solvation,  is  presumed  to  have  be^ti 
ar  diort  distance  from  the  town  on  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  bazaars  are  miserable*  The  palace  of  the  Bey, 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation,  is  re^)ectable, 
and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  plain.  In  this  place  I 
&11  in  with  a  poor  schoolmaster,  in  a  miserable  place^ 
teaching  several  ragged  children  to  read ;  aiid  the  intelv 
.view  leading  to  a  conversation  on  the  Scriptures,  I  was 
concerned  to  be  mformed  there  had  been  such  a  scardty 
of  Bibles  in  that  particular  spot  where  the  faith  of  the 
goq>el  had  hem  9cy  strongly  proclaimed  in  an  early  age. 
On  acquainting;  him  with  the  society  instituted  in  the 
English  m^aropolisy  and  the  indefatigaUe  exertions  made 
to  spread  the  knowled^  of  Revelation  throughout  the 
world,  and  a  calculation  which  had  been  formed,  that  this 
.APbles  published  was^  eqiial  to  the  number  of  words  the 
volmne  contaifted^  I  found  he  had  never  heard  of  such  a 
soiciety.  I  afterwards  learned  that  a  person  had  heem  com- 
missioned by  it  to  distribute  the  word  of  God  over  diiKlr- 
elit  quartern  in  Greece,  and  was  to  take  Corinth  in  his  way 
in  the  exerdse  of  this  work  of  benevolence.  I  hope  the 
4x>mplaint  .of  fius. schoolmaster  has  long  befinre  this  time 
been  removed^  and  that  the  faith  formerly  proclaimed  thei^ 
will  be  extended  to,  and  unreservedly  embraced  by  the 
present,  and  the  i^jtme  of  our  Saviour  be  minified,  as  it 
had  be^i  by  the  former  Corinthians. 
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I  embariced  about  two  miles  from  the  town,  from  which 
there  was  the  best  view  of  Corinth,  and  the  snrronnditig 
scenery,  and  sailed  down  the  g^If,  the  entrance  of  whidi  is 
strongly  fortified  on  each  side,  with  port«>hoIes  for  artillery, 
after  the  exanq>Ie  followed  along  the  Dardanelles,  made 
nearly  level  with  the  sea,  to  rake  the  hulls  of  hostile 
vessels.  I  arrived  in  Fatras,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Green, 
the  English  consul,  which  is  beautifully  situated,  and  in 
appeajrance  resembled  the  stem  of  a  vessel,  from  its  ele- 
vation and  numerous  windows,  and  firom  this  gentleman  tnn 
vellers  receive  much  politeness.  The  town  contains  about 
10,000  inhabitants,  but  is  dull  in  the  extreme,  and  under 
the  government  of  a  pacha,  who  has  been  since  promoted 
to  the  situation  of  Grand  Vizier  at  G>nstantinople«  There 
are  the  ruii^  of  a  fortification  which  was  destroyed  by 
lightning,  in  consequence  of  having  communicated  to  guii- 
powd^,  which  had  remained  since  the  period  of  the  Ve- 
^netians  having  been,  in  possession  of  Patras.  On  the  beach 
are  the  ruins  of  a  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  brother 
to  the  Apostles  James  and  John,  where  tradition  states,  that 
the  mortal  remains  of  the  Apostle  repose,  ova*  which  that 
edifice  was  erected. 

I  had  formerly  occasion  to  allude  to  a  species  of  punish- 
ment inflicted  by  the  Turks  at  Damascus,  which  had  been 
directed  against  the  person  who  insulted  the  firman  of  the 
Grand  Signior;  namely,  beating  with  sticks  the  soles  of 
his  feet  This  leads  me  to  mention  that  a  similar  mode 
of  chastisement  had  extended  to  this  place ;  and,  in  one 
particular  case,  appears  to  have  been  inflicted  with  more 
than  ordinary  severity.  Fire-arms  had  been  discharged 
from  time  to  time,  under  cloud  of  night,  into  the  houses  of 
the  different  consuls,  and  the  authors  of  sudi  outrages  or 
wantonness  could  not  for  some  time  be  discovered.  Afl»r 
much  investigation  the  act  was  ultimately  brought  home  to 
a  Turk,  hitherto  considered  as  respectable,  when  he  was 
so  frightiuUy  bastmadoed  on  the  soles  of  his  feet,  that  the 
nails  of  them  dropped  off  during  the  operation,  and  they 
were  actually  beaten  to  a  jelly.  In  opposition,  howevet^  to 
all  expectation  that  this  culprit  would  survive  the  rigor  of 
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the  discipline,  he  recovered  of  his  dreadful  wounds,  in 
consequence  of  the  usual,  and  as  it  may  appear  to  us  ex- 
traordinary mode  of  cure  adopted ;  namely,  the  application 
of  salt  mixed  up  with  onions  and  vinegar,  and  after  some 
time  he  was  enabled  to  walk  about  as  usual. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  proceeded  to  Janina,  in 
Albania,  the  residence  of  Ali  Pacha,  to  join  two  English 
travellers  I  had  met  at  Athens,  from  whence  they  had  pro- 
ceeded to  that  place  by  a  different  route ;  I  was  however 
prevented,  from  the  scorching  heats,  and  had  afterwards 
occasion  to  congratulate  myself  in  abandoning  the  journey 
on  hearing  these  gentlemen  had  &llen  victims  to  it,  almost 
immediately  on  their  arrival. 

I  set  sail  for  Ithaca,  in  Cephalonia,  the  theatre  of  the 
action  of  the  Odyssey,  a  most  secluded  spot,  shut  in 
with  mountains,  and  protected  by  a  battery,  on  a  height 
where  British  soldiers  are  stationed,  e&er  submitting  to 
the  laws  of  quarantine  for  two  weeks  in  an  insulated  la- 
zaretto, then  lately  built  in  the  middle  of  the  Jiarbour.  I 
was  visited  by  the  governor.  Colonel  Otto  Bear,  and  after 
my  release,  most  hospitably  entertained  by  the  gallant 
colonel,  who  also  accompanied  me  about  the  place,  and 
particularly  in  a  visit  to  the  celebrated  fountain  of  Are« 
thusa,  and  other  local  objects  of  interest 

I  afterwards  embarked  for  Corfu,  the  seat  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Ionian  Islands,  where  there  is  a  palace.  One 
on  a  larger  scale  and  more  splendid  was  building  contiguous 
to  it,  having  an  extensive  parade  in  front.  There  was  misei^ 
able  accommodation  here  for  travellers  as  to  inns,  and  as  the 
•  place  was  much  affected  at  the  time  with  mal  aria,  threatai- 
ing  tO/prove  &tal  to  many,  I  considered  it  prudent  to  i^. 
tire  shortly.  Afier  paying  my  respects  to  General  Sir 
Frederick  Adam,  I  departed  with  all  possible  expedition, 
and  set  sail  with  the  view  of  proceeding  to  Malta. 
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MALTA.  —  DESCRIPTION.  —  APOSTLE  PAUL. — BAT   ITKDER   HIS 
NAME.  —  MODE  ADOPTED  BY  CRIMINALS  TO  IKSITRE  ABSOLIT- 

TIOK  FROM  SIN.  —  SOIL  OF   ISLAND FRUITS.  —  HARBOUR 

Of  LA  TALETT.  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  HOUllSS.  —  KNIGHTS.  *-*- 
FALAGB.  -^  OOVBRKOR's  COUNTRY  HOUBB  -—  LAWS.  —  CRIMI- 
NALS. —  CHURCH  OF  ST.  JOHN.  «-•  TOMB  OF  SIR  RALFH  ABBR« 
CROMBIE.  —  INSCRIPTION. 

Aft£r  an  unpleasant  voyage,  attended  mth  strong  eontrary 
winds,  I  arrived  in  safety  at  Malta,  a  description  of  whidi 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  give,  and  tfaer^re  I  shall  only 
offer  a  few  general  observations. 

This  island  appears  to  have  been  or,^rinaliy  denominated 
Melita,  and  was  a  kind  of  desert,  cdebmted  as  the  spot 
to  whidi  St  Paul  escaped  tA/et  encountering  stupnor^ik, 
and  resided  with  die  chief,  whose  wife  and  others  were 
cured  by  him  of  certain  diseases  by  which  they  had. been 
afficted*    The  apostle  was  looked  up  to  by  the  natives 
widi  the  highest  estimation,  from  perceiviagthe  nuraoidous 
fiwt  of  having  shaken  off  the  viper  vrihtich  spitoz^  upcxa  him, 
and  occasioned  no  degree  of  danger.* .    Viewing  this  place 
generally  from  the  sea,  one  is  led  to  suppose  it  is  merely 
a  rock  4fivided  by  walk,  and  altogedier  barren,  aincer  there  * 
appears  no  trees  or  •  vegetation.      This  arises  from  the 
fetmation  of  so  many  inclosures  or  walls  of  stoiie,  an 
article  Dtiost  abundant  in  the  place,  to  preivait  the  soil 
from  being  washed  away  by  heavy  nans.     Hiene  a«e  no^ 
rivers  in  the  island ;  rain  water  is  carefully  preserved,  and 
the  stones  forming  the  inclosures,  from  being  pure  white, 
prove  very  injurious  to  the  eye-sight     Great  part  of  the 

*  Acts  xxviii     Markxvi.  18. 


toU  is  understood  to  have  been  brought  from.  Sicily,  and 
there  is  a  marked  industry  on  the  part  of  the  natives  to 
cultivate  the  ground ;  in  ikct,  not  a  foot  of.it  is  lost. 

Nothing  is  more  calculated  at  entering  the  place  to 
excite  astonishment  than  the  magnitude  of  its  bulwarks. 
It  may,  in  truth,  be  viewed  as  superior  in  point  of  forti- 
fication, the  field  pieces  of  artiUery  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand in  number,  and  seem  to  offer  defiance  to  any  force 
that  can  be  directed  against  it.  Rohatto  or  Citta  Vecchia 
appears  to  have  been  the  original  metropolis  of  the  island. 
Situated  on  a  beantifiil  and  comnmnding  elevaticm,  where 
telegraphic  communications  are  made,  and  there  is  founded 
in  the  centre  of  it  a  cathedral  of  great  antiquity,  dedi- 
cated to  the  memory  of  St.  Paul,  containing  seventeen 
chapels,  a  high  eltar  and  cross,  the  last  of  which  is  of 
solid  silver  with  many  precious  !stones.  Contiguous  are 
catacombs,  and  also  what  has  been  denominated  the  cave 
of  the  apostle,  an  excavation  formed  in  a  rock  of  lime-stone 
about  twenty  feet  square.  I  own  I  saw  nothing  h«re  cf  ft 
remarkable  nature.  It  is  said  to  be  a  passage  extending 
several  miles,  but  all  communications  have  been  blocked  up 
.by  the  priests,  who  attach  many  miracles  to  the  materials 
of  this  grotto.  In  short,  wherever  there  is  a  studied  secrecy^ 
it  firequently  follows  that  curiosity  blended  with  some  degree 
of  soperstitbn  occur& 

Afortifieation  is  erected  for  the  protection  of  the  dty 
with  a  few  pieces  of  artillery  in  an  inefficient  and  n^lected 
states  and  die  whole  is  sinking  rapidly  into  a  state  of  dif 
)api<1nijfin-  The  streets  are  intensive,  the  houses  higlr, 
their  apartments  spacious,  -built  of  free  stone,  and  a  gloomy 
air  and  melaneholy  is  dirown  Over  the  place ;  contradis* 
tinguished  to  that  of  Cetta  ddla  Valletta,  situated  close 
to  the  sea,  and  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles,  which  might 
be  called  the  New  Town,  where  the  Maltese  nobility  reskle^ 
British  commerce  is  carried  on,  and  the  principal  scenes  of 
activity  are  to  be  found. 

The  bay  of  St  Paul's  is  situated  about  six  miles  distant 
from  the  fcNrmer,  with  an  island  fortified  by  a  range  of 
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Martdlo  towers.  Near  thh  are  the  remmns  of  a  diapet 
also  dedicated  to  the  apostle,  with  an  inscription,  bearing 
the  date  of  its  foundation  in  1510.  The  chapel,  which  is 
in  a  dilapidated  state,  is  of  a  square  form,  built  of  wliite  and 
black  marble,  and  adorned  with  hieroglyphic  characters. 
About  fifteen  feet  in  height  have  given  way.  This  edifice 
I  am  chiefly  led  to  notice  from  the  singular  fact,  that 
it  is  a  place  of  refuge  or  asylum  for  persons  who  have 
been  guilty  of  shedding  human  blood,  and. other  atro* 
cious  offenders.  It  was  also  the  practice  of  those  who 
commit  offences  of  great  magnitude  to  procure  absolution 
of  these,  by  making,  annually  a  pilgrimage  to  this  spot, 
bare  headed  and  footed,  loaded  with  heavy  diains  at* 
tached  to  their  feet  and  arms.  On  approaching  it  they 
kneel  upon  an  open  space,  offer  up  prayer  with  an 
enumeration  of  their  crimes,  and  on  rising  proceed  to  the 
door,  where  they  prostrate  themsdves,  and  are  sprinkled 
with  holy  water.  On  this  they  are  permitted  to  enter, 
when  each  separately,  with  an  audible  voice,  repeats  the 
train  of  ofiences  with  which  his  conscience  reproaches 
him.  They  are  then  directed  to  rise,  and  after  making  the 
sign  of  the  cross  on  their  breasts,  it  is  followed  by  prayers 
imd  exhortations  from  the  ecclesiastic ;  the  completion 
of  this  ceremony  having  been  thus  understood  to  accom- 
plish a  perfect  act  of  purification,  the  chains  are  thrown  o£^ 
and  they  are  absolved  firom  their  crimes.  This  cannot  fiul 
to  be  viewed  as  a  most  accommodaJting  form  of  religion,  to 
wash  away  sins  of  the  deepest  dye.  After  the  space  of 
six  hours  elapses .  fix>m  the  condusioa  of  this  .ceremony, 
meetings  for  conviviality  take  place.  Lastly,  it  may  be 
conceived  tliat  the  interest  of  the  church  is  not  lost  sight 
of,  since  there  is  imposed  on  those  spotless  characters 
a  certain  sum  in  the  name  of  fine,  one  half  of  which  is 
payable  to  the  cathedral  of  St.  John,  and  the  other  exacted 
by  the  bishop,  on  his  own  private  account. 

The  country  for  a  considerable  distance  about .  the  bay 
of  St.  Paul  is  in  the  highest  state  of  fertility,  abounds  Vith 
firuit  trees,  and,  in  short,  may  be  considered  as  the  garden 
of  Malta.     The  soil  of  the  island,  in  general,  is  of  a  white 
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colour,  and  beautiful  in  the  extreme,  since  it  yields  the 
largest  fruits  of  any  place  I  have  seen,  and  are  sold  at 
small  prices.  Snow  is  imported  from  Etna,  and  employed 
in  the  operation  of  making  ices.  It  is  a  remarkable  di^cum- 
stance,  that  many  islands  have  been  visited  by  some  dreadful 
convulsion  of  nature,  yet  Malta  has  fortunately  been  ex- 
empted from  this  dreadful  calamity.  The  harbour  of  La 
Valetta  is  most  extensive,  and  capable  of  containing  a  crowd 
of  vessels. 

After  its  founder  the  city  under  that  name  was  built  in 
1566 ;  the  houses,  which  appear  to  be  mostly  on  a  declivity, 
are  formed  of  stone,  not  unlike  those  in  the  Scottish  capital, 
and  elegant  This  was  the  residence  of  the  knights  of  the 
otder,  who  at  one  time  were  numerous,  and  highly  distin- 
guished for  princely  elegance.  They  were  originally 
driven  from  Acre  in  1291,  and  removed  to  Cyprus,  where 
they  remained  till  1310,  and  repaired  to  Rhodes,  from 
which,  on  their  expulsion  in  1523  by  the  Turks,  they 
found  an  asylum  in  Malta,  where  their  reign  terminated 
in  1788.  Probably  1000  knights  resided  here.  None 
could  be  admitted  into  this  order  'without  tracing  a  noble 
origin ;  their  power  and  resources  were  to  a  vast  extent. 
The  streets  are  well  paved,  and  more  remarkably  clean 
than  almost  any  town  I  have  seen.  The  principal  one  is 
called  the  Royal  Street,  and  is  upon  a  declivity,  with  steps 
on  each  side,  to  facilitate  the  ascent  and  descent  of  pedes- 
trians. The  palace,  or  government  house,  which  has  a 
square  in  front,  is  superb.  There  was  lately  fitted  up  a 
ppacious  apartment,  called  the  hall  of  St.  George,  and  a 
throne  erected,  surmounted  with  the  royal  arms  of  £ngland, 
where  levees  are  held,  and  company  received,  by  the  gover- 
nor, on  particular  occasions.  An  armoury  is  contiguous 
to  it,  containing  20,000  stand  of  arms,  and  ancient  instru- 
ments of  warfare,  neatly  arranged  and  in  the  highest  order, 
ready  to  be  delivered  as  exigencies  may  require.  There  is 
also  9.n  elegant  church,  where  service  is  performed  in  the 
English  mode,  accompanied  by  a  military  band.  There  is 
a  public  library  established  here,  and  it  was  in  contein- 
plation  to  introduce  the  British  system  pf  ec|ucation  by 
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several  English  iresidents.  The  charming  coiuitry  re* 
sideiice  of  St.  Antonio  and  Ilorian,  appropriated  for  the 
governor,  with  its  luxuriant  gardens,  is  at  a  short  4istanc^ 
from  town.  In  the  courts  of  law  the  governor  often  presides 
personally  on  extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  on  trials  for 
piracy,  which  seems  to  be  considered  in  this  island  as 
amounting  to  the  greatest  crime,  and  on  conviction  uni- 
formly meets  with  a  capital  punishment;  but  it  is  lamentT 
able  to  reflect  that  such  a  mode  of  punishment  has  not 
extended  to  one  act  of  depravity  among  the  Maltese^ 
the  mere  thought  of  which  is  revolting  to  human  nature. 
According  to  the  information  I  received,  there  appears, 
great  room  for  an  alteration  in  many  of  the  laws  respect-, 
ing  criminals,  and  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  juris-, 
prudence  similar  to  that  followed  in  our  own.  country* 
A  few  weeks  previous  to  my  arrival,  a  native  of  the  place 
had  been  executed  for  murder,  which  I  was  told  was  the 
iirst  example  for  such  a  crime,  that  had  occurred  in  the 
island  during  the  last  forty  years. 

There  are  carriages  used  here  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  in  the  form  of  a  ohaise,  drawn  by  one  mule,  and 
without  springs ;  the  driver  does  not  sit,  but  runs  along- 
side of  the  horse  with  great  velocity,  by  a  rope  attached 
to  his  head,  and  held  in  his  hand.  The  lower  orders  of 
the  Maltese  are  extremely  dirty,  and  appear  to  have  no 
pockets  attached  to  their  dress,  or  wear  hats  on  their 
heads,  for  their  victuals,  pipe  and  tobacco  are  stu£Ped  into 
a  red  cap  they  wear,  which  hdngs  down  at.  the  back, 
and  they  carry  a  knife  in  a  sheath*  The  Maltese  lan- 
guage is  very  harsh,  and  approaches  in.  point  of  sound 
to  the  Arabic:  in  short,  an  Arab,  when  addressed 
by  a  Maltese,  can  in  general  understand  him,  and  vice 
versd. 

The  church  of  St.  John,  eighty  feet  in  length  by.  twenty 
in  breadth,  is  highly  magnificent,  but  especially  the  pave- 
ment, which  is  incredibly  rich,  &om  its  beautiful  marble^ 
not  unlike  Mosaic,  representing  the  arms  of  persons 
of  disdnction  interred  underneath,  and  the  railing  sur- 
rounding the  altar  of  gold,  was  covered  with  paint  when  the 
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Frendh  entered  hete,  with  the  view  of  conoealiiig  the  valu^ 
md  pievent  k  beccHning  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  The 
monasteries  are  numerous*  Ecclesiasties  of  different  orders 
are  to  be  met  with  at  erery  step ;  and  probably  ther^  is 
hardly  any  one  pUu»  in  the  globe  where  the  ear  is  so  much 
assailed  with  die  jingling  of  bells  of  churches  in  aU  quarr 
tets^  During  the  period  of  the  war,  Malta  was  a  most  inter- 
esting scenes  and  distinguished  for  wealth  and  commerce^ 
but  since  die  peace^  it  has  become  almost  deserted,  while 
prt^rty  and  e^ery  article  have  fiillen  in  point  of  price. 

In  the  year  1810  the  island  was  visited  with  aii  eardi^ 
quake,  which  threw  the  inhabitants  into  great  terror  and 
consternation* 

Among  the  chief  objects  of  attraction  may  be  mentioned 
the  splendid  monument  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball,'  at  one  time 
governor,  where  a  guard  is  regularly  mounted.  This 
forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  tablet  *  set  up  to  General 

*  The  following  is  the  inscription : 

To  the  Memory 

of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombiey  a  nadve  of  Scotland, 

Kn^ht  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath» 

A   MAN, 

highly  distinguished  for  his  probity^ 

magnanimity,  consummate  courage^ 

and  military  talents, 

ia  the  several  wars  of  America  and  Holiamdy 

whom  George  the  Third,  king  of 

Great  Britain, 

with  the  universal  approbation  of  his  subjects, 

appointed  Commander  in  Chief 

of  the  British  army  in  the  Mediterranean  sea, 

in  which  capacity 

completing  an  expedition  to  Egypt ; 

HE, 

although  every  where  opposed  by  the  bravest 

of  Uie  troops  of  France, 

in  one  forcible  attack,  gained  and  kept 

potsesston  of  the  whole  of  the  Egyptian  coast* 

and,  in  his  progress,  defeated  and  suppressed 

thdr  endeavours  to  oppose  him, 

until  the  British  and  French  armies, 
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Aberci0mlHe»  whose  ashes  repose'  under  the  north-east 
bastion.  It  is  to  be  hunented  that  a  monument  equalfy 
splendid  was  not  erected  to  this  brave  and  good  man,  and 
a  disgrace  to  see  this  paltry  piece  of  marble  bespattered 
with  mud,  die  inscription  *  almost  worn  out,  and  having 
neidier  an  indosure  to  protect  it  from  invasion,  or  one 
^  British  soldier,**  to  whom  <^  his  name  will  be  sacred  f," 
stationed  at  the  place  as  a  mark  of  honour  to  die  memory 
of  that  hero  who,  in  the  evening  of  life,  headed  an  English 
army  in  the  day  of  batde  against  the  disturber  of  the  peace 
of  mankind  and  his  deluded  followers,  and  perished  in  the 
— — '^^— ^■^■^■— ^— ^^— —        ■■■■»■■        ■  ■  ■  I     ■  1 1 .».    >  I  fc 

engaging  in  a  sanguinaiy  conflict  near 

Alexandria, 

on  the  Sl8t  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1801, 

whilst  fighting  in  the  foremost  ranks, 

and  in  the  very  bosom  of  victory, 

he  recdved  a  mortal  wound 

in  his  thigh, 

of  which,  to  the  keen  regret  of  all  who  knew  him, 

he  expired, 
on  the  SSth  day  of  the  same  month,  in  the  68th 

year  of  liis  age. 

He  was  a  commander 

•  eminently  conspicuous  for  his  skill  in  the  art  of  war, 

for  his  prudence  in  projecting, 

and  bravery  in  executing  bis  measures, 

and  for  his  unsullied  honour  in  all  that 

concerned  the  glory  of  his  country  and  his  king. 

'  His  soverdgn  and  Great  Britain  were  alike 

grieved  at  hu  loss. 


.    Henry  I^ot, 

appointed  by  royal  authority 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  garrison 

of  British  troops  stationed 

in  this  island,  has  piously  ordered 

thb  to  be  raised  over  the  ashes 

of  that  excellent  and  well  deserving 

officer,  conveyed  hither  in  public 

funeral  on  the  29th  day  of 

April  in  the  same  year. 

Lord  Hutchinson's  Dispatches.  t  Id. 
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arms  of  victory,  deplored  by  his  king,  his  country,  and 
his  companions  in  arms ;  *^  whose  life,  as  it  was  honourable, 
so  his  death  was  glorious."  * 

But  it  would  trespass  on  the  limits  of  the  present  work 
to  «iter  into  a  minute  detail  of  all  that  is  to  be  seen  in 
Malta.  It  therefore  only  remains  to  mention,  that  this 
island  was  some  time  m  possession  of  the  French,  and 
Buonaparte  built  a  magnificent  palace,  commandmg  a  fine 
view  of  the  grand  harbour.  In  the  year  1 799,  the  Maltese, 
groaning  under  the  tyranny  exercised  by  them,  rose  in 
arms  against  their  invaders,  after  a  blockade  of  two  years, 
massacred  the  garrison  of  Civita  Vecchia,  and  placed  die 
French  in  a  state  of  blockade,  who,  after  experiencing  all 
the  horrors  of  fiunine  during  this  period,  surrendered  this 
important  situation  to  the  British  force  directed  against  it; 
and 'Malta,  thus  in  the  hands  of  England,  may,  with  pro- 
priety, be  considered  as  the  key  of  the  Mediterranean* 

.  *  Lord  Hutchinson's  Dispatches. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

PASSPORT.  — -  DEPARTURB       FOB       STRACUSB.  --  ARRIVAI*.  -^ 

APOSTLE   Paul's   visit   to    this    place.  —  harbour. -— 

QUARANTINE.  —  SICILIAK  BARON.  —  DISEMBARKATION.  -^^ 
ANTIENT  CITY.  —  AMPHITHEATRE.  —  EAR  O^  DIONYSIUS. 
—  CHURCH  OF  ST.  JOHN.  —  CATACOMBS. —  FOUNTAIN  OF 
ARBJHUSA. — ^^  SUPERSTITION  OF  NATIVES.  —  INN.  —  LAND- 
LORD. — *  POPULATION.  —  BRITISH  COl^SUL.  -*-  EMBARKATION 
FOR  MB3SXNA*  -r*  AI^IVAL.  -^  DBSCRIPTlOk.  -^  pMRSONS 
^IRBD  TO  COMMIT  ASSASSIKATIOir.— *LBTTER  OJ^  VIRGIll 
MART  TO  INHABITANTS  OF  MiBSSINA»*^CllAVER0I8k>«^. 
i^RRIVAL  AT  CATANLA^*— 'DE8CRI^I03r-?rrXF|rBCT  Of  TWr 
RBNTS  OF  LAVA  BROM  ETNA. 

riAViKG  now  fenced  a  resolution  to  visit  IKcily,  I  set  sail 
from  Malta,  after  procuring  a  passport  from  the  Sicilian 
consul,  and  landed  at  Syracuse  %  computed  at  fifly  miles 
distance,  and  pointed  out  as  the  place  where  the  apostle 
Paul  landed  on  his  way  to  Rome,  in  order  to  meet 
the  converts  to  the  &ith  at  the  three  taverns  of  Appii  Fo- 
rum f  near  that  city.,  I  may  mention  as  a  striking  fact, 
that  taverns  do  still  exist  there. 

On  arriving  in  the  harbour  of  Syracuse,  which  is  six  miles 
m  circumference,  afibrding'a  beautiful  prospect,  and  where 
the  largest  fleets  may  safely  ride  at  anchor,  I  was  subjected 
to  the  laws  of  quarantine,  by  which  all  communication  was 
cut  off  with  the  shore,  as  great  apprehension  always  arises  on 
the  part  of  tne  Sicilians  as  to  the  communication  of  plague 
from  Maltese  vessels.  This  restriction  always  proves  dis- 
agreeable to  travellers  who  wish  to  push  forward  on  their 
journey ;  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  value  of  liberty 
can  only  be  properly  calculated  by  those  who  are  placed  in 
a  state  of  captivity. 

•  Acis  autviii.  12.  f  Id.  14,  IS. 
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At  this  time  many  other  vessds  were  under  the  same 
regalations;  and  a  Sicilian  baron,  a  passenger  in  one  of 
them,  repeatedly  visited  me,  and  offered  to  render  any 
assistance,  explained  the  objects  of  interest  to  be  seen  in 
the  place,  and  politely  invited  me,  on  our  liberation,  to  visit 
him  ^^  at  his  palace"  in  town. 

On  procuring  my  release,  after  the  confinement  of  a 
fortnight,  and  paying  the  fees  demanded,  I  landed.  I 
passed  here  a  few  days,  and  first  viewed  the  antient  city, 
situated  on  an  elevation,  a  short  distance  firom  the  present, 
and  its  amphitheatre,  which  was  capable  of  containing 
thousands  of  spectators.  I  also  visited  the  cavern,  or  what 
has  been  denominated,  the  Ear  of  Dionysius,  or  loquaci- 
ous grotto,  which  appears  tO'  defy  all  decay  firom  the 
<^)eratioas  of  time.  This  is  an  excavation  of  great  length 
in  the  solid  rock,  nearly  two  hundred  feet  in  length  and 
seventy  in  height,  where  there  is  a  reverberation  dT  sound 
even  firom  the  lowest  whisper;  but  I  regretted  I  had  not 
heard  the  efiect  of  its  echo,  either  fi'om  the  discharge  of  a 
musket,  the  crack  of  a  whip,  or  the  blowing  of  a  horn.  It 
was  impossible,  firom  its  altitude,  to  get  at  die  chamber  of 
the  tyrant.  At  a  short  distance  fix>m  it  is  shown  a  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  John,  which  is  considered  the  most  antient 
edifice  of  the  kind  in  existence,  where  I  found  an  old  monk, 
who  had  long  taken  up  a  solitary  residence  in  one  comer 
of  it,  and  whose  subsistence  depended  on  the  alms  he  received 
'  firom  visitors.  CJontiguoiis  to  it  are  a  range  of  subterrane- 
ous catacombs  or  sqpulchral  chambers,  formed  into  streets. 
I  entered  these,  where,  on  each  side,  are  niches  for  the 
reception  of  antient  bodies.  The  whole  of  these  vast  under- 
takings may  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  original  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  the  original  city  of  Syracuse.  Hie 
fountain,  said  to  be  that  of  Arethusa,  in  the  modem  town, 
may  now  fidl  under  die  description  of  a  filthy  place,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  surrounded  by  females  puddling  in,  or 
polluting  a  stream,  when  they  are  employed  in  the  oper- 
ation of  washing  and  beating  clothes. 

Having  considered  it  my  duty  to  avail  myself  of  the 
of  the  Baron,  I  cUscovered  his  resklence,  but  in 
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place  of  seeing  him  in  the  palace  he  had  so  often  rung  in 
my  ears,  and  represented  himself  as  a  person  of  conse- 
quence  in  the  town,  I  fbmid  him  perched  in  the  mefln* 
est  lodging,  consisting  of  a  couple  of  rootn8»  above  ffao. 
shop  of  a  butcher !  I  was  soon  satisfied  with  a  view  of 
Syracuse,  where  the  streets  are  narrow;  the  population 
may  be  calculated  at  upwards  of  thirteen  diousand,  and 
every  thing  appears  dull.  There  is  a  British  consid  here. 
The  hour  of  dinner  is  at  mid-day,  when  the  shops  are  shot, 
and  a  dead  silence  or  scene  of  desolation  prevails  through- 
out the  whole  town,  and  hardly  any  person  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  streets.  I  put  up  at  an  inn  distinguished  for 
the  want  of  cleanliness  and  comfort.  I  was  accommodated 
with  two  shabby  small  rooms,  and  it  appears  to  have 
entered  into  die  contemplation  of  the  landlord,  diat  I 
should  pay  smardy  for  the  tide  of  ^  Excellency^  he  had 
so  lavishly  conferred  on  me  at  almost  every  expressiim  he 
uttered,  since,  at  quitting  the  house,  he  charged  eveiy  article 
at  a  most  enormous  price.  '  On  resisting,  however,  die 
imposition,  and  calling  for  die  interposition  of  the  noUe 
Baron,  I  ultimately  forced  Boniface,  under  a  threat  of 
publicly  exposing  his  tricks  upon  travellers,  to  confine  his 
demand  to  die  particular  sum  sanctioned  by  principles  of 
justice. 

The  superstition  of  the  Sicilians,  and  the  confidence 
entertained  by  them  of  deriving  supernatural  power 
from  the  supplications  ofiered  to  saints,  is  most  extra- 
ordinary. This  could  not  be  more  strongly  exemplified 
than  in  die  following  anecdote,  imparted  to  me  by  the 
Baron  with  the  greatest  possible  gravity,  and  under  a 
firm  conviction  of  its  authenticity.  At  one  partipidar 
period  the  French  fleet  appeared  ofi^  this  town,  which 
thi*ew  the  inhabitants  into  the  greatest  ahrm.  Appre- 
hensive it  might  be  captured  and  pillaged,  the  whole  of 
them  turned  out,  and  walked  in  formal  procession  to  one 
particular  spot,  where  they  solemnly  invoked  the  assistance 
of  St.  Lucie,  the  tutelary  saint  of  Syracuse,  to  avert  a 
landing  of  the  French.  In  consequence  of  this  she  saved 
the  whole  town  by  raising  a  violent  stonn,  wfaidi  had 


H£SSINA«  395 

- « 

ilie  effect  of  bloWijig  the  whole/fleet  off  the  island  of 
SicUy.  :  .     .  ^ 

I  embarked  at  Syracuse  and  sailed  to  Messina.  This 
town  is  built,  something  in  .the  form  of  a  descent,  and  i. 
surmounted  by  an  irregular  wall  in  a  state  of  dilapidation, 
where  14,000  of  the  British  army  was  so  long  stationed, 
watching  the  operations  of  38,000  under  Murat  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  Calabria,  preparing  for  invasion,  .  This  is 
at  so  short  a  distance,  that  I  was  informed  in  calm  weather 
the  word  of  command  might  be  heard  on  both  its  sides. 
Xhe  harbour  is  excellent  and  commodious.  The  whole 
line  of  quay  may  be  computed  at  nearly  two  miles  in  length, 
and  about  sixty  in  breadth,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a 
statue  of  Neptune.  Such  is  the  rigour  of  the  quarantine 
laws,  or  rather  the  ingenuity  exercised  to  raise  money,  that 
even  persons  in  small  fishing  boats  are  not  permitted 
to  leave  this  port  without  previously  obtaining  passports* 
iSeveral  of  the  principal  buildings  are  formed  in  a  range  in 
front  of  the  sea,  in  which  direction,  in  particular,  are  to  be 
se^  wrecks  of  that  devastation  which  was  created  by 
an  earthquake  in  1743. 

There  is  a  cathedral,  which  appears  a  gloomy  edifice,  and 
^Iso  sufi^red  under  this  calamity.  Among  the  extraordi* 
nary  reUcs  Aewn,  or  rather  specimens  of  gross  fraud  and 
imposition,  is  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Virgin  Mary  to  the 
tutelary  patroness  of  this  city,  approbatory  of  the  faith  of 
the  natives  of  Messina.  The  teipns  in  which  this  document 
is  conceived,  dated  from  Jerusalem,  and  in  the  forty-second 
year  of  his  age,  is  too  ludicrous  to  transcribe  here. 

It  may  in  general  be  observed,  that  the  -  scenery  about 
Messina  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  the  whole  of  it,  with 
the  mountains,  villages,  and  monasteries,  is  viewed  to  the 
best  advantage  from  the  sea.  There  is  a  piece  of  ground 
set  apart  exclusively  for  the  interment  of  Englishmen. 

The  landlord  of  the  house  I  was  recommended  to  was 
«x^emely.  loquacious,  and  mentioned  the  dissatisfaction 
which  prevailed  throughout  Sicily,  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  king,,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  Sicilians  to  be  placed  as 
4UI  independent  state,  who  would  prefer  to  be  under  the 
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pitotecdoQ  diber  of  England  cHf  Amerin  thaaundev  tke  pte^ 
sent  djnasty.  Among  odier  relations  heinfiHrmedm^.tfaol 
a  certaiii  description  of  vagabonds  here  were  ooeasionallj 
employed  to  commit  acts  of  astisissination ;  and  gniTel^ 
added,  that  if  there  was  aitertained  on  bis  own  part  waf 
iQ  will  against  me  or  odier  guests  in  his  house,  he  coqM 
hire  them  to  way*lay,  and  strike  the  blow  c^  death  for  a 
couple  of  ^dollars.  He  further  mentionedy  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  an  act  of  this  diabdical  naturei  was  always  regu- 
lated according  to  the  rank  and  cireumstanoes  of  the  persoBB 
who  were  the  objects  of  attack.  This  was  a  pretty  broad 
hint  to  me  to  be  particularly  on  my  guardf  when  I  in- 
formed him  I  hoped  I  should  never  commit  any  act  that 
would  excite  his  displeasure. 

I  dnbarked  here  with  the  view  of  proceeding  to  Gitttua, 
8»ling  through  the  gulf  of  Charybdis»  which  ia  in  the 
centre  of  the  sea.  It  is  about  one  hundred  and  fi%  feet 
ill  circumference,  and  arising,  in  ail  probability,  firom  dif- 
fer^t  currents  coming  at  one  time  into  contact,  whose 
^*  greedy  whirlpool,''  iu:cording  to  the  language  of  the 
poet,  '^  sucks  the  tides.**  The  navigation  prdves  extremely 
dangerous  through  the  gulf,  where  the  brave  Nekon  led 
a  British  fleet  After  passing  it  I  soon  had  a  dear  and 
very  distinct  view  of  Etna,  with  that  torrent  of  lava  which 
at  one  time  poured  down  Asa  moimtain,  canTii^  fri^tfid 
destruction,  when  it  was  lost  in  the  sea. 

I  landed  at  Catania,  distinguish^  for  its  fisheries  in 
coral  and  amber;  the  ^ew  of  whidi  from  the  sea,  at  the 
base  of  towering  Etna,  is  prodigiously  grand  and  striking^ 
I  proceeded  to  a  pretty  comfor^k  inn  in  the  great 
square,  where  I  jcHued  two  travellers,  one  of  them  a  country- 
man and  the  other  a  French  generaL  This  dty  b  p^ 
kaps  as  mudi  distinguished  for  beati^  as  any  in  Sidly, 
containing  about  M,000  inhabitants,  and  i»  ^ictrded  widi 
?»iormou8  masses  of  red  lava,  firom  an  irruption  in  1669, 
triiich  hurled  down  an  overwhelming  flood  of  fire  in  tei^ 
rible  confusion.  In  appearance  it  is  i»milar  to  v»st  sheets 
ol  keon  B,  river  6tosa  thaw,  but  of  a  Uadc  and  browli 
cobitfi  widi  furrows.  .  This  frightful  viritatlon 
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for  mondiKy  eiid  overwhdmed  Ae.ccmntiy  faetMreeto  lire 
mnint  and  Catania  with  destructioc,  ivfaidi  extended  to 
tbousaods  of  houses  in  the  city,  majoyc^whidi  werelitemUf 
gVrallowed  up  in  the  fiery  gul^  and  tbe^nnedu  c^  othera 
ave  still  to  be  seen.  It  may  be  added,  that  many  of  Ae 
habitations  in  the  neighbotprhood,  which  are  built  of  lava^ 
are  deserted  of  their  iiAabitants  from  being  altogether 
und^tnined,  and  several  elegant  buiMings  in  the  city  are 
supported  by  props  or  large  logs  of  wood,  their  stability 
having  been  aflfected,  and  are  cracked  and  rent  in  diilferent 
pans  from  the  shaking  or  concussion  to  which  the  moun- 
tain is  subjected  at  diflerent  periods.  At  one  end  of  the 
town,  indeed,'  the  desolation  and  ravages  I  witnessed,  were 
most  heart-rending  and  appalling  fretn  the  torrent  of  lava, 
which  poured  down  lik|»  a  m%hty  stream  iff  its  liquid  state, 
and  I  have  aiways  been  led  to  believe  that  a  similar  fiite 
awfuts  at  some  fiiture  period  the  whcde  of  Catania* 

There  is  a  university  and  BenecfictBie  conv^it^  which 
may  be  considered  as  nnrivalled  in  the  whole  island^ 
nay,  perhaps,  in  Europe.  The  monks  are  descended  fit>m 
nobility,  whose  apartments  are  d^ant,  and  it  contains  a 
gallery  three  hundred  feet  in  length.  The  church  is  very 
magnificent,  with  an  organ,  which  is  supposed  to  be  even 
superior  to  that  of  Haerlem,  and  so  powerfiil  and  ingeni- 
ously constructedas  to  imitate  almost  all  kinds  of  instru- 
ments One  of  the  monks  performed  a  piece  of  music  with 
great  taste. 

There  was  one  exhibition  in  this  dty  which  proved  ex- 
ceedingly disgusting  to  me.  On  the  day  following  my  ar- 
rival, which  was  on  Sunday,  a  procession  or  pageant  took 
place,  on  occasion  of  some  festival  in  honour  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  when  the  people  were  absolutely  firantic  On  the 
shades  of  night  setting  in,  die  houses  were  illuminated; 
squ3)s,  rockets,  and  all  sorts  of  fire-works  were  dirown 
off,  firom  which  the  whole  place  appeared  as  enveloped  in 
a  blaze.  The  streets,  but  particularly  the  great  square, 
were  crowded  with  the  inhabitants,  who  had  turned  out, 
and  were  joined  by  many  people  fircHn  the  country.  About 
nine  o'dock  tfaeprocession  was  sei  in  motion,  when  thegrani^ 


ol^ecfc  of  attracdim  W9B  a  i^resenti^n  or  fi^ 
the  Viigin  Mary,  with  the  in&nt  Jesus mher  arms,  decked 
and  splendidly  iUmninated  with  variegated  lamps  and. re- 
presentations of  flowers.  This  was  placed  on  a  kind  of  car, 
or.  broad  platform  of  wood,  and  carried  on  the  shoulders  of 
several  men,  at  a  slow  pace,  preceded  by  a  number  of 
priests,  with  their  heads  uncovered,  books  in  their  hands, 
and  a  vocal  choir,  followed  by  the  multitude.  During 
the  time  this  inanimate  object,  or  bla^hemous  piece  of 
mockery,  passed,  the  people  fell  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
taking  off  their  hats,  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  their 
breast,  and  then  clasped  dieir  hands^  .  On  this  ooot- 
sion  some  were  weepings  others  prapng,  and  many 
shouting.  This  mununery  continued  almost  die  whole 
night,  the  procession  passing  every  street  and  lane.  It 
was  altogether  unaccountable  to  perceive  the .  superstidon 
and  conviction  of  this  people,  who  think  they  are  pleasing 
God  by.  offering  up  such  a  religious  mockery  .to  an  iddi  of 
their  own  workmanship,  whidi  neither  saw  or  heard* 
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.       CHAR  XLL 

VISIT  TO  MOUNT  ETNA.  —  REGIONS.  —  DEVASTATIONS,  —  OB- 
SERVATIONS. —  ARRIVAL  AT  FOOT  OF  THE  CONE.  —  ASCENT 
OF  IT  BT  MIDNIGHT.  -—EFFECTS  PRODUCED  ON  AUTHQR  BY 
SULPHURBOX7S  VAPOUR  AND  THE  AIR.  — EXTREME  DIFFI- 
CULTY IN  ASCENDING.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  SUMMIT.  — •  HORRORS 
DESCRIBED.  —  REFLECTIONS.  —  HINTS  >  TO  TRAVELLERS.  — 
LAST  ERUPTION.  —  EMBARKATION  FOR  PALERMO. 

IXAYiNG  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  I  met  with  at  Catania 
to  visit  Etna,  supposed  to  be  about  thirty  miles  on  an 
.«»«  ta.  AeX  ^  «»»rfi„^y  JZ^  .bo..  »id. 
day,  on  the  19th  of  October;  but  notwithstanding  the 
advanced  state  of  the  season,  fortunately  the  mountain 
had  not  been  touched  by  snow.*  In  this  journey  we  were 
on  mules,  attended  by  our  servants  and  a  guide,  carrying 
provisions,  and  materials  for  lighting  a  fire.  Nature  ap- 
pears to  have  divided  this  most  stupendous  mountain  into 
three  different  parts.  These  may  be  described  by  regions, 
which  have  been  denominated  the  fertile,  woody,  and  de- 
sert. We  first  ascended  a  long  sharp  road  of  lava,  similar 
to  rock,  and  afterwards  through  these  different  depart- 
ments. It  was  most  extraordinaiy  to  see  in  some  parts 
crops'  yielded  from  the  vine,  which  had  been  cultivated 
among  masses  of  lava,  and  where  the  grounds  are  black 
as  if  die  ashes  of  coal  had  been  scattered  over  it  We 
halted  durifig  the  night  at  Nicojosa,  about  twelve  miles 
dbtant  fi'om  Catania,  and  next  morning  proceeded  to  scale 
the  mountain.  In  one  direction  the  earth  is  spread  over 
with  black  ashes,  where  not  a  particle  of  vegetation  was 

*  The  snow  Is  understood  to  lodge  on  Etna  iteut  the  end  of  tlus 
month,  and  dissolve  the  end  of  June. 
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to  be  discovered,  mid  in  anotlier  theae  are  jumbled  and 
tossed  in  die  wildest  manner,  as  if  some  terrible  oobtoI* 
Am  of  nature  had  rent  and  torn  out  of  the  very  bowels 
of  the  earth  most  enormous  masses  of  lava,  similar  in  ap- 
pearance to  mighty  rocks.  The  imagination  of  a  human 
being  can  hardly  figure  a  qx>t  which  has  been  marked  with 
such  woeful  desolation,  and  more  strikingly  calculated  to 
fill  the  human  mind  with  wonder.  During  this  joomey 
the  scene  became  more  awfiil,  grand,  and  sublime,  from 
diat  conspuncy,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,-  of  the  elenmits, 
which  impeded  our  progress,  -by  storms  of  rain  and  haS, 
with  vivid  lightning  and  awful  rolling  of  thunder,  direat- 
ening  to  dart  in  thunderbolts  on  our  heacb.  Ova*- 
powered  with  fittigue,  and  drenched  with  rain,  we  landed 
at  a  small  house  of  lava,  at  the  base  of  the  cone,  for  the 
aisoommodation  of  travellers,  die  keys  of  which  we  brought 
Geom  Nicolasa,  and  built  by  the  British  army,  widi  an'ihseripi- 
tkm  to  that  pmrpose  over  die  entrance.  lliiB  oonsists  of  a 
couple  of  apartments,  with  a  stable  a^oikiing,  and  some 
travelers  prefer,  on  account  of  the  extreme  cold,  torepase 
dncingnig^tia  the  manger.  We  lighted  a  fire  inlhedhimney, 
and  after  taking  vefreshments,  agreed  tosetout  by  mUni^:^ 
and  ascend  the  oone^  so  as  to  reach  die  summit  in  time  to 
^tliess  die  glcnrious  lummary  of  day  risibg'fimii  dieduim^ 
Jbers  mrthe  east,  and  as  a  gknt  rej6icing't0!  ran  hiB!cour^ 
.  The.  dead  alenoe  that  reigns  in  this  devoted  spot,o(^bMi'is, 
as  itwere^  totally  shut  out  ftom  thewodd^  aiMl  the  terrific 
itemization  all  around,  wherenotan  inseetor  bird  ofihe  air 
is  to  be  seen,  are  calculated  to  strike  deqp  on  die  mind 
sentiments  of  profound  awe  and  veneration.  At  this  time 
jdie  apartment  was  so  totally  enveloped  insmoke  that*  we 
could  not  distmgnish  onefiom  the  oilier,  and  wereta&host 
in  a>8tate  of  aiifocation»  but  the  eause  we  conld  no^^o^ 
'fiUy  account  for. 

.  Afker^  muffling  oursdvea  up  and. taking  .sixmes-in  odr 
.hand,. we  set  out  with  Ae  guid^  who  carried  s  I^^iled'lafr- 
thom.  The  general,  however,  afler  proceeding  a  short 
way,  apprehetisive  of  danger  fiom  stepping  among  the 
masses  of  lava,  and  having  nearly  broken  his  leg,  aban^ 


do^aed  the  csiteiprise  ;6ffld  letotned  to  the  hoosey  iatending 
to  Hiidertake  it  next  day,  leavi^  us  to  go  forw|ird«    In  th^ 
coucse  of  proceeding  we  st^mbl^  among  enonnoij^t  bJocks 
pf  lava,  which  I  can  only  comp^e  to  prodigious  masses  of 
ice,  hurled  on  each  other  in  terrible  confusion,  in  large 
gulUes.    Although  we  proceeded  with  cautious  steps,  yet 
we  fell  down  at  ahnost  every  other  moment,  afraid  we 
should  break  our  legs.     In  about  two  hours  we  got  to 
the  immediate  base   of  the  perpendicular  height  of  the 
coQ^  which  we  began  to  ascend^   when  a  slight  glim- 
meringof  the  light,  of  day  began  to  appear.    Of  all  the 
tasks  I  had  ever  undertaken  at  any  one  period  in  ascendr 
ing  mountains,  this  was  the  most  arduous  andUboriou& 
^e  difficulty  chiefly  arose  from  being  unable  to  obtain 
a  solid  footing,  to  press,  the  body  fonfard,  in  coni^equence 
of  the  ashes  being  looser  since  frequently,  at  aqquiriiig  a 
step,  we  slid  down,  and  lost  more  groupd  than, we  had 
gained.    At  this  time  the  pure  air  in  one  pfMt  affected  the 
hmgs,  and  prevented  free  rei^tralion.;  and  at  another  th^ 
su^hureous  vapour,  which  obscured  the  qre-sight  as  if 
exposed  to  smoke^  occasionied  sickness  and  yiolent  V!C>- 
miting.    Havii^  reached  half  way  up.  tbe^conei  I  was 
obliged  to  lay  down  in  a  complete  state  of  exhaustion.    I 
perceived  below  a  spark  of  l%ht  moving  quickty  jdong^ 
and  not  unlike  tiie>  toxch  of  a  lamplighter  in  frdl  speeds 
Thisignus  fiituos  is  {resumed  by  some  to  be  occasioned 
by  swarms  of  flying  glow-worms  or<  luminous  inaeel^  tikh 
though  others  are  disposed  to  think  them  meteors,  or  a 
qpedes  of  natural  phoqihorus.     On  proceeding  I  (ound 
the  loose  ashes  stiU  continuing  and  after  scrambling  up 
and  rolling  down,  thank  God,  we  reached  the  txsp^  and 
threw  ourselves  cm  the  ground  for  some  time^  completely 
worn  out  by  our  exertions.    At  this  very  critical  moment 
the  smi  be^n  to  rise^  and  widi  a  glory  altogether  inde- 
sdibable.    Most  fortunately  at  this  season  there  wa&  no 
snow  on  the  cpne^  otherwise  our  attempt  to  gain  ita  sun^ 
mit  would  have  been  perfectly  impracticable.    It  is  r^ 
markable,  that  the  snow  on  this  mountain  yields  a  revenue 
to  the  Bishop  a(  Qatanuu 
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.  The  floene  around^  irom  this  most  eonunaiidiiig  ahkodc^ 
umting  olgects  so  numerous  and  suUime,  baffles  all  kind 
of  description,  and  never  could  be  attempted  by  the  most 
fimile  and  lively  mind*  SUence,  awfully  solemn-  as  -the 
very  r^ons  of  death,  appears  to  reign  around.  An  horbxm 
is  .unfolded  of  an  extent  incredible.  A  vast  extent  of 
country,  and  numerous  viUages,  like  so  many  packs  of 
cards,  are  sci^tered  about,  rivers  in  their  serpentine  direo- 
ticMis ;  mountains  and  volcanoes.  The  ocean  is  boundless, 
and  the  islands  of  Lipari  and  Strombolo  appear  with  their 
smoking  summits.  In  short,  all  nature^  nay,  the  very 
wrarld  itself  appeared)  as  it  were,  to  be  under  the  feet.  If 
Irom  such  an  elevation  objects  underneath  appetared  so 
small  and  diminutive  to  the  view  of  a  mortal,  what  idea 
must  be  entertained  of  timt  sight  in  which  all  sublunary 
thii^  are  to  the  Almighty  Being  who  created  all'  by 
merely  ^leaking,  and  it  was  done;  and  sits  on  the  ohrde 
of  this  earth,  the  inhabitants  whereof  in  his  sight  are  merely 
as  grasshoppers.  *  In  short,  the  horrors,  arising  from  no* 
merous  caverns  belching  forth  clouds  of  smoke^  boilmg 
cauldrons^  and  the  overwhelming  destructi<m  occasioned- 
by  the  lava  from  different  eruptions  that  rushed  down  the 
mount  in  a  state  of  fusion  with  such,  fiuy,  the  vast  ele- 
vation of  tiie  mountain,  the  puri^  of  its  air,  where  nota 
bird  or  even  the  smallest  insect  is  to  be  jseeo,  the  yawning 
caverns,  and  the  dead  silence  reigning  throughout;  I  say, 
the  combination  of  these  is  calculated  to  strike  terror,  en 
the  mind,  and  shake  the  nerves  of  the.travdler,  however 
distinguished  he  may  be  for  courage  and  .intre[»di1y,  and 
represent  the  horrors  attending  the  approach  of  a  day 
of  judgment  This  place  is  infinitely;  more  horrible  than 
any  part  of  Mount  Vesuvius  which  I  visited.  The  view 
which  these  rocks  presents,  being  rent  and  torn  in  a 
thousand  parts,  brought  formUy  to  my  recollection. thset 
dreadful  agitation  of  nature  which  aroae  when  the  Re»- 
deemer  of  a  guilty  world  endured  the  penalty  of  the 
law,  and  said,  '^  It  is  finished."  f    Those  flames  of  fire 

*  liaiah  xL  22.  t  Matt.  xxvU.  51.    Luke  xviii.  4S. 


and  smoke  prod^oed  by  the  vcdeanoea  around^  might  con-» 
^y  to  y£  'Some  i4ea  of  the  terror^}  dkplayed  on  that  mounts 
where,  the  law  apod  coj^^mandments  w^e  deliv^ed^  and 
were  spoken  by  the  M^e^ty  of  Heaven.  ^ 

On  turning  roiHid  I  observed  in  particular  one  vast 
oroter  or  g)ilf,  in  the  form  of  a  basin,  probably  a  couple 
of.mile6  ii)  cii^c^mf^reoce,  anii  half  a  mile  in  depth.  After 
v^naaining  a.  ^a&^  time^  upon  the  highest  pinnacle,  and 
di:uiking  to  tb^  health,  of  oar  gracious  Sovereign  George 
tfa^  fourth^  we  descended  by  almost  sliding  down  the  cone,- 
mkdsxnyfidAt  our  quarters  about  nineiocclock,  much  fa- 
tigued, f  At-this  time  we  met  the  General,  who  had  en- 
jojred  a  sound  sleep,  setting  out  to  perform  his  task  in  as- 
cendii^to  the  summit.  On  his.  return  we  spent  the  re- 
i9lEuiDd€»r  o(  the  day  in  our  solitary  abode.  Still  &iding 
th^  aimpyani^  of  smoker  which,  so.mudi  af&cted  ouc.qyes, 
and  being  eompdled  to  tsontiinue  the  fire,  in  consequence 
^  shivei^ing  with  cold,  we  repeated  our  invei^gddoiubto 
discover  the  cause  of  it.  On  examining  ih»  dklmney  eX"*- 
lie^mally  we  discorded  that  the  top  of  it  hadheen  stuffed 
Wdtii  sttawj  to  prev^t.  the  snow  fidlit^'  thnofigh  it  and 
ii^ripg  thie  ap«ftmattt,  which  had  escaped/ tliei:recollec^ 
tipii  of  :th^  guide*  'Hioogb  this  oircumstBnoa  may.appear 
to  ^ii»e:p^GSon9^^  trifling,  yet  I  ocmceive  it  of  importance  to 
advert  Uh'iU  . thuit  traineUers may  attaid  to  the  hiM  m. ease 
^ley/  shpuU  be  eaqpoaed  to  ihe  same*  inconveniance  we 
experi^ced*  ^  «. 

Next  mommg  we  mounted  our  mules^  and>1xinied  off  a 
^Jf^fffi  distance  front' our  quarten^  aloi^  a  tract  eotered 
wii^  cpders^  to  witness,  the  crater  fcrsied:  bjn  aa  eiftip- 
tioQ  which  took  place  the  preceding  year;  namely,  on 
the  27th   May,  1819.     We  could  only  venture  to  ap- 

*  Exod.  xix.  18.    Heb.  xii.  is.    Ecdes.  xliil.  16. 

t  When  upon  the  pwnt  of  ascending^  my  travelling  companions  were 
descending.  They  appeared  to  me  as  spirits  descending  from  Heaven. 
Mr.  Wilson  appeared  to  have  suffered  much,  his  face  pale  and  thin,  the 
volcanic  exhalations  had  produced  the  e£fect  of  sea  sickness.  Lazarus 
rifling  from  the  dead  was  not  paler  or  thinner  than  the  other. — Gene- 
ral GroumBiixoif'«  Travek  in  Sicify. 
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proach  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  volcano,  but 
it  was  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  observe  the  lips  or  edges  of 
it,  streaked  with  lava  of  a  red  and  yellow  colour.  All 
around  the  spot  I  fiMind  enormous  stones  and  cinders  of 
a  red  and  black  colour,  which  had  been  vomited  forth  from 
this  fountain  of  fire,  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  scattered 
over  clouds  of  ashes  which  had  fallen.  This  is  the  hst  , 
eruption  which  occurred  at  Etna,  which  continued  till  the 
second  of  the  following  monih.  After  pasang  aloi^  va- 
rious other  deep  craters,  and  looking  down  mto  yawning 
gulfi,  where  fire  and  smoke  was  issuing  forth,  we  turned 
into  the  usual  tract,  and  proceeded  to  Catania,  congratu- 
ladng  ourselves  on  our  safe  arrival,  and  overwhelmed  With 
astonishmoit  at  the  wonderfiil  works  of  Almighty  God. 

After  taking  leave  of  my  fellow  travellers  I  set  sail,  in 
company  with  a  Prussian  officer,  in  a  vessel  called  a  Spairir 
narrow,  loaded  almost  to  the  water  edge  with  wood,  which 
was  kept  dose  to  the  shore.  At  one  time  there  was  a  dead 
cahOf  and  the  sea  was  like  a  sheet  of  glass  during  two  dayis; 
On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  an  darming  gale  of  wind 
set  in,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  when  our 
brktfe  bark,  where  we  were  crammed  into  a  small  cabin,' 
and  could  hardly  stretdb  ourselves,  was  driven  out  to  sea, 
eaqiosed  to  all  the  fttry  of  the  contending  dements,  anid 
every  part  of  her  in  the  most  shattered  state.  Her  sails 
were  torn  to  rags;  the  very  few  mariners  on  boiod  were 
VFcm.  out  with  fetigue ;  and  it  was  concluded  every  moment 
she  would  go  to  the  bottmn.  After  pasring  a  night  of  great 
agitation  during  this  tremendous  storm,  which  continued 
till  the  next  day,  we,  by  a  kindofmirade^  reached  Pd^mo. 
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FALERMO.— PEIB8TS.— -POPULATIOH  OF  CiTT*  —  PABTICULAB 
OBJICT  OF  8ICIUA1IS.  —  STRUBTS*  -^  STALLS.  — •  BRITIStt 
ARMY*  —  FETB  OF  ST.  ROSALIA.  -^  OB^CRIPTION.  —  CONYBMT 

.  OF  CAPUCHINS.  —  IIT2MAN  8KBLETON. — COUNTRY  HOUSE  OF 
KING.  —  SIROCCO  WIND.  —  BMBABKATION  FOR  MALTA.  — 
STORM. — ARRIVAL  AT  MARSALLA. —-DETENTION. — ARRI- 
VAL AT  MALTA.  —  ARRIVAL  AT  GIBRALTAR.  •«  DESCRIP- 
TION. 

1  HE  approiicb  to  this  capital  finom  the  bay  is  beautifully 
situated  in  a  fertile  plain,  at  the  loot  of  a  chain  of  stppen- 
dous  mountains;  one  of  these  is  named  Pelegrino^  and 
is  of  considerable  altitude.  The  first  objects  which  struck 
me  on  landing  were  the  prodigious  swarms  of  priests  moving 
about  in  every  direction,  and  in  costumes  of  all  colours, 
with  broad  hats  like  those  of  quakers,  some  of  them  of  it 
straw  colour,  and  white  cords  round  their  bodies;  a  proof 
that  priesthood  is  here  a  flourishing  profession.  Some  of 
them  did  not  maintain  a  reputaticm  for  unsullied  purily, 
and  I  should  be  ashamed  to  stain  these  pages  with  the 
scandalous  acts  they  practised,  so  revolting  to  every  feel- 
ing and  practice,  which  were  ccmununicated  to  me  by  one 
of  my  countrymen,  who,  from  a  long  residence  in  this 
place,  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  accurate  information. 
This  city  has  five  principal  ports;  over  one  of  these  are . 
exposed  in  cages  the  heads  of  those  who  have  been  executed 
for  murder.  The  population  amounts  to  nearly  200,000. 
There  is  one  principal  street,  called  Via  Toledo,  similar  to 
Bondnstreet,  in  London,  of  considerable  length,  where  there 
is  always  great  bustle,  firom  the  continual  motion  of  carriages, 
pedestrians,  and  equestrians,  but. particularly  after  dinner, 
which  takes  place  at  mid-day,  and  these  continue  their  route 
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down  to  the  Bfarino,  which  is  a  public  promenade.     The 
utmost  extent  of  the  wish  and  vanity  of  the  Sicilians  here  ap- 
pear to  be  placed  in  such  drcmnstances,  as  to  enable  them 
to  affixrd  to  keep  a  carriages  and  ostentatiously  di^lay  it 
along  this  street,  especially  at  one  particular  hour,  where 
Ataie  is  seen  a  string,  or  one  continued  line  of  them  parad- 
ing.   Even  princes  are  found  perfectly  contented  to  live 
kk  a  state  of  obscmity»  indie  upper  part  of  a  hoose^  and 
dMfine  their  palate  to  the  eatfaig  of  maoearani^  in  order  io 
save  what  they  can  to  attaiil  thb  dbtinotion.    The  streete 
are  in  general  pretly  well  paved.    The  houses  are  irr^u- 
larly  built,  and  the  display  of  wet  linen  from  many  of  these 
is  most  offensive  to  the  eye.    The  lower  part  of  them  are 
all  converted  into  shops,  and  the  upper  parts  are  inhabited 
by  fiunilies,  from  the  duke  to  the  humble  individuaL  There 
are  also  a  number  of  moveable  booths  on  the  side  of  the 
streets,  where  petty  trades  are  carried  on,  which  disfigure 
and  ahnost  block  them  up.  The  passion  for  gaming  pervades 
all  ranks,  and  card  playing  is  practised  among  die  lower 
orders,  even  in  the  very  stairs  and  streets.  Tlie  Briti^  army, 
Bladoned  here  a  considerable  time,  acquired  a  high  &me 
for  orderly'and  correct  conduct,  and  a  punctual-  perform* 
Wace  of  all  its  engagements.    During  that  period  there 
was  one  English  church  where  divine  service  was  performed, 
which  has  now  been-  converted  intd  a  granary,  and  none 
has*  existed  since  that  period.    Tberfe  was  a  particular  hos* 
tHity,  I  was  told,  on  tfie  part  of  the  Sicilians,  to  being 
engaged  in'  military  service^  with  wh<to  it  is  a  common  ex* 
pressbn,  **  Rather  be  a  sow  dian  a  soldiiir  f  and  there  exists 
a  maiieed  hatred'  to  thebr  neighbours,  die  Neapolitans, 
several  of  whom  had  lately  arrived  to  enforce  the  obedience, 
of  die  Sicilians  to  a  law,  ordering  a  conscription  to  be 
nosed.  Through  the  interference  of  Prince  Leopold,  a  son 
of  the  King  of  Naples,  who  governs  hel^  a'dause  was  in« 
trodttced  declarii^  those  in  the  married  state  should  not 
be  bound  to  serve  as  soldiers.     In  consequence  boys*  wore 
united  to  women  who  might  have  been  their  grandmothers 
in  point  of  age,  to  evade  the  open^on  of  this  exempt 
tion.    The  churches  were  actuidly  ci!t>wded  wldi  tiien*  to 
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receive-^  nuptial  :ba[icdict]0ii8.  This  Prince  is  popuUtr^ 
and  on  certiiin  days  of  the  wedc  receives  mUh  his  bum 
hands  pedttons  frDSi  the  meanest  subject. 

I  did  not  hqipen  to  be  in  this  city  in  the  month  of  Julji^ 
"vrhen  a  superstitious  cei^emony  takes  place  to  the  memory 
of  Rosalia,  the  patiioness  saint  of  this  island,  who,  it  is  said, 
at  an  earlier  period  of  life  retired  to  a  monast^,  and  led 
altfe  of  piety  and  abstinence*  More  acts  of  adoration  ap> 
pear  to  be  paid  to  her  than  even  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  N6- 
.  thing  is  more  disgusting  and  blasphemous  than  to  see  ac- 
countable creatures  robbing  God  df  that  glory  and  honor 
which  exclusively  belong  to  himseli^  adoring  inanimsSte 
•  objects,  and  believing  in  miracles  which  saints  can  elket. 
On  tbe  occasion  of  iSiis  festival,  whidi'cohtinues  ^tne  da^s, 
the  whole  popidation  is  drawn  out,  and  are  thrown  into  an 
ecstasy  or  d^riiuh  of  joy,  when  every  kiiid  <if  IbJly-  and 
bii^foonery  is  practised.  An  effigy  ofifliis  objeiJt  of  i^i- 
'Han  ^omtion,  finely  decorated,  aiid  a  box  said  W  ceol- 
iam  her  bones,  is  carried  in  procession  with  great  ^fnp 
through  the  streets  on  a  lofty  car,  ornamented  with  all^ori- 
cal  ri^resentatidiis.  At  the  top€»f  itis  her  staliipe.  THiis  is 
attended  by  ecclesiasti<^  of  high  and  low  rank^  the -nullify 
ahd  others,  accompahted  by  itimsit.  During  this  festive  d»d 
(Prince  and  Governor  dine  in  public  in  gardens  near  the 
town,  where  a  table  is  laid  out  to  which  all  persons  of 
'  mspectability  are  welcome.  The  town  is  illuminated, 
iMkets  and  fire-arms  are  let  ofiy  and  discharges  of  artillery. 
The  Monte  Pdegrino,'^  where  it'  is  said  iMs  saint  lied 
her  days  of  solitude,  iisi  in  the  immediiate  vicinity  of  tlie  city, 
and  is  held  in  tlie  highest  possible  veneration  by*  the  I%rlar- 
*lnatans.  The  ascent  is  iJiM<^ult^Foii^  its  altitude,  and 'the 
i^ad  winds  in  the  fbrm  of  a  oorkstrew,  the  Vienirfirom 
which  is  most  extensive  arid'^beautifiil.  On' %  pinnacte 
Ibdctng  towards  the  sea' is  a  d^nisy  effigy  df  Rosalia^'  be- 
iSxe  which  many  prdstrate  tliems^lv^ ;  aiid  $1  may  be  added, 
that  tiie  procession  finiiihed  on  the  fifth  day,  by  proceeding 
td  tins  s|>ot.  ' 

]  It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  miiiute  detail  of  all 
the  public  buildings,  churches,  and  edifices  in  this  city. 
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<Many  of  these  are  magnificent,  especially  die  cadiedrfll) 
which  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  in  length.  I  can- 
not omit  however  adverting  to  the  omvent  of  the  Capudiinsy 
and  the  mode  adopted  in  preserving  the  bodies  of  the  dead, 
which  are  exposed*    In  a  sabterranean  space  under  die 
convent  are  a  number  of  chambers,  and  a  passage  is  formed 
.  for  the  accoomiodation  of  visitors.     Hundreds  of  skel^DOs 
of  Capudiins,  similar  to  mummies,  are  platted  in  niches,  after 
being  dried  or  preserved  in  a  paHacular  manner,  with 
the  dress  they  used  during  their  lifetime^  and  long  beards. 
Tickets  are  attached  to  eadi,  bearing  their  naines  and 
the  day  of  their  death.     Many  indeed  fix  on'  the  parficdar 
.  niche  diey  wish  their  bodies  to  occupy  after  their  dissolution. 
,  A  number  of  co&ns.are  also  here,  containing  human  bodies 
secured  with  locks,  the  keys  of  which  are  in  the  custody 
;  of  .their  friends.    The  exhibition  presented  in  this  modem 
.Golgotha  of  so  many  skeletons  of  human  beings,  dodied 
.and  standing  in  an  upright  position,  is  truly  awfiil,  wdl 
,  calculated  to  humble  the  pride  of  man,  and  call  to  reool- 
.  lection  his  latter  end. 

At  a  short  distance  fix>m  the  city  there  is  a  churchyard 
called  Campo  Santo,  which  also  presents  aflfectmg  vkws 
of  mortality.  Part  of  this  field  is  subterraneous,  whare  the 
odead  bodies  of  the  lower  orders  of  men  are  thrown  from  an 
aperture  above,  covered  with  a  stone  to  which  a  ring  is 
attached.  Contiguous  is  a  building  set  apart  for  the  recq>- 
.tion  of  the  bodies  of  those  of  a  superior  rank  in  life,  scmie 
of  whom  previously  undergo  a  regular  prpcess,  called 
baking  or  drying  in  ovens,  afier  which  they  are  placed  in 
.niches  in  the  walls  like  statues,  with  their  hands  tied  across, 
a  rope  round  their  neck,  and  hanging  in  fh>nt  crossed, 
a  crown  of  thorns  on  their  head,  and  covered  with  the 
clothes  they  wore  during  their  lifetime.  On  the  anniversary 
of  their  death  they  are  visited  by  friends  who  **  spesBk  to 
them."  In  another  part  are  coffij^s  under  lock,  and  .the 
key  kept  by  relations,  who  in  a  similar  manner,  at  an  amli- 
versary,  open  and  ^^  address  them."  I  was  shewn  tibe  l^art- 
ment  where  the  preparation  had  taken  place»  where  jsome 
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cluldr^i  had  been  brought  in  a  bcurro^r  to  undergo  the 
process. 

,  The  king's  country  house  or  villa,  called  "Favourite," 
situated  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  and  to  which  he  and 
his  queen  were  removed  by  Lord  Nelson,  is  a  beautifol 
edifice  in  the  Chinese  form  of  architecture,  painted  in 
firesco.  On  the  inside  of  several  doors  in  the  principal 
rooms,  are  lik^iesses  painted  of  his  &mily,  and  their  names, 
wjth  observations  applicable  to  the  affection  entertained 
for  each.  Among  the  curiosities  here  is  a  very  large  table 
in  the  kitchen,  capable  of  containing  a  variety  of  dishes 
for  an  entertainment,  on  occasion  of  a  banquet,  which  is 
wound  up  by  machinery,  with  all  the  articles,  to  a  grand 
dining  room  up  stiurs. 

During  the  time  I  was  in  the  capital,  it  was  visited  with 
the  sirocco  wind,  which  was  most  violent,  and  occasioned 
a  difficulty  in  breathing,  accompanied  by  a  sultry  oppressive 
heat,  with  great  languor  and  depression  of  spirits*  At  this 
time  there  was  a. peculiar  dust  blown  about  the  town, 
which  searched  and  settled  in  every  place,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  windows  were  shut  down  to  prevent  it  pene- 
trating the  interior  of  the  houses,  and  every  article  was 
abused. 

After  I  had  seen  every  object  of  interest  at  Malta,  and 
been  received  hospitably  by  Mr.  Lindeman,  British  consul, 
I  embarked  in  a  small  crazy  bark,  with  the  view  of  returning 
to  Malta.  After  beating  about  in  consequence  of  contrary 
winds,  I  was  blown  into  Trapani,  and  detained  some  days. 
I  proceeded,  and  after  encountering  another  storm,  forced 
to  take  shelter  in  Marsalla,  where  the  population  is  upwards 
of  two  thousand.  I  was  received  under  the  roof  of  a 
ccvuntryman,  Mr.  Woodhouse^  a  wine-merchanl^  to  whom 
theTrapanians,as  well  as  all  travellers,  axe  under  obligations 
for  his  libemUty;  I  remained  a  fortnight  here  from  the 
increased  violence  of  the  storm.  This  gentleman  has  an 
establishment  hcpre  on  a  scale  of  magnitude,  and  has  ac- 
quired a  lai^  fortune  by  making  wine,  which  was  de- 
oiominated  firom  its  superior  quality  by  the  hero  Nelson, 
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fitonti Madeiiii;  l%estx>reB are  Innoease,  ^tmrlonen  ^tre' hum 
merous;  and  it  was  amusing  to  be  told,  among  tb^  o^Ad^ 
plans  Mr.  "W.  adopted  to  keep  liis  men  in  prop^  order^ 
dnt  when  he  discovered  any  in  a'stiftte  of  inliatiealtMy'htf 
tcMpeUed'them  either  tkn  qdit^his  service^  or  drink  a  quAtt 
of  salt  water5  the  latter  of  which  was  alwayi  prefisited. 
Marsallar  wids  at  one  period  a  krong  fi»rti?!|fes,  ahd  -bad-'a 
most  exceHient  haiiiour,  which  was  fitted^ttp'bjrthe'AiH^ 
triflDBsT  with  stones,  to  pf^vent  the  vesifiek  &f 'Mahotoedaos 
having  recomse  jIo  it  asaplaee  of  shelter*  Some- bf  these 
hEftdbeen  tinken  up  by  this  gentleman  for  Ae  piilp^te  of 
ferming  a  kind  of  quay  opposite  to'9iii9  puUio  wdlrks. 
Diere  is  a  motiastery,  and  subteriTimeftn  ptttee  in  d>^  church 
attached  to  it ;  an  apartment  for  die  reception  of  ^ked 
boidie^  after  the  sadie  mode  bbserved  at  Paier^o;  and'  in 
eondttoting  me^ver  it,  oae  of  dse  priests  ponsMcnit'thBt'Ctf 
bis  lather,  and  with  great  eooliiEss  dapped 'the  caput  mon- 
41mm,  and  ^cpatiated  on  bis:  vhtset* 
, .  I  embdrked  here  after  being  tantalked  by  advertie  'Winds; 
flsid  arrived  at  Malta,  having  beto  detiJiied  ^one^  mobdi 
fiKMBi;  leaving  Palermo^  althoi^h  a  voyage  is -^in  ^general 
aeoompliadiiedin  the  course  of  two*  dr  threes  days;    * 

After  remaining  a  short  time,  and  receiving  mucU'idnd*^ 
ness  from  Mr.  Rodwell  Wri^t,  first  judgdin' the  I^S^d, 
I  embarked,^  and  sailed  down  to  OiUaltEir.  <  Ivexpevienood 
also  distinguished  politeness  from  ^  GeBeral  'Bon*  J^^ 
eesama^dla'Sy  <  perhaps,  are  more  pc^abirf  thslii  theigUsfra^ 
.who  is  deiiominaljed  the  Fcfdier  of .  the  >Fbafri[e^  ^ad  ix> 
mbfum  the  higheat  obligatioBs  are^  AiCy  fioin  ■thet^BtCiftimifr' 
liairy  exertbnis  he'has  made  in  the  fortr^  md4ii^  'fiilMiitt 
comfort  and  health  of  the  inhabi^lIlts^Ms  Mli^i^'  «^ 
to  die  representstions  of,  and  aoc^is  given  to  4lie-ns«t(lMt 
inhabitant.  '  »    i;.:4iji:i 

The  rock  is  irregtdar  in  pbint'of  folto,  .^df^almofiitpiar^ 
pendi<^ular ;  the  head  points  to  theeas^  ^ttid  It  is^anfiijgg^ 
to  the  continent,  or  Spain,  by  a  nei6k  %f -low-Hiid.  Tte 
Moors,  perceiving  the  strength  ai!)^!  lolpdFtiKnoe  «if<tfi6 
place,  erected,  in  7)4,  fortifiuati^ms,  so  iis  to  ft^eiMir 
it  impregnable,  and  called  -  it 'Gihel-Tariff,  which  after- 


wiudsr.ncdbri^lh&prftsmtiniini^  bd^g  captoi^dby  die 
HpnirHnirifc  The  t6im  is  most  rtxsuixiiiciily  situated  at 
the  bottom  ofthe-^Mttemrookyi^^biciiis  I4W  feetkilieigbt^ 
mi  isQN»  itibn^y  fertifidd  &s  to  bid  ppoud'^dfistnoe  to  the 
eembia^^powers  of 'the  trhole.  ^wiorld*  The  esbcsvatkmsf 
or  spasiDOB  galleries,  were  formed  out' of  die '  ronAi  by  thd 
Uasting .  of  ganpowder,  tonvid^  that  pert  of  it  to^the  nordii 
It  ^may  be.  calculated  at  l^CH)  feet  above  die  sands,  and  in 
eaefa  exMvatiOii  is  -artillery^  phMeA,  poihdng  to  die  sea^ 
which  has  a  terrible  Aspect :  the  whole  tfBopds  a-  wonder*^ 
ftil  speeiinen  c£  haman  ingenuity  and  kbour.  To  the 
south*  the  *6ck  rnds-in  a  plai^,  t^led  Eifefepa  Pdmt  Ohe 
parted  tihe  .t6p  of  this  prodl^iend  ro^k,  th^^l4ew  fhnn 
wfaiohis  ^ery  graftd^  hds.  tee<sived'the  name  of  Apeshillk 
from  'the  number  of  apes  on  Itj  which  ar6  pardculilHy 
to-  be  seen  duri))g  tbe-p^ibil  the  wind  blows  in  an  east- 
^Iy<dipeotio6.  ^A  considerable  degree  ef  danger  is  then 
to  be  f^r^hended  by  persons  walking  u^d^r  it,  from 
those  '  animals  thi^owidg '  down  large  stones;  ITiere  is 
jgume  on  ihS^  roek,  but  no  sporiSng  i^  permitted,  aa 
the  i  r^it  of  ihuskeMiy  in  suth  a  jdiE^  is  cdculated'to 
dt^^te  alarm.  The  piincipffl  iti'e^t  is  dibte  mile  in' length; 
Pfenittas  t)f  all' tiadori^  "f^sdrf  hefre,  whose ^afflfereiitfcos- 
ttunes  are'amusing.  *  The  vFewB'/are  ihosst  numerous,  thfey 
bate  a'syniigogn^  ^attd-efajoy^  a  privilege  iWiich  they 
ptise  very* highly;  thattrf'  burying  their  dedd  in  grotirid 
within,  whereas 'the  field  set  apart  for  Protestants  and 
Catliolks  iff  wldibut^the  dty  towards  the 'fines.  The^ 
weife:  .fornterly  htfified  protiriscuously,  but  divisions  haV6 
lately  b^n  mudein  die  field  to  distingtdsh  each.  Notwith* 
isits^ilSBg  that  a  mine  of  money  bais  bten  expended  on  this 
iebmmahding  mid  most  im^xinant  sittt^don,  yet  fu^^r  im- 
proVenientsare  aliirays  going  Vwii  It  is  to  be  regrettcid  that 
to  mai^'Hohses  sSiould  be'  allcfwed  to  be  kept  open  on  Sun- 
day Tor  the-kaie  of  Uqtior^  where  wine  in^  such  abundance 
is  offered  for  sale,  which  must  necessarily  give  iise  to  intdx- 
icadcHi,  and  a  trmn  of  concomitant  evils.  Drunkenness  was 
indeed  so  prevalent  here  during  the  period'Eord  Tyrawley 
Was^ovemorydiathe  invoitedapardculiarniiu^bihe  topunii^ 
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the  dronkani.  On  bong  inckwed  in  it^'  the  madine 
turned  with  such  velocity  of  motkm  as  to  occasion  an  oper- 
ation which  soon  restored  him  to  sobriety* 

The  residence  of  the  governor  is  called  the  conveoly 
from  the  edifice  having  been  occufned  at  one  time  by  a  re- 
ligious order,  is  spacious ;  contiguous  to  whidi  is  an  Eng> 
lish  church,  and  of  which  die  walls  are  adorned  with  mo- 
numents to  the  memory  of  many  o£  the  British  who  fidi 
in  the  service  of  their  country*  The  governor  lias  .also  a 
country  houses  a  few  miles  distant,  most  romantically 
situated,  and  overhung  by  the  rock.  There  is  a  dissaving 
meetings  a  theatre,  and  a  public  school,  in  which  instruc- 
tion is  given  to  poor  children  on  the  British  qrstem,  in 
which  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  governor,  took  a  marked 
interest.  There  is,  perhaps, ,  the  best  mercantile  and  mili- 
tary  library  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  exertions  which  have  been  made  in  the  public  build- 
ings, the  formation  of  streets  and  lanes,  cut  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  and  bringing  many  parts  of  it  into  a  state  of 
cultivation ;  also  the  laying  out  public  walks  and  gardens  is 
remarkable,  and  reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  spirit 
and  inde&tigable  exertions  of  General  Don;  in  shor^ 
every  reasonable  comfort  is  to  be  obtained  in  Gibraltar, 
as  the  climate  is  healthy,  although  the  heat  is  insuf- 
ferable during  the  summer  months,  from  the  powerful 
reflection  of  the  sun  on  the  rock,  which  often  affects  the 
eyesight.  Among  the  mercantile  inhabitants,  those  of  the 
Scottish  appear  to  exceed  in  number  those  of  the  English  na- 
tion. Beyond  the  lines  which  divide  the  English  and  Spanish 
ground,  are  to  be  seen  the  wrecks  of  several  works  or  for- 
tifications, thrown  up  on  the  beach  in  the  plain  under 
St.  Roch  by  the  besiegers,  in  1782,  during  the  attack  of 
this  place,  when  the  British  power  was  so  eminendy  tri- 
umphant. There  is  an  elevation,  called  the  C!hair  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  from  the  circumstance  of  her  selecting 
this  spot  on  that  memorable  occasion.  It  is  only  ne- 
cessary further  to  observe  that  there  is  here,  perhaps  the 
finest  bay  in  the  world,  from  which  is  a  distinct  view  of 
the  town  of  Algeziras,  on  the  opposite  or  western  sid^ 
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and  from  the  ocmstaat  arrival  and  departure  of  vessels, 
there  is  always  a  chearfui  activity  and  bustle  kept  i^  at 
Gibraltar,  which,  widi  its  impregnable  fortress,  may,  in 
short,  be  oonndered  as  a  place  of  the  highest  importance 
to  Britain,  in  a  political  and  commercial  point  of  view. 
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CHAP.  XLIII. 

DBFARTURB  FROM  GIBRALTIR.  —  ST.  ROQUB.  —  WRStCHEO  IKK. 

—  MALAGA.  —  HANOVBRIAN  OOKSUL.  —  DRSCRIPSIOlf  OV 
TOWN. -«  CATHEDRAL. —RXLIGIOUS  OB8BEVAN0SS  AT  SUX- 
SSTTING. — DBFARTURB  —  INN*  —  FAVOURITE  SPANISH  UI^.' 

—  IGNORANCE  OF  LANDLORD.  —  OSSUNA.  -^  MONKft.  — 
LADIES    SMOKING.  —  DEPARTURE.  —  MILITARY    ESCORT.  — 

SEVILLE.  —  DESCRIPTION SPANISH     COMPLIMENT'     TO    A 

STRANGER.  —  EMBARKATION  ON  THE  GUADELaUlVER  •—  CA- 
DIZ.—  RETURN  TO  SEVILLE. — FINAL  DFPARTURE. -r- JOUR- 
NET  TO  THE  CAPITAL.  —  CARRIAGE.  —  ARANJUEZ.  —  EF- 
FECTS OF  WAR.— MADRID, — CONVERSATION  WITH  ROYAL 
FAMILY.  —  E8CURIEL.  —  DESCRIPTION.  —  ROYAL  TOMBS.  — - 
SABBATH. «-  BULL  AND  COCK  FIGHTS.  — CRUELTY  TO  ANI- 
MALS. —  RFFLECTIONS.  —  RELIGIOUS  PROCESSIONS.  —  SYS- 
TEM OF  EDUCATION.  —  PRADO.  —  LADIES'  DRBSSES.  — INOUI* 
SITIQN. —  ORDERS  OF  SPAIN.-—  GIPSIES. —  DWARFS.  —  DE- 
PARTURE. —  VITTORIA.  ^  BAYONNE,  —  PARIS. 

I  NOW  directed  my  steps  towards  Spain»  which  at  this 
period  had  been  thrown  into  great  agitation  by  the  opi- 
nions of  the  army  having  been  divided  on  politiod  matters. 
One  branch  of  it  had  been  styled  the  troops  of  the  king, 
and  the  other  those  of  the  constitution. 

I  first  crossed  the  lines,  and  proceeded  to  St.  Roqae, 
which  owes  its  name  to  a  religious  reduse,  who  took  up 
his  abode  there.  It  is  a  small  village,  where  thegoveriMMr 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  take  up  a  re- 
sidence during  the  summer  months.*  I  afterwards  went 
along  shore  in  the  direction  of  Malaga.  In  the  coarse  ol 
the  journey,  I  was  repeatedly  stopped  by  o£Boers  of  the 
king's  army,  who  examined  all  travelers,  and  put  up  in  a 
village  for  the  night  at  what  is  called  a  passado^  cm*  ale- 
house, of  the  very  worst  description,  where,  amcmg  odiar 
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diiheS)  a  nationil  oise,  called  Puchiaro,  was  put  on  the 
taUe,  which'  appeared  to  be  a  sort  'of  stew  of  £Qeat«  I 
ims^  aecomtmklated  with  a  bed  thinly  ^eovered  and  hard, 
wUch.  lay  on;  the  floor  of  brick»  ao<i  a  jug  of  water  waa 
fiaic^  at  diefiide  of  it,,  mnilar  to  what  is  observed  in  thet 
oeUsc^bf  feloBSh.  -         . 

'.  Next  morning  I  set  but,,  and.  anivwl-  in  the  evening. ati 
MUaga^  tidiich:  iaaytbe  caLoulai^dd,  at  fltb«ut  lOO  oules  from 
the  rods  of<  GKbraltah  and  W!8s  reeetved.  at  the  houfie  of 
Mr.  KSpatrkkj  Consul  .for  HanoYer,  the.  friend  ^f  all 
tna^eUati.  r  TMs  plkds^  Which'  wsb  founded  by  the  Mobrsy 
and  oaptUcad  by  the<  Spahiardis  in  the  year  1487,  is  situi 
dtodt  dose  tb  the  sea^  at  the  foot,  of  a  chain  of  hiUa ;  there 
ii^  a'  Moorish  castle  on.  an^  elevation  ooiitiguoua  to  it,  with 
ah'  extensive  and:  commodious  hay*  At  the  time  of  my 
visit  aU  lke  iidialntanta  weiie  in.a.'state  of  alam,  fham:  oi]> 
eiUhstances  of  a  pdlitical  naiuseL  <  >Qn^  incident}"  stmdc 
lianas' i^fniBvkabJis^  eq  ^ilfenng!  the.  tcvwn^  at  tha  ptlBO^al 
walk  or  promen9de,:ju8t  asthe  smi.waa.^oi^g,down«ii'£yery 
pQOsn^whb'had  a  few  minutes  prsvioudy  miaiked  the:pro- 
gr^s  of  'tike  isfan,  whether  fhey  were  pedestrians^  on  hoxse^ 
bad^  or  in  carriages,  stood  still,  in  a  momefnt,.  on  this  gkn 
ifious  himin^cy  disappearing,  a&  iff  by  an  immediate  impulsCf 
orwordofta^mmojidy  when  they. reasoned uncoY^rad,  the 
jBmiates  veiSng  tfads^  fitees.  witk  &ns,  and  aidarotionai  soli^ 
loquy'^ms^  repeated^igr  each)  expeife8ive:o£  gratitude  fiur  the 
mereieB  ezperieDoed  &om<tluaGod  of  haweprjdiirlng  Ihe  dagrv 
If^thi^' sentiments  ofiitbehaart  eovnspondsd  widi  acts-  dF  aa 
extemalnature,iti  wiouM  leadito^e  coiuikfikmlhat  they  were 
a  people  h%hfy  impsessed  wkh'dieimportaiicaof  rdig^iMi. » 
Th0  chief  edifice  liere^.  as. 'an>ol9ect(  of  inteiiest^^  is  the 
cadbdnd,  btdte^in  the  y^r^  lB$d^  This  is^  1S5.  feefc  ii> 
Hi^ht,  and  the  same)  cactent:in  franty  iHiwinnaled.with  IM 
nwddws,.  Mid  anacbted  to  it  is  the  pdaoe  of  a  bishof^  la 
tke  plague  which  raged  here  in  16B7>  20^000  of  the  im^ 
babitantsm^  a  sacviiioe.  Tlirliilk  asoimdare'beaatifiiUjr 
adorned  with  ^nnesy  which  give  a  peculiar  chamotev  to  the 
wine  made  ther^,  which  is  called  in  England  ^  Mountain." 
There  is  a'  bread  public  walk,  having  trees  planted  cm  each 
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side,  and  omameDted  with  foimtaiiiB,  denominated  the 
Alemada^  which  is  diiefly  frequeoted  daring  the  evening. 

On  leaving  Malaga  I  proceeded  through  the  moua^ 
tains,  in  the  directkm  of  Ossnna,  taking  with*  me  two 
anned  guides,  and  at  one  miserable  passado  found  an 
aooommodation  as  to  bed  the  same  as  formerly,  in  an 
^MUtment  with  windows  of  iron  bars,  similar  to  a  pri- 
son. Had  a  Briton  looked  into  it  fiom  the  outside  and 
found  an  inmate^  he  would  naturally  form  the  opinion  that 
he  was  a  felon.  Such  was  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  land- 
lord that  it  was  the  first  time^  he  had  heard  of  a  te^xit  to, 
infose  the  article  of  tea.  He  first  put  hot  water  into  a 
small  earthen  jugf  and  afterwards  the  tea,  which  he  stirred 
round,  supposmg  this  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  make 
the  beverage  palatable.  I  perceived  one  dish  here  whidi 
die  Spaniards  considered  as  a  luxury ;  this  was  flour,  cut 
meat,  onions,  and  oil,  mixed  up  into  the  form  or  consist- 
ence of  a  pancake,  wfaidi  travellers  put  in  their  podkets, 
eut  into  slices,  and  eat  during  their  joumqr. 

I  arrived  at  Ossuna,  and  found  part  of  the  king's  army 
in  expeotatbn  of  being  attacked  by  a  party  of  die  consti- 
tntkmalbts  or  IMierals,  as  they  were  sometimes  called,  under 
the  command  of  gmieral  Blego.  I  remained  here  two 
days,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the  visits  or  rather  in- 
trusions  of  monks,  finom  various  quarters,  who^  having 
learned  that  I  had  been  travdiing  through  the  Holy  Land, 
annoyed  .me  for  presents  of  beads  and  crosses,  the  maniH 
focture  of  Jerusalem  *,  and  a  counterpart  of  the  shape  of 
die  foot,  represented  to  be  diat  of  Christ  f,  I  fonnerly 
alluded  to,  as  impressed  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  at  the 
period  of  his  ascension  to  heaven.  The  last  appeared  to 
them  in  a  more  especial  manner  an  object  <^  peculiar 
adoration.  Having  been  introduced  to  the  governor,  and 
invited  to  a  party  at  his  house,  it  was  the  first  time  I  had 
occasion  to  observe  ladies  widi  sugars  in  their  mouths, 
which  were  formed  of  tobacco  rolled  up  in  straw,  about 
the  length  and  thickness  of  a  quilL    They  were  seated  ia 
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front  of  a  large  pan,  or  brazier  of  fire,  in  the  center  of  the 
room,  with  their  feet  placed  on  the  edges,  leaning*  on  the 
hackst  of  chairs,  and  enjbying  the  benefit  of  smoking.  Pro- 
ceeding on  die  jourhey,  Sir  Charles  Downie,  colonel  in  the 
Spanish  service,  politely  gave  me  an  escort  of  his  r^ment  of 
dragoons  across  the  country,  for  further  personal  protection. 

On  arriving  at  Seville  I  landed  at  a  miserable  inn,  and 
was  accommodated  with  an  apartment  where  there  was 
one  miserable  chair  and  table ;  a  bed  without  curtains,  the 
floor  of  brick,  the  window  contained  four  'panes  of  glass  ;* 
there  was  no  fire-place,  and  hot  charcoal  was  brought  in 
a  pan,  and  laid  in  the  centre  of  the  room.  I  was 
entertained  here  by  Sir  John  Downie,  keeper  of  the 
lying's  palace ;  applications  were  made  by  the  monks  of 
the  convents  for  relics  from  Jerusalem.  In  short  I  was 
disposed  to  think,  fix)m  the  credidity  and  superstitious 
conduct  of  these  individuals,  they  entertained  an  idea  that 
virtue  attached  to  any  person  who  had  visited  the  holy  city,' 
since  some  of  them  appeared  gratified  in  putting  their 
hands  on  many  parts  of  my  dress. 

The  city  cff  Seville  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  a  level 
plain,  which  is  divided  into  two  equal  parts  by  the  river 
Gtiadalquiver.  The  cathedral  is  magnificent,  and  in  the 
Gothic  s^le  of  architecture,  with  a  tower  attached  four 
hundred  feet  in  height,  and  surmounted  by  an  object  em- 
blematic of  fiuth.  A  charming  view  from  the  top  of  it  is 
opened  of  die  place,  surrounding  country,  and  river. 
The  first  dock  made  in  Spain  in  the  year  1400,  was  for- 
maily  erected  here  in  presence  of  the  king,  a  period  I 'ap- 
prehend prior  to  the  introduction  of  these  articles  into 
Britain.  The  palace,  formeriy  the  residence  of  die 
Moorish  kings,  is  in  the  form  of  a  quadrangle,  and  anti- 
quated, with  •gardens  at  the  back  of  it  inclosed  with  walls, 
ornamented  with  artificial  water,  and  abounding  in  fruit, 
especially  oranges,  which  are  of  the  finest  flavour.  A  mint  is 
established  here,  but  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seang  the 
operation  of  coining,  as  those  employed  had  struck  work, 
and  the  money  was  packing  up  to  convey  to  Cadiz,  under 
an  idea  it  mig^  hll  into  the  hands  of  the  Constitutional 
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iinny,  which^  it  was  reported,  was  a|)pfaadiuig'tiie  ptep5,«C 
Seville.  Here  is  a  numufactory  of  tolaaoco^  and  ngp^l  ex* 
tensive  works  for  the  preparadon  of  leather.  Thtare  is  a 
public  walk  along  die  banks  of  th^  river  XJuadalquiv^, 
muck  resorted  to  during  the  evenuig.  The  straets  are  ner^ 
row,  and  crooked;  the  houses  are  lofyy^  and  a  gloom  hai^ 
over. the  .place  in  general  .  The  populatiaa  is  about  cHae 
hundred  thousand.  I  was  peculiarly  struck  with,  the  mods 
of  salutation,  on  being  introdiioe4  to  persons  q(  pcopea^. 
This  appeared  to  be  surreodeired  to  me  in  so.)ib^ral:f^ 
manner,  at  least  as  fiur  as>  could  be:  conveyed. t^ui  vi0^,'.tb«l 
Englishmen  on  iiearing  it,  wopld  be  led.  to  suHposemy 
fiches  might  surpass  tbqse  of  Croegu^  hims^l^.and,  I  should 
have  been  distingtiished  for  tajent  For  instayire^  I  wBf 
often  accosted  in  this  maniier,.  '^  S|ir,  my  house,,  my  ab^ 
lities,  and  all  my  proper^  i^:e  at  your  disposaL"  £8>> 
pressioas,  however^  in  such  terms  are  only  to  b^  ocnaisidBrsd 
equivalent  to  soipe,  of  those  used  in  cm  owo  eeuatiyi 
whai,  at  the  conclusion,  of  a  letter,  there  ley  added,  '^  I  am|» 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant,"  wh^  it  often  occurs^  that 
Ro  such  humility  orn^qnial  office  .enters,  seripualy  into  .the 
mind  of  the  person  who  writes  tbenu  The  public,  walk  ifi 
iSeville  is  on  the  baoksrof  dbe  rivei;,,  adorned o&eii^sid^ 
with  trees,,  to  whicb  pedes^l^KJians  |?epai^ .  in  th§  eveniiig^  The 
river,,  during  some  seasons^  rises  several  f^^  as  appei|ts  l^ 
the  inspr^tions  cut.^iifi  th^  wwUs,,  in.  oonseqiomiQe  €«f  which  it 
commits,  ravages  by  sweeping . away  cottiigeis  w^  flo^ 
n^ar  its  banks* 

After  seeing  every  thiiiig  of  interest,  I  left.  Sevilk  si  a 
steam  boat,  which  had  lately  been  est^bli^tied.  biitw^en  tbil 
place  and  .within  a  ^w  miles^  of  Cadiz.;  Qn  laqdha^^ 
procfeeded  in  a  caleche  tgi  Port  St  Mary,  wli^^,:>Ii,.4B^ 
barked. witk  a  x^^er^of  pa^^ong^i^  (9^  0iqs«/t))|i^  hsjT 
for  that  city.  On  passing  ooe  p«)it.  w^oh  isi^^^c^QftidiMwi 
dangerous,  fro^i  the  bp^eakers  or  s^gp  tl)at.$vii$^j.pnqr« 
era  .were  formally  ofifered.  up  by  the  Spat^^%  .who  inr 
voked  the  interoesaipn.  of  the  Virgin  ai^t;tlMe9'^  ^sif^,  49 
this  occasion,  the  boatovsp  respLvi|ig  thjit.  the  ^HP^^i*^^ 
should  not  be  lost  in  avaUi|ig,tbf$nii;ely)ij^  pf  .dfuMi%af  taKr 
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'ttlm^  m$4eA  tormek  colk^tion  from  >eac)i  passenger,  and 
as;rfipv^6ated,  for  ^e  .benefit  of  the  churcb.  We  arrived 
in  safe^  at  Cadiz. 

It  jtva^Jnppossible  to  express  the  consternatioc^r^nd  the 
gtri^  I,e;xp4^ienced  ^t  hearing  here  of  the.  demise  of  mjr 
frjb^nd  th0  Duke  of  Kent;  on  such  an  .event  I  may  be 
.permi|;te4  to  offer  a  few  words.  Although  the  tishes  of  his 
Jb^yal  Highness  now  repose  with  his  illustrious  fore&l^rs 
ill  the  .tpmby  and  his. eloquent,  tongue  is  for  ever  silenced, 
yiet  tJo^e  iiame  of  Royal  Edfward  will  be  kept  alive,  not 
only  jSrom  the  indefatigable  exertions  made  by  him  in  the 
gffjSt  <^use  of  suffering  humanity,  but  for  the  interests  of 
the  rising ,  generation  in  that  of  universal  education,  in 
leadii^  chiJldren  tQ  the  great  teacher,  and  the  immutably 
rock  of  truth  the  word  of  God,  in  order  to  train  them  up  in 
tb§.  way  4i^y  should  gp.  Children  yet  imbom  will  lisp  his 
praise^,  and  deq)  regret  will  be  expressed  by  those  bene* 
Vfdept  insdUitions  in  the  i^tropolis  of  Great  Britam  which 
he  sp^8trongly  supported;*  the  widows  and  orphans  whose 
hearts  li^e  made  to  sing  for*joy,  will  bless  the  memory 
of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  say  to  others,'  '^  Go  tnou  and 
do  likewise.''  ,        .  . 

I  remained:in  Cadiz  a  few  days,  where  I  s^w  every  thing 
.worthy  of  notice.  The  peculation  is  80^000^.. the  houses 
are  lofty,  close  built,  and  flat  on  the  roof, .  The  streets  are 
jiarrow.  There  is  a  promenade  commanding  a  prospect 
of:  the  bay  on  the  west  and  to  the  east.  Since  I  fear  I 
hove  trespassed  so  long  on  the  patience  of  the  reader,  I 
shall  not  enter  into  a  descripti<»i  of  the  city,  but  lead  him 
eigpeditiously  to  the  Spanish  capital. 

With  this  view  I  returned  to  Seville,  from  whence  I  took 
my  departure.  I  passed  through  the  revolutionary  army, 
atid  fortunately  met  with  no  interruption.  I  arrived  at 
ArapjUez,  situated  on  the  Tagus,  in  a  fertile  country, 
adorned  with  gardens,  fountains,  and  shady  walks.  There 
is  a  royal  palace  also  here,  which  is  in  a  most  dilapidated 
state  firom  the  conduct  of  the  French ;  it  extended  to  the 
aiophitbeatre  for  bull  fi^ts,  which  was  capable  of  contain- 
ing 10,000  spectators.     All  along  the  side  of  the  road, 
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froin  Qssuna  to  Maclrid,  it  was  melonelioly  to  pecceiye 
almost  every  habitation  in  a  state  of  deni<diti<m  from  the 
operations  of  war. 

On  this  journey  I  travelled  in  a  diligence  drawn  by  m 
mules,   at  a  slow  funeral  pace.      These  are  said  to  be 
preferred  under  an  idea  that  they  are  more  hardy  and 
able  to  resist  the  heats  of  summer,  and  storms  in  winter. 
They  were  attached  by  ropes,  and  their  necks  loaded  with 
noisy  bells,  which  is  said  to  be  for  cheering  them.    The 
wheels  of  this  vdbide  created  a  grating  and  most  offisnsive 
noise.     The  driver  wore  a  shallow  round  hat,  edged  with 
velvet,  and  on  each  side  a  ribband  was  tied  under  his  diiti, 
a  thick  coarse  brown  jacket,  most  ludicrously  (ornamented 
on  the  back  with  the  representation  of  a  large  pot  of 
flowers,  brown  waistcoat,  and  short  breedies,  with  strong 
leathern  gaiters  as  high  as  the  knee,  and  rows  of  small 
white  buttons  from  thence  to  the  ancle^  like  a  string  of  nails. 
His  shirt-coUar  was  loose,  and  a  coarse  handkerchief 
twisted  or  folded  like  a  rope,  thrown  round  the  neck,  and 
secured  with  a  particular  knot,  and  a  red  worsted  sash, 
like  that  of  a  seijeant  on-  parad^  was  folded,  romid  the 
waist.  This  man  sat  in  front  of  the  machine,  under  a  c$r 
briolet  with  a  long  whip,  which  is  rarely  implied  to  the 
animals,  and  accompanied  by  a  lad  who  was  at  hm  com- 
mand to  leap  from  it  as  occasion  required,  to  regulate  Ae 
harness,  and  have  an  eye  to  the  mules  should  they  prove 
refractory.     The  baggage  was  secured  on  a  platform  at  tke 
back.     This  leads  me  to  observe,  that  it  was  ranarkable 
to  perceive  the  docility  of  these  animals,  which  the  post^ 
lion  rarely  touches  with  the  whip.     To  each  he  givelba 
particular  name,  and  in  proportion  as  he  raises  his- voice  in 
calling  the  animal  which  is  slow  in  movii^  c>l<»§^    the 
pace  of  it  is  quickened,   at  the  same  time  the  mules  he 
does  not  name,  proceed  at  their  own  nkotion.    I  obsured 
on  some  occasions^  when -the  driver  was  half  asleqp,  that 
he,  by  a  sort  of  instinct,  named  the  mules  to  f<>rwani  thiotr 
pace.    This  journey  was  very  tedious,  and  did  aot-esimd 
thirty  miles  a  day.     An  officer  of  the  Spanish  army  yms 
'one  of  the  passengers,  who  appeared  in  a  state  of  ecstacy 
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at  the  revolution  which  had  occurred.  He  smoked  most 
profusely  segars,  which  he  formed  at  the  moment,  ingeni- 
ously wrapt  up  in  a  piece  of  paper,  six  inches  in  length 
by  diree  in  breadth. 

I  arriyed  at  Madrid,  which  is  situated  in  the  centre  of 
Spain,  the  approach  to  which  is  beautiibl  from  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  palace,  but  the  country  round  presents  a 
barren  and  uncultivated  appearance.  It  is  remarkable  to 
perceive  the  little  taste  which  the  Spaniards  have  in  this 
quarter  for  the  planting  of  trees,  as  to  which,  fsom  the 
dreary  picture  in  the  neighbourhood,  a  traveller  would  be 
led  to  suppose  some  prejudice  existed.  At  this  time  it  was 
difficult  to  move  the  carriage  along  the  streets,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  blocked  up  from  crowds  assembled  in 
consequence  of  the  demonstrations  of  joy  exhibited  on 
account  of  (he  new  constitution  being  proclaimed,  when  the 
'houses  were  illuminated  and  the  balconies  decorated  with 
carpets  and  curtains.  The  palace  here  is  magnificent  ex- 
ternally, and  sumptuously  furnished  within.  It  is  situated 
on  an  elevation  with  a  square  in  front,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  entirely  completed.  One  point  of  it  looks 
towards  the  country,  commandihg  a  most  magnificent  view 
of  a  chain  of  mountains  at  a  great  distance.  The  eye  is^ 
however,  hurt  at  perceiving  the  operatioDs  of  washing  and 
drying  clothes  at  one  part  of  it,  as  the  stream  pacing  along 
which  is  resorted  to  by  all  the  inhabitants.  The  apartment 
in  the  palace  where  the  court  is  held  is  truly  superb.  Of 
Sir  Henry  Wdlesley,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  suffidentiy 
high,  not  only  on  account  of  his  many  virtues,  but  the  dis- 
tingttished  urbanity  and  hospitality  he  so  generously  shews 
to  travellers.  Sir  Henry  introduced  me  to  the  royal  &mily» 
when  the  king,  who,  I  formerly  bad  occasion  to  notice^ 
had  liberally  extended  his  contributions  to  the  convents 
in  the  Holy  Land,  entered  into  conversation  respecting  the 
country,  and  several  particulars  as  to  the  joumqr,  when  I 
recollected  the  words  of  the  prophet,  <<  I  will  speak  of  thy 
testimony  b^re  kings.'*  His  majesty  appears  to  be  about 
Ibrty  years  of  age,  is  low  in  stature,  stout  made,  but  parw 
ticularly  in  the  limbs,  dark  complexion*  and  broad  bc% 
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and  appears  to  be  In  no  d^ee  disthguidied  ekhef  for 
spirit  or  intelligence,  nor  does  he  Exhibit  an  elevation  of 
manner  corresponding  to  his  high  rank»  which  I  often  con- 
trasted with  the  unrivalled  dignity  and  elegance  of  de- 
portment 90  strongly  marked  on  all  occasions  in  the  person 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  Oeorge  the  Fourth.  The  chin 
and  lip  of  Ferdinand  protrude,  the  upper  lip  is  enveloped 
with  mustachios,  and  he  has  on  the  whole  a  very  ordinary 
aspect  The  queen  is  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  i$ 
slender  aud  delicate,  with  a  degree  of  timidity,  having  a 
round  xx)untenance  of  peculiar  gravity,  and  is  extremely 
fiiir.  The  population  of  the  Spanish  capital  may  be  cal- 
culated at  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand. 

I  set  off  to  the  Escurial,  to  which  the  court  Is  sometimes 
removed.  This  is  a  most  enormous  pile  of  building,  and 
of  the  Doric  order,  situated  at  the  bottom  of  a  mountain, 
about  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  capital,  and  may  be 
6aid  to  a,mprehend  many  edifices.  At  approaching  it 
and  viewing  the  mountain  immediately  behind,  we  are 
impressed  with  a  belief  that  the  building  forms  actually 
the  projection  of  an  enonnous  rock.  In  height  it  is 
seventy  feet,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty  in  breadth^ 
with  four  thousand  windows  and  dght  thousand  doors^ 
and  consists  of  a  church,  convent,  and  palace,  with  gardens 
attached,  and  fountains  and  water  works.  It  is  erected  to 
the  memory  of  St.  Lorenzo,  who  having  been  broiled  alive 
upon  a  gridiron,  the  founder  conceived  the  plan  of  forming 
it  in  the  shape  of  tiiat  culinary  article,  the  bars  of  which 
form  courts,  and  the  handle  is  the  royal  apartment.  Over 
the  principal  door  is  placed  an  efBgy  of  the  saint  in  his  habit^ 
having  a  gilded  gridiron  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  book  in 
the  left.  This  peculiar-  instrument  of  torture  is  so  much 
kept  up  or  multiplied,  as  in  &ct  to  be  seen  throv^hov^ 
every  part  of  this  extensive  edifice,  where  it  is  r^re* 
sented  either  in  painting,  wood,  iron,  stucco,  or  other  mar 
terials.  It  leads  me  naturally  to  remark,  that  I  i^refy 
afterwards  saw  a  beef-steak  laid  on  the  taUe  without 
bringing  to  my  recollection  the  horrid  sufferings  of  Lorensso. 
There  are  several  organs  in  this  church,  one  of  them  i$ 
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folver,  and  the  whole  are  set  in  motion  at  the  same  time 
daring  particular  festivals.  Some  of  the  finest  paintings 
were  brought  to  Paris  firom  this  place  during  the  general 
robbery  or  spoliation  by  Buonaparte,  but  have  lately  been 
restored  to  their  former  situation.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe  at  diis  moment  the  whole  of  such  an  extensive 
mass  of  building,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  there  is 
underneath  the  church  the  superb  royal  vault  which  is 
shewn  to  strangers.  This  is  in  the  form  of  a  rotutido, 
with  a  number  of  coffins  placed  in  niches  with  great  regu- 
larity, some  of  which  contain  the  bones  of  departed  royalty,' 
BXid  others  are  empty,  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
existing  family.  It  is  singular,  that  the  bodies  after  dis- 
solution are  not  inclosed  in  coffins  till  they  are  reduced 
to  mere  skeletons  by  a  particular  operation.  With  this  view 
the  bodies  are  laid  under  a  place  where  water  drips  on 
them,  and  thus  decays  the  fleshy  parts,  which  occupies 
upwards  of  twelve  months  to  accomplish,  a  process  that 
had  been  proceeding  with  the  remains  of  the  late  king  and 
queen,  but  I  could  not  possibly  obtain  admission  to  die 
spot  where  it  was  going  on. 

On  the  Sabbath  the  shops  are  shut  at  Madrid,  and  an 
embargo  is  placed  in  general  on  professional  labour,  which 
is  certainly  different. to  that  observed  at  Paris;  though 
the  same  form  of  religion  is  practised,  yet  there  appears  a 
very  glaring  inconsistency  in  this  apparent  sanctification  of 
the  seventh  day,  in  so  far  as  the  theatres  are  thrown  open, 
newspapers  published,  and  other  amusements  take  place. 

It  is  lamentable  to  think  that  the  barbarous  and  most 
reprehensible  system  of  amusement,  as  it  is  falsely  called, 
bull-baiting,  forms  one  of  the  principal  entertainments  to  a 
Spaniard,  not  only  in  this  capital,  containing  a  population 
of  about  300,000,  but  throughout  the  kingdom.  This  chiefly 
takes  place  during  the  summer  months,  as  the  spectators 
can  allow  themselves  to  be  exposed  to  the  open  air,  and 
when  the  bull,  it  is  supposed,  can  command  a  greater  degree 
of  strength  than  at  any  other  season.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  established  so  far  back  as  the  twelfUi  century,  and 
pardctdarly  occurs  on  the  Lord's  day.    This  savage  sport, 
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which  in  my  apprehenskm  would  be  be  more  honoured  in 
the  breach  than  the  observance,  takes  place  near  the  capital 
m  a  large  building,  called  Plaza  de  Toros^  in  the  form  oi 
a  circus,  having  four  gates  at  east,  west,  north,  and  south, 
for  the  entry  of  the  directors,  the  bulls,  and  horses,  and 
removing  the  mangled  animals*  It  is  open  at  the  top^ 
is  capable  of  containing  nearly  20,000  spectators^  and  suiv 
rounded  with  raised  seats  in  rows,  like  a  gallery,  which 
are  always  crowded  with  both  sexes ;  and  a  box  is  fitted 
up  for  the  royal  fiunily  as  spectators.  In  this  shockii^ 
exhibition  every  species  of  torture  by  means  of  fire* 
works,  and  iron  spikes,  that  the  most  vindictive  itD** 
gination  can  suggest  is  employed,  in  order  to  inflame  the 
passions,  harass,  and  irritate  these  enimals,  and  the  most 
bloody  scenes  ensue.  This  is  indeed  a  spedes  of  enteii- 
tainment  of  so  darling  a  nature  with  Spaniards,  even  to 
the  very  lowest  dass,  that  they  will  rather  prefier  to  sell  the 
shirt  on  their  backs  to  raise  money  to  (nocure  admtsaion, 
than  be  deprived  of  the  sport  of  it,  which  ''owes  its 
pleasure  to  others  pain.*'  Next  to  this  may  be  classed  the 
scandalous  practice  of  the  fighting  of  cocks;  with  the  view 
of  afibrding  what  is  called  amusement,  I  have  observed 
priests  sitting  in  front  of  the  circle,  formed  for  the  com* 
bat,  smoking  their  segars,  and  enjoying  the  cruelty  exer*- 
cised  towards  this  feathered  tribe,  a  competition  betwe^ 
which  ends  in  the  death  of  one  or  l)oth. 

The  consideration  of  diese  national  qports  leads  me  to 
remark,  that  to  any  man  possessed  of  the  smallest  spark 
of  feeling  or  reflection,  it  must  be  revolting  to  perceive  the 
total  insensibility  manifested  to  the  su£Perings  of  dumb  ani* 
mals.  The  cause^  I  fear,  will  be  found  in  the  depravity 
which  lurks  in  the  human  heart.  The  wanton  suffering 
and  violence  offered  to  the  brute  creation,  which  renders 
such  essential  services,  must  receive  the  condemnation  of 
every  benevolent  mind,  and  show  that  the  exercise  of  it 
exhibits  in  man  a  disposition  as  ungrateful  as  it  is  cowardly 
and  pusillanimous,  which  is  obviously  a  passion  of  the  most 
malignant  nature,  tending  to  extinguish  all  those  fine  feel- 
inj^s  of  mercy  and  compassion  that  ought  ever  to  reign 


predominaBl  in  th^  lituuilla»efist  laMffd^bdpIegs  iaii|iaA]% 
a  Gcmtiiuiaiifie  iof  mhicti  must  inevitably  lead  to  a  train  of 
osbmgfs  and  criinfis.  That  dumb  animals,  insbprt^  should 
be  made  the  victims  of  ^lort  and  savi^e  barbarity,  were 
acts  iqarobated  both  under  the  Mosaic  and  Goi^el  dis-> 
pensation  * ;  and  mantis  taught  by. God  to  show  all  pos-* 
sible .  humanity  aiid  care  to  th^n  who  are  subject  to  his 
controul. 

.  These  are  systems  which  have  existed  for  timeimme- 
mmalf"  and  what  is  so  hi^y  inconsistent,  are  encouraged 
aad  kq>t  alive  in  a  country  where  the  exercise  of  pure  and 
ttndefiled  religion  has  beeaso  much  vaunted'and  extQlled4 
No  man, . however^  whose  mind  has  been,  in  the  slightest 
d^goee  enlightened  by  principles  founded  on  the  gospel^ 
will  ever  attempt  to  indulge  in  such  acts  of  wantonness  and 
brutality ;  on  the  contrary',  beings  to  whom  an  accounta- 
Miity  attaches^  ■  will  consider  it  a  branch  of  duty  imperative 
mi  tfamn, :  to  maintain  1^ose>  prmdples  of  mercy,  which  thqr 
hope ;  will -be^  received  by  themselves  from  the  throne  of 
hea^sen,  and  extend  them  tx>  every  living  creature  upon  earthy 
over  .idiich  they  have  recdved  dominion,  even  to  the 
smallest  insect  that  creepeth  about  their  fiset,  since  '^  in 
esrporal  punisfaEm«it,  it  also  'SuflEoredi  a  pang  as  great,  as 
vriiea  a  giant  dies/'  *  Further,  th^  will  extend  that  merqr 
not  only  fixxm  aomviction  that  it  is  founded  t>n  reason  and 
justice,  but  as  it  forms  a  most  important  part  of  the  com- 
mands of  God  himself,' who  is  the  author  of  mercy,  which 
is  his  chiefest  attribute,  and  extends  over  all  his  works. 
These  are  sentiments  whidi,  I  appreh^d,  canxiotfail  to  en- 
sure every,  person  who  is  in  the  exercise  of  them,  sensations 
of  the  most  pli^asing  and  delightfiil  nature.  On  this  subject 
I  have  only  further  to  observe,  again  referring  to  revek^ 
tion,  that  it  has,  from  the  earliest  period  of  time^  laid  down 
various  rules  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  man  towards  i»- 
offisnsive  animals,  and  show  acts  of  mercy  and  tender  com* 
passion  upon  all  occasions,  when  these  may  require  to  be 

*  Prov.  xi«  9.    Matt.  v.  7.    Psalm  xc.  6. 

£  E   4 


4t4  HAwmu^ 

mSM  kiki  proper  aodon  ha  dieir  fasbalf  ^  evM  dduftq^ 
Ihe  property  <^  Ids  enonics* 

When  in  this  capitel,  I  hod  oocasioii  to  xvilMBs  yAuM 
was  denominAted  a  religious  prooessioi^  akhoogk  I  con!! 
cdived  ilk  toi)e  of  a  iMK)fiuae  Beture,  which  ocou^^ 
tkvAar  festmU  ^hich  was  amniaily  obsenw^  Inthefirali 
place^  at  a  .&ced  hour,  our  Savioitt'  was  exhiUted  by  an  eiBgy 
as  large  as  life,  dressed  up,  and  in  some  particular  act  ret 
httive  to  those  stages  ofMfe  through  which  he  passed,  and 
particularly  in  ike  garden  of  Gethsemane^  which  was  ve* 
presented  by  boughs  of  trees;  here  -a  cttp  was  8ospeiided# 
befinre  which  he  was  re{»esented  in  a  kaeeliBg  postiie*  His 
Mng  bound  lo  a  pillar  and  sooni|[ed,  ihe  bhsod  Spaing  00* 
pioinly  ctown  thel)ack,  andulttmatdy  raqfiendedtm  Aeam^ 
with  noils  through  the  hands  and  feet,  was  afao  ednbttedi 
^Ihe  objeets  representing  these  seroral  situations  were  placed 
«n  larg^  bo^s,  and  carried  en  men's  diotdders,  inlheprar 
sence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  peopieimoo^esed^  iriiaw 
feehngs:  were  raised  to  die  highest  pitckfay^A  pieoeof 
viockeiy.  Tlie  peooessioh  first  mknred  round  the  sqaam  in 
this  finint -of the  palace^  whemall  thexpydianlily  csoik  ftm 
wiATdlD  a  balcony,  and  prodbrated  themselves,  bowing  ta  each 
as  it  passed ;  aftef  which  the  procassion  proceeded  ^al^)^ 
the  streets,  attended  by  music,  and  choridbera'chaunting 
iBdiems,  where  mnhituite  were  assembled,  and  tapestry  aaid 
«Brpete,  hj  way  of  ocnament,  vcre  hung  oirer  most  of  the 
windows*  On  its  departune,itwdve'  of  the  most 'poorold 
menin  the  city  were  conducted  to  .the  palioce,  who  took  off 
then*  shoes  and  stoddngs,  and  put  their  feet  in  a  font,  whiiSi 
were  wash^  by  the  king.  This  was  saidtobe  in  imitation 
of  the  apostles  f,  after  vAich  they  sat  down  at  taUe^  where 
diere  was  a»  bountifiiLdi^)!^  of  ptovisi(»^  and  each  onere 
coBifdimehted  with  a  certain  qnantiiy  of  dotbv  as  li'donsf 

■..'.,"•• 

•  Exod^Bctii.  4,    Debt.  xni.  4.  i.  > 

It  |nu9i  be  gratifying  to  th^  &eHiig»  of  EDgli«hm«n.ta  refiff^  lhi| 
a  bill  was  lately  introduced  into  parliament  to  punish  wanton  crudtj 
to  animals,  in  consequence  of  which  severe  examples  have  been  made, 
t  See  page  lid,  *      ' 


titni.  I  peroeiv^  lldwevei",  llicy  afteiWards  receitred  ft 
sum,  which  was  prefeired  ifi  Hehi  of  er^  tfaifaig;  having,  AS 
I  was  infermed,  sold  d^  provi^ons-  and  cloth  -to  those  who 
gave  the  bestpricefeir  them*  .  '  ;    i 

'  I  visited  an  estaUishmetfl  where  iilstrtictidn  was  aflbrded 
lo  lhi«e  thousand  chilflr^  tkid^r  the'^ysiem  of  education 
prosecuted  in  Britain,    At  the  institution  of  diis  seminariv 
k  niet  widi  great  opposition  jOh  iiitpntt  of  the  monks,  who 
eire  hostife  to  evay  object  ealeolated  to  enlighten  the  imndj 
aware  of  it  having  ihie  efifect  of  undermining  their  om 
power  and  inflneDtte.    It  was,^  hbw^ver^  most  vigofously 
pmsfecttted  by  the  Dm  d^'  In&titada,  one  of  the  most  pow<* 
er&l  griuidees  in  Spain  in  point  of  opcdecrce,  and  by  whom 
I  was  most  hQq)kal^y  eiiteiteiiied,  who  infbrmed  me  of  his 
xesolutiim  to  use  the  utmost  exettkms  to  promote  this  Canute 
fjeam  whkh  the  most  beneficial  elfects  m|^  be  expected-; 
and  that  an  institution  of  a  similar  nature  for  die  benefit  of 
tiie  army  was  on  the  eve  of  being  estaMkhed, 
.   Towards  evening  ihepafaUc  resort  to  the  Fitido^flftdci^ 
figuous  gardens.     This  is  a  broad '^wieilk  lined  with  tt<ecHSi 
imii  adxmied  with  flowers,  where  the^  tpy^  f^Mily  parade 
at  a  slow  pace  in  tbdr  x^nfages,  especially  on'  iSundays^ 
and  on  each  side  of  it  are  a^nues  for  pedestriaiis.    In 
these  gardens  is  a  basin  of  pure  w^ter,  wh^e  the  king  ha^ 
a  colkge  iQ  the  Chiaese  style  of  aichitectiire,  called  £i 
Retiro.    The  la^es  appear  low  in  stature,  with  thin  yellow 
^countenances,  black  eyes,  and  I  did  not  discover  that  they 
put  paint  on  the  face:  they  are  uniformly  dressed  in  short 
black  silk  gowns,  having  no  other  cover  for  the  head  than 
a  laced  veil  of  a  black  or  white  colour,  tastefiiUy  attached  to 
the  hair  knot,  and  thrown  across  the  shoulders;  tlieir 
dext^ntj  in  emplojring  the  hand  with  the  fan,  and  tossing 
it  to  and  fro,  is  perhaps  unrivalled.     Hie  fountains   are 
numerous  and  the  water  excellent     Persons  are  prohibited 
here  from   driving  with  more  than  four  horses  in  their 
carriage. 

An  immense  building  was  pointed  out,  at  the  view  of 
which  humanity  shudders.     These  were  the  walls  which 
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inclosed  the  Inquisitbiii  wliere  dme  was  s  momKed  gnsaraL 
Many  of  die  miserable  inmates  had  hem  leceaAy  libenited» 
in  consequence  of  thechange  of  political  drcmastanoes, 
but  I  ooold  not  posnljly  get  apoesii  to ^liew'lhe dnngeoDs 
wlieie  Bucb  tenfide  acts  of  baxbarity  and  tyranny  had  been 
comroitted  in  secrecy,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  an  esplan- 
ation  of  them. 

In  the  theatre  there  is  a  strange  practice  of  pnttiDg  into 
the  hands  of  .the  spectators^  about  the  conclusion  of  the  pieee^ 
an  amount  of  the  receipts  fixr  the  night.  Among  the  mflitaiy 
oiders  in  SpMn,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  principal  are 
the  (joldai  Fleece,  and  that  of  Charles  the  Third.  Gip- 
sies infest  every  part  of  the  country.  These  are  calculated 
at  uparavds  of  50,000,  who  prowl  about,  or  stroll  in  bonds) 
and  httire  a  kind  of  slaBg  language  pecafiar  to  themselves^ 
and  it  is  said  are  pxdbibited  l^  law  fiom  possessing  land, 
or  serving  in  the  capacity  of  soldiers.  In  the  coontry, 
ladies  are  m  the  haint  of  riding  on  mules,  and  in  a  sort  of 
ckair  stn£fed  with  pillows,  and  many  of  the  lower  orders  I 
observed  to  ride  astride. 

It  was  sarj^nskig  to  observe  the:inunber  c(  dwsrfir  and 
dhniDBtive  objects,  cspeeialty  in  fiunilies  of  distinction. 
This  appears  to  have  been  anai^ent  custom  among  the 
f^poniards,  if  (me  is  to  judge  from  the  antique  pamtingSf 
riiewn  here,  where  a  dwarf  is  always  to  be  seen  anxHig 
groups  of  personages  of  the  hij^est  rank. 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 

DEPARTURE  —  INNS.  —  INDOLENCE  OF  PEASANTRY.  —  VIT- 
TORIA.  - —  BISCAY.  —  PYRENNEES.  —  BAYONNE.  —  BOXJR- 
DBAUX.  —  PARIS.  —  INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  KING.  —  atJEEN*S 
DUNGEON.— PICTURE  OF  QUEEN  OF  SCOTS. —  DESCRIPTION* 
—  GRAVES  OF  LOUIS  XVt.  AND  HIS  QUEEN.  —  CHARLOTTS 
CORDST.-^LADT  TAKING  TKS  VEIL. -«»  lUSPARTURB.. -^  AR- 
RIVAL IN  LONDON. 

I  L£?T  Madrid  in  the  direction  of.  Francey  aad  in  a  diln 
gi»ioe  similar  tq  the  one  in  which  I  had  set  off  from  Seir jU% 
drawn  by  eight  mules»  with  several  passengers.    I  travelled 
as  usual  at  aslow  funeral  pace  throu^  a  wiki  and  gioimtain^ 
ous  country,  under  considerable  i^prehensions  of  being  al« 
tacked  by  banditti,  and.  often  arrived  at  low  ale4Hnises,  ao* 
cording  to  the  pleasure  of  the  driver,  where  the  aoconif* 
Bk^s^jon  was  very  wretched.    Several  of  these  passadoa 
have  large  covered  gateways  through  which,  the  vdbkle 
is  admitted  into  an  extensive  place,  like  those  appropri^* 
ated  in  England  for  waggons,  in  which  are  step-laddersi 
similar  to  those  leading  to  cock-lofts,  which  conduct  to 
the  house.     These  are  most  wretchedly  furnished,  dirty) 
and  the  walls  plastered  widi  paltry  pictures,  where  every 
thing  was  uncomfortable,   and  the  entertainment  meagre. 
Nothing  appeared  more  reprehensible  than  the  apathy  and 
indifference  of  the  peasantry.     Most  of  them  were  in  rags, 
most  squalid  in  countenance,  and  particularly  marked  by 
an  unconquerable  indolence,   since  instead  of  exercising 
the  slightest  degree  of  industry,  groups  were  to  be ,  met 
about  the  &rm-houses  and  villages  standing  unemployed, 
like  so  many  statues,   and  others  stretched  out  on  the 
ground,  muffled  up  in  long  brown  mantles  or  cloaks,  with 
broad  hats  \  and  at  the  gable  and  backs  of  houses,  which  had, 
at  particular  hours,  been  exposed  to  the  sun,  smoking  segars, 
totally  indifferent  to  the  concerns  of  life  or  their  families. 
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Ai^  trateUiag  throng^  s  isavage  onmtiy^  Vittoria  came 
into  view,  which  is  situated  in  front  of  an  extensive  plain, 
and  where  British  courage  was  so  eminently  ccm^icuoas. 
Next  day  I  went  over  the  field  of  battle^  and  then  pro* 
ceeded  cm  die  journey. 

I  thffli  entered  Biscay,  a  country  most  atnkii^y  dif- 
£srent  frcmi  that  I  had  travelled,  where  there  is  a  bounti- 
ful soil,  and  a  remarkable  spirit  of  industiy  among  the  peo- 
ple^ who  are  considered  high  minded,  the  lowest  peasant 
is  clothed  and  in  a  state  of  comfort 

There  is  preaeBted  the  most  chamung  and  diveisified 
picturesque  scenery  imaginabjle  for  the  pendl  of  the  artist 
This  part  of  Spain  may  be  considered  as  independent,  and 
enjoys  peculiar  privileges  aod  exemptiims,  where  Ferdinand 
is  not  acknowledged  lang,  but  is  called  lord  of  Biscay,  and 
ihereis  a  watchful  eye  observed  in  guarding  against  any  in- 
vasion of  thor  privileges.  The  carriage  was  upset  at  a  high 
Inridge^  fay  coming  in  contact  witha  stone^  when  I  wasthrown 
out,  and  neariy  pitched  into  the  river.  Icrossed  the  P^rendes, 
and  afterwards  the  river  which  divides  Spmi  and  France 
where  a  singular  circumstance  occurred;  namely,  I  was  re- 
quired to  give  an  account  of  the  money  I  had  in  my  pockety 
a  demand  never  heretofore  made  in  any  country  throu^ 
whidi  I  had  travelled  in  Eurqpe  or  elsewhere.  I  then  lu-- 
rived  at  BajitHme  and  Bourdeaux,  and  reached  Paris  in 
safety,  where  I  was  honoured  with  a  private  audience  of 
Louis  the  Eighteenth,,  on  the  particulars  of  my  journey 
throu^  the  Holy  Land. 

As  Paris  has  been  so  repeatedly  d^cribed,  it  may  be 
considered  altogether  superfluous  to  say  a  syllable  re- 
specting it  My^  remarks  shall  therefore  be  confined  to  a 
few  particulars  which  may,  p^baps,  not  have  been  known 
to  all  visitors  c£  that  espitaL 

At  an  early  period,  on  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate 
family,  I  visited  a  gavden,  where  the  ashes^  of  the  uilfortunate 
Louis  XVI.  and  his  queen  were  deposited,  under  weeping 
willows ;  and  those  of  Charlotte  Cordet,  wh<l  put  a  period  to 
the  Uoodrtfairsty  vengeance  of  Mlstl'at,  were  laid  in  the  centre 
of  it  The  royal  ramaobs  were  takem  up  when  the  beadof  the 


kaig  was  fi^und  b^ween  hb  aadesr;  and  what  is  ren|iark- 
able,  the  garter  of  the  queen  was  almost  in  a  complete 
state  of  {^reservation*  On  examining  this  grave,  which  had 
jast  been  opened;  I  found  it  to  be  lined  with  brick.  Tfa^ 
garden  was  purchased  by  government,  and  the  royal  ashes 
were  conveyed  to  the  tomb  of  the  Bourbons  at  St,  Dennis. 
A  diurch  is  now  built  in  the  garden,  where  the  altar  stands 
over  the  grave  of  the  unfortunate  Antoinette. 

I  visited  the  dungeon  of  the  Conciergerie,  where  her  ma^ 
jesty  was  so  barbarously  treated  previous  to  her  decapitai- 
tion,  which  I  found  to  be  twenty  feet  in  length  by  eight  in 
breadth,  with  an  inscription.  * 

*  Hoc  in  loco 

Maria  Antonia 

Josepha  Johanna  Austriaca 

Ludovid  16  Vidua 

Conjuge  tmddata 

Liberes  ereptis 

In  carcepem  conjecta 

Per  Dies  76  ^nimnes 

Luctu  et  squalore  adfecta 

Sed 

Propria  Yirtute  imnuxta 

Ut  in  Bolio  ita  et  in  vinculis 

Majorem  fortima  se  prebuit 

Et  scelestissimis  denique  hominibus 

capita  damnata 

Morte  jam  imminente. 

Eternum  pletatis  fortitudinis 

Omnmm  que  virtutum 

Monumentum  his  scripsit 

Die  16  Octr.  M.D.CCXC. 

Restituto  tandem  regno 

Career  in  sacrarium  conversus 

Dicatus  est 

A.D.MJ).CCCXVh 

Ludovid  18  Regnantes  anno  22. 

Comite  de  Cazes 

A  securitate  publica 

Regis  ^Cnistro 

Prefecto  sdelibusque  curiantibus 

Quiaquis  his  ades 

Adora  admirare  precare. 
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Amxmg  the  many  objects'of  art  here,  n^ne  appear^  to 
me  more  strikingly  interesting  thaA  a  full  length  paintsng 
cf  Maiy  Qtieen  of  Scots,  whose  Kfe  has  occupied  the  pen 
of  historians,  and  her  firte  excited  so  much  sympathy.  It 
may  be  proper  to  give  a  history  of  this  valuable  picture. 
-  About  the  period  of  the  decapitation  of  this  unfortunate 
Princess,  in  February,  1589,  she  presented  to  lifiss  El^izft- 
beth  Curie,  one  of  die  ladies  in  wdting,  her  miniature, 
who  was  instructed,  after  the  event,  to  procure  from  it  a 
frill  length  likeness  of  her.  This  wad  specially  bequeathed 
to  the  Scots'  College  at  Douay,  founded  by  her,  and  apfpears 
to  have  been  the  peculiar  object  of,  her  bounty  and  r^ard ; 
also  a  table  clock,  one  of  the  first  which  had  been  made 
at  the  time,  along  with  her  prayer-book.  After  the  de- 
capitation. Miss  Curie  proceeded  to  Antwerp,  where  she 
fiiMlled  the  dying  request  of  her  royal  mistress.  The  ftill 
length  picture  I  have  alluded  to,  widi  the  clock  and  prayer- 
book,  were  accordingly  delivered  to  the  college;  and  it  is 
a  singular  fact,  that  the  title-deeds  of  it  shew,  that  in  the 
event  of  this  seminary  being  removed  to  any  other  part  of 
France,  these  donations  should  not  be  permitted  to  be 
separated  fit)m,  but  considered  as  part  of  the  properly 
which  belongs  to  it 

This  'iead$  me  to  mention  that  the  picture  wias  hung 
hi  the  large  dining  hall,  and  looked  up  to  as  an  object  df 
veneration;  the  other  rdlics  were  in  possession  of  tlie 
presidents  of  the  college  from  time  to  time.  The  last 
person  who  iSlled  that  ofiice,  and  had  the  custody  of  them, 
was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Farquharson,  .who  has  often  described 
to  me,   with  great  feeling,  these  relics  of  antiquity,  on 

I  *  t  * 

•  J  •    .  ■     ^^      " 

Under  an  alter  are  theke  wordb : 

Extreit  de  la  Lettre  de  la  Reine  k  Madam  Elisubedi. 
Que  mon  filt  n'cNiblie  jamais  les  dernien  mots  de  ton  pere  que  jd  lixi 
repete  expreuement  que  ne  cherche  jamais  k  venger  nqtre  Morte.    Je 
pardonne  "k  tout  mes  Ennemies  le  mal  qu'ils  m*ont  fait. 
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which  die  highest  value  had  h^n  put  by  the  college.    At 
the  period  of  the  Revolution,  when  institutions  in  eveiy 
shape  connected  with  the  interest  of  religion  taid,  science 
.were   denounced,   and  marked  Nput  as  objects '  of  demo- 
lition, this  gentleman  made  an  escape  for  his  life  from  the 
college,  by  withdrawing  himself  secretly,  under  the  doud  of 
night,  witib  the  heads  and  professors  of  the  other  colleges 
at  Douay.     The  dreadful  work  of  destruction  speedily 
commenced,  when  not  only  the  whole  of  them,  and  their 
contiguous  chapels,  were  ransacked  and  pillaged,  and  no 
regard  paid  to  any  one  thing,  however  precious  in  point  of 
antiquity,  or  of  a  sacred  nature,  but  records,  public  doci]<- 
ments,  books,  manuscripts,  pictures,  and  furniture,  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  fury  of  the  Revdiutionists.     Nay,  even  the 
very  walls  of  some  of-  these  ancient  edifices  were  not  per* 
niitted  to  remain  as  silent  monuments  to  deplore  the  scene 
cif  disorder  and  devastation,  and  exhibit  them  to  future  ages^ 
but  were  pulled  down  with  the  most  savage  and  satanic 
iviry,  and  hurled  intp  one  mass  of  frightful  confusion. 

Under  these  alanning  circumstances,  the  invaluable 
papers  and  manuscripts  in  particular  which  had  so  loi^ 
pertained  to  the  Scots  college,  which  included  the  origi-* 
nal  celebrated  poems  of  Ossian ;  this  reverend  gentl^emao, . 
whose  veracity  I  always  held  unimpeachable^  assune^ine 
he  iiad  been  in  possession  of  during  the  long  period  be 
presided  at  the  head  of  the  college,  fell  a  prey  to^  revo- 
lutionary madness.  What  must  be  the  feelings  of  the 
scholar  and  man  of  science,  nay  the  literary  world  at  large, 
when  they  are  told  that  OQo-half  of  these  papers  were  ac- 
tually distributed  to  the  grocers,  who  wrapped  up  in  them 
the  articles  they  sold;  the  remainder  were  applied  as 
materials  for  the  making  of  ball  cartridges ;  and  the  bodes 
piled  in  a  heap  in  one  particular  square,  and  set  in  ahlaze. 
Notwithstanding  ihe  destruction  during  the  reign  of  terror 
and  bloodshed,  this  picture  of  Queen  Mary  most  mirar 
culoiisly  escaped.  I  have  no  meam  of  knowing  to  whom 
^he  honour  is  due  of  saving  it  from  the  fengs  of  an 
infuriated,  mob  of  demagogues ;  but  whosoever  he  may 
be,  there  can  exist  only  one  opinion  as  to  his  boldness, 
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sikice  it  fiHnned  pan  of  the  pubUc  lAw  of  thi^t  ptarticoi^ 
^riody  that  the  neck  of  aU  persons  who  were  kcbown  to 
have'  concealed  any'  article  belonging  to  the  cpll^^ 
should  \be  laid  under  the  .aXe  Qf.th^  guillptine*  The 
canvass  appeara  to  have  been  taken  opt  of  the  firam^  to 
&ciUtata  its  removal ;  and  when  I  wa«  with  this  reverend 
gentleman  at  Doaaj»  on  a  visit  after  the  peace^-we  saw  it  in 
die  possession  of  a  lady,  who-  unfolded  the  picture  like  ^ 
conim6n  map^  sind  mebdoned  that  it  had  been  concealed  in 
a  chimney  siniee-  the  Rfevdlution.  It  was  delivered  to  Mr. 
Farquharson,  who  took  it  to  Paris,  whereit  was  cleaned, 
put  into  a  superb  frai»e,  and  deposited  in  the  convent 
contiguous  to  the  Scots'  college,  until  it  was  ascertain^ 
if  die  college  of  Douay  Was  to  b^  restored  to'  the  ^elrcise 
of  its  former,  rights  and  privileges*  This  gend^man,  it 
may  be  added,  restored  the  chapel  of  the  former,  whi<^ 
bad  been  also  destroyed,  and  rq>aured  the  tombs  of  the 
rebd  peers  which  are  within  its  walls.  ... 

This  noble  picture,  hitherto  so  litde  known^  is  about 
twelve  .  feet  in  lieig^t  and  six  feet  in  breadth.'  Her 
^qesty  ia  reprisiented  in  a  dignified  standing  attibid^ 
dressed  in  a  blaidc  gown  with  white  slee^es^  a  white  rob^ 
underneath,  a  ruffle  round  her  neck,  and  a  neat  cap  on 
Iwr  .'hoad^  spmetidng  m  the  IbSrm  of  a  shell.  In  the  right 
band  is  a  crucifix,  and  her  prayer-book,  which  hgfs  a  obvet 
of.  parchmen);,  .with  strings  hanging  from  each  cortief',  is  in 
the  left ;  with  a  figure  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crQSs  hangii^ 
at  her  breast.  On  one  side  of  it  there  is  a  representadon 
of  her  execution  in  the  bade  ground ;  and  the  head  of 
the  queen  is  laid  on  the  block.  She  is  accconpanied  by 
her  two  maids  of  honour,  who  stand  to  the  left,  dressed  in 
black,  with  white  ruffles  round  dieir  necks  ^d' sleeves, 
and  long:  while  veil%  with  white  handkerchi(j&  in  their 
hands,  and  appearing  in  tears  at  the  event  they  were 
-called .  to  witness,  in  the  loss  of  their  royal  niistress. 
T^e  executioner  is;  shewn  as  bedding  up  ths  axe,  he  is 
in  black  clodies,  widi  a  white  apron,  and  attended  by 
four  assistants,^  in  dtesses  of  the  same  colour,,  and  ruffles 
.about  their  necks.    One  of  these  appears  as  in  the  act  of 
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giving  the.'word  6f  icbifamand  to  strike  the  fiital  blow,  and 
auother  in  wridn^  nbtes  jbt  tke  incidents  that  occurred 
^ddrbag'dns  tragical  scene*  Over  thb  heads  of  the  ladies 
al'e  t^dbr  names,  lohanna  Kennethie,  ELiZABetha  CuBLe. 
•and  uhdoneath  these  'wordi^  -^  . 

Rflfbam  SereiUBs^  Regvm,  Filiam 
Vxorem  et  Matrem  Astantibvs 
Commissarus  et  Ministres  R. 

N 

Elizabethae  Carrifex  Secvri 
Percvtit.  Atq.  vno  et  Altero 
Ictv.  Trvcvlenter  Savgiato 
tTortio  Bt  Capvt  Abscendk. 

On  the  top  pf  this  picture,  and  to  the  ri^ht,  is  a  full 
representation  of  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland,  and  to  the 
left  of  it  this  inscription^  — 

Maria  Scotiae  Regina  Grallffi  (illegible)  taiia  Regnorv  Anglias  et 
Hybenim  vere  Princeps  L^tima  Jacob!  Magnae  Britannias  Regis 
Mater  et  svis  ^>ppfe88a  An*^  Domini  1568  Aiudli  Spe  et  opinione  et 
.cognata  Elizabetha  ia  Anglia  Regnante  Pmisse  Eo  Descendit  Ibique 
contra  Ivs  Gentivm  et  Promissi  Fidem  Captiva  Retenta  Post  captivitatis 
Ans<^.  19.  Religionis  Ergo  Eivsdem  Eliz  Peifidia  et  Senatvs  Anglict 
Crvdelitate  Horrenda  capitis  Lata  Sententia  Neci  Traditvr  Ac  12.   Cal 

Martii  1587.     In  Avdito  exemplo  et  Servili  et  Abie .  to  •  Carnifice 
Tetnr  (      )  N  Morem  Capita  Trvncata  est  Anno  ^tads  Reginiqve  45. 

At  the  foot  of  this  picture  are  these  words,  — 

Printa  Quoad  Vexit  Col.  Scot  Parens  et  Tlvnd  ^atb  Renique  45. 

It  concludes  with  the  following  words^  — ' 

Sic  pTnestnn  Ascendit  Fabulatvm 

R^inam  Quondam  Galliarv  et  Scotias  ' 

Florentb™*  Itvicto  sed  Pioaidmo 

Tyrrannidem  Exprobat  et  Periidiam 

Fldem  Cat^blicam  Profitetur  Romanes  Ecclcsias 

Si  Semper  Fvisse  et  Esse  Fillam  Palam  Planeq.  Testatur. 

When  I  was  in  this  capital,  as  I  had  an  oppcwtunity 
of  seeing  a  lady  take  the  veil,  it  may  be  interesting  to 
^ve  ft  short  account  of  the  ceremoiiy  observed  on  this 
occasion. 

.    F    F 
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This  young  person  was  dressed  in  lier  osual  secidar 
attire,  as  it  maybe  denominated,  and  placed  in  an  armed 
chair  in  front  of  the  altar,  and  was  immediately  sorroiiDded 
by  her  friends,  and  those  whom  cariosity  had  attzactod  to 
the  spot  to  be  spectators  of  the  solemnity.  A  {Miest  as- 
cended a  temporary  pulpit,  placed  at  the  comer  of  the 
altar,  and  in  front  of  the  lady.  He  deHvered  a  disoomrse, 
in  which  he  pointed  out  the  vanities  of  the  world,  the 
nature  of  the  obligation  she  had  undertaken  to  fiilfil,  and 
the  beneficial  effects  which  would  be  derived  from  oonteni- 
plation  in  retirement.  On  this  being  ended^  she  ajq^eered 
under  a  considerable  degree  of  agitation,  partici^a^  at 
being  handed  by  her  father  from  the  seat,  and  led  out  of 
the  church.  She  entered  a  contiguous  convent,  where  there 
was  a  window  in  front  of  the  altar  of  the  church,  secured  by 
a  close  iron  grating ;  and  here  she  was  completely  metamor- 
phosed. Her  hair  was  cut  off,  she  was  stripped  of  her 
dress,  and  robed  in  the  costume  qf  the.  moaaslery,  when 
the  spectators  of  the  previous  scene  were  permitted  to  look 
through  this  grating.  I  observed  her  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  nuns,  whose  &ces  were  concealed  with  her  own 
in  veils,  and  walked  in  procession  round  the  place^  preceded 
by  one  of  them  carrying  a  crucifix,  and  a  moumfiil  qhaiuit 
took  place  ;  this  being  ended,  a  curtain  was  dxawn*  Al- 
though a  promise  of  this  nature  is  made  afler  the  proposed 
nun  is  allowed  to  deliberate  a  year,  from  the  period  of  her 
wish  to  seclude  herself  in  the  convent,  yet  should  she  enter 
the  establishment  there  is  a  locus  penitentise  in  one  view 
attached  to  thiis  veil,  since  at  the  iexpiration  of  one  year 
after,  she  has  it  in  her  power  to  depart  and  return  to  the 
world.  During  this  year,  which  may  be  considered  a  pro* 
bationary  state,  a  marked  attention  is  p^id  to  the  young  nun, 
in  order  to  induce  her  to  go  through  another  formality, 
which  is  taking  the  black  veil.  On  assuming^this  it  coasti- 
tutes  a  most  effectual  barrier  to  her  quitting  the  convent 
durii^  life. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  imperfect  sketch  respectrng^-^me 
particulars,  which  had  fallen  under  my  observaticHi  in  the 
French  capital,  without  adverting  to  a  singular  &c^  that 


no  person  can  pass  along  the  Pont  Nen^  at  any  boor  during 
Aight  or  dtfjTy  i^diout  cosiing  in  contact  etther  with  one  of 
lihe  cleincal  order  or  a  white  horse ! 

'  I  left  the  capital  of  France,  and  was  delighted  when  I  saw 
die  dbBBs  of  the  Island  of  Albion,  and  arrived  in  London  after 
ftRltbsence  of  three  years,  gratelul  to  that  Almighty  Being, 
who  had  protected  me  through  so  long  and  arduous  an 
andertaldng.  Here  I  was  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  Sir  Robert  liston,  on  the  result  of  his  application  to 
tike  Ottoman.  Porte,  respecting  the  barbarous  conduct  of 
the  Governor  of  Samariar  indosiog  a  formal  answer  which 
kad  been  transmitted  to  him  on  the  subject,  from  the  Grand 
Vizier,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  &r  his  punish- 
ment. A  translation  of  this  important  document  is  given 
in  the  Appendix. 

Having  brought  the  reader  to  the  conclusion  of  this 
long  and  interesting  journey,  it  is  now  expedient  that  I 
ahoiild  state  the  object  which  prompted  me  particuhurly 
to  visit  the  Holy  Liand. 

•    In  the  first  place,  then,  I  would  mention,  that  the  his- 
tory transmitted  to  us  of  the  fall  of  man  —  the  details 
given  by  the  prophets,  and  the  predictions  delivered  of  a 
mode  of  recovery,  by  the  mercy  vouchsafed  in  the  eternal 
counsels  of  Heaven  —  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  —  his 
ermnd  of  mercy  on  earth — laying  down  his  life  on  the 
4sross  as  a  sacrifice  for  sin, — the  plan  of  salvation  pro- 
claimed,  and  the  signs    and    gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
which  had  been  actually  imparted,  besides  the  proceedings 
of  his  ambassadors,  who  had  been  sent  forth  to  teach  all 
nations;  I  say,  the  combination  of  these  stupendous  events, 
0O  intere^ing  to  the  human  race^  and  added,  as  it  were^ 
to  the  voice  which  said,    ^*  Go,  walk  through  the  land 
and  describe  it  *,**  operated  so  strongly  on  my  mind,  as  to 
excke  an'  earnest  desire  to  visit  that  remote  region,  which 
#  Jhfld  gf  ven  birth  to  them ;  the  only  spot,  in  truth,  upon  the 
fyase  of  the  earth,  where  objects  of  a  heavenly  nature  are 
so  eminently  calculated  to  stamp  deeply  upon  an  immortal 
sonl,  fedings  of  a  profoundly  revo-ential  and  devotional 
nature. 

*  Joshua  xviii.  4.  s. 
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the  oontanplatioh  of  this  journey,  I  had  Imig  been 
in  search  for  persons  to  join  and  aceompaDy  me  $  but  lay- 
ing found  none,  I  resolved  to  prosecute  it  alone,  Intended 
by  a  single  servant  After  takbg  leave  of  my  lamteted  ^iid 
illustrious  patrpu,  ^o  so  gready  pi^cnaoled  thit  dq0e(.aiid 
many  iriends,  under  an'  apprdiension  that  I  dbKMild  i^tnni 
no  more  to  my  native  country  %  and  that  it  ml^%  ben 
final  adieu  to  it,  from  the  calculations  formed.of  the  perib 
and  difficulties  whidi  attmded  the  wddkirtakiogy  '1  departed 
from  the  British  shoies,  resigning  mysdfto  tfaatiAhtifgh^ 
Being,  who  overrules  the  aflfairB  of  man. 
'  Arduous  as  this  task  proved,  and  great  as.  iverfe'lhe 
obstades  encoikntoed,  with  the'  severity  of  thfe  suffieiings 
and  privations  to  which  I  was  forced  to'  submit,  I  ex- 
perienced the  highest  enjoyment  of  which  the  faum^  heart 
is  susceptible,  a  remembrance  of  which  will  be  dierisbed 
to  the  latest  bieath  I  shall  draw.  Havings '  therefore) 
gone  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
express  a  hope,  that  some  of  the  observations  introdaced 
in  these  pages,  may  lie  admitted  as  an  addition  to  the 
descriptions  of  those,  who  have  gone  ov^r  the  same  tract 

I  travelled  over  countries  where  prophets  had  Hired,  in 
communion  with  the  Father  of  Spirits,  and  had  written 
for  the  instruction- of  those  involved  in  a  state  of  darkness. 

I  trod  that  sacred  soil,  and  my  eyes  beheld  many  of 
those  places  which  were  eminently  sanctified  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Son  of  God,  who  performed  miracles  to 
astonished  multitudes,  and  poured  forth  his  precious  blood 
to  redeem  a  guilty  world. 

I  sojourned  in  regions  where  distinguished  men  were 
commissioned  to  declare,  and  published  f  fafs  power^ 
cured  diseases,  and  proclaimed  the  glad  tidings'  of  sal- 
vation. 

Aiid  further,  I  was  a  witness  of  those  mountains,  seas, 
and  caves  :|:  where  they  wandered  and  concealed  theiJp  per- " 

sons,  who  were  scourged  and  tortured,  nay,   laid  down 

....  •  • 

•  Jeremiah  xicii.  lo.  f  Artt  xiiL  49, 
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Am  lores  for  the  testbiKmy  of  their  Divine  Master.  Among 
the  natives  of  these,  countries  I  had  occasicm  to  mark  a 
dtonsaad  minute  circumstances  in  the  manners  and  cus^ 
toms»  which  appeared  to  have  undergone  little  variatioii 
since  the  period  the  Israelites   took  possession   of  the 
liand  of  Promise,  and  which  have  been  mifolded  in  the 
Soriptares,  proving  to  demonstration  that  these  contain  the 
word  of  Clod. 
*  Had  the  supposki<»i  entered  my  mind  that  the  volume 
•  of  in6p^:^ation  Wa$  a  compiled  narrative  of  fraud  and  imposi- 
tion, as  ^coffers  at  religion  so  impiously  pretend,  I  must  have 
been  abundantly  satisfied,  by  all  the  accumulated  mass  of 
eyldenoe  which  passed  every  moment,  under    my  eye, 
during  thlfi^  journey,  that  no  worm  of  the  dust,  by  the 
highest  kigenaity,  ccmld  possibly  have  composed  or  com- 
piled a  history  so  harmonising  in  all  its  parts.      The 
aiifiienticity  of  it,  therefore,  rests  on  a  most  solid  foundation, 
emanating  from  the  great  Author  of  our  faith,  with  whom 
there  is  no  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning,  and  it  will 
endure  till  the  earth  exists  no  more.     Here  I  would  ask^ 
can   its  historical  detail  be  brought  in  any  possible  shape 
into  queption.?     Where  is  there  unfolded,  in  any  volume 
under  heaven,  such  a  code  of  laws  and  precepts,  and  such 
a   compendious  system  of  morality,   containing,  in  fact, 
all  that  the  most  mighty  monarch  on  the  earth  should 
know  %  and  accommodated   to   the   understanding  and 
circumstances  of  eveiy  soul  down  to  the  most  ignorant  of 
mankind?    Does  it  not  disclose  events  the  most  unpa- 
ralleled and  sublime  in  their  nature,  conveying  the  purest 
delight,  and  a  mirror,  as  it  were,  in  which  all  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  their  hearts  reflected,  and  a  powerful 
remedy  is  pointed  out  for  sin  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
which  was  shed  ?  In  short,  no  person  who  studies  this  reve- 
lation of  mercy  with  any  degree  of  attention,  can  otherwise 
than  be  satisfied  that  it  is  the  most^^^cious  legacy  which 
has  been  given  by  God  to  man,  since  it  lays  open  to  his  view 
a  bright  world  beyond  death  and  the  grave,  and  points  out 
the  path  which  conducts  to  glory  everlasting. 

*  Deut.  xyii.  J  »• 
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Tliis  leads  me  to  observe^  that  the  histories  of  other 
countries  have  been  allowed  to  fidl  into  oblivion,  in  ord^ 
thus  to  evince  to  the  world,  that  with  all  the  care  whidi 
has  been  bestowed  on  their  literatare  and  antiquidesi  it 
sinks  into  nothing  when  weired  in  an  even  scale  with 
those  of  this  consecrated  spot  of  earth.  So  sim}ile  indeed 
b  the  continued  chain  of  illustrations  kept  up  thnraghoot 
the  whole  of  the  Sacred  Writings,  that  they  must  be  hdd 
as  an  everlasting  mirade^  planned  in  celestial  wisdom  tor 
that  express  purpose.  This  appears  more  particularly  when 
it  is  considered,  that  the  inhabitants  have  been  repeatedly 
changed  since  the  ministiy  of  our  Lord  on  earth,  while 
those  of  other  countries  are  lineal  descendants  ci  the  y&y 
persons  whose  writings  are  held  in  estimation  by  schdars. 
In  this  view,  I  own,  I  never  reflect  on  this  journey  without 
emotions  of  awe,  mixed  with  those  of  delight,  and.  can 
hardly  perceive  a  single  verse  of  Scrq>ture,  witJumt  bring- 
ing to  recollection  some  spot,  custom,  ceremcHiy,  or  Inci-* 
dents,  which  had  fidl^i  under  my  observaticm  in  the  course 
of  it;  proving  incontestaUy  to  my  mind,  that  the  Sacred 
Volume  fells  under  that  special  character  which  has  beat 
exclusively  assigned  to  it,  namely,  as  given  by  inspiratioii, 
and  profitable  for  doctrine,  correction,  and  instruction  in 
ri^teousness.* 

'  The  law  of  gratitude  ought  therefore  to  be  written  cm 
my  heart,  that  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  permit  me 
to  accomplish  a  journey  over  that  country  with  the  word  of 
God  in  my  hand,  and  compare  the  narrative  it  contains 
with  existing  circumstances ;  and  after  ih^  numeroils  hair- 
breadth escapes  I  encountered,  I  have  been  condudibd  to 
my  native  land,  and  ^labled  to  sit  down  and  reduce  into 
writing  some  observations  respectitig  the^^tlthentic^  of 
that  precious  volume,  the  cause  of  the  Most  High,  and 
the  eternal  interests  of  my  fellow  creatures. 

In  taking  leave  offjj^e  reader,  there  are  two.  descriptioiDs 
of  persons  I  would  b^  leave  to  address.  .  , 

To  believers  in  the  Gospel,  I  would  iii'the  apostolic 

m 

•  Titutiii.  16. 


limgnage  st^y^  1  write  luHa  you,.  &thers»  youQg  men,  mad 
cbiMrea  *,  caUii^  upon  you  to  rgmce  that  the  Bible,  the 
grc^t  engine  of  truth  and  the  storehouse  of  spiritual  know* 
ledge,  has  been  committed  to  your  trust,  conveying  strong 
ocNisolation,  under  all  the  vicissitudes  and.trials  of  life,  in  its 
pinions  promisesf  ,  and  the  h<^  of  salvation  which  is  held 
opt  through  the  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  God.  Be  strong  in  the 
faith,  and  in  the  power  of  God's  might,  that  glory  may  dwell 
ia  yc^qr  land,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  extinguish  the  darts  of 
diose  who  are.  the  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  in 
nothing  be  terrified.  :f  Take  care  that  no  man  take  your 
crown  $,  but  go  on  your  pilgrimage,  resting  on  the  great 
Bishop  of  So\ils.  II  May  your  latter  end  be  peace,  and  after-, 
wards  you  enjoy  that  everlasting  rest  which  remains  for 
the  people  of  God.    .  > 

When  I  reflect  on  the  present  age  of  infidelity,  or,  to  use 
the  expressions  of  a  prophet,  this  day  of  trouble  and  blasi- 
phemy,  where  a  spirit  stalks  abroad  f,.  with  gigantic  prides, 
a»d  when  publications  are  sent  forth  with  stings  of  deadly 
poison,  circulatedwith  unremitting  exertions,  unparalleled 
effrontery,  and  in  every  artful  shape  that  satanic  imagina- 
tions can  suggest**,  not  only  in  violation  of  the  tremendous 
judgments  of  the  Majesty  of  .Heaven,  but  the  established 
laws  of  this  land  wherein  the  enemies  of  our  souls  have  at^i 
ten^ted  to  shake  tiie  tenets  of  Christianity,  and  bring  the 
great  Author  qf  our  fidth.into  ridicule,  saying,  ^^  Depart, 
we  do  not  desire  the  knowledge  of  thy  waysff,"  to 
lay  the.  church  in  ruins,  sap  the  foundations  of  rdigion, 
and  blow  up  the  sacred  deposit  of  this  Gospel :  When 
I  further  perceive  the  object  of  these  publications  is  to 

*  I  John  il  3(iu.  f  1  Peter  i.  4.  |  Phil.  i.  88. 

§  John  xi.  J.  II  Peter  ii.  25.  T  Iscuah  xxxvii.  3, 

**  A  magistrate  of  this  city,  distinguished  for  his  practical  know- 
ledge of  crimes,  observed  on  a  late  occasion,  that  the  prevalence  of 
blasphemous  and  irreligious  publications  has  caused  the  national  cluu 
nurter  to  undergo  a  most  unhappy  change,  and  crimes  are  not  onl  j  more 
frequent,  but.  attended  ynth  more  horrible  drcumsUmoes,  and  we  have 
now  to  deal  with  crimes  which  used  formerly  to  be  of  rare  occurrence  ! 

ft  Job  xxL  14, 
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excke  a  qpirit  of  dUaffiMio».aiid  Mroll;  agftiiuQ;  the-  kitig» 
his  family^  and  the  gorenunent  of  these  jmtlam,:  and  «vea 
dare  to  direct  atrodous  veflectioiis  on  the  memosy  of  hk 
revered  father,  one  of  the  brightest  omasnentB  lhate?er 
filled  the  British  throne ;  what-  b  the  lafiguage*  liM 
should  be  used  on  this  accumulation  of  eyii  to  so  misd- 
able  a  class  of  men,  to  scoflfers,  soq^tics,  and  alhi^fiCis^  ss 
also  to  those  who  assiune  the  name  of  fireedbunkers?   . 

Since  it  is  the  boonden  duty  of  every  IndividiGad  to 
mise  his  voice  and  arm,  and  cooperate  with  others  in 
exposing  such  flagitious  acts,  and  that  torrent  of  sin  whidi 
is  a  reproach  to  every  people,  I  would  say  to  the$e  cJba* 
racters,  I  have  a  few  things  against  ypu  *,  and  espect 
you  will  not  be  dull  of  hearing,  f 

liiou  art  inexcusable,  O  man,  whoever  thou  a^jr^ 
to  whom  belongeth  shame  and.  confusion  of  feceff,  how 
can  you  possibly  escape  the  righteous  judgm^it  of  an 
insulted  Deity?-  I  would xall  upon  you^  by  the  mercies 
of  Ood,  to  look  upon  this  Gospel,  the  oldest  record  ift 
esdstaice^  the  purity  of  its  doctrines,  the  acoomplishnaecvt 
of  prophecy,  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  §,  and  the 
corruption  of  your  nature,  and  the  remedy  for  sin  pointed 
oat  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  Redeemer,  which  displays  a 
brilliancy  of  light  to  illuminate  your  path,  and  is  the  pow^ 
of  God  unto  salvation.  Searchthe  Scriptures,  wiliithe4fiK)6t 
profi:|und  and  serious  attention.  They*  will  spiritually  amuo* 
mise  your  thoughts,  acquaint  you  wkh  your  own^  state  by 
nature,  and  practice,  the  duties  you  are  called  upon  to  per- 
form towards  God,  yourself,  and  maiv  that  yottimaiy  sedff^ 
the  endless  happiness  which  is  reserved  for  the;  righteous 
beyond  death  and  the  grave.  Mark  how  powerfidly  it  is 
represented,  that  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fidl  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God,  and  become  subject  to  those  eternal 
punishments  which  are  denounced  against  the  guilty,  who 
trample  under  foot  his  only  begotten  Son.  I  Implpre 
you,  then,  to  weigh  its  precepts  and  sublime  admonitions, 
as  a  revelation  of  m^rcy  fi^om  above,  which  is  exclusivdy 

♦  Rev.  li.  14.  t  Heb.  v.  1 1.  |  Row.  li.  1, 
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bestowed  by  the  free  grace  of  Ood,  and  offered  to  all  ranks 
of  meD)  without  money  or  price.  Let  not  then  the  lan- 
guage be  repeated,  that  you  will  walk  after  your  own 
imaginations,  but  may  it  be  engraven  on  your  minds  that  it 
is  by  this  sacred  standard  you  must  be  judged  before  a 
dread  tribunal,  the  authenticity  of  which  you  pretend  to 
doubt,  nay  throw  aside,  as  a  cunningly  devised  fable. 

Although  this  foimtain  of  truth  will  remain  as  a  rock 
in  the  ocean,  sure   and  stedfast,  notwithstanding  it  be 
assailed  with  tempests,  and  will  shine  more  and  more  as  a 
refulgent  luminary  on  nations  yet  involved  in  darkness^ 
and  requires  no  confirmation  whatever  from  mere  mortals  ; 
yet  let  me  repeat  to  such  men,  a  solemn  assurance  that 
in  the  course  of  the  journey  I  made  over  the  Holy  Land» 
I  bestowed  some  degree  of  care  and  attention  in  com- 
paring Scripture  with  it,  and  the  customs  there  treated 
oj^   which  I  found  literally  accurate,  strictly  faithful,  and 
which  appear  to   be  the  same    since  the  period  of  the 
entry  of  the   Israelites  into    the  promised  possessions. 
Allow  me   then  to  express  a  hope,  that   under  all  the 
internal  and  external  evidences  of  the  reality  of  this  word, 
these  characters  may  experience  in  their  own  case  the  same 
happy  conversion,  as  that  exemplified  in  the  soul  of  that 
individual,  who,  similar  to  themselves,  had  been  at  one 
time  not  only  an  unbelieving  blasphemer,  but  violent  perse- 
cutor of  the  Lord  of  Glory,  and  his  followers.     Give 
then,  I  pray  you,  the  most  earnest  heed  to  the  things  con- 
tained in  this  book,  which  were  declared  by  him  when  upon 
earth,  who  spake  as  ispver  man  did,  and  were  confiimed 
by  those  who  heard  the  gracious  doctrines  drop  from  his 
blessed  lips.     Finally,  may  you  be  brought  to  this  firm 
conviction,  that  there  exists  no  other  name  *  under  heaven, 
by   which  you  can  possibly  be  saved  from   the  general 
wrath  denounced  against  those  who  know  not  God,  and 
obey  his  Grospel,  than  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

*  Acts  iv.  12. 
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Letter  Jrotn  Admiral  Donally  to  the  Author ^  referred  to  p.  26. 

Sussex  House,  Hammersmith,  19lh  February,  1824. 
My  dear  Sir, 

You  have  desired  me  to  give  you  my  opinion  of  the  fallen 
obelisk  at  Alexandria,  commonly,  though  improperly,  called 
Cleopatra's  Needle,  and  the  plan  of  a  safe  transmission  of  it  to 
England,  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  as  a  trophy  to  com- 
memorate our  victories  in  Egypt.  I  fear  your  request  will  lead 
me  on  to  a  longer  letter  than  I  am  generally  used  to  write. 
When  first  I  took  the  command  of  the  naval  part  of  the  ex- 
pedition at  Alexandria,  I  was  naturally  led  to  view,  amongst 
other  curiosities  there,  that  specimen  of  very  remote  antiquity. 
It  seems,  a  subscription  had  been  made  to  remove  it ;  and  a 
Venetian  frigate,  captured  from  the  French  at  Alexandria, 
called  the  Leoben,  was  bought  for  that  purpose.  As  she  could 
not  approach  the  shore  in  the  eastern  harbour  near  where 
the  obelisk  lay,  a  pier  or  wharf  was  projected  into  that  harbour, 
upon  which  to  convey  the  *'  Needle"  to  the  vessel.  My  opinion 
was  asked  as  to  the  practicability  of  its  removal  to  her,  and  her 
capability  of  conveying  it  to  England.  It  appeared  to  me  that 
one  quarter  its  weight  would  have  crumbled  the  wharf  to 
pieces ;  and  that  the  frigate,  whose  bottom  was  shaped  like  a 
wedge,  was  utterly  unfit  for  carrying  it  down  the  Mediterranean 
Sea ;  much  less  across  the  Atlantic  ocean ;  because,  supposing 
the  pier  to  have  been  of  sufficient  stability  to  sustain  the  obelisk, 
and  to  convey  it  on  board,  the  vessel  must  have  been  lightened 
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to  about  fourteen  feet  to  allow  her  approadi  to  the  pier.  In 
this  state  it  must  have  been  conveyed  into  her  stem  or  bow  on 
rollers;  but,  as  its  weight  would  immerge  her  two  feet  in  the 
water,  the  port-hole,  to  receive  it,  must  be  more  than  two  feet 
higher  up  than  her  then  line  of  floatation;  and,  in  fact,  with 
ballast  or  keatlege  plaeed  in  ber  hold,  to  counterbalance  this 
great  weight  aloft,  deposited  near  the  line  of  floatation ;  she 
would,  with  a  bottom  like  a  wedge,  be  in  danger  of  rolling 
away  her  masts,  and  even  of  starting  her  planks  and  foundering. 
That  project  was  therefore  given  up,  and  another  proposed  to 
me ;  viz*  to  saw  the  obelisk  into  six  pieces,  and  convey  them 
home  in  as  many  transports.  To  this  I  objected,  that,  if  with 
our  boasted  knowledge  of  mechanics,  we  could  not  remove  it 
wholly,  its  being  put  up  at  St.  James's  Park  in  pieces,  would 
perpetuate  our  courage  and  also  our  inferior  knowledge  to  bar- 
barians in  mechanics.  That  scheme  was  also  dropped;  and 
the  question  is,  how  the  '^  Needle"  can  with  probability  be 
safely  conveyed  home  ?  My  humble  opinion  is,  that  there  is 
only  one  feasible  mode,  and,  without  any  data,  I  should  sup- 
pose the  Romans  must  have  used  the  same  method  to  convey 
those  stupendous  masses  from  Byzantium,  and  other  distant 
places^  to  Rome !  The  frame  of  a  flat-bottomed  vessel,  fit  to 
bear  the  weight  of  such  a  mass,  should  be  formed  in  England, 
and  sent  out  to  the  spot ; '  and  what  in  ship-building  are  called 
**  ways"  laid  on  an  inclined  plane  from  the  Needle  to  the  har- 
bour. An  excavation  should  be  made  under  one  end  of  the 
obelisk,  and  a  shoar  or  prop  placed  under  it.  At  a  certaiti  dis- 
tance from  that  (depending  upon  the  stability  of  the  sub- 
stratum), .  another  excavation  to  be  made,  and  a  second  shoar 
placed,  and  so  on  according  to  circumstances.  I  think  one  at 
^ach  end, '  and  one  in  the  centre,  would  answer :  thus  the 
obelisk  would  be  suspended  upon  three  points.  The  frame  of 
the  flat  vessel  might  then  be  easily  placed  under  it,  and 
strongly  fastened  together,  and  then  planked  and  caulked; 
taking  care  that  the  **  ways,*'  or  inclined  plane,  be  properly 
placed.  The  shears  then  cut  away  one  by  one,  and  the  holes 
they  make  in  the  bottom  closed  up ;  and  the  vessel^  which  will 
draw  very  little  water,  launched  into  the  harbour ;  temporary 
masts  placed  in  her,  and  attended  or  towed  by  another  ship ; 
she  might,  I  think,  arrive  in  safety  in  the  river  Thames,  pass 
under  the  bridges,  and  present  herself  opposite  St.  James's 
Park,  to  which  place  it  might  be  removed  on  rollers,  placed  on 


**  ways*'  to  the  spot  desttnedififr  jtff  erection.  This  last  point 
requires  power,  and  sleight  too.;,  but  I  will  not  detain  you  with 
more,  than  to  say,  lam^  with  sentiments  of  regard  ^nd^stef^Qi, 

Dear.Sir, ,  / 

Toursy  very  truly, 

W.  Rak  Wxx*90K9  Esq.    ...      ,      .  .   i 


No.lL       . 

Copt/  (if  the  Translation  of  an  Anstver,  by  Father  Monon^  ^^gM^i 
years  of  age,  and  oldest  Monk  in  the  Franciscan  Convent^ 
Jerusalem^  to  a  letter  receivedjrom  Viscount  Chateaubriand. 


Jerusalem  Convent  of  the  Holy  Saviour, 
•  15th  February,  1819. 

.  I  wish. to  give  you  some  knowledge  of  our  situation  at  this 
moment.  The  Holy  Land  is  in  debt  to  Turks,  Jews,  Schis- 
naaticks,  and  Hereticks,  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  forty 
thousand  piastres.  *  Of  these  creditors  some  cover  fifteen,  ten, 
and  the  more  pious  eight  per  cent.  The  charities  of  the  Ca- 
tholics are4»canty.  The  customary  presents  to  the  Turks  indis- 
pensable. The  cloth  alone  in  their  Lent  amounting  to  thirteen 
thousand  piastres. 

For  many  years  I  have  not  seen  a  farthing  froiQ  Erance; 

and  the  Holy  Land  preserves  to  her  all  the  privileges,  as  well 

« spiritual  as  temporal,  which  correspond  to  her.    God  has 

placed  you  in  the  situation  which  you  occupy,  and  has  honoured 

you  by  making  you  a  knight  of  the  Most  Holy  Sepulchre,  &c, 

I  omit  much  which  you  ou^^t  to  know,  -—  France  being  the 
protectress  of  the  Holy  Land.  But  if  you  give  me  permission^ 
although  with  much  laibour,  and  in  Spanish,  you  shall  know 
the  truth. 

From  your  most  humble 

And  poor  friend. 

Who  loves  you  in  Jesus, 

Friar  Francis  Mokok^ 
Of  the  Holy  Angels. 

*  The  Tftlue  of  a  piastre  in  thif  country  may  be  equal  to  6d.  sterling. 
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No.m. 

Copy  of  the  Recommendationqf  His  Excellency  ^  the  British  Ant' 
bassadoTf  Constantinople  injavour  of  the  Author^  to  the  Friars 
of  Convents  inthe  Holy  Land. 

L'AmbasiadiBiir  de  Sa  Msjesl^  Bxitannique  a  rhonnear  de 
prefenter  aux  Tr^s  R^6rends  I%re0  de  la  Terre  Sttnte  le 
Porteur  du  Btlkt  de  Montieur  GuiUaume  Rae  Wilson,  Vi^* 
gear  Angloisy  auqael  il  prend  uii  inUrIt  particulier^  et  kii  rei* 
oomnieode  k  leurs  attentiont  et  bont^  ordinaures. 

Constanttnople,  R.  Listok. 

Slst  January,  1819. 

No.  IV. 

Copy  of  an  Attestatton  presented  to  the  AiMor  ok  his  departure 
from  Jerusalenif  of  having  seen  the  d^^reni  places  referred  to 
in  the  above  journey  ^  This  vms  again  transcribed  at  Naxare0if 
to  U)hich  were  added^  those  he  had  visited  therCf  and  in  CkdUee^ 
and  is  subscribed  by  the  Grand  Superior  qf  the  Convent  at 
Jerusalem^  whom  he  had  met  at  Nazarethm 

L  D.  N.  A. 
Fr«  Salvator  Antonius  a  Melita  Ordinis  Min^orum  Regalaria 
Observantiee  S;  P.  N«  Francisci  Provincue  vallis  Nell  et  Me- 
Utse  Concionator  Lect.  Theologus  Agregatus  jam  definitor 
totius  Insulss  Melits  Terrae  Setae  Commissarius  SaCrae  congre-* 
gationis  de  propaganda  Fide  Responsalis  missionum  JBgypti  et 
Cypri  Prsfectus  in  Partibus  Orientis  commissarius  Apostolicus 
totius  Terrae  Sanciae  cum  plenitudine  Potestatis  Gustos. 

Visitator  et  humiiis  in  Deo  servus. 
,  Universis  et  singulis  presentes  Literas  Visuris  fidem  indubiam 
facimus  atque  testamur  quatenus  lUustrissimum  D°^  Gulielmum 
Rae  Wilson,  &c.  ex  Anglio  Regno  devotiones  gratia  sanctorum 
Locorum  peregrinatione  sascepta  die  1"*^  mensis  Februarii 
Anni  1819.  Jerosolymam  appulit :  inde  subsequentib.us  diebus 
precipua  sanctuaria  in  quibus  Mundi  Salvator  suum  populum 
dilectum,  imo  et  totius  humani  generis  massam  damnatum  i 
miserabili  Daemonum  potestate  misericorditer  salvavit  utpotd ; 
Calvarium  ubi  cruci  affixus  devicta  morte,  cceli  januas  nobis 
aperutt ;  Sepulchrum  ubi  Sacrosanctum  ejus  corpus  reconditum 
tridud  ante  suara  gloriosissimamResurrectionem  quievit ;  Montem 
8ion  ubi  cum  discipulis  ultimam  fecit  coenam  £ucharisticum 
Sacramentum  institi^it,  iisdem  Apostolis  jannis  clausis  post  suam 
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resurrectionem  aparuit  Thome  [^ihe  toords  here  illegible^  mise- 
recorditer  ostendit,  et  Spiritus  Sanctus  in  igneis  linguis  de« 
scendit ;  Sepukhrum  Virginis  Maria  unde  ad  coelos  assumpta 
est  gloriosa;  Mantem  Oliveii  ubi  Vid^ntibus  discipulis  ad  coelos 
ascendit  Dominus  suarum  pedum  vestigia  itk  seternam  reliquens 
m^noriam ;  Beihaniam  ubl  Ldzariam  quati^iduamen  ft  morte 
BttBokttvit ;  Hoitum  Ge^^eniani  ceteraque  alia  in  et  entra  Jeroso- 
lymam  ponstituta;  Item  in  Bethlehem  ubi  idem  Salvator  Mundi 
de  Virgine  M ari^  nascit  in  Praesepio  coUocri  k  brutis  Calefieri  k 
Pastoribus,  Venerari  k  Stella  indicari  k  magis  adorari,  et  modico 
lacte  passii  non  est  san^  dedlgnatus,  et  quae  circa  Bethlehem  et 
in  via  Bethlemitica  conspiciunter.  Montana  quoque  JucUb  ubi 
Beatk  Virgo  Elizabeth  Visitavit  ortumque  habuit  Magnus 
Propheta  et  Precursor.  \iUegible,']  Joannes  Desertum  pariter  et 
antrum  ubi  idem  Precursor  per  tot  annos  Mundi  consortia 
fugiens  Angelicam  potius  quam  humanam  vitam  traduxit. 
Insuper  et  quae  in  Oalilea  similiter  continenter  nimirum  Domum 
Nazareth  ubi  Beata  Virgo  Maria  ab  Angelo  Salutata  Meruit 
EUium  Dei  concipere  incamatum ;  Montem  Thahor  ubi  idem 
Dominus  se  transfigurando  gloriam  suam  ^ibus  discipulis 
ostendit;  Mare  Tiberiadis  cujus  Mentio  saepe  fit  in  sacris 
Evangelij  paginis,  propter  assiduam  Christi  Domini  consuetudi- 
nem ;  Flumen  Jordanem  cujus  aquas  suo  baptismate  consecra- 
vit ;  Sacrum  Montem  Quarantano  ubl  suo  Sancto  jejunio  nostras 
epulas  damnavit  demonumque  astitutias  propria  superavit 
Virtute  Deniquegue  in  Universa  Judea,  et  Galilea  continentur 
gressibus  Domini  ac  Beatissima  ejus  matris  consecrator  et  k 
Peregrinis  Omnibus  VUitari  soliia  pie  ac  devoti  visitasse. 

In  quorum  Omnium  et  singulorem  fidem  has  manu  nostra 
Bubscriptus  et  sigillo  majore  officii  nostri  Munitas  expediri 
Mandavimus. 

Datum  Nazareth  in  Anni  Sete  Visitationis  die  25  Feb. 
Anni  1819. 

Fr.  Salvatr.  Ant3^.  i  Melita  S.  M.  Sion, 

et  S«.  Sepulchri  de  N.  J.  C.  Guardianus. 

The  original  /  \  bears 

a  large  V  /  seal  here. 

Mandate  R.  —  in  Christo  Patris  Franciscus  Xaverius  k  Melita 
Terre  Sancte  Secretariiis. 


^4*8  .M.t9«eimx, 


.  No.V. 

Qif^  of  an  Indaiirsaiion,  in  Englishy  upon  ^£e.  Eirman  Jrom 

Cftmtanfifiopl^^JDifri^m  in  the  Turkish  langi^get  and  super" 

.  ffirib^  h  i^eOtrnd  Siffm^Ktrm^niM  t^  the  Author,  at 

.  .S^Jeffn  fAcr^B ,ij^  His  Ex4f4Umi^  "Sir  Bok^  Li^ymt  his 

Britafsnic  fif(tjes(^*S:Afini^tiar  atthfi  Qitowuin  Porte* 

fl  «         .      *    •  *  ^^  ♦    <  _ 

^^,,Travdling  Fifynan  for  ^William  Rae  Wilson,  Es^.,  to  go  with 
a  Tartar  and  two  servants  from  St«Jean  d'Acre  to  Sjriay  to 
Jerusalem,  Gaza,  Rarala,  Napolosi  Adena,  .Cornai  Diarbekir, 
and  adjacent  places;  to  be  treated  iii  the  most  friendly  manner, 
pSered  every  security,  protection^  and  assistance,  according  to 
ihe  imperial  capitulations,  and  the  sirict  friendship  subsisting 
betweett  the  two  countri^,  «nd  furaished  With  aU  necessary 
sports  wherever  occasion  majr  require. 


,     I 


No.  VI. 

Certificate  by  Friar  Francus  Vilardell,  Superior  of  the  Convent 
.  at  DamascuSf  on  occasion  of  the  Author*s  tiisit  to  that  City* 

Ego  infra  scriptus  attestor  etiam  D*  Gulielmum  Rae  Wilson 
appulyse  in  civitate  Tolemaidas  ac  postea  in  iUa  Tiro  et  Sidonis 
ac  demum  'pervenisse  Damasd  ubi  Apostulus  Paulus  ^  Deo 
vocatus  Christi  fidem  confessus  est. 
,     In  quorum  fidem,  &c 

Dat.  Damaaci  die  23  MarUi  1819. 

F.  Francus  Vilardell 

P*.  Damasci. 


This  represents  the  Apostle  Paul  falling 
oiF  horseback  in  the  act  of  fright. 
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No.vir. 

Translation  of  a  Letter  jftvin  His  Highness  the  Grand  Vizier ^ 
Constantinopky  to  the  Governor  qfSidon  Suleiman^  forwarded 
to  His  EsceUencif  Sir  Robert  Liston, 

After  the  tnoBt  affectionate  and  kind  compliments,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  in  a  note  presented  to 
the  Sublime  Porte  by  the  first  interpreter  in  England,  thereto 
authorised  by  his  ambassador,  it  is  stated,  that  fVom  their  prin- 
ciples of  education,  English  gentlemen  have  always  been  in  the 
habit  of  travelling  in  foreign  countnes ;  those  who  wish  to  visit 
the  estates  of  the  Empire  Ottoman,  are  provi/ded  with  Firmans 
Supremes,  issued  at  the  request  of  the  ambassador  of  Great 
Britain,  residing  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  in  virtue  of  which  it  is 
necessary  that  those  travellers,  during  their  tour,  and  when 
they  stop  at  any  place,  be  treated  in  a  civil  and  friendly  man- 
ner by  the  CacUs  and  the  commanding  officers ;  and  that  those 
officers  keep  in  view  the  duties  of  aid  and  attention  which  is 
due  to  them. 

Notwithstakding  which,  it  is  stated  that  an  Englidi  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Wilson,  provided  with  a  Finnan  Supreme,  arrived  in 
the  city  of  Napolose,  and  having  appeared  before  the  Yoyoode 
of  that  town,  this  officer,  without  the  least  motive,  scarcely  had 
seen  him,  than  he  behaved  towards  him  in  the  most  rude  man* 
ner  imaginable  ;  and  flying  into  a  passion,  threw  the  letters  of 
i^ommendation,  which  he  had  presented  to  him,  on  the  floor, 
and  ordered  him  out  of  his  presence,  making  use  of  the  most 
insulting  language.  ^' 

This  traveller,  mortified  at  being  thus  treated,  left  the  fe#nl 
and  proceeded  to  Constantinople,  where  he  ga¥e'ali  ki^eount  of 
what  had  happened  to  him  to  His  Excellency  the  ambtissador. 
It  is  likewise  said,  in  the  statement  of  the  said  interpreter,  that 
file  Voyoode  above  mentioned  deserves  th6  inbst'severe  punish- 
ment for  his  conduct. 

It  is  an  apticle  prescribed,  through  the  peace  and  good 
understanding  which  exist  between  the  Subliiqe  Porte  and  the 
court  of  Great  Britain,  that  every  subject  of  the  above  men* 
tioned  court  be  treated  and  protected  in  a  friendly  mann^ 
upon  all  occasions,  and  the  object  of  delivermg  (Kipreme  com- 
mandments, at  the  request  of  the  ambassadors,  to  English 

OG 
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gentlemen  who  wish  to  travel  in  and  visit  this  country,  is 
merely  to  afford  them  kind  treatment  and  every  sort  of  pro- 
tection. 

Now,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  conduct  of  the  Voyoo^ 
above  mentioned  was  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  Sublime  Porte, 
if  this  Voyoode  has  dared  to  behave  in  the  like  manner,  he  de- 
serves to  be  punished.  Your  Excellency  is  requested  to 
examine  this  affiur ;  and  should  a  severe  punishment  be  deemed 
necessary,  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  corf  ect  him 
as  he  deserves,  not  ceasing  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent such  proceedings  in  future. 

It  is  with  this  intention  the  present  friendly  letter  is  written 
and  despatched  to  Your  Excellency,  with  the  hope  that  at  its 
safe  arrival  (if  it  please  the  Almighty)  you  will  act  according  to 
its  contents. 

Dervish  Mouaumn), 
(L.  S.) 


No.  vm. 

In  making  the  journey  I  have  described  in  the  preceding 
pages,  especially  through  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land,  the  fol- 
lowing, I  apprehend,  are  the  principal  articles  necessary  for 
persons  to  provide  themselves  with,  and  I  had  occasion  to  writi^ 
down  during  this  travel. 

A.  light  iron  biedstead,  which  can  be  put  up  in  a  small  compass, 
mattrass  of  leather,  sheets,  a  single  blanket,  and  pillow. 

Musquito  curtain. 

Canvas  tent. 

Pistols  and  isabre* 

Oil  lamp. 

Portmanteau. 

Small  saddle  and  bridle;  ako  a  long  whip,  as  the  dogs  are 
troublesome. 

A  thennometer,  and  a  second  in  case  of  accident. 

Telescope,  compass. 

Foot  rule. 

A  chisel  and  hami&er. 

Pair  of  compasses. 

Canteen,  containing  articles  for  use  of  br^ak^t  apd  dinner.. 
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T^blediothy  towek,  Windsoir  soap,  lavender-water,  and  eye- 
water. 

Green  spectacles. 

Medicines. 

Straw  inattiDg  to  lay  on  the  ground.  . .    ^ 

Wine. 

Tea  (important). 

Portable  soup. 

Essence  of  coffee. 

Maps  of  the  countries. 

Flannel  jackets,  a  few  shirts,  drawers,  stockings,  night-^caps, 

and  gloves. 
Adopt  the  costume  of  the  country. 
Watches,  British  cutlery,  trinkets,  and  trifling  articles  as  gifts 

to  persons  in  superior  and  subordinate  capacities,  to  facilitate 

the  journey. 
The  best  authors  who  have  written  on  the  countries. 
Letters  of  credit.    The  bills  of  Hammersley  extend  to  Grand 

Cairo,  where  these  can  be  converted  into  the  monies  of  the 

countries,  or  at  Alexandria  and  other  places  in  the  East. 
Apply  to  British  ambassador,  to  procure  a  Firman  from  the 

Grand  Siguier. 


No.  IX. 

Correspondence  betxveen  Sir  Everard  Homey  Baronet^  and  the 
Author,  respecting  Bones  Jbund  in  the  Sarcophagus^  Egypt; 
referred  to  in  page  73.,  and  in  Confirmation  of  the  Authen- 
ticity of  a  Statement  on  that  Subject* 

London,  19th  March,  1824. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  in  a  volume  of  Travels  I 
lately  published  on  Egypt,  I  had  occasion  to  advert  to  cer- 
tain bones  found  in  a  sarcophagus  in  one  of  the  p3rramids  by 
Mr.Belzoni,  which  did  not  belong  to  a  human  being;  and 
doubts  have  been  expressed,   as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
assertion,  in  a  review  of  my  work.  * 
In  diese  circumstances,  and  understanding  the  bones  were 

^  London  Literary  Chuette,  22d.  NoTember,  1833. 
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transmitted  to  you  fat  exaninationy  it  will  be  oUSging  that 

you  state  the  opinion  you  formed  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

I  Yours  sincerely, 

^   "  WILLIAM  RA6  WIL80K. 

Sir  Everard  Home,  Baronet. 


London,  2(Hh  March,  18^, 
Dear  Sir, 
The  bones  which  J  exMUHed  ftcftn  the  tomb  entered  bjr 
Beteoni,  were  those  of  the  ox  kind*  .^.  • . 

Yours,  truly, 

EVERARD  HOME. 
WiUiam  Rae  Wilson,  Esq. 


THE  EUD. 


LoifDOW: 
Printed  by  A.  &  H-  SiK>ttliW«od«^ 
New*Street-  Bquiire. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  45,  line  9,  for  "  mossy,"  read  "massy." 

85,  line  6,  for  «  Nevet,"  read  Nile." 

86,  line  27,  after  <*  swells,"  add  "  it." 

181,  line  20,  for  <<  frontispiece,"  read  «  prefixed." 

184,  line  3,  for  **  sanetary,"  read  <*  sanctuary." 

258,  line  2  from  bottom,  for  «  Moravite,"  read  «  MoraTian." 

272,  line  7  from  bottom,  for  ''  Morandi,"  read  "  Moravian." 

302,  line  9,  for  << sheets,"  read  "  streets." 

311,  line  9,  **  as  blessing  him  that  gives  and  takes,"  to  follow  after 

'*  represented,"  in  third  line. 
313,  line  2Q,  for  <<  with  a  piece  of,"  read  «  shod  with." 
319,  line  6,  for  «  his  part,"  read  **  the  part  of  it." 
319,  line  16,  for  «  visit,"  read  «  Viscount" 
319,  line  62,  for  **  Munster,"  read  «  Chatelnibriand." 

333,  line  9,  for  **  trust,"  read  **  hint." 

334,  line  17,  for  «  now,"  read  •«  how." 

350,  line  9  from  bottom,  for  «  Smymials,"  read  ''  Smymiots." 

351,  line  8  from  bottom,  omit  the  word  «  far." 
360,  line  3,  for  «  capitol,"  read  **  capital" 
365,  line  9  from  bottom,  for  «  he,"  read  **  who." 
376,  line  12,  for  **  it,"  read  «  I." 

S79,  line  11  from  bottom,  for  "was,"  read  **  were." 
398,  line  5  from  bottom,  for  "  atones  "  read  "staves." 
427,  line  3  from  bottom,  for  «  gable,^'  read  "gables." 
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